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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 2 – 8, 2006)

TUE 8.30 am FEBC Day of Prayer
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Pastor Tow)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on Tue,
(Jan 3, 06) at 8.30 am with a Day of Prayer and
Registration. The Basic Theology for Everyone
courses will resume with Life of Christ by Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo on Jan 9, 06 (Mon) and The
Prophecy of Zechariah by Rev Dr Prabhudas
Koshy on Jan 5, 06 (Thu), 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mrs Quek Siok Eng this Wed (Jan 4, 06)
at 7.45 pm. Address: 58 Watten Drive, Singapore
287963. Tel: 64667130. Message: “Unity:
Perseverance in the Truth” by Pr Eduardo
Morante. All are welcome.

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Dn and Mrs Tai Mern Yee
this Fri (Jan 6, 06) at 8 pm. Address: Blk 101,
Clementi St. 14, #06-143 Singapore 120101.
Tel: 67781165.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings:
Last Lord’s Day S$16,273; AUD20
Christmas Eve S$15,818; RM50
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200,
$200; Tanzania Bible College $5,000; Hien
(Brisbane) $500; Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $200;
Barnabas Yap $200; Wendy Teng $200, $200,
$100; FEBC Needy Students $1,000; FEBC
$1,000, $1,000, $400
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$42,491; AUD20; RM50
Church Building Fund: $5,000, $1,300, $1,000,
$518, $400 Total: $407,647.60

Sunday School Offering: $343.00

Verse for the Week: There is that speaketh like
the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the
wise is health. Prov. 12:18

Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class which will
commence next Lord’s Day, Jan 8, 2006. Please
complete the Church Membership Application
Form and drop it in the box provided at the
Book Table.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Jan 7, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “The God of the Bible” by Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 162
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 40
Psalm Psalm 40:1-11
Announcements
Special Number Dn Charles Kan, Benjamin

& Andrew Kan
Offering & Hymn No. 27
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Psalm 40
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon The Lord Our Unfailing

Deliverer
(Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 21
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Glory to God in the Highest,
And on Earth Peace, Good will Toward Men
(Message delivered by Pastor at the True Life Church

Christmas Eve Carol Service, Dec 24, 05)

Text: Luke 2:14

Tonight we are gathered together in God’s
House to celebrate the Birth of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ according as God the
Father has done it. First, He sent an angel to
announce to shepherds watching over their
sheep by night. What He said was good tidings
of great joy to all people. “For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” As the
angel announced this good news, a multitude of
angelic host, I’m sure much bigger than our

Church Choir tonight, praised
God saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.”

So we are gathered here tonight
to praise God the Father in the
highest. Why? Because He has
made a plan for us by sending His
Virgin-born Son Jesus Christ and
this plan can bring us peace and
goodwill from heaven to earth.

But what the world, whether
Singapore or Perth would make of
Christmas is for its own benefit.
We have just returned from Perth
where they have celebrated a
pageant of Christmas with twenty
Santa Clauses jumping off sledges
releasing boxes of gifts, followed
by semi-nude dancing girls
announcing the reduction of
prices because of Christmas. This
scene of Santa Clauses and semi-
nude girls they show on the TV I
do not know how many times a
day. All the talk of Christmas is
money, money, money. To make
money out of you at Christmas.

But to us every Christmas is
God’s Amnesty to men. Amnesty
is forgiveness. What a wonderful
occasion it is tonight that if you
will confess that Jesus is God’s
Virgin-born Son and that He came
to die for your sins and rose again
the third day, you will be saved.Christmas Caroling, Dec 23, 2005



Will you do it right now? This is what the
angels meant “And on earth peace,
goodwill toward men.” St. Paul in Rom
9:10 says the same thing, “That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved.”

And God is so anxious to let man know
the way of salvation that in Gen. 3:15 He
declares the Seed of the woman, not the
seed of man, His Virgin-born Son shall
crush Satan. This glad news of the first
Christmas is given to us, lost and sinful
men, at the dawn of history and is repeated
every Christmas, even Christmas 2005 to
you and to me. That is why we are so
filled with gladness and joy unspeakable
tonight. Amen.

***************

VERBAL PLENARY PRESERVATION
OF SCRIPTURES

The Session of Calvary Jaya B-P
Fellowship affirms and continues to
uphold its stand in the Constitution Article
4.2.1 which states:-

“We believe in the divine, verbal and
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures in
the original languages, their consequent
inerrancy and infallibility, and, as the
Word of God, the Supreme and final
authority in faith and life.”

This is further elaborated in the following
tenets by Far Eastern Bible College,
Singapore (published in The Burning
Bush, January 2006 issue, Volume 12
Number 1) and embraced by Calvary Jaya
B-P Fellowship:-

1) God has supernaturally preserved
each and every one of His inspired
Hebrew/Aramaic OT words and
Greek NT words to the last jot and

tittle, so that in every age, God’s
people will always have in their
possession His infallible and
inerrant Word kept intact without
the loss of any word (Ps 12:6-7,
Matt 5:18, 24:35, Mark 13:31,
Luke 21:33, John 10:35).

2) The “providential” preservation of
Scriptures is understood as God’s
special and not general providence.
Special providence or providentia
extraordinaria speaks of God’s
miraculous intervention in the
events of history and in the affairs
of mankind in fulfilment of His
sovereign will for the sake of His
elect and to the glory of His Name.
The divine preservation of the
Canon (books) and Text (words) of
Scripture comes under God’s
special providence.

3) The Bible is not only infallible and
inerrant in the past (in the
Autographs), but also infallible and
inerrant today (in the Apographs).

4) The infallible and inerrant words
of Scripture are found in the
faithfully preserved Traditional/
Byzantine/Majority manuscripts,
and fully represented in the Printed
and Received Text (or Textus
Receptus) that underlie the
Reformation Bibles best
represented by the KJV, and NOT
in the corrupted and rejected texts
of Westcott and Hort that underlie
the many modern versions of the
English Bible like the NIV, NASV,
ESV, RSV, TEV, CEV, TLB etc.

5) There are no mistakes in the Bible,
period. If there are “discrepancies”
in the Bible, the “discrepancies”
are only seeming or apparent,

NOT real or actual. Any inability to
understand or explain difficult
passages in the Bible in no way
negates its infallibility and
inerrancy, applying the faithful
Pauline principle of biblical
interpretation: “let God be true, but
every man a liar” (Rom 3:4).

6) Knowing where the perfect Bible is,
is a matter of textual recognition and
NOT textual criticism. In the field
of textual recognition, Burgon is
good, Hills is better, Waite is best.

7) The Chinese Union Version (CUV)
is the “Word of God” for the
Chinese people today since it is the

best, most faithful, most reliable,
and most accurate version among
the Chinese versions presently
available. Great care ought to be
taken not to undermine our Chinese
brethren’s confidence in the CUV.
Nevertheless, versions or
translations are never superior to the
inspired and preserved Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek Scriptures; thus
there is a need to consult these
original language Scriptures for
clarity and fullness of meaning, and
to compare Scripture with Scripture.

The Session of
Calvary Jaya B-P Fellowship

Children’s Programme of True Life B-P Church
for Year 2006

Sunday School Hour (9.15 am to 10.15 am)

CLASS AGE GROUP ROOM

Kindergarteners 3 to 6 601

Primary 1 & 2 7 and 8 602

Primary 3-5 9 to 11 603

Young Teens 12 to 15 604

Children’s Worship (after the offering till the end of the service)

CLASS AGE GROUP ROOM

Nursery Worship 2 to 4 years old 601

Children’s Worship K1 & K2 602

Children’s Choir Primary 1-6 603
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 9 – 15, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 5,
Room 502, Napier Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Verse for the Week: The lip of truth shall be
established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a
moment. Prov. 12:19

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class which commences
today. Time: 9.15 am to 10.15 am. Venue: Room
604 (Level 6).
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Jan 14, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “The Majesty of God’s Word” by Rev
Dr Prabhudas Koshy.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings:
Last Lord’s Day S$10,730; RM100
Watchnight Service S$5,839; RM10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $1,000, $200;
Gethsemane BPC $500; Dr Jeffrey Khoo $200;
Rev Ronny Khoo $200; Rev Errol Stone $100;
Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship Bible College
$100; Bible College of East Africa $1,200;
Tanzania Bible College $1,500; Hien (Brisbane)
$200; Joshua Khoo & Kuantan Mission $300,
$200, $150; Biak Lawm Thang (FEBC) $50;
Mung Hau Khup (FEBC) $50; Lal Lian Uk
(FEBC) $50; Lam Mung (FEBC) $50; Richard
(FEBC) $50; Philip Lagat (FEBC) $50; Nelson
Were (FEBC) $50; Ejigayehu (FEBC) $50;
Wendy Teng $200, $100, $50; Choir $150; PA
Equipment $800; FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC
Scholarship $400; FEBC $1,000, $100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$26,052; RM110
Church Building Fund: $2,000, $1,000, $500,
$400, $220, $90, $50 Total: $411,907.60

We extend our congratulations to Mr and Mrs
Han Ming Kuang on the birth of their son, Han
Juai Seu on Dec 28, 05.

We extend our deepest condolences to Mdm
Betty Tay on the home-going of her father, Mr
Tay Bee Tee, on Jan 3, 2006. Vigil Service was
conducted by Pastor Tow on Jan 6, 2006.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Elder Mahadevan
Opening Hymn No. 86
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 103
Psalm No. 212
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 203
Offertory Prayer Elder Mahadevan
Scripture Text John 11:17-27
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Tow
Sermon Why We Do Not Cremate
Closing Hymn No. 265

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Pastor Tow

PASTORAL CHAT
My dear Readers

Last Lord’s Day which was Jan 1, 2006 we
attended a very special meeting at the newly
completed third storey extension of Calvary
Pandan B-P Church at 2 pm. 300 people came
under the leadership of Pastor Dennis Kwok of
Calvary Jurong B-P Church because he believes as
we True Life B-P Church in a 100% Perfect Bible
which has no mistake. Five Deacons take a resolute
stand with him. Miss Carol Lee, lecturer at FEBC,
who has been a member of Jurong also came to
take a stand with him.

This was the launching of a new B-P Church
called Truth B-P Church. My brother, Dr S H Tow
preached the Inaugural Sermon. This is now the
third time that a sizable group has left to found a
100% Perfect Bible Church which has no mistake.

We of True Life B-P Church was the first and
the Lord has blessed us with an attendance of 300.

The second group is led by Dr. Wee of
Kemaman and they have the support of 13 pastors

and preachers who travel 250 miles
each week up to Terengganu.

The third group which has just taken
place is under Pastor Dennis Kwok.

over 100 students takes in the following
new students:
1. Dohar Siregar (Indonesia)
2. Bong Hae Nam (Korea)
3. Kim Jong Hyun (Korea)
4. Kim Seung Hun (Korea)
5. Kim Sol Bin (Korea)
6. Park Seong Eun (Korea)
7. Albert Kainesie (Sierra Leone)
8. Jeremy Mark Ferreira (Singapore)

This Second Semester will end on
Apr 28 with Dr. Paul Lee Tan from
America as speaker. He will take a
week of Vacation Bible College (May
1-6) and also speaks at the College
Retreat at Mersing following. Dr. Tow
Siang Yeow is President of the College
Board of Directors.

Your affectionate pastor
T. T.

***************
God With Us

(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at
the True Life Church 10.30 am Service,

Dec 25, 05)

Text: Matt 1:18-23
“Now all this was done, that it

might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Behold, a virgin shall be with child,

Far Eastern
Bible College
which reopened on Jan
3 has an enrolment of
over

(Cont’d from previous page)

God promised Abraham in Gen 17:7, “And I
will establish my covenant between me and
thee, and thy seed after thee in their
generations for an everlasting covenant to be a
God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.” Gal
3:16 gives the inspired interpretation of what the
word “seed” means: “Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made. He saith not,
And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to
thy seed, which is Christ.” It is a special Seed,
the Lord Jesus Christ that was promised—the
virgin-born Son of God—who lived for us, died
for us, and rose for us according to God’s
promise which God has kept and fulfilled
precisely. God has indeed preserved His words
perfectly to the last word and the last letter, and
that is why True Lifers believe that every book,
every chapter, every verse, every word, every
syllable, and every letter of the Bible is the direct
utterance of the Most High God, with no mistake.
Dr Arthur Steele in his Christmas message to me
wrote, “The Lord is with us … If we do not have

the Word of God we are disarmed. What God
gave us is the Word of God, exactly as He first
gave it, true, settled, pure, and preserved.” The
gospel is indeed good news precisely because we
have His Perfect Word with us today.

So to those who think that God cannot
infallibly preserve His words, think again. The
God who has kept His promise concerning His
Son’s first coming will also keep His promise of
His Son’s second coming (2 Pet 3:1-18). God is
going to judge all unbelief, and His judgement is
coming soon!

Conclusion
Emmanuel is speaking to you today. There is

but one living and true God, and only one. God
exists and He can be known. Forsake all others
and believe only on Him—the only true God and
Saviour of the world. He wants you to know
Him, He wants to be your Saviour, He wants to
take control of your life and guide you to heaven.
May Jesus be born in your heart today. “Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3).



and shall bring forth a son, and they shall
call his name Emmanuel, which being
interpreted is, God with us” (Matt 1:22-23).

The meaning of Christmas can be summed
up in one word, “Emmanuel.” This Hebrew
word “Emmanuel” means “God with us.”
“God with us” are most powerful words. They
are words of love, joy and peace. They speak
of the love of Christ, joy to the world, and
peace with God. “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). This is
good news to the world. “Emmanuel” speaks
to the unbelieving world.

To the Atheist

Christmas speaks to you if you are an
atheist, you who do not believe that God exists.
“Emmanuel” tells us that God exists. This pre-
existing God became man at a point in history.
John 1:1 and 14 tells us, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. … And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth.

If you say, “Show me God,” God will tell
you, I have already shown Myself to you. In
fact God does not have to reveal Himself to us.
He is the almighty Creator, and we are merely
creatures. We have no right to demand
anything from Him. Yet He humbled Himself
to become a man. Consider “Christ Jesus:
Who, being in the form of God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God: But made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: And being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross” (Phil 2:6-8).

God wants us to know that He certainly
exists and He was with us. The eternal God
became fully Man 2000 years ago, born of the
virgin Mary, conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Such a birth happened only once,
and only God can become a man in such a

way. Every human being is born in sin. Only
Jesus was born without sin. God who is a
Spirit took on human flesh. “And without
controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in
the world, received up into glory” (1 Tim
3:16).

The infallible and inerrant historical
records of the Holy Scriptures tell us that God
exists and that Jesus is God. Jesus lived for
33½ years on this earth, was crucified on the
cross, buried, and rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures, and till today no
one is able to disprove this historical fact of
His life, His death, His burial and His
resurrection as recorded in the Scriptures.

And if you still say God does not exist,
then God says “You are a fool.” “The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Ps
14:1). Do not be a fool. Be wise this
Christmas, like the wise men from the East
who believed that Jesus was God, and came to
worship Him.

To the Polytheist

Christmas speaks to you who are
polytheists who believe that there are many
gods. “Emmanuel” tells us that there is but one
God, and only one, not many. Note the
singular “God” and not “gods.” “God with
us!” There is only one God—living and true—
who is “a Spirit, infinite, eternal and
unchangeable, in His being, wisdom, power,
holiness, justice goodness and truth” (WSC,
Q4). Deut 6:4 states in no uncertain terms,
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one
LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy
God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might.” The Lord our
God, the Lord is one, not many.

There is but one God, and we can be saved
from our sins by only this one God who is
Emmanuel—God with us. His name is JESUS.
In Matt 1:21, the angel said, “And she shall
bring forth a son; and thou shalt call his
name, JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins.” “For there is one God, and

one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5). “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts
4:12). Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

Are you a worshipper of many gods,
worship only one, and make sure the one God
you worship is the true God. The living and
true God has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ.
Only He can save us from our sins. He is the
only way to heaven. If you are a worshipper of
many gods, forsake all and take just one—the
true one—Jesus Christ—and Christmas will
become truly Christmas for you.

To the Agnostic

Christmas has a word to the agnostic—you
who believe that God exists but cannot be
known. “Emmanuel” tells us that God can be
known and wants to be known. That is why He
came to be with us. If God cannot be known or
does not wish to be known, then He would
hide Himself and make Himself scarce, but no,
the invisible God made Himself visible and
accessible—He was with us. Hear what the
psalmist says, “Be still, and know that I am
God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I
will be exalted in the earth. The LORD of
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge” (Ps 46:10).

The problem with the world is that it has
become too busy and too noisy to think about
God and to know who He truly is. It is not that
God cannot be known by man, but man simply
does not want to know God. Is this not
reflected in the spirit of merry-making, the
drinking and dancing of Christmas as
celebrated by the world? “Christmas is a
season to be jolly, so eat, drink, and be merry.
Who cares if tomorrow I die? I am not
bothered whether there is a God or not. I live
for the here and now. Enjoy life! Binge away,
drink away!”

Remember Emmanuel—God with us. God
has come to be with man, but man wants to
stay far away from God. The church today is

bearing witness of the true Light of Christmas,
which is Jesus Christ. But will the people hear
and believe? John 1:9-10 says, Jesus is “the
true Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. He was in the world,
and the world was made by him, and the
world knew him not.” The world knew Him
not! Are you one of those who know Him not?
If you do not know Him, know Him today!
God has made Himself known through Christ.
The Bible makes this promise, “But as many
as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name” (John 1:12). Believe on
His Name. His Name is Jesus—Saviour. His
Name is Emmanuel—God with us.

To the Deist

Are you are a deist? A deist is one who
believes that God does not care and has
nothing to do with what happens in the world
today. Emmanuel—God with us—tells us that
God is still working, and God is in control, and
God intervenes in the affairs of the world
today as He did 2000 years ago. Gal 4:4 says,
“But when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, To redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.”

The first Christmas message is found in
Gen 3:15. God promised to provide a Saviour
for the world through the virgin born Son of
God. He made the promise in Gen 3:15 6000
years ago. You know what? God kept His
promise. The promised Saviour came “in the
fullness of time,” “at the most opportune
time,” “at the right time,” “in God’s perfect
time,” in 5 BC, 2000 years ago.

Take note of Gen 3:15 again. “And I will
put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.” Note the singular “seed.” Every word of
God is important, every jot and tittle of God’s
Word is important (Matt 5:18). Here, we find
God keeping His promise to the last letter. For
He promised a “seed,” not many but just one.

(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 16 – 22, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 5,
Room 502, Napier Room

SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
6.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class

10.30 am Worship (Rev Koa Keng Woo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat (Jan 21,
06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835 Woodlands St. 83
#12-113. Program: Bible Study on Hebrews by Dr
Jeffrey Khoo.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined meeting with Truth BPC YF this Sat (Jan
21, 06) at 6.30 pm. Message: “Purity + Peace +
Unity = ??” by Pr Dennis Kwok. Venue: Calvary
Pandan B-P Church, Room 03-08 (Level 3). For
details, please contact Herbert at 94377715.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $7,474.40
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Tanzania
Bible College $5,000; Thadeaus (FEBC) $50,
$50; Jose (FEBC) $50, $50; Byju (FEBC) $150;
Nelson (FEBC) $150; Lotha (FEBC) $50; Lok
Kwok Wah $500; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $450,
$295; FEBC Scholarship $400
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$14,969.40
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $150, $70 Total:
$413,127.60

Sunday School Offering: $485.00

Verse for the Week: Deceit is in the heart of them
that imagine evil: but to the counsellors of peace is
joy. Prov. 12:20

Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am to
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Jan
22, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.
Mdm Betty Tay and family expressed their
heartfelt thanks to Pastor Tow and members of
True Life who came to comfort them during
their recent bereavement.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Pastor Tow
Opening Hymn No. 136
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 107
Psalm No. 226
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 344
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Tow
Scripture Text Isaiah 49:8-12
Sermon Mountains in Our Way

(Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Closing Hymn No. 355
Benediction Rev Tan Kian Sing

The Lord Our Unfailing Deliverer
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life

Church 10.30 am Service, Jan 1, 06)

Text: Psalm 40
The psalmist says, “The days of our years are

threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength
they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour
and sorrow” (Ps 90:10). We are living in a sin-cursed
world, full of evil and wickedness, trials and
temptations. We face many struggles and difficulties
in life—in our places of work, and in our relationship
with family, friends and colleagues. We find
ourselves plagued by our own sins, with ill-health and
sicknesses, and other human weaknesses. We share
our sorrows, we shed our tears.

The world is a pressure cooker. We face many
problems and troubles, trials and testings. We go
through a whole lot of stress in the working world, in
family life, in our spiritual struggles with sin and
temptation. Walking away and astray from the Lord
has led to many a valley experience of grief and pain.
The world shouts, “money, money, money, make it
big, go all the way!” The still small voice of God
says, “Be still and know that I am God,” “Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,”

“Godliness with contentment is great
gain.” So we are torn, and oftentimes the
one that shouts louder gets the better of us,
and we suffer for it.

Life is not easy—the strength of our
days and years are “labour and sorrow.”
Living the Christian life is harder. But as
believers, we have a God in heaven, and
we can cry out to Him for forgiveness and
deliverance, for wisdom and strength to
live our Christian lives faithfully.

Verse 1

The psalmist says in verse 1, “I waited
patiently for the LORD; and he inclined
unto me, and heard my cry.” Why does
the psalmist wait patiently for the Lord? It
is because he knows God’s timing is
perfect. It is because he knows that God is
patient with us, even with our enemies: He
“is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9).

But many a time we are impatient with
the Lord. In times of hardships,
difficulties, pressure and stress, we are
quick to complain, and quick to quit. We
want to run away from the trials and
testings that we face in life. We think that
running away is the solution to our
problems. But the Lord does not allow it.
We cannot run away from the place the
Lord has put us in. The solution is not to
run away from our problems but to run
towards God—pray to Him, seek His face,
seek His grace.

Know that our God is living and
true—He is always ready to hear our
prayers when we cry out to Him in
sincerity and in truth. So we ought not to
be impatient with God, nor with men.
Wait on the Lord, and let Him act on our

(Cont’d from previous page)

Those of us who believe in the present
perfection of the Reformation Bible against the
many modern and corrupt versions may be called
“schismatics” and “heretics,” but we are in good
company for in the Protestant Reformation,
Martin Luther preached the truth that salvation is
by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ
alone, based on Scripture alone. The pope
pronounced him a “heretic” and decreed that he
should be silenced and his books burned. Luther
sang, “The body they may kill: God’s truth
abideth still.” The Bible stands! It is forever
infallible and inerrant! We have a perfect Bible
today!

In the New Year, there may be dangers
ahead, trials and difficulties that we may have to
face, many temptations that will try to cause us to
backslide from God. How should we respond?

Verses 16-17

“Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be
glad in thee: let such as love thy salvation say
continually, The LORD be magnified. But I am
poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me:

thou art my help and my deliverer; make no
tarrying, O my God.”

Seek the Lord (study His Word, keep our
daily devotions, pray constantly). Rejoice and be
glad in Him (long for Him, desire to do His will,
delight thyself in Him). Love His salvation (be
grateful to Him for saving you from sin, trust
Christ always and not any man). Magnify Him
(put Him first in your life, glorify His name, live
by faith).

This world is unpredictable. Things may look
good now, but disaster may strike at any time.
We cannot tell what will happen tomorrow.
There could be another tsunami, a great
earthquake, a flu pandemic, a war! The world
could plunge into another economic crisis again.

Let us not think that we are so clever with
our calculations, with our foresight and planning,
nothing can go wrong. We must confess that we
are “poor and needy.” We need our Lord
desperately. Only He is our Help and our
Deliverer. The psalmist tells the Lord not to wait
but rescue Him quickly. We should pray the
same prayer. Lord, come quickly. The Lord says,
“Surely I come quickly” (Rev 22:20).



pleas in His own good time. He will surely
deliver us from our troubles.

Neither can we run away from our sins and
the consequences of our sins. The only solution is
to confess our sins, beg the Lord for forgiveness,
repent of our ways, and make right the wrong that
we have done. The Lord can save us, no matter
how deep a hole we have dug for ourselves.

Verse 2

Look at what verse 2 says, “He brought me
up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established
my goings.”

Many a time we find ourselves in the
quicksand of sins and transgressions, but instead
of crying out to the Lord for help, we use the
wisdom of our sinful mind and methods of the
wicked world to wriggle or slither our way out of
the consequences of our sins. And the more we
try to save ourselves from the mess we got
ourselves into without confessing and repenting
of our sins, the more we sink into the quicksand
of the horrible mess we find ourselves in.

But the moment we cry out to the Lord in
humility and repentance. The Lord forgives us.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Our God is a God
of holiness, justice, goodness and truth. And we
shall rejoice and praise His Name when we are
forgiven, and are placed on the firm foundation
of the solid Rock which is Christ our
Righteousness.

Verse 3

“And he hath put a new song in my mouth,
even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and
fear, and shall trust in the LORD.”

When the Lord saves us from sin and delivers
us from trouble, we must not forget to praise Him
and thank Him. We cannot help but to praise the
Lord because we have a “new song” to sing, a
“fresh testimony” to give. This we see in our
prayer meetings and fellowship meetings when
testimonies are shared and how God’s people
rejoice over the fact that God is so real in their
lives, and how the Lord has helped them out of
many a difficult and dangerous situation.

The testimonies that we share, the new song
that we sing, will cause many to fear the Lord, to
trust in Him, and to draw close to Him.

Testimonies are powerful witnesses to God’s
truthfulness, faithfulness, and goodness in our
lives. So if you have a thanksgiving to give or a
testimony to share, please come to prayer meeting
and offer to the Lord the fruit of your lips. Heb
13:15 says, “By him therefore let us offer the
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”

Verse 4

“Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD
his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such
as turn aside to lies.”

When we trust in the Lord, and seek His
counsel and wisdom, we are blessed. But if we
learn from the proud, who trust in the rich and the
powerful, who boast of their wealth and their
influence, who seek the help of the clever and the
cunning, who use deceit and deception, who spin
lies and tell tales, who conspire and cheat, we are
cursed.

Verse 5

“Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful
works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts
which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned
up in order unto thee: if I would declare and
speak of them, they are more than can be
numbered.”

Have you ever tried counting all the blessings
you have received from God? I believe you will
find that there are so many you cannot even
number them. We may even have forgotten some
of the blessings we have received from the Lord
for we are forgetful people and many a time we
take the Lord for granted. Let us not take the Lord
for granted, but keep on praising the Lord and
speaking of His goodness in our lives. We can
never stop praising Him.

Verses 6-8

“Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire;
mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and
sin offering hast thou not required. Then said I,
Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written
of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy
law is within my heart.”

God is not so interested in what we can give
Him in terms of our church attendance, our
church work, our tithes, or our offerings. He is
more concerned about our heart—do we love
Him or not, do we delight to do His will or not,

do we hide His words in our heart or not. It is not
our hands that interests Him but our heart.

The psalmist says here, “I delight to do thy
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”
The Lord is not just another important person to
you, He is your everything, He is your all. The
Bible to you is not just a book, it is your life. That
is why the psalmist in another place says, “The
law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul:
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise
the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the
LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of
the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the
judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether. More to be desired are they than gold,
yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb” (Ps 19:7-10).

Verses 9-10

“I have preached righteousness in the great
congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O
LORD, thou knowest. I have not hid thy
righteousness within my heart; I have declared
thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not
concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from
the great congregation.” When you love the Lord
Jesus Christ, you will tell the whole world about
it.

When I learned that the Bible is perfectly
preserved and that I have every word of the Bible
today, I was so happy I had to preach it, I had to
teach it, I had to share it. I could not keep silent, I
had to tell it. I had to “tell it on the mountain” as
one Christmas carol has it. The members of a
new B-P Church called Truth B-P Church which
will hold its first worship service today believe
the same. The conviction of the truth is so great
that they have to stand for the truth no matter
what the cost. So they have named their church
Truth B-P Church and they are so happy in their
most powerful Lord and in His perfectly
preserved Word.

Verse 11-12

“Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from
me, O LORD: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth
continually preserve me. For innumerable evils
have compassed me about: mine iniquities have
taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look
up; they are more than the hairs of mine head:
therefore my heart faileth me.”

Living the Christian life is not a bed of
roses. We have enemies to contend with;
enemies from without and enemies from within.
We too are our own enemies because of our
sins. We face many dangers. There are many
temptations. There are many falsehoods. So we
must constantly pray for God’s protection.
What is comforting to know is that He will
preserve us and we will never be lost (1 Cor
10:13).

The Lord encouraged Joshua with His Word
and His presence, “This book of the law shall
not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy
way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success. Have not I commanded thee? Be
strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”
(Josh 1:8-9). Sometimes, our heart may fail us,
but trust in the Lord and in His Word, they will
never fail us.

Verses 13-15

“Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O
LORD, make haste to help me. Let them be
ashamed and confounded together that seek
after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven
backward and put to shame that wish me evil.
Let them be desolate for a reward of their
shame that say unto me, Aha, aha.”

Who are those who seek to destroy our soul
and our testimony? The devil is one. 1 Pet 5:8
says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour.” The
other are his agents—false prophets and false
teachers, “Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves” (Matt 7:15). And
then there are those from within the church who
are false brethren; Paul spoke of “false
brethren” who have crept in unawares who seek
to distract, distress, and destroy (Gal 2:3). They
are false accusers who say “aha, aha.” Satan
does it best when it comes to false accusation,
telling lies—for he is the accuser of the
brethren (Rev 12:10).

(Cont’d on back page)
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jan 23 – 29, 2006) 

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ  
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)  
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  No Prayer Meeting 
SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting 
SUN 9.00 am   Worship (Pastor Tow) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study  
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit 
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 235 Bukit Panjang 
Ring Road at 2.30 pm. For details, please contact 
Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330. 
There will be no Sunday School and 
Catechism Class next Lord’s Day. Worship 
Service will commence at 9.00 am. 
Ladies Fellowship and Family Bible Study 
Fellowship will be holding a Combined Meeting 
at the home of Dr Francis and Mrs Stephanie Lee 
on Jan 31, 06 (Tue) at 11 am. Address: 35 
Moonbeam Terrace (off Holland Road), 
Singapore 277308. Tel: 64652272. Message: 
“Role of Mother in a Christian Home” by Rev 
Timothy Tow. All are welcome.  
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be 
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Tay Bee Heng 
on Feb 3, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: Blk 526 
Serangoon North Ave 4, #02-110, Singapore 
550526. Tel: 64833878.  
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $6,418.00 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Amos 
Go (Myanmar) $1,500; Rev Pang Kok Hiong 
& Saipan Mission $100; Kuantan Mission $50; 
Hien & Brisbane Ministry $1,000, $100, $50; 
Bible Witness Ministry $100; Elder Tan Nee 
Keng $100; Isaac (FEBC) $500; Merlin $50; 
Manling (FEBC) $50; Febian (FEBC) $50; 
Jeremy (FEBC) $50; FEBC Student $50; 
Barnabas Yap $50; Wendy Teng $50; FEBC 
Students (Holy Land Trip) $500; FCM $100; 
FEBC $300, $250, $200 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$11,818.00 
Church Building Fund: $10,000, $1,000, 
$200, $105, $50 Total: $424,482.60 
Sunday School Offering: $314.00 
Verse for the Week: There shall no evil 
happen to the just: but the wicked shall be filled 
with mischief. Prov. 12:21 
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of 
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to 
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am to 
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).  
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar 
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Speakers: Rev Stephen 
Khoo & Rev Errol Stone.  
We wish God’s richest blessings on 
Pr Eduardo Morante and family as they left 
for Melbourne, Australia on Jan 17, 2006.  
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 88, 
Room 13. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 116                         
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.  107 
Psalm No. 230 
Announcements 
Special Number Indonesian Students 
Offering & Hymn No. 309     
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text Col. 3:12-13 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Koa Keng Woo 
Sermon                           What kind of image do you 
  have? 
Closing Hymn No. 404    
Benediction Rev Koa Keng Woo 

Why We Do Not Cremate 
(Message delivered by Pastor at the True Life Church 

10.30 am Service, Jan 8, 06) 
Text: John 11:17-27 

Why We Do Not Cremate. This is the title of 
my message for this week. It has come as the result 
of a request from Betty Tay for her aged father, 
101 years old, who went home to the Lord on Jan 
3. As it is a big family and most of them request 
cremation and we do not cremate, I officiated only 
the Vigil Service on Friday, Jan 6. Hence this 
timely message.  

Cremation is a practice of heathen religions 
such as Buddhism and Hinduism. They have no 
hope of everlasting life beyond the grave so they 
disposed of their dead by burning. Today many 
Christians are also asking for cremation. Why? It is 
becoming a custom. It is for convenience. But it is 
going astray of our Christian practice. 

What we must follow is the Bible. There is no 
practice of cremation in the Bible. Only burial is 

mentioned such as the case of Lazarus,
as recorded in the Text of our message.
When we bury a Christian brother the
pastor will say we commit your body to
the ground, earth to earth, ashes to
ashes, dust to dust, in sure and certain
hope of the Resurrection to eternal life. 

As a pastor it is my duty to bury and
not to burn the dead and I have only one
sermon to preach. It is in the words of
Jesus to Martha, “I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth in
me shall never die. Believest thou this?”
She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe
that thou art the Christ, the Son of God,
which should come into the world. From
what we read we are assured Martha
believed with all her heart. 

These words of Jesus I repeat loudly
to those who follow the coffin to the
graveside is make sure they would
believe. They are directed also to the
undertakers and grave diggers, usually
they are Malays, and I have observed
their submission to God’s Word.
They would not cremate. Because
they believe in the resurrection. Even
Malays. 

Paul has written a whole chapter of I
Cor 15:1-58 on the Resurrection. “If the
dead rise not, let us eat and drink; for
tomorrow we die” (1 Cor 15:32). Paul
follows reasoning of non-Christians. 

Once I engaged a Jewish teacher of
modern Hebrew to teach a large class of
students at Far Eastern Bible College.
Because I paid her very well, when she

 
 
 
 

(Cont’d from previous page) 
on the one hand, and on the other, the
continual rejection and ridicule of his godly
preaching. As to the latter, it is sobering to
note that none were converted by his decades-
long testimony, save his immediate family. 

Truly, then, Noah deserves the epithet,
‘man of faith’ [Heb. 11:7]. 

All of the later inspired writers of Scripture
(Chronicles, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Luke, Paul [in
Hebrews], Peter) took the account of Noah and
of the Flood as literal truth, as did Christ
Himself – see Mt. 24:37-39 and Luke 17:26,
27. 

Verses 12, 13 
  The depth and reach of human perversity is
reiterated as the immediate cause of the global
destruction to come. Note that [v. 12] corrupt / 

txX / shaw-khath'  has the connotation of
destroy. 

Mankind had essentially destroyed
themselves! 

Animals, though not implicated in man’s
moral corruption, were also to suffer the
consequences. 

It should clearly be noted that man was to
be destroyed with the earth – not from the
earth, as purveyors of the Local Flood Theory
would have us believe. The Hebrew
preposition reads, ta / ayth / together with. 

The entire context of the Genesis-account
militates against the flood [lwbbm /
mab-bool' / deluge] being a localised
phenomenon. Peter, in his second epistle,
testifies [3:6] to its global scope.  

 



 was returning to Israel with her husband who
also came to work in Singapore, to say
goodbye, I presented them a JESUS SAVES
clock and preached the gospel to them. But
they rather talked of enjoying life and when
they died that was the end. This is the same
answer you get from other friends, non-
Christians. The question whether they would
be buried or cremated (ie. burned) did not
bother them. Why, they had hope only in this
life. 

Coming back to I Cor 15:1-58, Paul’s
chapter on the Resurrection, we enter the realm
of mystery. We shall not all die and we shall
all be changed. In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (I Cor
15:51-52) 

But the most important factor concerning
the raising of the dead is the raising of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Paul says in Rom 10:9,
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus (ie. confess that He died to pay the
penalty of your sins), and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.” According to Rom 10:9,
we are saved by believing in our Lord’s
Resurrection. 

Whenever we visit the Holy Land one site
we must never miss is the Garden Tomb, the
Empty Tomb. We believe with all our heart
our Lord had risen. 

Why we do not cremate is that we believe
He is risen and we will be risen too. Cremation
leads us to a hopeless end, Burial leads us to an
endless hope. Amen. 

************ 
GENESIS 

Notes From A Weekly Study  
Conducted by Pastor Quek 

(Taken from Newsletter of Cherith Fellowship,  
Vol. 2 Issue 1, Jan  2006, edited by J.T. Joseph) 

CHAPTER 6 
A mere two days before His crucifixion,

Christ highlighted the confluence of signs
which would herald judgement to the

generation that witnessed them – see Mt. 24:3-
39. Thus did Jesus affirm the historicity of
Genesis 6. 

It is therefore of the utmost importance,
both in understanding the past and in seeking
guidance for the future, to appreciate the
content of Chapter 6. 

Verses 1, 2 
Although Scripture is clear that believers

should not wed unbelievers, there is no
concomitant indication that, should such a
union occur, it would be unrecoverable. Thus,
the ‘union’ described laconically in vv. 1 & 2
must surely refer to something quite out of the
ordinary. 

The interpretation hinges on ‘sons of God’
– bene Elohim. 

All of the occurrences in the O.T. of this
peculiar (and specific) phrase, ‘sons of God’,
refer to angelic beings – cf. Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7. 

A similar usage may also be found in: Dan.
3:25; Psa. 29:1; Psa. 89:6. 

We may therefore take these, in the present
context, to be fallen angels who possessed
ordinary men, who then married the ‘daughters
of men’. Note that demons cannot possess
inanimate objects. 

Jude 6 reinforces the interpretation here
adopted. This verse cannot mean all of the
angels that fell with Lucifer, for then there
would be no demons free to roam the earth
through the ages. By a process of elimination,
we conclude that the reference pertains to those
of the fallen host that ‘kept not their first
estate’ in that they commingled with wicked
mortals. The progeny then manifested
wickedness and violence of a depth and on a
scale not seen hitherto. 

Laxity in personal lifestyle was already
widespread. The demonic possession of some
of the men of the time then made them
irresistible to the carnal (but attractive) women
of the period. These men and women became
obsessed with sex [do we not observe this to be
the case in our time?], thus ensuring a rapid
multiplication of progeny who, like their
parents, were demon possessed also. 

Demonic possession of human beings did
occur now and again during OT- and NT-
times, but never on the scale that happened
prior to the Flood. 

Verse 3 
God may have spoken these words in the

days of Enoch, whilst Adam was still alive.
The ‘striving’ is best understood as between
the Holy Spirit and mankind – no other
interpretation would suit the context [see John
16:8]. Note that the Hebrew word deen [strive]
/ !yd carries the idea of judging. 

The allusion to ‘a hundred and twenty
years’ may refer to limitation of the future
lifespan of man – or, to the period remaining
before judgement (in the form of the Flood)
was to fall. 

If we take the latter view as being in
keeping with the context, then it entails God
continuing to ‘strive’ with an increasingly
wicked and rebellious mankind for a final
season of grace.  

 This season of grace was characterised, the
filthiness of mankind notwithstanding, by the
unremitting preaching of God’s word, initially
by Methuselah [the oldest living patriarch at
the time] and thereafter by Noah. 

Recall that the year of birth/year of death
of Methuselah and of Noah were 687/1656 and
1056/2006, respectively, counting forward
from Adam. 

Gen. 7:6 indicates that Noah was 600 years
old when Methuselah died, which is when the
Flood came upon the earth. 

Verse 4 
The coming together of demon-possessed

men and women yielded, as offspring, the lypn
/ nephilim / fallen ones – also called ‘giants’,
as in Numbers 13:33. 

We now realise that all human
characteristics are mediated by genes, which
may be dominant or recessive in a given
population. Variations are brought about by
recombinations or mutations. The latter are
typically induced by external factors, and are

known to produce ‘gigantism’. Thus, those
sceptical of the biblical record should
reconsider their position, for the men and
women of the period were truly abnormal. 

Verses 5 – 7 
These nephilim constituted a driving force

behind the perversion and lawlessness of the
period, conditions which ‘broke’ the long-
suffering patience of the Creator. The Flood
that ensued destroyed all mankind (the ‘eight’
excepted) along with all fauna and flora, and it
is possible that Rev. 20:13 has these lawless
dead in purview when reference is made to the
sea giving up its dead. 

What befell the unholy spirits that kept not
their first estate? These, as II Peter 2:4
testifies, were imprisoned in tartarovw
(Tartaroo), the deepest level of hell, there to
await final judgement. 

Verses 8 – 13 
Here we find the first occurrence of

‘grace’ / !x / khane. 
Did Noah find grace in God’s sight

because he was ‘a just man and perfect in his
generations’? The whole tenor of Scripture
argues otherwise: he was elected by grace,
being at heart a sinner, then justified before
God the Almighty Judge [qyddc / tsad-deek' /
righteous – as justified and vindicated by
God], and in that sense was deemed ‘perfect
in his generations’ [~ymt / taw-meem'  /
without flaw, innocent]. 

On this basis alone could he walk with
God – a principle that has applied through the
ages, and which prevails even in these
charismatic times. 

Let us not here mistakenly or facetiously
assume that Noah was, after all, in a ‘cocoon
of grace’. 

He lived amongst, and dealt daily with,
what was perhaps the most wicked generation
ever to have appeared on the face of the earth. 

The pressure on him to conform must have
been well nigh overwhelming, given the ‘pull’
of  a  licentious  society on his inner sin-nature

                                   (Cont’d on back page) 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 30 – Feb 5, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class
TUE 11.00 am LF & FBF Combined Meeting
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Thu night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship and Family Bible Study
Fellowship will be holding a Combined Meeting
at the home of Dr Francis and Mrs Stephanie Lee
this Tuesday (Jan 31, 06) at 11 am. Address: 35
Moonbeam Terrace (off Holland Road),
Singapore 277308. Tel: 64652272. Message:
“Role of Mother in a Christian Home” by Rev
Timothy Tow. All are welcome.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Tay Bee Heng
this Friday (Feb 3, 06) at 8 pm. Address: Blk 526
Serangoon North Ave 4, #02-110, Singapore
550526. Tel: 64833878.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Feb 4, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Why Study God’s Word?” by Elder
William Seah. For details, please contact Herbert
at 94377715.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $6,837.00
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Bible
College of East Africa $200; Tanzania Bible
College $200; Sembawang BASC under Henry
Tan $400; Wendy Teng $50; FEBC Scholarship
$800
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$8,687.00
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $250, $102
Total: $425,834.60

Sunday School Offering: $454.00

Verse for the Week: Lying lips are abomination
to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his
delight. Prov. 12:22

Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am to
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Speakers: Rev Stephen
Khoo & Rev Errol Stone.

Greetings from Melbourne:
Our family landed safely in Melbourne and our
address is:
3 Insignia Crescent
Berwick, 3806
Victoria, Australia
Our family would like to extend our
appreciation to Reverend Tow, Elders, Deacons,
brothers and sisters in-Christ for fellowship,
care and concern shown towards us.
In Christ,
Eduardo, Janet, Rachel & Mark

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

9.00 am
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 66
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 108
Psalm No. 232
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 27
Offertory Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Eph. 6:1-4
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Tow
Sermon Chinese New Year Promotes

Filial Piety and Parental Love
Closing Hymn No. 236
Benediction Pastor Tow

Chinese New Year Promotes Filial Piety and
Parental Love

(Message delivered by Pastor at the True Life
Church 9 am Service, Jan 29, 06)

Text: Eph. 6:1-4

Today is the beginning of Chinese New Year
and it is appropriate for me to speak on the
subject: Chinese New Year Promotes Filial Piety
and Parental Love. This subject is based on
Ephesians 6:1-4. It reads, “Children, obey your
parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy
father and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise; That it may be well
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the
earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children
to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”

Insofar as China is concerned millions and
millions of Chinese have been on the move to
return home to visit their parents once a year, to

eat the last meal of the 29th night
and to wish their parents well the
next morning. The parents will
bless them with a monetary gift. If
they are aged parents the grown up
sons and daughters will do the
reverse. Christians can follow this
custom. Indeed Chinese New Year
Promotes Filial Piety and Parental
Love.

Why do we worship the Lord at
9 am this Lord’s Day Morning? In
order we may pay our respects to
aged parents, in which case it is
our turn to give them an angpow
(red packet containing money) to
their delight. On the other hand to
our younger siblings we must not
miss giving them their angpows.

If we have aged parents we
might on New Year gather at a
Big Brother’s House and spend a
get together with the rest of the
Big Family. This will promote
good relationships. But if one or
two small families will be absent,
it may mean bad relationship
which we do not want to see
happen in a big Christian Family.

At Chinese New Year we may
see the extension of the
celebration to the whole Church,
inasmuch as members would
come. In Singapore we enjoy two
days of Chinese New Year
vacation. When Chinese NewYoung People’s Fellowship and Truth BPC YF Combined Meeting, Jan 21, 2006



Year falls on a Sunday or holiday its
vacation is extended to Tuesday Jan 31.
An enthusiastic Christian and his equally
zealous wife make it a point to invite the
pastor to preach an Anniversary Message
requested by the Ladies with a fellowship
lunch thereafter. Doesn’t it seem to us
Chinese New Year is more than
promoting filial piety and parental love?
God will surely bless such a broad hearted
home. The joy of sharing Christian
Fellowship is such joy you cannot
experience anywhere else. It is a first joy
we receive out of heaven which the world
knoweth not. So, as for me, I must
specially prepare my Anniversary
Message and tell about my excitement
beforehand to our brothers and sisters,
Tuesday Morning 11 am, Jan 31. Amen!

***************
The YPF’s Statement on a 100%
Perfect Bible Without Mistake

In the early years of the Bible-
Presbyterian Church in Singapore, the
preservation of the Bible was a non-issue
as it was accepted as matter of fact.
However, in recent times, the preservation
of the Bible has become an issue with
certain parties denying the Verbal Plenary
Preservation (VPP) of the Bible. The
Young People’s Fellowship (YPF) of True
Life Bible-Presbyterian Church stands
firmly on the doctrine of VPP. As a matter
of contending for the faith (Jude 3), we
will like to issue the following statement
to affirm our positional stand.

“We believe in the divine, Verbal
Plenary Inspiration (Autographs)
and Verbal Plenary Preservation
(Apographs) of the Scriptures in the
original languages, their consequent
inerrancy and infallibility, and as the
perfectly preserved Word of God, the
supreme authority in faith and life

(2 Tim 3:16, 2 Pet 1:20-21; Ps 12:6-7;
Matt 5:18; 24:35).

The Bible is none other than the voice
of Him that sitteth upon the throne. Every
book of it, every chapter of it, every verse
of it, every word of it, every syllable of it,
is direct utterance of the Most High. The
Bible is none other than the Word of
God, not some part of it more, some part
of it less, but all alike the utterance of
Him that sitteth upon the throne,
faultless, unerring, supreme. Amen.”

The YPF declares that we have a
Perfect Bible today! “For all flesh is as
grass, and all the glory of man as the
flower of grass. The grass withereth, and
the flower thereof falleth away: But the
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And
this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you.” (1 Peter 1:24-25).
Soli Deo Gloria. Amen.

***************
THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:

Chapter XVII
John 17:16-21

4. For the sanctification of believers
5. For the spiritual unity of believers

While Jesus has asked the Father to
guard His children against the attacks of
the world and of the evil one, He sees a
greater peril from within. That is that they
might give way themselves to the inroads
of the world and of Satan. Proof: the big
turnover in many churches of dropouts,
backsliders. Can you name some in the
apostolic church?

How to guard them from within?
Sanctify them! That is consecrate, or
devote, set apart them entirely to Himself
and defend them as His sacred property
(Calvin). And the means of this setting
them apart process is with His truth. Truth
not in a theoretical sense but according to
“Thy Word”.

Word here means the teaching of the
Gospel which the apostles had heard from
the Master’s mouth. In the complete sense it
must be the whole Bible inasmuch as Paul
has declared that the Church is cleansed with
the washing of water by the Word. (Eph.
5:26) How important it is to read and
meditate on the Bible daily. God’s Word is
the most powerful means of grace to keep us
from temptation and from the evil one.

During the early days of the 16th Century
Reformation there were fanatics among the
Anabaptists who relied on visions and
hallucinations to be God’s communications
to them, at the expense of the Word. These
were denounced by Calvin who clung to the
Scriptures. Today there has arisen a similar
phenomenon of those who stress more on
self-revelations, dreams and visions than on
the Word of God. This is the surest way to
perdition.

Apart from sanctifying them by the Word
Jesus prays for unity of believers of the
coming generations, for a more effective
witness to the world. Here is a Biblical
ecumenism of believers who are grounded
on the Truth, who stand together on His
Holy Word. But this verse (21) has been
used by promoters of the Ecumenical
Movement to drive towards a super world
church, for a reunion with Rome and a
syncretism with human religions. The unity
that Jesus prays about is spiritual as that
which binds the branches to the tree and not
humanly organised unity, Satan’s great
deception to the church of the end-times. If
you are a member of a church linked to the
World Council of Churches, what must you
do?

John 17:21-26

6. That the world may believe.
7. That believers may be with Him in

Heaven to behold and share His glory.

As we have stated, there is a Biblical
ecumenism, a unity of believers against
fragmentation of the Church that works as a

more effective witness to the world (v. 23).
What Jesus is talking about is not separation
from unbelief which is Biblical and
legitimate. What Jesus is talking about is
schism, which Chambers defines as “breach
of unity without justifiable cause” e.g. the
schismatic division in the Corinthian
Church under the names of Paul and
Apollos, under Cephas and even under
Christ! (I Cor 1:12) Beware of personality
cults in the Church!

When a church is united, great will be
her power of witness. “United we stand,
divided we fall.” Let us therefore be careful
to cultivate this spiritual unity that is
inherent in the church, as the branches are
united with the tree. It is clearly there, not to
be built up piece by piece like the Tower of
Babel, like the organised unity the World
Council of Churches is striving to make. Let
us take away the little foxes of egotism,
rivalry, jealousy, suspicion, gossip,
backbiting, character assassination, and you
name them, “that spoil the vines: for our
vines have tender grapes” (Song of
Solomon 2:15). Beware of little cliques in
the Church!

And when we reach heaven will we not
be one with Him to behold His glory, and
the centre of that glory is love! Our unity in
the bonds of Christian love on earth are but
a rehearsal and foretaste of the heavenly
glory to come when we will not only be
with the Son, but also with the Father, the
fountain of eternal love. Unity cannot live
without the freshened air of love!

Earthly friendship is all but vain
In a mirror can be seen

Men’s hearts vary as their faces
But their feelings are the same

Face to face that Day we shall meet,
Gathered round our Father’s feet

In sincerity and in truth
And our differences removed.

– Jason Linn
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 6 – 12, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 5,
Room 507, Stevens Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Pr Dennis Kwok)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Pilgrims going on the 12th Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land are to meet at RELC, Room 507,
Stevens Room this Fri (Feb 10, 06) at 8 pm for a
time of Prayer and final instructions.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Feb 11, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “How to Study God’s Word” by Sis
Carol Lee.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,656; RM10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $100;
Rev Jeffrey Khoo $50; Joshua Khoo (Kuantan)
$50; Thadeaus (FEBC) $25; FEBC Students’
Trip to Holy Land $1,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$10,081, RM10
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $400, $50,
$30 Total: $427,314.60

Verse for the Week: A prudent man concealeth
knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth
foolishness. Prov. 12:23

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying on the book of
I Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are
welcome. The Sunday School Lessons are taped
and available for free download at our website
at http://www.febc.edu.sg/sermons.htm.

Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am to
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).

Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Speakers: Rev Stephen
Khoo & Rev Errol Stone.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 540
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 111
Psalm No. 236
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 183
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text John 10:11-18, 27-29
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Blessed Assurance

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 17
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Theology and Missions
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Lord Jesus Christ—the Lord of the
harvest—in Matthew 28:18-20 says, “All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

No Theology, No Missions!

No Theology, no missions! Theology is the
study or the knowledge of God. Biblical
Missions have to do with telling people who
and what God is, and that Jesus Christ is the
only Saviour of the world and the only way to
heaven.

Missions must always be Word-centred. It
is not man’s intelligence or methods but God’s

Word and God’s Word alone that
will transform hearts and change
lives for eternity. That was why
Jesus commanded His disciples to
“teach all nations … teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you.” Note that
the word “teach” occurs twice. The
Great Commission is a Didactic
Commission.

Not Social But Spiritual Gospel

The Church is not called to feed
the world with a social gospel of
bread and butter. Such a gospel of
bread and butter can satisfy our
body but it cannot satisfy our soul.
The bread of this world can satisfy
us temporarily but not permanently.
That is why the Church is called to
feed the world not with a social
gospel but a spiritual gospel, not the
bread of flesh which lasts for a
moment but the Bread of Life which
lasts forever.

Jesus says, “I am the bread of
life: he that cometh to me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth
on me shall never thirst” (John
6:35). The Bread of Life refers not
only to Jesus Christ Himself who
died for our sins and rose again
from the dead according to the
Scriptures which is the good news
of salvation to the world, but also
the Holy Scriptures—the words of
eternal life (John 6:68). We must

We thank God for good progress of Joshua Wong, Mrs Helen Eio’s nephew.
Continue to pray for his spiritual, mental and physical development.



tell the world about the (1) Living Word—
Jesus Christ, and His (2) Written Word—
the Holy Scriptures.

Who can save me from my sins? Only
Jesus Christ! What can wash away my
sins? Only the Blood of Christ! Christians
have truly good news for this sin-cursed
world. That was why the Apostle Paul
said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom
1:16).

Bible College First, Not Mission Field

If the Word of God is that which is
essential and vital for missions, it goes
without saying that those who wish to
enter into ministry and missions must be
thoroughly trained in and equipped with
the Word of God. Some may have the
zeal to go to missions but do not wish to
be trained first; such become dangerous
people, for zeal without knowledge can be
deadly. Saul of Tarsus hurt the church
badly with his great zeal that was not
according to knowledge (Rom 10:2). Saul
the zealous must become Paul the learned
if he is to be effective for the ministry of
the gospel.

It is no wonder that Paul should speak
of the Scriptures as being indispensable
for the spiritual life and growth of a
believer, “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim
3:16-17). It is no wonder that Paul should
seek to declare the whole counsel of God
in his work of missions and evangelism,
“Wherefore I take you to record this day,
that I am pure from the blood of all men.

For I have not shunned to declare unto
you all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:26-
27).

If there is anyone who desires to enter
into full-time ministry or missions, the
first place to go is not the mission field,
but the Bible College. It is not our zeal
for lost souls but our faithfulness to
God’s Word that will determine our
success in ministry and in missions. That
was why Paul told Timothy, “Study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Tim 2:15).

Needed: Faithful Not Faithless
Missioners

“The harvest truly is plenteous, but
the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send
forth labourers into his harvest” (Matt
9:37-38). Pray for more to enter into full-
time ministry, but first to be trained in
the Bible College. Indeed, “the trend is
toward the trained.” But be sure that your
training be gained from a Bible-believing
and Bible-defending school. Seek a
faithful school and not a faithless school.
Biblical Missions must be entrusted to
faithful and not faithless men as Paul told
Timothy, “And the things that thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim
2:2).

Who will answer God’s call to
Biblical Missions? Will you be like the
prophet Isaiah? “Also I heard the voice
of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then said I, Here
am I; send me” (Isa 6:8).

***************

Ladies Fellowship

A Word of Thanksgiving by Sis Jenny Kan
at the LF 2nd Anniversary, Jan 31, 2006

Greetings in the name of our Living
and Loving Savior, Jesus Christ. We thank
the Lord that He has seen us through two
years in True Life B-P Church. We also
thank our Heavenly Father for His grace
toward us. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mrs Quek for hosting
our meetings at her home on the first
Wednesday of every month for the past
two years. As from this year, we would
like to hold our meetings at the homes of
different sisters or rent a room at the
RELC. We pray for God’s guidance and
also for sisters to come forth to open their
homes. We thank God for Dr Jeffrey Khoo
who will be teaching from the book of
Esther for the following six months.

The Ladies Fellowship, as the name
suggests, is for ladies and not for married

women only. So we urge all ladies, young
and old, married or unmarried to join
us. Like the ladies whom we read about in
the early church, we hope, like them, we
can be the “backbone” of the church, to
serve one another, to care for one another
and most importantly to learn at the feet
of Jesus how to be what He wants us to
be.

We understand that many of our ladies
are busy with their work, but if they can
avail themselves at the meeting, just one
Wednesday each month, they will realise
how the Lord will refresh their tired
minds and body through the preaching
of His Living Word. Many ladies have
testified on how they have come away
from the meetings feeling refreshed and
blessed. We pray more ladies will come
to join the fellowship and receive the
manifold blessings from our Heavenly
Father. God Bless.

Ladies Fellowship & Family Bible Study Fellowship Combined Meeting, Jan 31, 2006
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 13 – 19, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm YPF 2nd Anniversary
3.30 pm AF 1st Anniversary

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class

10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the
Far Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship 2nd Anniversary
will be held this Sat (Feb 18, 06) at 3.30 pm.
Venue: Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole
Crescent. Message: “Loving God and His
Word” by Rev Timothy Tow. For details,
please contact Herbert at 94377715.
Adults Fellowship 1st Anniversary will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs William Teo
this Sat (Feb 18, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk
835 Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Message:
“Why Fellowship” by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For
details, please contact William Teo at
91831150.
Sis Chan Pui Meng will be presenting slides
on Kenya Mission at our Prayer Meeting this
Friday (Feb 17, 06), 8 pm.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $9,616
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $40; Dr Paul
Hooles $300; Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $300;
Tanzania Bible College $2,000; Wendy Teng $50;
FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC Scholarship $350
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$12,989
Church Building Fund: $10,000, $50 Total:
$437,364.60

Sunday School Offering: $479.00

Verse for the Week: The hand of the diligent shall
bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute.
Prov. 12:24

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying on the book of
I Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are
welcome. The Sunday School Lessons are taped
and available for free download at our website
at http://www.febc.edu.sg/sermons.htm.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am to
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone.
At the Book Table: Children’s Books available
for sale today.
Pastor Tow will be speaking at the Indonesian
Anniversary Service this Lord’s Day, 4 pm.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan who is admitted to
NUH Hospital Ward 88 last Thursday evening.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 40
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 115
Psalm No. 241
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 268
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text John 10:10
Sermon Abundant Life

(Pr Dennis Kwok)
Closing Hymn No. 173

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Pastor Tow

PASTORAL CHAT

My dear Readers

Please read Zechariah Chapter 8:20–23 as
follows:

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet
come to pass, that there shall come people, and
the inhabitants of many cities: And the
inhabitants of one city shall go to another,
saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the
LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go
also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall
come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem,
and to pray before the LORD. Thus saith the
LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to
pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all
languages of the nations, even shall take hold of
the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go
with you: for we have heard that God is with
you.

Do you know that we Pilgrims to Jerusalem
are mentioned by the Prophet Zechariah? And

Ps. 122:6 blesses those who pray for
the peace of Jerusalem! No wonder
every one of our Pilgrimages to
Jerusalem, eleven and this one the
twelfth has been mightily blessed. O
Lord, be merciful unto us!

Do you know the 47 Pilgrims,
including two children are leaving for
Jerusalem in a matter of a month
spending 15 days from Mar 9 – 23,
2006? Last Friday an Israeli lady
officer came to RELC to welcome us
to Israel with maps and other
literature to brighten our way!

Included in the Pilgrimage will be
12 FEBC students who are helped to
come along. Theirs is a study tour
whereby they can earn two credits by
making a report on this trip.

Our going is timed for March so
you will enjoy the coolness of the
journey. So be sure you are warmly
clad even with a shawl and woollens.

Please observe all rules. I
understand we are flying early in the
morning (6.35 am) by Qatar Airlines
one of the up and coming airlines
originating from the Middle East and
our first destination is Amman and
first visit is Petra. We shall see Edom
before climbing Mt. Nebo where
Moses climbed but because of one
mistake he made he could only see the
Promised Land. He had to die there
and be buried without a trace. As the
Dead Sea water is cleaner on Jordan’s
side we should be swimming on
Jordan’s side.

Church Choir singing Psalm 150
at Chinese New Year’s Worship Service, Jan 29, 06



As the Baraka Conference Centre is
offered for sale we will not stay with Miss
Davenport. This time we are staying in
hotels and in Jerusalem we shall stay on the
Mt. of Olives overlooking the Wailing Wall,
Jewish most sacred site. The uppermost
thought in our mind is your safety to and
from the Holy Land these 15 days.

“Do good to someone everyday wherever
you go!”

Shalom.
Your affectionate pastor

T. T.
***************

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:
Chapter XVIII

John 18
To desperate disciples who defend Him,
Jesus Christ remains their Shield of Life.

Did you notice that between Jn. 14:31
and Jn. 18:1, between leaving the Passover
chamber (in Jerusalem city) and entering the
Garden of Gethsemane (outside the city)
there is a long interlude of three chapters of
sermon and prayer? What towering
luxuriance of the Word of Life that dwarfs
the scanty sayings of Confucius to his
disciples! Why don’t students of philosophy
read the Words of Jesus, for then they must
say, the tastings from the Vine of Life are
sweeter! And, where are Mao’s sayings?

At last, zero hour strikes. John leaves the
Gethsemane agony of His Master to the
other Evangelists. He tells his story rather
abruptly with Traitor Judas and the Jewish
Gestapo bursting upon the scene. As
abruptly, the Master repelled the assailants
with a stentorian “I AM”. At that, the strong
ones “fell to the ground” (v. 6). And did He
not do this, like a mother lion defending her
whelps, for the safe-keeping of the
disciples? “If therefore ye seek me, let these
go their way.” How our Lord cares for His
own! Do you know He is watching over you
even now, every hour, every minute, to keep
you from every evil?

Peter the impulsive, with a swish, sliced
off Malchus’ ear! But Jesus restrained him
from further action of his fleshly arm.
Jesus, knowing that the hour had arrived,
yielded to brute force.

Now the Roman Government had given
certain religious freedom to the Jews so
that they had their own courts, as the
British allowed Muslims in Malaysia to
have theirs to determine religious issues.
That is why we see Jesus taken not by
Roman police but by Jewish Gestapo. It
was during our Lord’s arraignment before
the high priest that Peter, shadowing
nervously “outside the palace,” denied Him
thrice, “and immediately the cock crowed”.
John, who most probably was with Peter,
noted this cockrow, which the Master had
earlier predicted. Even a cock can keep
time for the Lord!

From Jewish Sandhedrin to the Roman
Governor, but our Saviour was sentenced
to death by the kangaroo court of the
shouting crowds.

O, the terror of mob psychology!
Beware lest you join a crowd to do evil,
not knowing the evil you are in!

John 18:2-11
He Who is Prepared to Die is Not Afraid of

Death

We have noted earlier that he who is
afraid to die has died a hundred deaths.
Conversely, he who is prepared for it is not
afraid. Our Lord who wills to permit
Himself to be betrayed can never die!
The disciples had not learned to steel
themselves to this will power yet, but they
did when they followed in the Master’s
footsteps at the end of their lives. Read the
parting words of Peter and of Paul! Legend
tells us that all the Apostles suffered
martyrdom, save John.

Imprisonment and martyrdom have
overtaken the Chinese Church. Watchman
Nee, on the eve of his release, died, after

nearly twenty years spent behind bars.
Wang Ming-tao having survived numerous
tortures, is now released, a living witness in
his eighties. Going through Gethsemane
with our Lord, let us of the young
generations pray we may stand loyal for His
Cause to the end.

What are the verses that tell of our Lord’s
self-preparation? V. 4 says, “Jesus therefore,
knowing all things that should come upon
Him, went forth . . .” He did not run but
rather met His captors eyeball to eyeball.
Can you stand erect in the face of
overpowering odds? Cultivate moral power!
Sir Gallahad said, “My strength is as the
strength of ten, because my heart is pure.”
Daniel could stand up to the Lions because
he was prepared in his conscience to face his
foes. It has been noted that a mouse could
have killed him were he of less purity of
heart.

The story is told of how Chiang Kai-shek
was ambushed by Rebel Chang Hsueh-liang.
The unbending moral power of the
Generalissimo repelled his captor. Now
Chiang Kai-shek was a devout Christian and
Madam Chiang also who was with him.
“With Christ in the vessel we can smile at
the storm.”

Were not the disciples relieved by the
forceful character of their Saviour? They
went away from the arrest untouched. “That
the saying might be fulfilled, which He
spake, ‘Of them which Thou gavest me have
I lost none.’ ” (cf. John 17:12).

Memorise: “For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his
life for my sake shall find it” (Matt. 16:25).

John 18:10-11 (Matt. 26:47-56; Mark
14:43-50; Luke 22:47-53)

“The Arm of Flesh Will Fail You”

What would we have done the night of
the Arrest? You and I would have slunked
away in the face of overwhelming odds. So

did all the disciples (Matt. 26:56; Mark
14:50) except Peter.

Peter is the only one to stand up for his
Lord. It was he who tried to defend Jesus,
the stalwart in loyalty and impulsive in
action. With a swish, he sliced off the high
priest’s servant, Malchus’ ear. Mr. Loyalty,
Sir Bravery! Surely our Lord had
appreciated Peter’s dash of devotion. Note
that nowhere did our Lord chide Peter for
his zeal. Peter had acted within the limits
of righteous self-defence.

There was a case reported in London of
a small Chinese boy who stabbed a big, fat
bully of an English classmate in self-
defence. When it was proved that this little
fellow was intimidated on numerous
occasions before this fated stabbing, the
jury acquitted him. It is for the reason
of self-protection that Jesus before
Gethsemane had said to the disciples, “He
that hath no sword, let him sell his
garment, and buy one” (Luke 22:36). And
when they found two, He remarked, “It is
enough.”

While Peter had acted in loyal devotion,
there is that characteristic of over-
impulsiveness in him that must be curbed.
Hence the injunction in Matthew 26:52,
“Put up again thy sword into his place: for
all they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword.”

There is a place for righteous self-
defence in a Christian’s life, but the sword
he should wield always is rather the sword
of the Spirit. When the Pilgrim Fathers first
arrived in America they had to carry guns
to defend themselves against marauding
Indians. Ultimately, it was the Gospel that
won the natives over.

The internecine strife between Arab and
Jew in the Middle East confirms the truth
of Jesus’ statement. While self-defence
might require us to carry a sword, let us not
trust in the arm of flesh.
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Feb 20 – 26, 2006) 

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ  
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)  
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 5.30 pm  Family Bible Study Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  Catechism Class 
  10.30 am   Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study  
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
combined Bible Study with Berean YF this Sat 
(Feb 25, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those 
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender 
MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please contact 
Herbert at 94377715.  
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Feb 25, 06) at 5.30 pm. Venue: Mr 
and Mrs Bernard Tee’s home at 19A Hillview 
Avenue, Hillview Park, #08-06 Singapore 
669554. Program: Bible Study on Habakkuk by 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please contact 
Edward at 93887328. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Feb 
26, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please 
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.  
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 88 
Room 16. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$6,465; RM30 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Bible 
College of East Africa $1,040; Tanzania Bible 
College $1,040; Gethsemane BPC Ministries 
$150; FEBC Students $250, $50; Wendy Teng 
$100; FEBC $300, $250 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$9,845; RM30 
Church Building Fund: $339, $180 Total: 
$437,883.60 

Sunday School Offering: $474.00 
Verse for the Week: Heaviness in the heart of 
man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it 
glad. Prov. 12:25 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying on the book of 
I Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are 
welcome. The Sunday School Lessons are taped 
and available for free download at our website 
at http://www.febc.edu.sg/sermons.htm. 
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of 
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to 
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am to 
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).  
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar 
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated 
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom 
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo 
& Rev Errol Stone.  
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be 
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Eio Eng Hua on 
Mar 3, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: No. 20   
Irrawaddy Road, #08-02 Elegance View 
Singapore 329550. Tel: 62514256. Dinner will 
be served at 6.30 pm.  
At the Book Table: Children’s Books available 
for sale today. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Pastor Tow 
Opening Hymn No.     5                           
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.    84 
Psalm No. 169  
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 106 
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Tow 
Scripture Text Galatians 2:20 
Sermon                           A Christ-Driven Life 
   (Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 192 
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

PASTORAL CHAT 
My dear Readers 

THE REBIRTH OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH 
AND THE MILLENNIUM 

Because of turning away from Jehovah 
their God, Israel the Northern Kingdom was 
taken captive by Assyria in 722 BC. The Ten 
Tribes were scattered and never returned. 

Because of turning away from Jehovah 
their God, Judah was taken captive by 
Babylon from 606 to 586 BC. As for Judah,
Jeremiah prophesied this captivity would last 
70 years (Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10). So there 
was a first return in 536 BC to coincide with 
the first batch of captives in 606 BC with other 
batches following. 

The prophecy of Jeremiah in chapters 30 
and 31 look far beyond the return from 
Babylon. It describes a final return with the 
rebirth of Israel as a united nation (no more 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel of
Ten Tribes and the Southern
Kingdom of two tribes, Judah and
Benjamin). In the reborn Israel as
one nation David will be king, and
who is this greater David but Jesus
the son of David according to the
flesh. Therefore it will be an earthly
reign which will be a thousand
years, mentioned six times in
Revelation 20:2-7. It will be Christ
reigning over a reborn earth out of
total destruction in the last days. 

Here are the relevant passages
looking forward to Israel’s total
peace and prosperity above the
2,000 years of diaspora. Israel began
to be regathered worldwide when
she became a nation on May 14,
1948. 

“For, lo, the days come, saith the
LORD, that I will bring again the
captivity of my people Israel and
Judah, saith the LORD: and I will
cause them to return to the land that
I gave to their fathers, and they shall
possess it.” 

At that time the newly restored
nation numbered only 600,000. Now
the year is 2006. After 58 years,
Israel’s population has risen to over
7 million with 10% Arab citizens. 

Our Lord’s return is any time
now. Rev. 9:13-16 says, “And the
sixth angel sounded, and I heard a
voice from the four horns of the

 

 

Come O Come Our Lord Jesus 
T. Tow 

 
 

Come O come our Lord Jesus O come we pray 
Let all eyes behold Him come in clouds of heaven 

He shall rule a thousand years and Satan shall be bound in hell 
For our Lord comes from heaven to His glorious reign 



 golden altar which is before God, Saying
to the sixth angel which had the trumpet,
Loose the four angels which are bound in
the great river Euphrates. And the four
angels were loosed, which were prepared
for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a
year, for to slay the third part of men. And
the number of the army of the horsemen
were two hundred thousand thousand: and
I heard the number of them.” Here it says
the final war will break out at the great
river Euphrates. This is Iraq where war
will break out the last time. 

All these signs of the end times are
signs of our own times. It will be the Third
World War as pronounced by Dr
Walvoord of Dallas Seminary. Let us be
alert and be ready to be caught up to be
with Christ in the air from total
destruction. Amen. 

Your affectionate pastor
  T. T.

*************** 
THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 

Chapter XVIII 
John 18:12-14 

From Pillar to Post 
It was the dead of night when they

took hold of Jesus in the garden of
Gethsemane. While the other Evangelists
focus on the trial before Caiaphas and the
Sanhedrin, it is John who adds the detail
of a preliminary inquiry before Annas, the
high priest emeritus. His house is thought
to be situated on a slope of the Mount of
Olives not far from Gethsemane. It is John
who points out Caiaphas, the high priest in
office as he who had unconsciously
spoken the prophecy that “one man should
die for the people ...” which was now in
the nervous process of fulfillment. 

After trial before the high priest and
Jewish leaders Jesus was brought before

Pilate. But it is Luke who gives another
detail (23:6-12) not recorded by John,
Matthew or Mark, of an intervening trial
before Herod. 

The Jews had inherited from Moses
“statutes and judgments so righteous as
all this law” (Deuteronomy 4:8) and the
Romans had taken from the Jews the
Law and transmitted it to all the world.
Yet, our Lord was never given a fair trial,
nor according to legal procedure. Read
each of the four Gospels to get a
composite picture. Judge for yourself in
the light of modern jurisprudence
whether any accused person before a
court of law is ever so roughly
manhandled like our Lord. Is shuffled
around, from pillar to post – from Annas
to Caiaphas, from Caiaphas to Pilate,
from Pilate to Herod, from Herod back to
Pilate to be pressurised by a “people’s”
kangaroo court. Not to talk of legal aid
provided by the crown and other legal
rights! 

“He was oppressed, and he was
afflicted, yet he openeth not his mouth:
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.”
(Isaiah 53:7) Why? Why was He shuffled
from pillar to post in a mock trial and
summarily condemned to death? For
you! For me! 

John 18:15-18; 24-27 
“Failure is the mother of success” 
All four Gospels record the episode of

Peter’s denial. This must therefore be a
very important lesson for us. Can you
find the other three accounts? Sword
drill! 

Of the four accounts it is John that
tells the “inside” story. He tells of
another disciple who was known to the

high priest and it was through him that
both gained entry into the high priest’s
palace. It is generally conjectured that
that other disciple was John. How did a
country fisherman become a friend of the
high priest? A fourth century narrative
described John as one who had sold fish at
the high priest’s door before he gave up
the fishing trade. 

Be that as it may, it is the perspiring
devotion of Peter that is now seen, tested
by the fireside. Did Peter know before the
first question was put to him by the girl
who kept the door that he was going to
deny His Master thrice “before the cock
crow twice?” (Mk. 14:30). Did the words
of the Master linger in his ears? 

Christian, seek not yet repose! 
Hear thy guardian angel say, 
Thou art in the midst of foes. 
Watch and pray! 

The second question came from those
who sat by the fireside, according to John,
and the third by a witness of the garden
scuffle, a servant of the high priest, a
relative of Malchus! 

This is one basic examination
prescribed to Peter and to us, followers of
Jesus Christ. An exam which Peter now
miserably failed, but gloriously passed at
the end of his life. His failure became his
success, not only for himself, but to his
comrades, too.  

Let’s not close this book without
reciting Jesus’ earlier admonition to Peter:
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail not: and when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren” (Lk. 22:31, 32). 

Have you failed your Saviour? Be
comforted! He knows our weakness. He
has forgiven us. He desires that we now
rise up to serve Him to the end. 

John 18:19-23 
When Not To Turn the Other Cheek 

“But whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other
also” (Matthew 5:39). This is one famous
saying of Jesus quoted by politicians in
their counter-arguments, by Singapore’s
Second Deputy Prime Minister Mr.
Rajaratnam. But Jesus does not teach His
followers to turn the other cheek blindly.
What He says in the Sermon on
the Mount concerns private injury. A
Christian would rather suffer loss than
demand his pound of flesh in the world’s
obsession to retaliate to the hilt.  

Jesus is seen here struck by an officer
of the high priest’s court. Why didn’t He
offer to be struck again? Rather He stood
His ground: “If I have spoken evil, bear
witness of the evil: but if well, why
smitest thou me?” Jesus, now on trial,
was bearing witness to the Truth. The
inquiry on Him was a public one, and in
the interests of Truth, of Justice, He must
protest. This incident should be studied
by every politician, the more so by
Christian leaders of government. 

So did Paul stand his ground when
struck on the mouth before the Sanhedrin:
“God shall smite thee, thou whited wall:
for sittest thou to judge me after the law,
and commandest me to be smitten
contrary to the law?” (Acts 23:3) 

When on trial for the Truth let your
cheek stand up and speak up! And let it
glow with Divine boldness above the
flame of human faggot and fire. “Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 

“And fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell.” (Matt. 10:28).
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 27 – Mar 5, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Pastor Tow)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed (Mar 1, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: 1A Pine
Grove #08-02 Singapore 590001. Tel: 64660094.
Program: Bible Study on Esther by Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. All are welcome. For enquiries, please
contact Judith at 96729973.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Eio Eng Hua
this Fri (Mar 3, 06) at 8 pm. Address: No. 20
Irrawaddy Road, #08-02 Elegance View
Singapore 329550. Tel: 62514256. Dinner will
be served at 6.30 pm.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Mar 4, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “How to do our Quiet Time?” by Elder
William Seah. For details, please contact Herbert
at 94377715.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 88
Room 16.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $11,647
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $127;
FEBC $2,000, $200, $100; Wendy Teng $20
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$14,294
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $200 Total:
$439,083.60

Sunday School Offering: $516.00

Verse for the Week: The righteous is more
excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the
wicked seduceth them. Prov. 12:26

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying on the book of
II Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are
welcome. The Sunday School Lessons are taped
and available for free download at our website
at http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am to
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 404 Fajar Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai
Mern Yee at 97932330.

Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone. Registration commences
today. Availability of rooms will be on a first-
come-first-served basis. Please register early.
Closing Date: May 21, 2006.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 8
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 111
Psalm No. 236
Announcements
Special Number Rev and Mrs Ronny Khoo
Offering & Hymn No. 120
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Romans 8:26-30
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon All Things Work Together

For Good
Closing Hymn No. 327
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

A Christ-Driven Life
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life

Church 10.30 am Service, Feb 19, 06)

Text: Galatians 2:20

Many Christians and churches today talk about
The Purpose Driven Life and The Purpose Driven
Church of Rick Warren, a pastor of a mega-church
in USA. But let us ask ourselves this question: Are
we as Christians called to be driven by a purpose or
by a Person. Galatians 2:20 makes it very clear that
we are to be driven by Christ and Christ alone; that
we must live for Him and Him alone. Paul says, “I
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

The Bible teaches a Christ-driven life and not a
purpose-driven life. Now, I am not saying that we
should live our lives aimlessly, without direction,
and without purpose. What I am saying is this:
“Purpose” should not be the driving force of our
spiritual life, but Christ our Lord and Saviour.

Christ first before purpose. The Bible
teaches that we must be Christ-driven
before we can be truly purpose-driven.
Man’s purpose is corrupted by self and
polluted by sin, and unless our crooked
purpose in life is straightened out by
Christ, we live in vain. A purpose-
driven life without Christ is empty and
even destructive.

Now, let us study the life of Paul,
and Galatians 2:20 closely to see how
our lives ought to be driven. Should it
be driven by purpose or by Christ?

Purpose-Driven Saul
Let us look at Paul before he was

converted. Paul the Apostle was at first
Saul the Pharisee. Paul’s past life as
Saul the Pharisee was truly purpose-
driven. Paul says in Galatians 1:13-14,
“For ye have heard of my conversation
in time past in the Jews’ religion, how
that beyond measure I persecuted the
church of God, and wasted it: And
profited in the Jews’ religion above
many my equals in mine own nation,
being more exceedingly zealous of the
traditions of my fathers.”

Saul was trained to be a religious
teacher—a Pharisee (Acts 23:6). This
meant that Paul was taught the OT
Scriptures and the Jewish traditions
from young (4-5 years old) both at
home and at the synagogue, and when
he reached 14 years old, he was sent to
Jerusalem for his full-time religious
training. This would continue until he
reached 30 years old. His teacher and
mentor was Gamaliel a well-known and
highly respected rabbi in those days. At
the feet of Gamaliel he was “taught

(Cont’d from previous page)

(2) lovingly sacrificed Himself on the cross to
pay the penalty of our sins so that we might be
forgiven. Our life is bought with a price paid
by Christ. Our life no longer belongs to us, but
to Christ, and our flesh must be crucified with
Christ with all its fleshly lusts if we are to live
a holy life that is driven by Christ.

“The life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God …” This means
we must live a separated life—a life that is far
away from the world, and near to God.
Although we are living in the world, we are
told by the Lord Jesus not to be of this world
(John 17:14-16). A Christ-driven life is a
separated life (2 Cor 6:14; Rom 12:2).

Unless we keep our distance from the
magnetic pull of the world, we will be sucked
in by its deadly power. The magnet is
rendered powerless when the metal pieces are
placed far away from it. Let us keep ourselves
away from the pollutions of this world, but
draw near to the holiness of Christ.

Conclusion

What kind of life do we live? Is it a
purpose-driven life or a Christ-driven life? A
Christ-driven life is driven by God and His
Word, and not by self and the world. A
Christ-driven life is driven by faith and love,
and not by flesh and lust. May the Lord grant
us His grace to live a Christ-driven life to the
glory of God the Father. Amen.



according to the perfect manner of the law
of the fathers, and was zealous toward God”
(Acts 22:3). Saul excelled in his studies and
emerged top of the class. He testified in
Galatians 1:14 that he “profited in the Jews’
religion above many my equals in mine own
nation, being more exceedingly zealous of
the traditions of my fathers”. Saul would be
the equivalent of a summa cum laude,
Harvard-trained Doctor of Theology today.
Saul from his youth was a purpose-driven
man. But what did this make him to do?

His purpose-driven life led him to
commit murder. He agreed to the murder of
Stephen (Acts 8:1). As if that was not
enough, he was fired up to persecute the
Christians—“he made havoc of the church,
entering into every house and haling men
and women committed them to prison” (Acts
8:3). His purpose-driven life saw him going
all out to destroy the church even though the
church did him no harm. Just look at the
purpose-driven zeal of Saul in Acts 9:1-2,
“And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings
and slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired
of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way,
whether they were men or women, he might
bring them bound unto Jerusalem.”

Saul’s purpose-driven life in the
beginning was obviously fuelled by selfish
ambition and blind zeal. Since young, he had
striven to be number one in his studies, and
he achieved it. He was the best among the
young Pharisees. Now as a practising
Pharisee, he wanted to be number one in
terms of accomplishments, and what better
way to reach the top by persecuting the
Church. His campaign against the Christians
would surely put him on the fast track to
glory.

Dear friends, is your life purpose-driven
by such self, pride and sinful ambition?
What are we driven by? The Bible tells us
that all who are without Christ are driven by

sin. Romans 3:10-12 says, “As it is written,
There is none righteous, no, not one: There
is none that understandeth (ie, none is
driven to know who God is and what He is),
there is none that seeketh after God (ie, none
is driven to seek God’s kingdom and His
righteousness). They are all gone out of the
way (ie, there is only a drive to live in the
ways of the world), they are together become
unprofitable (ie, there is only the drive to do
that which is self-destructive); there is none
that doeth good, no, not one (ie, there is only
this drive to do that which is evil and
wicked, and not the good).”

Do you think a person who lives such a
sin-driven life is happy? Everything may
look very good on the outside. But inside,
there is full of emptiness, misery, and pain.
We destroy our own lives when we are
driven by such sinful impulses and desires.
A purpose-driven life without Christ is a sin-
driven life. Our sin-driven life leads to death.
Let us not live a sin-driven life that leads to
destruction but a Christ-driven life that leads
to salvation.

Consider now the Christ-driven Paul.

Christ-Driven Paul

The Lord Jesus Christ confronted Saul on
the Damascus Road, and saved him from his
purpose-driven life that was sinfully and
selfishly directed (Acts 9:16). After he was
born again, Saul the Pharisee became Paul
the Apostle—no more purpose-driven, but
Christ-driven. In his purpose-driven life,
Paul wanted to crucify the Christians (cf
Acts 9:4). Now in his Christ-driven life, he
wants to be “crucified with Christ” (Gal
2:20a). His pride and his ego had died. He
no longer lived for self and personal
ambition. Jesus said in Matt 16:24, “If any
man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me.”

The Christ-driven life is not a life of
fun and games, but a life of suffering and
shame. Consider the Christ-driven life of

suffering and shame in the Apostle Paul. In 2
Cor 11:23-31 Paul says: “Are they ministers
of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in
labours more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths
oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in
the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness,
in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside
those things that are without, that which
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak?
who is offended, and I burn not? If I must
needs glory, I will glory of the things which
concern mine infirmities. The God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is
blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie
not.” Would anyone be willing to suffer like
this if he were not driven by Christ?

The Christ-driven life is not a life of
selfishness, but a life of selflessness. Paul
says, “nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.” This was what Paul
precisely did. None of self, all of Christ! It is
only when we empty our heart of all our
sinful purposes and selfish ambitions, and
fill it with the Lord Jesus Christ, that we will
experience true life—a Christ-driven life that
seeks to live for Christ and Him alone.

In Phil 3:7-8, Paul says, “But what things
were gain to me, those I counted loss for
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win Christ.” This
was the experience of John Sung. Let me
read to you what our beloved pastor—Dr

Timothy Tow— wrote about the life of John
Sung in his book—Asian Awakening:

[John Sung] “quickened his steps toward
America, through the help of a missionary
friend. Though intending to study for the
ministry in fulfilment of his parents’ vow, he
veered again, now to take up science.
He studied in Ohio from 1920-1926,
culminating with the PhD in Chemistry, with
awards of gold keys and medals and cash
prizes. At the height of human glory, he was
cast down with melancholy as the words of
Jesus, ‘For what shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul?’ (Mark 8:36) spoke to his heart. …
This encounter made a deep impression on
him, that to be a servant of God, he must not
look at the world and its riches, nor listen to
man’s ridicule and criticism … To make
sure he would no more be attracted by the
glitters of this world, he threw all his degrees
and gold keys and medals into the ocean on
his voyage back to China.” John Sung could
say like Paul, “But what things were gain to
me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ.”

The Christ-driven life is a life of faith
and love, and not a life of flesh and lust.
Paul says, “and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
Paul is saying that the primary purpose of
His earthly life is to live in and for Christ
and Christ alone, and not for himself. “What
is the chief end of man” (WSC Q1)? Man’s
chief end is “to glorify God and to enjoy
Him forever” is the answer. This is possible
because of the faith and love of Christ who
(1) faithfully kept the Ten Commandments
for us in order to gain the righteousness
that we need to enter into heaven, and

(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 6 – 12, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 6.35 am Pastor Tow & Team leave for

12th Holy Land Pilgrimage
Changi Airport Terminal I
Flight: QR 639

7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Ronny Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
Visitation to Ling Kwang Home this Sat (Mar
11, 06). Please meet outside FEBC Bookroom at
3.00 pm. For details, please contact Herbert at
94377715.
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone. Please register early.
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,964; USD6
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Peter
Clements $1,000; Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $150;
Wendy Teng $300, $100, $50; Gethsemane BPC
$400; Holy Land Trip $300; FEBC Bookroom
$333; After School Care Ministry (under Henry
Tan) $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$11,997; USD6
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $1,000, $200,
$100 Total: $441,383.60

Sunday School Offering: $550.00

Verse for the Week: The slothful man roasteth
not that which he took in hunting: but the
substance of a diligent man is precious. Prov.
12:27

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying on the book of
II Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are
welcome.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am –
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).
Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be conducting two
lectures on “Identification of God’s Preserved
Words”, starting today:
Mar 5, 06: Part I: “Inspiration, Preservation and
Translations.”
Mar 12, 06: Part II: “Canon, Texts and Words.”
Venue: Truth B-P Church, 201 Pandan Gardens,
Level 3 Sanctuary. Time: 3.30 pm. All are
welcome.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 8
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 84
Psalm No. 169
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 27
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Hebrews 11:6
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Tow
Sermon Without Faith, it is impossible

to please Him
(Pastor Tow)

Closing Hymn No. 351
Benediction Pastor Tow

PASTORAL CHAT

My dear Readers

Prayer Changes Things

Since Thursday Feb 23 we received the bad
news that though Jordan allowed the main
body of our Pilgrims to enter the country they
put a halt to six of our students plus his father,
a Vietnamese, seven persons altogether from
entry. When we received the news we turned
to the Lord in prayer.

Immediately I wrote an appeal letter to the
Jordan Ministry of Security explaining our
students of Theology were harmless people
including the Vietnamese pastor of one
student. Besides, the purpose of their coming
was academic. By making a study report of
their trip to Jordan and Israel they could earn 2
credits towards their graduation. We and our
Travel Agent Guiding Star pleaded together.

We have learnt a new lesson and
that is put it to the Lord in prayer.
This matter is brought up to the
Lord at our Church’s Friday Prayer
Meeting. But time is flying. We are
leaving Singapore for the Holy
Land early morning March 9 and
returning Thursday March 23.

On Thursday March 2, we
received good news from our Travel
Agent Guiding Star that the
Intelligence in Jordan has given us
approval for the seven persons to
enter Jordan. Praise the Lord!

Another matter we should
specially bring to the Lord is to
pray for beloved Elder Mahadevan.
Though he is resting at home now,
he is under chemotherapy treatment.
May the Lord have mercy upon him
and his wife. Let Elder Mahadevan
return to Church and chair the
service.

We are living in the very last of
the last days before our Lord comes.
Let me remind you to live
expectantly. Our Bible Camp to be
held in Malaysia at Bukit Tinggi
with Deacon Beng Lee as Camp
Master and Rev Stephen Khoo and
Rev Errol Stone as speakers has an
appropriate message, “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in
Christ’s Kingdom” based on Matt.
24:14, “And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all theAdults Fellowship’s First Anniversary, Feb 18, 2006



world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come.”

Beloved I therefore urge you not to
amass money on earth but to send it up to
heaven.

Your affectionate pastor
T. T.

***************

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:

Chapter XVIII

John 18:24-40

“Suffered Under Pontius Pilate”
– Apostles’ Creed

Although the Sanhedrin had found Jesus
guilty of blasphemy, a capital crime under
Jewish law by stoning, they had no power of
execution under Roman jurisdiction. The
process of law required them to arraign Him
before Pilate the Imperial Procurator. The
judgement hall was the Praetorium, his
official residence in Jerusalem.

Note that John says “it was early”,
signifying how relentless was the Jews’
pursuit of their quarry to the death. They
literally pulled the Governor out of bed. This
they were able to get by because of Pilate’s
misgovernment and need of reconciliation
(cf. Luke 23:12). Politics is always ticking in
the affairs of men! Another reason for
pulling the Governor out was that the Jews
could not enter “the judgement hall” at this
time, for if they did they would be unclean
and the Passover season was on.

Chafing at the indignity of being
awakened at such an hour, Pilate tried to
throw the case back to the Jewish court. The
Jews clamoured for his attention and
ratification, because while they had found
Jesus guilty they needed his sentence “to the
gallows”. John remembers at this point
Jesus’ prediction sometime before Palm
Sunday on the manner of His trial and
execution (Matthew 20:18, 19). “He who is
prepared to die is not afraid of death.”

Compelled by law to try the case, Pilate
examined Jesus in the judgement hall. The
case against Jesus before the Roman
Governor seemed twisted to suit its purpose,
injecting into the new accusation “King of
the Jews” an element of sedition against the
Roman government. Under Jesus’ counter-
questioning if that was Pilate’s accusation or
the Jews’, Pilate tried to evade, knowing he
was serving the Jews’ wily wishes.

Testifying fearlessly to His mission and
to the nature of His kingdom, Jesus stated,
indeed, He was a king, a royal witness to
the Truth. All lovers of Truth were
His subjects. Pilate was familiar with
philosophic language: here’s that Stoic
aphorism that the Wise Man is a King and
the Platonic saying that philosophers are
kings and kings should be philosophers.
Laughing at Truth and its King, he turned to
placate Falsehood.

Chapter XIX

Before Caesar’s Governor Who Tries Him
Jesus Christ Royally Stands the King of Life

John, in conjunction with Matthew and
Mark, relates the scourging of Jesus and how
He was mocked as King of the Jews with
purple robe and thorny crown.

As all the other disciples had fled and
Peter was remorsefully hiding for shame
of his denials, it was John who kept
a continuing vigil over his Master’s
movements to the end. As his purpose is to
supplement what the other Evangelists have
missed, particularly his own eyewitness
accounts, he gives us a briefing of Pilate’s
argument with the Jews outside the
judgement hall at the Pavement, called
Gabbatha in the Hebrew. Were you there
when they screamed for Jesus’ death?

With the other Evangelists John takes us
to Golgotha (in Hebrew, place of a skull),
Calvary in Latin (Luke 23:33). While John
omits what the other Evangelists have
emphasised, he tells his tender personal story

of a new relationship conferred on him and
Mary, the Lord’s mother. John stayed to the
very last till he heard the Saviour’s Victory
Cry, “It is finished!”

John lingered on with his account of
Jesus being pierced in the side. A marvellous
thing happened – there was an immediate
release of blood and water! John trebly
restates the truth of this mysterious
phenomenon.

Let the Water and the Blood,
From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Jesus having died so quickly, there was
no need for the practice of crurifragium or
leg-breaking.

John concludes with Jesus’ burial in the
new tomb of Joseph Arimathaea, a secret
disciple, with the addition of Nicodemus’
loving part. How it ties so beautifully with
him who came to Jesus by night. You never
can tell what fruit will be borne from the
witnessing of a single hour!

And He made His grave with the
wicked,
And with the rich in His death,
Because He had done no violence,
Neither was any deceit in His mouth.

(Isa. 53:9)

John 19:1-13
“I Find No Fault in Him”

In the preliminary session with the Jews
after examining Jesus in the judgment hall, it
is significant to note that weak as his hand
was in yielding to the cry for Barabbas,
Pilate declared, “I find in him no fault at
all.” (John 18:38)

Troubled by a guilty conscience of
momentarily giving in to mob-violence,
Pilate had Jesus scourged. This the
vacillating judge did in order to placate
Christ’s accusers with some measure of
punishment: “Behold, I bring him forth to

you, that ye may know that I find no fault in
him.” (John 19:4) This the more aroused the
ire of the chief priests and officers. “Crucify
him, crucify him”, was their blood-curdling
demand.

Calvin comments, “When he strives so
earnestly and unsuccessfully, we ought to see
in this the decree of heaven by which Christ
was appointed to death. Yet his innocence is
frequently asserted by the judge’s testing, to
teach us that, free from all guilt, he was
substituted as guilty for others, and bore the
punishment due to the sins of others.” Here is
dramatised the doctrine of the substitutionary
atonement that Christ died, the just for the
unjust to pay for the penalty of our sins.
When Pilate at last would let the Jews take
away to crucify, he declared for the third
time, “For I find no fault in him.” (John 19:6)

Overpowered by that troubled conscience
Pilate fought a last-ditch delaying action. He
wanted to know more of the Jews’ accusation
that He had made Himself the Son of God.
He thought he could still rescue this innocent
man, and it tugged strongly in his heart that
he must rescue him. With quickened
assurance he asked the Prisoner, “Don’t you
realise that I have power either to free you or
to crucify you?” The Theologian-in-crisis
however saw a Higher Power: “Thou
couldest have no power at all against me,
except it were given thee from above:
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath
the greater sin.” Though events leading to
Christ’s death were decreed of God, each
actor on the stage of destiny was accountable
for his act, whether good or bad. This is
a high mystery of the doctrine of
predestination taught by the Master Himself.
(Read Mark 14:21)

Pilate, though having washed his hands of
the blood of the Just Man (Matthew 27:24)
must one day stand trial before Him who was
delivered to the Jews by his vacillating act.
Don’t ride two legs on two boats is good
Chinese advice!
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Mar 13 – 19, 2006) 

MON – FRI FEBC Mid-Term Break  
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  Catechism Class 
  10.30 am   Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study  
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Mar 18, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr 
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “Obeying God’s Word” by Dn Tai 
Mern Yee. For details, please contact Herbert at 
94377715.  
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the 
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat (Mar 
18, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835 Woodlands 
St. 83 #12-113. Program: Bible Study on 
Hebrews by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please 
contact William Teo at 91831150.  
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar 
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated 
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom 
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo 
& Rev Errol Stone. Please register early. 
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.  
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $10,386 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $100, 
$100; Tanzania Bible College $2,000; Hien & 
Brisbane Ministry $250, $100; Missions $500; 
Henry Tan’s Ministry $300; Barnabas Yap $50; 
Wendy Teng $50; FEBC Students $300, $250; 
FEBC Scholarship $350; FEBC $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$15,036 
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $1,000, $1,000, 
$102 Total: $444,485.60 

Sunday School Offering: S$389; RM0.10 
Verse for the Week: In the way of 
righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof 
there is no death. Prov. 12:28 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying on the book of 
II Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are 
welcome.  
 

Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of 
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to 
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am – 
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6). 
 

Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be conducting Part II 
of the lectures on “Identification of God’s 
Preserved Words” this afternoon at 3.30 pm. 
Topic: “Canon, Texts and Words.” Venue: 
Truth B-P Church, 201 Pandan Gardens, Level 
3 Sanctuary. All are welcome. 
Pastor Tow is away leading the 12th Holy Land 
Pilgrimage, Mar 9 – 23, 06. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No.   49                                 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.    23    
Psalm No.   16 
Announcements 
Special Number Elder Boaz Boon 
Offering & Hymn No.   47 
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Psalm 23 
Sermon                         The Best Friend 
 (Rev Ronny Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 183 
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction Rev Ronny Khoo 

Without Faith, it is impossible to please Him 
(Message delivered by Pastor at the True Life Church 

10.30 am Service, Mar 5, 06) 
Text: Heb. 11:6 

Nearly a hundred years ago, my grandfather 
was pastor of a small English Presbyterian 
Church in Upper Serangoon, under the direction 
of the English Presbyterian Mission. All Chinese 
Pastors were paid by the English Presbyterian 
Mission and every month when my grandfather 
went to get his salary he would bring me along. 
As for myself I am now 86 years and not far 
away from him. My grandfather preached that 
we must believe in order to be saved. I sat in the 
congregation, week after week. I disagreed in 
my heart and offered good works instead. I 
needed to do something good for how can 
salvation be so easily obtained? 

Believe and be saved, said my grandfather 
again. And suddenly I woke up to hear the word 
believe from many other declarations in the 

Bible, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have
everlasting life”. Paul in Rom. 10:9
said, “That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus (believing
outwardly that He died on the cross to
pay the penalty of your sins), and
shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved”. We are going to the
Holy Land in less than a week’s time.
We shall visit the Empty Tomb and
when we believe that our Lord arose
from the dead, as I believe all will
believe, we will be saved. This is just
one blessing of visiting the Holy
Land. 

We must not only believe Jesus
rising from the dead to be saved. You
will be surprised on what other things
of our Lord we must also believe. We
must believe also that our Lord was
born of the Virgin (Isa. 7:14) and that
He was conceived of the Holy Ghost
(Matt. 1:20). 

As you come to church week after
week you have always thought, like
me before, you have to do something
good for God to be saved. Not do
something good but rather believing
in Jesus is the point. Doesn’t this new
awakening relieve us from that heavy
burden that was not there? 

But the Bible says also, “But
without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God mustYPF Combined Bible Study with Berean B-P Church, Feb 25, 06 



 believe that he is (God), and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him”
(Heb. 11:6). Our faith in God must include
all that God is and in all things showing
ourselves a pattern of good works according
to Titus 2:7 which is Paul speaking again. 

Our faith in God must believe that He
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works
(Titus 2:14). 

Our faith in God must be subject
to principalities and powers, to obey
magistrates, to be ready to every good work
(Titus 3:1). 

Our faith in God must be careful to
maintain good works (Titus 3:8). 

And finally, according to Titus who
exhorts us, Let us learn to maintain good
works for necessary uses, that they be not
unfruitful (Titus 3:14). 

On one hand the Bible teaches us that we
are saved simply by believing. On the other
hand we are told to be saved we must
maintain good works. Both are right. Now
what we say in the following is the test of
good works.  

James 2:14-26 says, “What doth it profit,
my brethren, though a man say he hath faith,
and have not works? can faith save him? If a
brother or sister be naked, and destitute of
daily food, And one of you say unto them,
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them not those
things which are needful to the body; what
doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may
say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew
me thy faith without thy works, and I will
shew thee my faith by my works. Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest
well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith
without works is dead? Was not Abraham
our father justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest

thou how faith wrought with his works, and
by works was faith made perfect? And the
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed unto him
for righteousness: and he was called the
Friend of God. Ye see then how that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith
only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot
justified by works, when she had received
the messengers, and had sent them out
another way? For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead
also.”  

*************** 
 THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 

Chapter XIX 
John 19:14-16 

By What Clock? 
During the Japanese occupation of

Singapore the Lion City was called Syonan.
Under the new Imperial government the
people had to keep two times: Synon time,
as well as Tokyo time!  

During the time of Christ, the Jews were
under Roman rule. There was the Jewish
way of reckoning time as well as the Roman
way. 

The Jews count their hours from 6 am to
6 pm as they do to this day insofar as the
Sabbath is concerned. The Romans, from
Midnight to Noon. 

Now if we read the clock in the Synoptic
Gospels and the clock in John’s Gospel, we
will discover that the former go by the
Jewish clock and the latter by the Roman
clock. Thus John 19:14 tells us it was about
the sixth hour that Pilate said to the Jews,
“Behold your King!” The sixth hour here is
6 am. About 6 am could be 6.10 or 6.15 am.
This would fit into Mark’s account which
says Jesus was crucified the third hour
(Jewish) or 9 am. 

Another difficulty about the time element
is the phrase, “preparation of the passover”
in John 19:14, and “eat the passover” in John

18:28. Did not our Lord and the disciples
keep the passover the previous night?
According to these verses it seems John had
made a serious mistake. Not at all! Dr.
David Smith says, “The phrase ‘eat the
passover’ denoted not merely participation
in the Paschal Supper (Passover meal) which
they had already celebrated the previous
night, but participation in all the business of
Holy Week, especially the feast of
thanksgiving (chagigah) on the afternoon of
the day succeeding the Supper. Hence their
refusal to enter the Praetorium (judgment
hall) that morning. The defilement thus
contracted would have continued until the
evening, and thereby they would be
excluded from the feast of the thanksgiving
in the afternoon. 

As to ‘preparation of the Passover’, the
word ‘preparation’ here does not mean
‘make ready’ for the Passover feast but
rather make preparation for the Sabbath
which begins Friday 6 pm (of the Passover
week). Thus at the close of the narrative of
the Crucifixion Matthew says of the next day
that followed the preparation to be Saturday,
or the hightide of the Jewish Sabbath. Mark
puts it more clearly in 15:42, “And now
when the even (evening) was come, because
it was the preparation, that is, the day before
the sabbath . . .” This is some time before
Friday 6 pm. It has got nothing to do with
making ready for the Passover Supper which
had occurred already. 

John 19:17-22 
The King of the Jews 

While the Synoptic Gospels generally
mention the inscription over Jesus’ head, it
is John who gives us the fullest wording.
The main point of the inscription is The
King of the Jews. 

Who is the King of the Jews? Surely not
this Nazarene, this Jesus whom the Jews had
delivered to be executed! The Jews were
looking for the Messiah, the anointed King
of their own aspirations, one to deliver them

from the Romans. To write “Jesus of
Nazareth the King of the Jews” was a great
insult to the Jewish national spirit. But
wasn’t this the charge the Jews had brought
to gain Roman sympathy? In wording the
inscription as above, we see Pilate paying the
Jews back in their own coin. When requested
to reword “This is Jesus of Nazareth who
said I am the King of the Jews”, Pilate,
smiling gleefully up his sleeves, flatly
refused! Sweet revenge! What Pilate had
written, while it offended the Jews, greatly
pleased God! Pilate was merely restating the
Truth he had unconsciously imbibed from
Jesus’ own testimony. Did He not royally
stand before him a King, and further declared
to him He was King? King of kings, and
King of the Jews in that He is the Greater
Son of David, and will one day return to
judge this earth sitting on His father’s
throne? Jesus indeed is King of the Jews!
How we wish our Jewish friends will
discover this truth and come, bow down
before Him, and be saved! 

Every Christmas message is a special
message to the Jews, to Israel in her throes of
fighting for survival in the hostile Arab
world. 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it,
and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.”
(Isaiah 9:6, 7) 

This despised nobody from Nazareth will
one day so astonish the Jews as their King
and the whole world as their Judge. And until
the King of the Jews who is Prince of Peace
returns to earth, there shall be no peace.
Presidents and Prime Ministers, take note! 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 20 – 26, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 12.10 pm Pastor Tow & Team return from
12th Holy Land Pilgrimage
Changi Airport Terminal I
Flight: QR 638

7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Das Koshy)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat
(Mar 25, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Mar 25, 06) at 5.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Tay Bee Heng’s home at Blk 526
Serangoon North Ave 4 #02-110, Singapore
550526. Program: Bible Study on Habakkuk by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please contact
Edward at 93887328.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $18,716
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Nelson
Were (FEBC) $50; Byju Samuel (FEBC) $50;
Jose Maghanoy (FEBC) $50; Wendy Teng $200;
FEBC $200, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$19,666
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $200, $150, $100
Total: $445,935.60

Sunday School Offering: $440.00

Verse for the Week: A wise son heareth his
father’s instruction: but a scorner heareth not
rebuke. Prov. 13:1

Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of
Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am –
10.15 am. Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).

Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone. Please register early.
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.

There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Mar
26, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.

A Q&A Session on the Verbal and Plenary
Preservation of Scripture will be held this
afternoon at 3.30 pm, Truth B-P Church, 201
Pandan Gardens, Level 3 Sanctuary. All are
welcome.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 34
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 131
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text II Tim. 1:11–2:2
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Faithfulness in Service
Closing Hymn No. 466
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Holy Spirit’s Role in Missions
and Evangelism
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Introduction
We are living in the age of the Holy Spirit

(John 16:7-14). At this period of time, the Holy
Spirit is very active in fulfilling the divine plan
and purpose of worldwide missions and
evangelism through the church (Acts 1:8).

The church in general does recognise the
active ministry of the Holy Spirit during this NT
period of time. However, there is a lot of
confusion over what the Holy Spirit does in His
work of extending the Kingdom of God. The
confusion comes primarily from the charismatic
movement. Third Wave Charismatism says that
the Spirit today is in the business of producing
signs and wonders in order to attract the world
to Christ. I have addressed this charismatic
confusion in my book—Charismatism Q&A
(www.febc.edu.sg/press.htm). So I will not deal
with this here. I want rather to explore with you

the role of the Spirit as revealed to us
by Christ.

The Holy Spirit’s ministry is
revealed by Jesus in John 16:8-14.
Jesus said, “And when he is come, he
will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: Of
sin, because they believe not on me;
Of righteousness, because I go to my
Father, and ye see me no more; Of
judgment, because the prince of this
world is judged. I have yet many
things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will shew you things to come. He
shall glorify me: for he shall receive
of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”
Jesus clearly delineates for us what
the ministry of the Holy Spirit will
be: He will (1) reprove the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment, (2) guide believers into
truth, and in doing all these things,
He will (3) glorify the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Jesus, prior to His ascension, told
His disciples that they “shall receive
power after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth”
(Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit will
not do the work of missions andLadies Fellowship Meeting, 1 March 2006



evangelism alone. He will use the church
and work through its members to spread the
good news of salvation in Christ to all the
world.

In light of what Jesus has said, we find
the ministry of the Holy Spirit in missions
and evangelism to be two-fold:

The Holy Spirit Calls Sinners into the
Saving Knowledge of Christ (John 16:8)

John 16:8 says, “And when he is come,
he will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment.”

God calls people into the saving
knowledge of Christ through His Spirit who
has a ministry of convicting people of sin, of
righteousness and of judgment. Before a
person can be saved, he must realise that he
is totally sinful, helpless to save himself, and
needs the righteousness of Christ. To escape
the judgment of God’s wrath, he must
believe in Christ. The outward call of Gospel
preaching must be accompanied by this
inward call of the Spirit in convicting a
person of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment, if he is to be saved.

In light of this, we should all be
encouraged to do the work of evangelism.
The duty of preaching the good news
belongs to the Christian, but the
responsibility of converting a soul is the
Spirit’s. We ought not to feel guilty or
despondent if people reject the gospel after
we have preached to them. We are not
responsible for soul-winning or soul-saving,
but gospel-preaching. We need just to sow
the gospel seed, it is God the Spirit that
gives the increase. In Acts 2:47, we are told
that it is the Lord who added to His church
such as should be saved.

When we preach the gospel, we need to
preach to all kinds of people: young and old,
rich and poor, high and low. Sometimes, we
neglect preaching the gospel to little children
and to the mentally retarded. We assume that
they would not be able to understand the

gospel. Let us not underestimate the power of
the Spirit in His ministry of bringing such
people into God’s kingdom. The Holy Spirit
can give such people a heightened
intelligence at the point when the gospel is
preached to them, to cause them to
understand and accept Christ as Lord and
Saviour. Let us just be faithful to do the work
of evangelising, and let the Holy Spirit do
His work of convicting and converting.

The Holy Spirit Calls Saints into the
Ministry of the Gospel (Acts 1:8)

Acts 1:8 says, “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.”

All Christians are duty-bound to
evangelise, to preach the good news of
salvation in Christ (Matt 28:18-20). In a
sense, we are all full-time Christian workers.
We are all called to be witnesses for Christ.
In our respective occupations, in our various
places of work, we ought to testify for God in
our speech and in our deeds. The immediate
area of ministry would be our Jerusalem.
That would be those closest to us—our
family and relatives. Then our Samaria—our
neighbours, friends and colleagues at the
workplace. Then to the uttermost part—to
strangers.

Some Christians are especially gifted in
the area of evangelism. The Holy Spirit
endows them with that spiritual gift of
reaching out to the lost (Eph 4:11). They
delight to do this work, and the Lord blesses
their work. We have brother Joseph Chua
who has given out hundreds of thousands of
tracts since 1998. We have our Evangelistic
Band led by Dn Tai Mern Yee who go door-
to-door on the Lord’s Day once every month
to spread the good news. We have sisters
Mui Mui and Helen Eio who go to Kemaman
and Kuantan regularly to minister to the

children and young people. Wendy Teng
who has done much for Kuantan in the past
will soon resume her ministry there. We
have FEBC students distributing our gospel
bookmark—“God’s Perfect Gift”—during
their weekly evangelism, which has led a
few to Christ and to church. Not only has
our beloved pastor Rev Dr Timothy Tow
written many tracts, but also Mr Eio Eng
Hua who wrote a tract on “Who was Jesus
of Nazareth?” which the church prints
for distribution (download freely from
www.febc.edu.sg/tracts.htm). As members,
let us do our part by bringing our family and
friends to church so that they might hear the
gospel preached every week.

There will be those whom the Spirit will
call into full-time Christian service to
become pastors, teachers, or missionaries.
This was what happened in the Antioch
church when the Holy Spirit said, “Separate
me Barnabas and Paul” (Acts 13:2). How
do I know whether God has called me to be
His full-time servant? There are several
indicators: If the Lord has called you
into full-time ministry, you would be
experiencing an intense and inescapable
desire to obey God’s call to do so; you
would find yourself having the relevant
spiritual gifts as you serve Him actively in
church; and you would find spiritually
minded people (especially your pastors and
elders) confirming your desire and suitability
for full-time service.

Let us pray that the Spirit may separate
some from among us to serve God as
pastors, teachers, and missionaries.

Conclusion
We thank the Lord for sending the Holy

Spirit to help us in the work of missions and
evangelism. Our missionary and evangelistic
efforts are successful because of the Holy
Spirit’s involvement. May we be very
conscious of the Spirit’s role in calling
sinners to salvation in Christ, and in calling
saints into full-time Christian service.

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:

Chapter XIX

John 19:23, 24

Fulfilling Prophecy, Fulfilling Theology

Four soldiers (cf. Acts 12:4) were assigned
the unsavoury task of crucifying three
victims. As the custom was, what were worn
by the executed became the property of the
executioners. Now our Lord, like every Jew,
had five pieces of apparel – turban, outer
garment, belt, sandals, and fifthly, a tunic.
Whether the soldiers divided the first four
items among themselves by lot or not we do
not know, but they did with the fifth. The
reason was it was one woven piece without
seam. To divide it would totally ruin it.
Therefore they cast lots for this ‘coat’. In so
doing they fulfilled another Messianic
prophecy (Psalm 22:18) from David’s pen.

David, the ancestor of our Lord in the
flesh, most typified His Greater Son. Many of
the events in his life adumbrated those that
were to occur in our Lord’s. This utterance,
“They parted my raiment among them, and
for my vesture they did cast lots” was inspired
by the Holy Spirit to have direct reference to
Christ. It is estimated there are 332 distinct
prophecies in the Old Testament which have
been fulfilled in Christ. He is the Man sent by
God, He is the God-appointed Saviour.

Now the deeper truth about the fulfillment
of David’s prophecy in Psalm 22:18 is this, as
pointed out by Hendriksen: By stripping the
Victim to the last strand of clothing, our Lord
became totally exposed. But it pleased the
Lord that insult be added upon injury to His
Son (“and we hid as it were our faces from
him” Isaiah 53:3) in order that our nakedness
be clothed with His Righteousness. We must
ever pause in grateful abhorrence of a smitten
Saviour who gave us not only His blood but
also His clothes. Thank God for Jehovah
Tsidkenu (Jeremiah 23:6) who removes not
only our guilt but also covers our shame. He
fulfilled prophecy in order to fulfill theology.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 27 – Apr 2, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Apr 1, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue:
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Hiding God’s Word in Our Hearts”
by Sis Carol Lee. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 407 Fajar Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai
Mern Yee at 97932330.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $6,543.00
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $132; Hien &
Brisbane Ministry $100, $100; Evangelism
Ministry $100; Wendy Teng $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$7,075
Church Building Fund: $1,000 Total: $446,935.60

Sunday School Offering: $240.30

Verse for the Week: A man shall eat good by the
fruit of his mouth: but the soul of the transgressors
shall eat violence. Prov. 13:2

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of II
Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are
welcome.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am – 10.15 am.
Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).

Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone. Please register early.
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 86
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 23
Hymn No. 341
Announcements
Special Number Judith & Deborah
Offering & Hymn No. 309
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text John 12:37-50
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Das Koshy
Sermon Different Responses to Christ

(Rev Dr Das Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 359
Benediction Rev Dr Das Koshy

Faithfulness in Service
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life

Church 10.30 am Service, Mar 19, 06)

Text: 2 Tim. 1:11-2:2

As Christians, we are saved to serve. One day
we will be reporting to our Lord and King. What
have we done for Him? How well have we served
Him? I am sure every believer desires to hear his
Master say, “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I
will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou
into the joy of thy lord” (Matt 25:21).

Jesus commended the servant for his
faithfulness. This tells us that the Lord looks not so
much at how much work we have done but how
well we have done our work for Him. Employers
value workers who are industrious and
productive—who go the extra mile. But Jesus has a
different perspective on work. As far as He is
concerned, it is not the quantity but the quality of
work that counts. Some of us may do a whole lot of
work for the Lord, but it may be a whole lot of

wood, hay and stubble. Others may not
do as much but the work done is of
sterling quality—gold, silver and
precious stones (1 Cor 3:8-13). What
sort of work have we done for the
Lord—is it faithful or unfaithful work?
The proving fire of the Bema of Christ
will reveal it (2 Cor 5:9-10).

Now, I am not saying that we should
not work hard for the Lord, that we
should be unproductive in our Christian
service. Being hardworking is surely an
aspect of faithful service. But bear in
mind “the race is not to the swift, nor
the battle to the strong” (Eccl 9:11),
and “Wisdom is better than strength”
(Eccl 9:16). So how can we make sure
that the work we are doing for the Lord
right now is of the wise and faithful
type?

Faithful service is primarily truthful
service. What we do for the Lord must
be based on His Truth. If we serve the
Lord according to His Truth, we will
not go wrong.

In 2 Timothy 1:11-2:2, we learn two
precious lessons concerning faithful
service. How do we serve the Lord
faithfully? We serve the Lord faithfully
by

(1) Protecting His Words (1:13-14)

2 Timothy 1:13-14 says, “Hold fast
the form of sound words, which thou
hast heard of me, in faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus. That good
thing which was committed unto thee
keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth
in us.”

Paul enjoins Timothy to hold firmly

(Cont’d from previous page)
Bible is full of human errors. They point
to seemingly inconsistent passages in the
Bible, and they quote well-known
Christian scholars who believe that the
Bible contains errors. These enemies
argue, therefore, that the Bible is not the
Word of God.”

“Even though most scholars in
Indonesia believe that the Bible has errors,
God’s people cannot accept this idea. The
lay Christian … refuses to believe this
Book … has any errors in it. Even if they
cannot explain the concept of the
inerrancy of the Bible, they accept it as a
divine miracle.

“Evangelical theologians bear a heavy
responsibility for explaining and
upholding the fact that the Bible is the
inerrant Word of God. To do otherwise
not only dishonors God, but it also makes
Christianity a second-class, undesirable
religion …

“In relation to the inerrancy of the Bible,
we make two appeals … Firstly, do not send
to the … world Christian scholars and
missionaries who do not believe that the
Bible is the inerrant Word of God. Secondly,
do not support students … studying in
seminaries and Bible Schools that teach the
Bible is errant. Support those who go for in-
depth study of the inerrant Word of God. The
need in the … world is for more workers and
scholars who believe and teach that God’s
Word is wholly without error.” Amen and
Amen!

Conclusion

Let us be faithful in our service for God.
We must be faithful to Him by (1) protecting
His inspired and preserved Words from all
kinds of attacks, and (2) propagating His
Truth fully and completely to faithful men
who will pass it on to others as well. May the
Lord be ever with us to help us. Soli Deo
Gloria!



without wavering “the form of sound words.”
What does this mean? It means sticking to the
pattern of the infallible and inerrant words of
the Holy Scriptures. The “sound words” here
are the words of God as preached by the
Apostle Paul—“which thou hast heard of me.”
The “sound words” are not just the preached
words of the Apostles of Jesus Christ but also
the written words of the Holy Scriptures. Paul
wrote in 2 Thessalonians 2:15, “Therefore,
brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions
which ye have been taught, whether by word,
or our epistle.” The Apostles were infallible in
their preaching and in their writing of the Holy
Scriptures (1 Thess 2:13; 2 Pet 1:21). The
Apostles were God’s specially appointed
mouthpieces and penmen; whenever they
spoke or wrote the words of God, they did so
without any error.

Note that we are commanded to hold fast to
“sound words” and not simply sound “truths”
or “doctrines.” Many today who do not believe
in the verbal perfection of Scriptures speak of
the “truths,” or the “doctrines” of Scriptures
being “inspired” or “preserved,” but not the
“words.” But the Lord speaks of His written
words being “inspired” (2 Tim 3:16) and
“preserved” (Matt 5:18, 24:35). 2 Timothy
3:16 says, “All scripture (ie, the Written Word)
is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine.” Matthew 5:18 says,
“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle (ie, every dot
and every stroke of every letter of the Written
Word) shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled.” Matthew 24:35 says, “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away.” “Sound words” means “sound
words,” and not just “sound doctrines.” Which
comes first, the chicken or the egg? Genesis
chapter one gives us the answer. Without the
chicken, where the egg? Similarly, without the
words, where the doctrines? Doctrines are
expressed and explained by words. Words
before doctrines is biblically and theologically
correct.

It is required of every believer to hold fast
to God’s words “in faith” and “in love.” We
must study the inspired words of God

faithfully and lovingly, not intellectually or
scholastically. Now, I am not saying that our
intellect or mind is unnecessary in our study of
the Scriptures. What I am saying is that our
intellect must never be over but under the
authoritative Wisdom and Word of God.

Timothy was told not only to “hold fast”
but also to “keep” or “guard” the gospel of
Christ and the sound words of God (v 14). The
“good thing” speaks of the quality of God’s
Word which is intrinsically and ethically good.
The psalmist describes the wonderful words of
the Bible which convert the soul as “More to
be desired are they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb” (Ps 19:10).

Such a precious and excellent thing as the
Word of God must be safeguarded. The word
“keep” (v 14) in the original has the idea of
depositing money into a bank for safekeeping.
Timothy was commanded to protect the
precious Word of God with which he has been
entrusted, and to guard it from every attack.

Today, the Word of God is attacked like
never before. The fiercest attack on God’s
Word today concerns God’s 100%
preservation of His inspired words. The
falsehood is spread that Christians do not
possess a totally infallible and inerrant Bible
today. The infallible and inerrant Bible is a
thing of the past; the Bible today is simply not
as infallible and inerrant as before. Those who
do not believe in the verbal and plenary
preservation of the Scriptures say that the
Bible today contains some insignificant
mistakes and believe that some of its original
words have been lost. How should we
respond? We must defend the Bible against
every attack and never allow its inspired and
preserved words to be changed or modified in
the slightest degree (cf Rev 22:18-19).

That is the reason why we are True Life
B-P Church. We have taken a separatist stand
to defend the forever infallible and inerrant
Word of God. It is not easy to fight this good
fight of faith for the Word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ, and that is why Paul
tells Timothy to do this good work in the

power of the Holy Spirit—keep the faith “by
the Holy Ghost.” It is a spiritual battle. We
need to pray! Pray for ourselves that we will
always remain faithful to God and His Word—
never to waver, never to doubt, but always
believing and trusting in Him and His Word.
Pray for all who oppose us. Pray that the Spirit
will help them see the truth with the eyes of
faith. Unless they believe in what Jesus has
promised in His words, they will never come
to the knowledge of the Truth.

How to be faithful in God’s service? Not
only by protecting His Words, but also by

(2) Propagating His Truth (2:2)

Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2, “And
the things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also.” The Truth of God’s Word is preserved
by propagating it to others who will do
likewise. The sound words of God from the
Bible must be passed on to “faithful” men (ie,
men who are characterised by faith, men who
are filled with faith, men who believe the
words of Christ their Saviour without
question). The sound words of God must never
be entrusted to “heady” and “highminded” men
(3:4). Paul described such men as “having a
form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof” (3:5). They are “ever learning, and
never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth” (3:7). They are men who “resist the
truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate
concerning the faith” (3:8).

Take note that Paul tells Timothy to
propagate not something different but the same
words and doctrines he had learned from the
Apostle Paul. The Bible says in Deuteronomy
8:3 and Matthew 4:4, “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.” Man is not just to
live by God’s “every word,” he is also
commanded to teach His “every word” and “all
the counsel of God” (Acts 20:20-27).

2 Timothy 2:2 is often used as a basis for
the establishment of a Bible college or
theological seminary. Dr Paul Contento who
laid the foundation stone of Far Eastern Bible

College said, “Without the Bible College, the
Church would die.” That is true. But it is also
true that “With the Bible College, the Church
might die faster.” Why? Because of unbelief in
the college or seminary! Many a church or
denomination is dying because they have
pastors who have been trained in seminaries
which do not believe in the absolute perfection
of the Holy Scriptures. China’s greatest
evangelist—John Sung—was delivered from
such a seminary by the grace of God. John
Sung went to study at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City. The President of
the Seminary at that time was Dr Henry Sloane
Coffin. John Sung testified, “I was enrolled in
a seminary that taught a ‘God-is-dead’
theology, under the caretaking of a principal
surnamed Coffin. But this seminary became a
cemetery to my troubled soul” (read John Sung
My Teacher by Timothy Tow).

When Dr Contento said those words,
“Without the Bible College, the Church would
die,” he was thinking of a Bible-believing and
Bible-defending Bible College. Thank God for
FEBC—a Bible College that truly believes and
teaches the Bible authoritatively and without
apology, “It is written,” “Thus saith the Lord,”
“rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” Thank
God for our beloved pastor—the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow—who as the principal of FEBC
instituted the Dean Burgon Oath and required
every director and lecturer of FEBC to swear
absolute allegiance to God and His Perfect
Word to the last book, chapter, verse, word,
syllable and letter. FEBC intends to remain
faithful to our Lord who is the same yesterday,
today and forever, and to His forever infallible
and inerrant Word until the day He returns.

The same perfect Word of God that Jesus
and Paul and Timothy had, is the same Word
we have today. Without a perfect Bible we
Christians have no good news to preach. Dr
Chris Marantika from Indonesia wrote in his
book—Principles and Practice of World
Mission (2002): “Enemies of Christ find it easy
to attack the Bible … They will tell the …
community the Christian believes that the

(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 3 – 9, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm The Prophecy of Zechariah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship

3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Sis Helen Eio this Wed (Apr 5, 06) at
7.45 pm. Address: No. 20 Irrawaddy Road,
#08-02 Elegance View, Singapore 329550.
Tel: 62514256. Program: Bible Study on
Esther by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. All are welcome.
For enquiries, please contact Judith at
96729973.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will
be held at the home of Mr and Mrs Edmund
Wong this Fri (Apr 7, 06) at 8 pm. Address:
Blk 82 Strathmore Avenue, #14-144,
Singapore 141082. Tel: 64799671.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Apr 8, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue:
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Hiding God’s Word in Our Hearts”
by Sis Carol Lee. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat
(Apr 8, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Program: Bible
Study on Hebrews by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For
details, please contact William Teo at
91831150.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $10,418
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Hien’s
ministry $200; Kuantan Mission $100; Bible
Witness Ministry $400; Henry Tan $500; Wendy
Teng $100, $50; FEBC Students (Holy Land Trip)
$500; FEBC Students $100; FEBC $500, $300,
$250; Church’s Expendable items $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$13,668
Church Building Fund – Total: $446,935.60

Sunday School Offering: $474.00

Verse for the Week: He that keepeth his mouth
keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips
shall have destruction. Prov. 13:3

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of II
Thessalonians, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are
welcome. The Sunday School Lessons are taped
and available for free download at our website at
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.

Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class. Time: 9.15 am – 10.15 am.
Venue: Room 604 (Level 6).
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Apr
16, 06. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng
(Tel: 62541287/94754067)
Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 16, 06 will be held
at the Labrador Park, 7 am. Bus leaves Newton at
6.30 am sharp. If you need transport, please sign
up at the Notice Board outside the Auditorium.
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone. Please register early.
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.
Pastor and Mrs Tow will be away for a
preaching appointment at the 54th Anniversary of
Kelapa Sawit B-P Church next Sunday, with
Judith and Deborah Mae who will sing.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 85
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 23
Hymn No. 344
Announcements
Special Number Pilgrims
Offering & Hymn No. 309
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Heb. 12:1-7
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Running the Race

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 549
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Dr Carl McIntire on Psalm 12:6-7

Founding President of the International
Council of Christian Churches (ICCC)—Dr
Carl McIntire—believed the Bible to be 100%
perfect without any mistake, and that Psalm
12:6-7 teaches the Verbal Plenary Preservation
(VPP) of the Holy Scriptures:

“Now come verse 6, ‘The words of the
LORD are pure words,’ not one of them is
mistaken, ‘as silver tried in the furnace of
earth, purified seven times.’ All the dregs are
out. Here is a marvelous affirmation and
vindication that God’s Word is perfect. ...

“Now, ‘The words of the LORD are pure
words.’ And then verse 7, how I love this:
‘Thou shalt keep them O LORD,’ that is, keep
His words; ‘thou shalt preserve them from this
generation forever.’ No matter what happens,
one generation comes and another passes

away, God is going to preserve His
words ... from one generation to
another. The words of God will be
preserved throughout all the
generations.” [taken from his
sermon entitled — “Help, LORD!”
(Psalm 12) — preached on
January 11, 1992, accessible from
www.sermonaudio.com].

***************
The 12th Pilgrimage to the

Holy Land
March 9 – 23, 2006
by Mrs Quek Siok Eng

On Thursday, 9 March, 44 adults
and 3 children led by Rev and Mrs
Timothy Tow set off on a tour of
Israel, Palestine and Jordan. Our
15-day tour started at the city of
Amman, the capital of Jordan. After
a short drive through streets lined
with relatively low buildings of fairly
uniform type and colour, we arrived
at the ruins of Jerash. Passing
through the South Gate of the ruins,
we were struck by the grandeur of
the architectural structures of the
Forum, Theatre and the Temple of
Zeus, which were decorated with
colonnades, niches and monumental
gates. Leaving the ruins of Jerash, we
pushed on till we reached Petra in the
evening. The beautiful Panorama –
Petra Hotel thrilled us as we gazed at
a panoramic view of the
surroundings from the spacious
balconies of our hotel rooms.

“Expect great things from God,
Attempt great things for God”.

- William Carey



Before setting off to tour Petra in the
early cool morning, Rev Tow briefed us
on the historical background of Petra and
the rest of the country down to the Red
Sea. We marvelled and were literally
awestruck by the archaeological wonders
of the “Treasury”, the most famous
monument in Petra, and the tombs that
were cut from the famed red rock.
Undaunted by the 1.5 kilometres distance,
we trudged along the gravel path. In the
evening, we reached the Jerusalem
International Hotel in Amman.

We headed for the Allenby Bridge the
next morning. Crossing the checkpoint at
the border was an experience for us. Here
we encountered strict security checks by
the Israeli authorities. We thanked the
Lord for a safe entry into Israel. Jericho
was our first stop. It was easy to imagine
the biblical stories of Zacchaeus and
Jesus’ temptation that took place here. The
sycamore tree fascinated the huge crowd
that was present. We journeyed through
the Jordan Valley to Bet Shean after a
hearty lunch. Bet Shean, one of the cities
of the Decapolis, is noted for its
archaeological sites, with a major Roman
Theatre. Rev Tow conducted the Lord’s
Day Worship here. In the evening, we
arrived at the Hagoshrim-Kibbutz, Galilee.
Our four-day stay enlightened us with a
taste of Kibbutz Community lifestyle.

On 13 and 14 March, we toured the
sites around the Sea of Galilee where Jesus
preached and performed his many
miracles. We made our way to the sites
which marked the beginning of Jesus’
Ministry, Nazareth – the site of the
annunciation and childhood, Cana – the
transformation of water into wine at the
Wedding Feast, Tabgha – the miracle of
the Loaves and Fishes, Mount Tabor or the
Transfiguration and Mount of Beatitudes,
where Jesus prayed all night to God. Rev
Tow read the Beatitudes to the pilgrims

who gathered under a canopy of shady trees.
The boat ride from Tiberias to Capernaum
was the highlight of the afternoon. The
Singapore National Anthem was sung as
our flag was slowly raised up the flagpole
on board the ship, followed shortly by a
message from Rev Tow, who read a passage
from Matthew 14. The last stop was at
Jordan River, the place where Jesus was
baptized.

The places mentioned in the Bible came
to life as we were able to view the sites first
hand.

We covered the ports and towns of the
coastal plains on 15 and 16 March. Tsipori,
the Roman Capital of Galilee at the time of
Jesus, achieved fame in Christian lore as the
birthplace of Mary. The number of
magnificent mosaics here is unparalleled
anywhere in Israel. Akko is an ancient port
city conquered by the Crusaders. At Rosh
Hanikra, the ride in the cable car was
exhilarating. We took in the breath-taking
view of the cliffs and the natural caves as
the cable car glided to the top. No visit is
complete without touring Megiddo, the
restored Templar Colony, the Bahai Shrine
and Gardens, Elijah’s cave and the
Carmelite monastery, the site of the struggle
between the priests of Baal and Prophet
Elijah. Megiddo is the site of history’s first
recorded battle and will be the site of the
greatest battle of all, the Armageddon.

We checked into Jerusalem on the night
of 16 March. The strategic position of the
hotel, Seven Arches, enabled us to have a
bird’s eye view of the city. Jerusalem by
night is a breath-taking sight from Mount of
Olives. The morning was spent at the
Garden Tomb. As we queued patiently to
enter the Tomb, thoughts of our Saviour
dying for our sins and being raised again
stirred strong emotions of hope in our hearts
as we look to Him. Rev Tow gave a
message of salvation and resurrection while
we waited in the beautiful garden. We

enjoyed a biblical meal at Neot Kedumim,
the Biblical Landscape Reserve. Next we
drove to Emmaus to see the church.

We toured Mount of Olives, Gethsemane
and Shrine of the Book on 18 March. Mount
of Olives with its spectacular view of the
Temple Mount was also the site which Jesus
chose for many of his most moving
discourses. Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer at
the Pater Noster Church. The Lord’s Prayer
is written in dozens of languages on huge
tablets that adorn the walls and vicinity of
the church. It was a wonderful experience
for us as the FEBC students took turns to
recite the Lord’s Prayer in their mother
tongue. The Church of All Nations in the
Garden of Gethsemane has a mosaic façade
depicting Mary. We descended to the crypt
to view the Tomb of Mary. It was here that
Judas betrayed Jesus. Our next visit brought
us to the Shrine of the Book, the home of the
Dead Sea Scrolls. We viewed the many
exhibits on display. It was a daring night’s
out in the city that we attended the Folklore
Show, featuring Israeli and Arab folklore.

Lord’s Day Worship Service was held at
the Baraka B-P Church, Bethlehem, on 19
March. We were blessed with the presence
of our Christian brethren. We had lunch and
fellowship together in the newly built hall.
From there we visited the Church of
Nativity, the Shepherds’ Fields and Yad
Vashem, the Holocaust History Museum
which showcased the Jewish perspective of
that historical event.

The last day in Jerusalem, 20 March, was
spent at the Western Wall (Wailing Wall),
the Dome of the Rock, the Al-aksa Mosque,
Tomb of David, Upper Room and the
Stations of the Cross (Via Dolorosa).

The Western Wall (Wailing Wall) is the
most sacred location of the Jewish people
and has an enormous spiritual significance to
them. Our early arrival made it possible for
us to draw close to the Wall. Pieces of notes

containing prayers could be seen wedged
in between the stone crevices. The Dome
of the Rock could be seen towering above
the other buildings. The multi-coloured
tiles on the walls of the Dome formed
intricate designs. After a quick survey of
the compound, we continued to Mount
Zion to see the Tomb of David and the
Upper Room where the Last Supper took
place. Both the Tomb of David and the
Upper Room are located within the
remains of a Crusader Basilica. The most
memorable site we set foot on was the Via
Dolorosa or the “Way of Sorrow”. As we
retraced the steps taken by Jesus bearing
His cross on his back, we remembered and
meditated on Jesus’ agony 2000 years ago.
We passed nine of the fourteen stations. It
was a moving spiritual experience for us to
wander along the narrow route.

On 21 March, we travelled through the
Judean Wilderness to Qumran, the site of
the Essene enclave. The Dead Sea Scrolls
were discovered in these caves. In the
afternoon, we headed for the Dead Sea for
a swim and to soak in the curative powers
of the rich mineral water. Floating on the
Dead Sea’s buoyant waters is a joy to us,
the non-swimmers and swimmers alike.
Massada, the last stronghold of the Jews,
with its towering rock walls greeted us as
the coach reached the foothills.

Soon we were back in Jordan after
crossing the Allenby Bridge. Our last site
was at Mount Nebo where Moses viewed
the Promised Land. The homeward journey
to Amman Airport brought to a close our
pilgrimage. The trip has deepened our
understanding of God’s Word. Each step of
the way we took, our Saviour went before
us. All praise and glory to Him!

Lastly, we would like to take this
opportunity to thank Rev and Mrs Tow for
making the 12th Pilgrimage a wonderful and
memorable experience for us.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Apr 10 – 16, 2006) 

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ  
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)  
WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting 
THU    7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class 
FRI 8.00 pm  Good Friday Service 
  (Lord’s Supper) 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 7.00 am Easter Sunrise Service at       

  Labrador Park (Pastor Tow) 
Mon night class is held at the Far Eastern 
Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Apr 15, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “God’s Exceeding and Great 
Promises” by Rev Ronny Khoo. For details, 
please contact Herbert at 94377715.  
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar 
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated 
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s 
Kingdom (Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev 
Stephen Khoo & Rev Errol Stone. Please 
register early. Availability of rooms will be on 
a first-come-first-served basis. Closing Date: 
May 21, 2006. 
At the Book Table: 10% discounts for 
Children’s Books on Easter. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$10,785; RM10 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $500, $200; 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo $500; Tanzania Bible College 
$1,000; Kuantan B-P Church $1,000; Wendy Teng 
$200; FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC Scholarship 
$2,000; FEBC $300, $150, $100, $100  
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$17,168; RM10 
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $100 Total: 
$448,035.60 

Sunday School Offering: $455.00 
Verse for the Week: The soul of the sluggard 
desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the 
diligent shall be made fat. Prov. 13:4 
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 
16, 06. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng 
(Tel: 62541287/94754067) 
Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 16, 06 will be held 
at the Labrador Park, 7 am. Bus leaves Newton at 
6.30 am sharp. If you need transport, please sign 
up at the Notice Board outside the Auditorium. 
For those driving, please park at Carpark B. 
Bring along sitting mats/chairs and torchlight. 
For enquiries, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 
98310468. 
Pastor and Mrs Tow are away for a preaching 
appointment at the 54th Anniversary of Kelapa 
Sawit B-P Church today.  

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 198                                   
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.    84      
Psalm No. 169  
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No.   27 
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Matt. 26:36-46 
Sermon                           Drinking the Cup the Father 

Gives 
 (Rev Tan Kian Sing) 
Closing Hymn No. 199  
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction   Rev Tan Kian Sing 

PASTORAL CHAT 
My dear Readers 

 Mrs Quek Siok Eng has reported very fully on 
our trip to the Holy Land except our visit to the 
Baraka B-P Church at Shepherd’s Field. It is a 
growing Palestinian Church whose first pastor, Rev 
George Awad has been a nurse in Jerusalem has 
resigned to be full-time pastor and his son, Rev 
Danny Awad graduated from Philippines with 
Filipino wife and two little girls has become the 
youth pastor. 

I came at the right moment to ordain another 
who has just returned from study at the 
Westminster Theological Seminary, USA, and this 
young man wishes to be ordained a young deacon 
while he teaches at the Bethlehem Bible College 
which I happily did. 

You can see here is a growing Palestinian 
Church which is the work of founding missionary 
doctor pastor, Dr Lambie whose work is left at 

Baraka Conference Centre which we
stayed when we visited the Holy Land
except this twelfth visit. 

We are happy to report the growth
of this young Palestinian Church and
are assured of more good news to come
from this Church in the near future. 

Last Wednesday April 5, my
brother Dr. S. H. Tow and I paid a visit
to Elder Mahadevan at Ward 76 Room
4. Mrs Mahadevan and son and
daughter-in-law, both doctors were also
there. Elder Mahadevan has been
warded there for a week or so under
chemotherapy. We prayed for him to
get well. 

This Lord’s Day April 9, Judith and
Deborah Mae will come to fetch Mrs
Tow and me to Kelapa Sawit to speak
at 10 am and they to sing thereafter.
The occasion would be the 54th

Anniversary since Kelapa Sawit’s
founding and I was with them then.
Now Mr Tee Chung Seng, a graduate
of FEBC, is in charge of Kelapa Sawit.
He has expanded to Jemaluang, 13
miles south of Mersing, and from
Jemaluang will come seven or eight
worshippers to rejoice with Kelapa
Sawit. 

On Friday April 14 we of True Life
shall worship at RELC on Good Friday
and take the Lord’s Supper. Easter
Sunday morning we shall be at
Labrador Park like last year 7 am. The
Pastor shall preach a happy message
from Romans 10:9, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that GodPilgrims at Baraka Bible-Presbyterian Church (Shepherd’s Field), Bethlehem 
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 hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved.” There will be many who will kneel
together to receive Christ as Saviour and there
will be dining together. For He is risen from
the dead and we are saved. 

Your affectionate pastor
T. T.

*************** 
THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 

Chapter XIX 
John 19:25-27 

“Having loved His own . . . He loved  
them unto the end.” (John 13:1) 

“Love is as strong as death” (Song of
Solomon). Thus when the Ten disciples were
fled from the Master, John the Eleventh, the
disciple whom Jesus loved and who loved
Jesus, and the women who also loved Jesus,
kept vigil by the cross. 

The women who loved Jesus were naturally
His mother, his mother’s sister, Mary wife of
Cleophas and Mary Magdalene. Of the last
three, the best known is Mary Magdalene, out
of whom Jesus had cast out seven demons. She
who is forgiven much loveth much. Surely the
loving sympathy shown by Jesus’ beloved
disciple and by the women had encouraged our
Saviour to persevere on the cross. “Were you
there when they nailed Him to the tree
. . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble, tremble . . .” 

The loving kindness of Mary to the Lord,
her Son, to the last evoked a reciprocal filial
piety. Having also His beloved disciple by His
side, He honoured John by entrusting His
mother to his care. Suppose Mary and John
had not come? How many a blessing have we
missed by not coming to Church, to the Lord’s
Table, to the Prayer Meeting, to a Church
Camp or Conference, where our Lord is there
to bless. “For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them” (Matthew 18:20). But unless our
attendance is spontaneous, motivated by the
same love that drew John and the women to
the foot of the cross, our service for the Lord
would not avail. 

A Chinese servant told her story how she

had served her European towkay at his seaside
mansion in the last days of his lonesome life.
Yet, when he died, all she got from him was a
T.V. set. A question arose in my mind: If she
had served him as earnestly the many years
before this, might she not have been rewarded
with the house? How we attend to our Lord is
important. 

Christ is the best Master to work for. For
He loves His servants and promotes them to be
His friends, yea, His very own. “Having loved
His own He loved them to the end”. 

John 19:25-42 
“. . . was crucified, dead and buried.” — 

Apostles’ Creed 
This statement from the Apostles’ Creed is

based on St Paul’s definition of the Gospel in I
Cor. 15:1-4 “. . . that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was
buried . . .” 

As for the Apostle John he describes as an
eye-witness the physical suffering of our Lord,
how as His blood ran thin, He thirsted. And
how when He was relieved by vinegar, He
gathered strength to utter the Victory cry, “It is
finished”, before He bowed His last. 

As death in an execution must be medically
certified in modern judicature, the same was
required under Roman law. In our Lord’s case,
His death was trebly attested by John, as blood
and water flowed from His pierced, riven side.
This led to the fulfilment of a double
Messianic prophecy. 

Whether Jesus died of a broken heart
literally is a matter of argument. The fact
recorded in Scripture is that He died. He died
as a result of fully suffering the pains of death
on the cross for our sins. This fact is important
because if He did not die, our penalty was not
fully paid. Our salvation would not be
complete. 

The fact that He died repels such heretical
attacks by enemies of the Gospel: 1) An
ancient heresy of the second century called
Docetism held that Christ had no real body or
human soul. His earthly manifestation in
human form was a phantasm, a mere

appearance without substance or reality. Hence
those heretics were called Docetists, from the
Greek verb which means “to appear”.
According to the Docetists, Christ’s whole
earthly life was an illusion. This denial of the
human nature of Christ is condemned by John
in 1 John 4:1-3. 

2) The death of Christ refutes a modernist
lie called the swoon theory. This theory
suggests Christ did not really die, but swooned.
There in the coolness of the tomb He revived!
(New Bible Dictionary) But the evidence from
the beloved disciple is that Christ did die, for
blood and water had flowed from His riven
side. A dead person had swooned a hundred
times over! 

The burial of Jesus is again fully attested,
the well-known people involved are mentioned
by name, the beauty spot identified, and the
hour recorded. For unless Christ had died and
was buried, how could there be a resurrection?
Hence the account of His crucifixion, death
and burial is repeated in the Apostles’ Creed
for our salvation. 

“Were you there when they laid Him in the
tomb? . . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble, tremble . . .” 

 Chapter XX 
“. . . the third day He arose again from the 

dead.” — Apostles’ Creed. 
The eye-witness to our Lord’s crucifixion,

death and burial has plenty more to tell of His
Resurrection! The miracle of His resurrection
is one of “many signs that truly Jesus did in the
presence of his disciples” and is written “that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name” (Jn. 20:31). 

John gives us a more detailed account of
the first Appearance that Easter Sunday
morning than the other Evangelists because he
was one of the two groups of disciples who
went to the Empty Tomb. 

It is he who retells Mary Magdalene’s eye-
witness story. Although the other women who
were with Mary Magdalene at the cross also
went, these are not mentioned particularly in

John except in the “we” of Jn. 20:2. It tells
also of John’s race with Peter to the Tomb and
how although he outran the older man, it was
Peter who went into the sepulchre to examine
the “scene”. 

John elaborates further on Luke’s account
of the Appearance to the Ten. Thomas in
absentia, and John alone completes with the
Appearance to the Eleven on the following
Lord’s Day, Thomas now present. According
to Jewish way of inclusive calculation, like the
Chinese, after eight days means after seven
days in the English way of calculation. 

“Peace be unto you”, (Shalom) the usual
custom of Hebrew salutation takes on a
brighter meaning when used by the Risen
Saviour for His brethren (Jn. 20:17). And
when it is used a second time (Jn. 20:26), its
usage should be confirmed upon the whole
Christian Church! “Peace be unto you” was
the new salutation taught by early
missionaries to China to their converts. It has
since gained currency in greetings between
Christians in speech and letter
correspondence. In countries that have
experienced little peace, especially China
which is in constant turmoil of revolutions,
“Peace be unto you” when uttered in
salutations has brought comfort and hope and
cheer from Him who has conquered death and
risen victorious from the grave. Peace be to
you, my Reader, whatever your trouble! Upon
this Lord’s Day, be sure to meet the Risen
Saviour with your brethren in Church! 

Fundamental Christian Ministry 
cordially invites all Alumni, Members & 

Friends to our 
FCM 20th Anniversary 

“Passing the Mantle to Future Leaders”  
II Tim 2:2 

Speaker: Dr Tow Siang Hwa 
Date: 12th May 2006 
Time: *6.30 pm – 9.00 pm 

     Venue: Changi Aloha Fairy Point  
            Chalet 5 

              *dinner/supper buffet thereafter 
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE AT RELC AUDITORIUM 
 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 
Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 

(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name” 
 

8.00 pm 
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No.  194                 
Invocation-Gloria Patri            
Hymn No.  190 
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
  Dn Charles Kan & family 
Offering & Hymn No.  602 
Offertory Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text John 3:16 
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Tow 
Sermon        He died for me that I might live 
Closing Hymn  Were You There? 
  (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction Pastor Tow 
 

  

 
The Garden of Gethsemane, Jerusalem 

“. . . not my will, but thine, be done.” (Luke 22:42) 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

PASTORAL CHAT 
My dear Readers 

 Tonight we are all gathered here who
love the Lord to commemorate his death
for our sins. To put it more realistically
our Saviour’s death was to pay for the
penalty of our sins that we might not die
but live. Because we love Him we vow
each one in our heart to serve Him to the
end of our life but oftentimes we are a

forgetful people so it is very timely that
we renewed our vows. 

We realised our Lord’s Coming is
very soon. So the less we pay attention
to our self interest and more for His
interest. May this be awakened by His
dying on the cross for us. 

Your affectionate pastor
T. T.

*************** 

 
And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and 
delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified. And they bring him unto 
the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. And they gave 
him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not. And when they had 
crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man 
should take. And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. And the superscription 
of his accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. And with him they 
crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left. And the 
scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors. 
(Mark 15:15, 22-28) 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 17 – 23, 2006)

THU FEBC Exams Begin
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Apr 22, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Yoga and the New Age Movement”
by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
True Life BPC 2nd Annual Congregational
Meeting (ACM) will be held on Apr 30, 06 at
9.30 am. It is your duty as a member to attend.
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone. Please register early.
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: S$7,582; RM52
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Ronny
Khoo $100; Hien $100; Kuantan $100; Henry
Tan’s ministry $300; Byju (FEBC) $50; Nelson
Were (FEBC) $100; Jose (FEBC) $50; Thadeaus
(FEBC) $50; Lotha (FEBC) $50; Lam Mung
(FEBC) $50; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $250,
$100; FEBC Scholarship $300
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$9,482; RM52
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $150, $100
Total: $449,285.60

Sunday School Offering: $446.00

Verse for the Week: A righteous man hateth
lying: but a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh
to shame. Prov. 13:5

The Adults’ Sunday School Class on I John
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo will commence next Lord’s
Day, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “The
Interpretation of Prophecy” by Dr Paul Lee Tan
will be held from May 1-6, 2006, at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
We extend our congratulations to Mr and Mrs
Eric Chin on the birth of their daughter, Hannah
Chin on Mar 4, 06.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AT LABRADOR PARK, 7 AM

The Garden Tomb, Jerusalem.
“He is not here, but is risen.” (Luke 24:6)The Garden Tomb, Jerusalem
“He is not here, but is risen.” (Luke 24:6)

(Cont’d from previous page)
and prayed. I cried out to the Lord Jesus and
told Him my desire to go to church. God
answered my prayers. Last year in May,
after more than 7 years of mini worship and
much prayer in my bedroom, the Lord
opened the door for us to attend True Life
B-P Church. My dad will be very angry
when it comes to Sunday. He still is but I
sense it is slightly better now. I pray for his
salvation everyday. And so my testimony at
home is very important.

My aspiration is to become a pastor
when I grow up. I want to serve the Lord.
God has changed my life. I can never thank
God enough for the blessings He has blessed
me with. May God be merciful to my dad. I
pray that one day we can come to church to
worship as a family. I thank God for my
mom. She is my pillar of strength that God
has blessed me with.

All praise and glory to God!
– Way Tan

I was born in the Philippines and was
brought up with Catholic beliefs. I thought
that going to church on Sundays and doing
good works would be sufficient for
salvation.

However, I was brought to realise that
God has done so much for me. He gave
His only begotten Son to redeem us and to
save us from our sins. Though life has been
tough for me thus far, I realise that He
would be there with me, to carry me
through all the hardships and difficulties as
I have trusted Him to be my personal Lord
and Saviour.

I thank God that I am able to know Him
and to learn His Word so that I may walk
in the fear and knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

All glory and praise to God!

– Marites Belgica Lomitao

***************



INFANT BAPTISM

1. Erasmus Chiang Kai En
s/o Mr & Mrs Chiang Sie Boo

2. Han Juai Seu
s/o Mr & Mrs Han Ming Kuang

BAPTISM

3. Albert Soo Thian Chan Engineer
4. April Shu Moh Chng Self-Employed
5. Andrew Tee Mai Rong Student
6. Chin Chun Choong Retired
7. Grace Wong Boon Ching Consultant
8. Janice Ng Gim Hee Business Devt
9. Marites Belgica

Lomitao Domestic Helper
10. Michelle Tee Jia Min Student
11. Ong Qiaoyan Student
12. Way Tan Student
13. Wu Yi Lian Research Asst

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH

14. Averill Tow Tee Jin Sales
15. Esther Khoo May Ann Student
16. Ezra Wee Zee Pang Student
17. Isaac Tan Zhi En Student
18. Sarah Lee Si En Student
19. Wesley Sim Wei Meng Student

TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP

20. Henry Tan Kiat Siong Retired
21. Jonathan Lee Yoong Yao IT
22. Joy Koh Hui Ching P/T Student
23. Ruth Liow Siew Tin Admin Mgr
24. Samuel Kwong Kian Mun Marketing
25. Tow Siang Kow Retired

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all
that is within me, bless his holy name”

7 am

Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 211
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Hymn No. 286
Announcements
Baptism, Reaffirmation
of Faith & Transfer of
Membership

Special Number Church Choir
Children’s Choir
Filipina Bible Study

Offering & Hymn No. 205 (stanza 1)
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Romans 10:9
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Tow
Sermon Believe He is Risen

and be saved
Closing Hymn No. 205
Benediction Pastor Tow

Baptism Testimonies
I was born in 1949 into a Buddhist family.

We went to our kampong temple practically
every day because it was just a stone’s throw
away from our home. It was very convenient
for us to go to the temple. Church service at
that time was not so readily available. We were
also too young to choose any other religion
other than what our parents wanted us to
believe in.

It was only at the end of 2004 that I was
introduced to True Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church by my daughter. Since then my family
has attended the church service regularly every
Sunday. Because I work five and a half days in
a week, I am able to spare my Sunday as a
family gathering day at church. Christianity
strengthened the bond of our family
relationships.

I came to hear of the gospel of Jesus Christ
when I first attended the Sunday School at
True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church. Through
hearing the gospel, I came to know that Jesus
is the Son of God. He came to die for our sins
and the blood of Jesus can wash away our sins.

When I was seriously ill on 5 January
2006, I really considered taking up
Christianity as my religion. The reason is
because I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of
God and he died for my sins and he is my
Saviour. When I sang the hymn cheerfully in
the church and found that everybody seemed
to forget their worries or sadness, I desired
Jesus to be my personal Lord and saviour.

On the eve of my major liver tumour
operation at SGH, my daughter asked Dr S H
Tow to pray for a successful operation and
speedy recovery. Dr Tow came to the SGH
hospital and prayed for me. Dr Tow shared
the gospel with my wife and me and led us in
the sinner’s prayer.

I thank God for giving me a successful
operation and speedy recovery. I also thank
those who were sent by God to visit me at the
hospital to give me courage and moral
support during my days of recovery.

Christianity allows us to foster a good
relationship with God because God is now
my loving heavenly Father and I’m now a
child of God. In this way, we are accepted by
God and can live with Him in Heaven forever
and ever and have everlasting life after we
die.

I am now seeking for baptism because I
want to show that I have finally accepted
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour.

– Albert Soo Thian Chan

***************

I come from a non-Christian family. At
least once a year, we would go to the temple
to seek blessings for my study. I had to
follow, albeit blindly. My parents did not
know much about the idols in the temple too.
I can recall my grandma guiding us a few
times.

I have never been to a church. The Easter
morning of 2002 was my first time because
my mother drove my sister and I to Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church at Gilstead Road.
Subsequently, my mother would bring us
there every week. I joined the Children

Sunday School every Sunday after that till I
turned 13. During the lessons, I learnt that
Jesus is Almighty; He is omnipresent,
omnipotent and omniscient. I also learnt
that He was a compassionate person and He
healed the sick, helped the poor and
preached the gospel. I also found out that
He has promised us mansions in heaven as
said in John 14:1-2: “Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you.”

I was overjoyed when I knew that the
Lord has prepared a place for me in heaven.
John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” This
verse left a deep impression on me. It led
me to believe in Him. I trust in Him in
everything I do and He is the Way, the
Truth and the Life. I also know that He is
everywhere to protect me and I can look to
Him in prayer, anytime and anywhere.

Praise the Lord for choosing me as His
blessed child. Amen.

– Andrew Tee Mai Rong

***************
My name is Way Tan. I am 8 years old.

My name Way is “biblically inspired,” said
my mom. For Jesus saith: “I am the Way,
the Truth, and the Life, no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me” John 14:6.

I come from a family whereby only my
mom is a Christian. My dad is not only a
non-believer, he is also very much against
Christianity. My mom used to sing hymns
to me when I was growing up. She would
also read the Bible to me.

When I was 3 years old, my mom
shared the gospel with me. I was very sad
when I heard how the Lord Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son of God came down
to this earth to die on Calvary’s cross for
my sins and that of the world. I cried
when I heard how they put the crown of

thorns on His head and then nailed Him to the
cross. It must be very painful. Without hesitation,
I accepted the Lord Jesus into my life and recited
the sinner’s prayer.

My dad was not happy when I tried to reach
out to him at that time. My mom and I went
through lots of hardship at home. My dad did not
allow us to go to church on Sunday. My mom
will be very sad every Sunday because she longs
to go to church to worship God. So we prayed

(Cont’d on back page)



Baptism Testimonies
Since young till the age of 51, I used to

believe and tell myself that there is only one
God in this world and all religions lead to the
same God. At that time, most of my relatives
and friends are Buddhists though some of them
are Christians. No matter which religion you
believe in, I believed they teach you to be
good. But I realised that most of the Christian
characters are not as good as the Buddhists.
Therefore I tell myself that I will never listen
to them, because they are so selfish and they
always criticized other religions. So I did not
give Christians any chance to share God’s
words with me.

It was until few years back when my
daughter faced with some personal problems. I
saw that she was very depressed because she
couldn’t find anyone who could help her. She
knew that God was the only one who could
help her and so I saw her praying day and
night. We, my husband and I, were thinking
that since we couldn’t offer much help, we can
only help her by praying and asking God for
help on her behalf. So I started praying to the
God that my daughter believes in.

One day, my daughter invited us to the B-P
Church which she attends every Sunday. We
were curious to find out who this God, whom
we have been praying to, is. So we went with
her. Since then we followed her to worship
God in church every Sunday and we started to
read and understand God’s words.

Besides Sunday Service, I followed my
daughter to Mrs Foo’s house to join the YPF
meetings. Those were the times I first heard of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus says, “I am
your Saviour, believe in me and you will be
saved.”

This year January 2006, my husband was
seriously ill and needed to be operated on for
liver tumour. My daughter asked him whether
he wanted Dr S H Tow to pray for him before
his operation. Surprisingly, he agreed. His
answer really shocked me because coming
from a strong Buddhism background, he would
have rejected that offer. But he didn’t at that
moment. I could understand his feeling, as he

found himself helpless then. Even the doctor
cannot assure him of a successful operation. So
as a wife, I supported his decision. At that
moment I remembered what Jesus said. He
said, “I am your Saviour, believe in me and
you will be saved.” So I told him that we have
to believe and love the Lord, then we will be
saved by Him. When Dr Tow arrived, before
he prayed for us, he asked us a question, “Do
you believe in Jesus?” We both answered,
“Yes.” Dr Tow then led us in the sinner’s
prayer. From that moment I knew that Jesus
has become my personal Lord and Saviour for
the rest of my life. I thank God for taking care
of my husband during the operation and after
the operation. My husband need not go to the
ICU (intensive care unit) after the major
operation.

After all that has happened, I realised that
the only God in my heart is the one who
created this world and He has sent His Son
Jesus Christ to save me by dying on the cross
for my sins and His blood can cleanse away all
my sins. On the third day after He was
crucified, He rose again. When we believe in
Jesus Christ, we become God’s children, and
He will be with us forever and give us
everlasting life.

– April Shu Moh Chng

***************
I was diagnosed with colon cancer five

years ago. The doctor gave me only a 50/50
chance of recovery if I opt to go for the
operation. I opted out, leaving myself with no
chance to recover and I was very afraid.

My daughter, being a Christian, shared
with me how Christ had suffered for us by
dying on the cross to redeem us from our sins.
From birth, we were already sinners and the
only way to heaven is to believe and follow
Him. “For God so loved the world, that he
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16).

I prayed to God to save me from all
my sufferings and guide me towards the
direction that I should go. I am glad that He
has answered. – Chin Chun Choong
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 24 – 30, 2006)

MON–FRI FEBC Exams
FRI 7.00 pm FEBC End-of-Term

Thanksgiving Service
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship

5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship
SUN 9.30 am 2nd Annual Congregational

Meeting
10.30 am Worship (Dr Paul Lee Tan)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

There will be no Prayer Meeting this Friday.
All members are invited to attend the FEBC
End-of-Term Thanksgiving Service this
Friday (Apr 28, 06) at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road, 7 pm. Speaker:
Dr Paul Lee Tan.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this
Sat (Apr 29, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean
BPC, 48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For
those requiring transport, please meet at
Lavender MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will
be held this Sat (Apr 29, 06) at 5.30 pm.
Venue: Dr Francis and Mrs Stephanie Lee’s
home at 35 Moonbeam Terrace (off Holland
Road), Singapore 277308. Message: “Building
the House of God” by Dr Paul Lee Tan. For
details, please contact Edward at 93887328.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon
(Apr 30, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details,
please contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings:
Good Friday $5,984; Easter Sunrise Service $7,143
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200;
Tanzania Bible College $2,500; Hien & family
$100; Henry Tan’s ministry $190; Philip (FEBC)
$100; Byju (FEBC) $50; Lam Mung (FEBC) $50;
Barnabas Yap & family $100; FEBC $1,000, $300,
$200, $198; FEBC Scholarship $2,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$20,315
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $500, $200, $100
Total: $451,085.60

Verse for the Week: Righteousness keepeth him
that is upright in the way: but wickedness
overthroweth the sinner. Prov. 13:6

True Life BPC 2nd Annual Congregational
Meeting (ACM) will be held next Lord’s Day
(Apr 30, 2006) at 9.30 am. It is your duty as a
member to attend.
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “The
Interpretation of Prophecy” by Dr Paul Lee Tan
will be held from May 1 – 6, 2006, at FEBC, 9A
Gilstead Road, 8.30 am – 12 pm.
FEBC’s 31st Graduation Exercises will be held
at Calvary Pandan B-P Church, May 7, 2006,
SGBF Hour, 6 pm. Speaker: Dr Paul Lee Tan.
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev Stephen Khoo
& Rev Errol Stone. Please register early.
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan now warded in
NUH hospital.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 217
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 108
Hymn No. 232
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 320
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text John 6:66-71
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon The Judas Gospel: Bad News

of Betrayal
(Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 431
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Judas Gospel:
Bad News of Betrayal – Part I

(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life
Church 10.30 am Service, Apr 23, 06)

Text: John 6:66-71

Introduction

According to The New York Times of April 6,
2006, The Judas Gospel together with the other
Gnostic Gospels “have produced a new generation
of Christians who now regard the Bible not as the
literal word of God, but as a product of historical
and political forces that determined which texts
should be included in the canon, and which edited
out. For that reason, the discoveries have proved
deeply troubling for many believers.”

Is this true? Has the Gnostic Gospels produced
a generation of Christians who no longer believe
that the Bible they have in their hands today to be
the literal Word of God? Is this true of True Lifers?
Has the so-called Gospel of Judas troubled you
who have trusted in Christ as Lord and Saviour.

Those of us who are truly born again,
born of the Spirit, born from above
should not be troubled by the Judas
Gospel for the Holy Spirit that indwells
us is the Spirit of truth and guides us
into all truth (John 16:13). What is
truth? God’s Word is truth (John
17:17). Jesus said, “My sheep hear my
voice … and they follow me” (John
10:27). The Lord says His sheep will
be able to discern His good voice of
truth from the strange voice of
falsehood.

The Gospel of Judas is not good
news at all but another bad news of
betrayal—Jesus is betrayed once again
by Judas in this recently found
“Gospel” named after him. Actually,
the title—“The Gospel of Judas”—
misleads. The title gives the impression
that it was Judas himself who had
written this Gospel. No, Judas wrote no
Gospel. This so-called “Gospel” was
not written by Judas but by some
unknown person who for some twisted
reason wanted to revise Biblical
history by turning the villain Judas
Iscariot into a hero—the best and most
loyal disciple of Jesus.

Now, let me critique the Gospel of
Judas (according to the text released by
the National Geographic Society), and
offer three reasons why this Gospel is a
fictitious and spurious one.

The Judas Gospel is a Heretical
Gospel

The Gospel of Judas begins like
this: “The secret account of the
revelation that Jesus spoke in

Kelapa Sawit B-P Church 54th Anniversary Service



conversation with Judas Iscariot.” The fact
that the Gospel of Judas is introduced as a
“secret account” lets out the “secret” that it
is an unorthodox gospel created by the
Gnostics who were known for their
“secrets.” Prof Tan Kim Huat of Trinity
Theological College writing for The Straits
Times on April 14, 2006 asked: “Is
Gnosticism a variety of Christianity or is it a
mutation so dangerous that it should be
treated as a heresy?” Our answer to his two-
part question is, “No, Gnosticism is not a
‘variety of Christianity’ but a totally
different religion that is occultic, and yes, it
is definitely a heresy by the infallible and
authoritative standards of the divinely
inspired and preserved Scriptures.”

What is Gnosticism and who were the
Gnostics? The word “gnostic” comes from
the Greek ginosko which means “to know.”
Gnosticism was a 2nd century cult which
used the name of Christ to spin a heretical
brand of Christianity teaching that (1)
salvation requires secret knowledge outside
of the Bible that is accessible only to the
privileged elite; (2) matter is evil; and (3)
Jesus did not really come in the flesh.

The gospel of Christianity is no secret
but clearly revealed in the Written Word of
God—the 66 books of the Canonical
Scriptures. The Apostle John wrote referring
to the Canonical Gospels: “But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through his
name” (John 20:31). The Written Word
reveals to us the Living Word, and it is
sufficient for us to know how to find
salvation in Christ, the only Saviour of the
world.

What is the gospel? The word “gospel”
(euangelion) literally means “good news.”
The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4
explains what is the gospel: “Moreover,
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which
I preached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; By which
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what

I preached unto you, unless ye have believed
in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all
that which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the
scriptures.” Christ crucified and resurrected is
the good news of the forgiveness of sins and
eternal life for those who will put their trust in
Him.

This knowledge of the gospel is not secret
but open. The knowledge of salvation is not
far from us, but very near us. The Apostle
Paul tells us in Roman 10:8-9, “But what saith
it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth,
and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith,
which we preach; That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” But the
Gnostics add to the gospel. They say that it is
not enough to know Christ and His
resurrection, one must attain to some hidden
and mysterious knowledge before one can
truly know God and live forever. The Gnostic
formula for salvation works like this: “Gospel
+ Secret Knowledge = Salvation.” It is
“another gospel.” Anything that adds to the
perfect redemptive work of Christ and the
pure content of the Gospel of Christ is
heteron euangelion, “another gospel” (Gal
1:6).

The Gospel of Judas can shake the faith of
the believer. May we not be so easily shaken
in our faith like some of the Christians in the
Galatian Church. Paul wrote to chide and
warn them, “I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is
not another; but there be some that trouble
you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.
But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. As we said before, so say I now
again, If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him
be accursed” (Gal 1:6-9).

The Judas Gospel has a Different Jesus

What kind of Jesus does the Judas Gospel
present? The Judas Gospel presents a Jesus
who has a habit of laughing at people. He
laughs at his disciples for saying grace, he
laughs at their questions, he laughs before he
speaks, he laughs after he speaks. The word
“laugh” appears eight times in the Judas
Gospel. This compares with only twice in the
whole New Testament and that only in the
Gospel of Luke. Jesus said in Luke 6:21,
“Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall
laugh.” In Luke 6:25, Jesus warned that those
who laugh now will weep later, “Woe unto you
that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.”
In John 11:35, we find Jesus weeping. Jesus
was “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief” (Isa 53:3). He did not come into this
world to have a jolly good time, but to suffer,
to bleed, and to die for us so that we might be
saved.

The Judas Gospel also presents Jesus not as
the Creator but a creature. The disciples
referred to Jesus not as “the Son of God” (ie,
God Himself) but “the son of our god.” Jesus
also says that his god is different from the god
of his disciples. In the world of the Gnostics
there are many gods and many levels of
divinity. The highest level is pure spirit. This is
typical of the Gnostic thinking that all flesh is
evil. Since Jesus is in the flesh, Jesus must be
evil and could not have come from the
supreme God who is pure Spirit. Then where
did Jesus come from? Judas is the one who has
the answer. In the Gospel of Judas, Judas tells
Jesus, “I know who you are and where you
come from. You are from the immortal realm
of Barbelo.” Barbelo is one of the inferior
gnostic gods from the lower levels of the
immortal realm. Jesus himself confesses to
Judas that he is not God but one of the twelve
angels created by God. Jesus is the first of the
twelve angels who is “Seth” and called
“Christ.” This is pure nonsense.

The truth is Jesus is God and the Creator of
the world. In the very first verse of the Gospel
of John, we read, “In the beginning was the

Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” This Word is none other
than the Living Word—the Lord Jesus
Christ—who created the universe: verse 3
says, “All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that
was made.” This invisible God and Creator
became a human being and took on human
flesh to be our Saviour. John 1:14 says,
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth.” The flesh of Jesus
was not at all sinful, evil or bad, but utterly
sinless, pure and perfect, “full of grace and
truth.”

The mystery of Jesus Christ is a mystery
revealed, not for a secretive and elite few but
for all to know and believe so that they
might be saved from their sins. The Apostle
Paul says in 1 Timothy 3:16, “And without
controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in
the world, received up into glory.” John 3:16
says, “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only (uniquely) begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

Fundamental Christian Ministry
cordially invites all Alumni, Members &

Friends to our

FCM 20th Anniversary

“Passing the Mantle to Future Leaders”
II Tim 2:2

Speaker: Dr Tow Siang Hwa

Date: 12th May 2006

Time: *6.30 pm – 9.00 pm
Venue: Changi Aloha Fairy Point

Chalet 5
*dinner/supper buffet thereafter
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 1 – 7, 2006)

MON–SAT Daily Vacation Bible College
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Dr Paul Lee Tan)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

6.00 pm FEBC 31st Graduation Exercises

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed (May 3, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC,
Level 6, Paterson Room (Room 602). Message:
“I Am Who I Am” by Dr Paul Lee Tan. All are
welcome. For enquiries, please contact Judith at
96729973.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Bernard Tee this
Fri (May 5, 06) at 8 pm. Address: 19A Hillview
Avenue, Hillview Park, #08-06 Singapore
669554. Tel: 67609069. Message: “Gethsemane”
by Dr Paul Lee Tan.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (May 6, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “TULIP – Part 1” by Dn Tai Mern Yee.
For details, please contact Herbert at 94377715.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 409 Saujana Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai Mern
Yee at 97932330.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 86
Room 7.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$7,934; RM10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; FEBC
$100; Wendy Teng $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$8,434; RM10
Church Building Fund: $1,000 Total:
$452,085.60

Sunday School Offering: $534.00

Verse for the Week: There is that maketh
himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that
maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches. Prov.
13:7

Daily Vacation Bible College course on “The
Interpretation of Prophecy” by Dr Paul Lee
Tan will be held this week, May 1 – 6, 2006, at
the Far Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead
Road, 8.30 am – 12 pm.
FEBC’s 31st Graduation Exercises will be
held next Lord’s Day (May 7, 2006) at Calvary
Pandan B-P Church, SGBF Hour, 6 pm.
Speaker: Dr Paul Lee Tan.
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s
Kingdom (Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev
Stephen Khoo & Rev Errol Stone. Please
register early. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.
We extend our deepest condolences to Mdm
Mira Chin on the home-going of her father, Mr
Chin Chun Choong, on Apr 25, 06. Vigil
Service was conducted on Apr 26, 06 and
Burial Service was conducted at the Choa Chu
Kang Christian Lawn Cemetery on Apr 27, 06
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 8
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 73
Psalm No. 149
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 262
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Zech. 4:1-10
Sermon The Golden Candlestick:

God’s Divine Work
(Dr Paul Lee Tan)

Closing Hymn No. 236
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Judas Gospel:
Bad News of Betrayal – Part II

(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life
Church 10.30 am Service, Apr 23, 06)

Text: John 6:66-71

The Judas Gospel is a False Text

The Judas Gospel is one of the many false
gospels written by the Gnostics. How many
Gnostic Gospels were there? Some say 15, some
say 30, some say 80. The experts are not even
sure. Christians have always recognised only the
Four Canonical Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John—to be the inspired Word of God. The
DaVinci Code and the National Geographic
Society are saying the very opposite—the
Gnostic Gospels are true and the Four Gospels
false.

Now, how do we know that the Four Gospels
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John we have
today are true and not the recently discovered
Gnostic Gospels like the Gospel of Judas?
Christians have long had answers to such attacks

on the Word of God and they are in
the twin doctrines of the Verbal
Plenary Inspiration (VPI) and Verbal
Plenary Preservation (VPP) of the
Holy Scriptures as taught in Psalm
12:6-7, Matthew 5:18, 2 Timothy
3:16, and 2 Peter 1:21.

The divinely inspired or God-
breathed (theopneustos) New
Testament Scriptures were those
written by God’s special servants,
namely, the Apostles of Jesus Christ.
Now it is argued that the Gnostic
Gospels were also written by
Apostles like Thomas and Judas.
Why were the Gospels of Thomas
and Judas not included in the Bible?
The answer is simple. They were not
gospels written by the Apostles in
the first place, nor written by
eyewitnesses, nor written in the first
century but appeared only two to
three hundred years after the death of
Christ, after the Apostles of Christ
had passed away, and after the Four
Canonical Gospels had long been
written, read and received as Holy
Scripture by the Church.

Ireneus, the Bishop of Lyons,
testified in the 2nd century: “Matthew
published a written gospel for the
Hebrews … Mark also, the disciple
and interpreter of Peter, transmitted
to us in writing the things preached
by Peter. Luke, the follower of Paul,
set down in a book the gospel
preached by him. Lastly, John, the
disciple of the Lord, who had leantEaster Sunrise Service at Labrador Park, April 16, 2006



back on His breast, once more set forth the
gospel, while residing at Ephesus in Asia.”
Ireneus’ testimony can be trusted for he was
a disciple of Polycarp who died a famous
death as a martyr of Christ, who was also a
disciple of the Apostle John.

What is more is that the Four Canonical
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
fulfilled all the prophecies of the Old
Testament Scripture concerning the Jewish
Messiah and His redemptive mission on
earth. There are about 300 prophecies
concerning Christ’s first coming. These
prophecies were given centuries before
Christ came and they have all been fulfilled
precisely and completely (eg, Isa 7:14 and
Matt 1:21-22, Jer 23:5 and Luke 3:23, Mic
5:2 and Matt 2:1, Ps 22:16 and Luke 23:33).
The Four Gospels on the basis of the Old
Testament give us “a more sure word of
prophecy” (2 Pet 1:19). The Judas Gospel on
the other hand can make no such claim for it
contradicts the Old Testament Scripture
concerning who Christ was and what He
came to do.

The Gospel of Judas was written in the
2nd century long after Judas had died. And if
it were true that Judas was Jesus’ best
disciple and a hero, then Judas should be
basking in glory or martyred, but he
committed suicide! Why? The truth is Judas
was a crook and betrayed his Master out of
his own wicked heart. The fact is that the
Gnostics were the ones who plagiarised the
names and terms of the Four Gospels to
invent their own strange gospel of secret
knowledge and man-made gods.

The stories found in the Gnostic Gospels
are spurious. For instance, the Gospel of
Thomas teaches that only men can enter into
heaven, women cannot. If a woman wants to
get into heaven, she must first become a
man. And this was what Jesus did—He
turned Mary Magdalene into a man so that
she could go to heaven. Now, how does one
square this with The DaVinci Code which

claims that Jesus married Mary Magdalene?
They contradict!

The Biblical doctrine of the VPP of
Scripture identifies for us where the true
Biblical texts are today. VPP tells us that
the true Scripture resides in the
continuously used and always existing
majority manuscripts which have been
traditionally received by God’s people and
kept pure throughout the ages by the
special providential hand of God Himself.
These texts as identified by the Trinitarian
Bible Society are the Hebrew Masoretic
Text and the Greek Textus Receptus of the
great 16th Century Protestant Reformation,
the Authorised or King James Bible being
the best English translation of these
divinely preserved and authentic texts.

The Gnostic Gospel of Judas is
disqualified as an authentic text because (1)
it was not continuously used, (2) it is just
one compared to the thousands of copies we
have of the Canonical Gospels today, (3) it
disagrees drastically with the words and
doctrines of the original, preserved and
received Gospels, and (4) it was rejected by
the Spirit-guided Church since the beginning
for its heresies. Bishop Ireneus for instance
knew about the Gospel of Judas in about AD
180 and wrote against its claims, “They [ie,
the Gnostics] declare that Judas the traitor
was thoroughly acquainted with these things,
and that he alone, knowing the truth as no
others did, accomplished the mystery of the
betrayal: by him all things, both earthly and
heavenly, were thus thrown into confusion.
They produce a fictitious history of this
kind, which they style the Gospel of Judas.”

The Judas Gospel cannot qualify as an
authentic text because it does not fulfil
Jesus’ criterion of verbal authenticity to the
jot and tittle (Matt 5:18). The Judas Gospel
has many gaps and many missing words and
sentences. Brackets and ellipses indicating
lost words or sentences are seen throughout
the text. The translators often had to fill in

the blanks by guessing what the words were,
and writing them into the text. Such
remarks as [----one line lost----], [-----one
line missing-----], [----about five lines
missing----] are found throughout. The fact
that the Gospel of Judas has not been
preserved intact by God’s singular care and
providence is one evidence that it is not
divinely inspired Scripture, not at all.

Conclusion

The divinely inspired Gospels have
always been preserved by God and received
throughout the ages by His faithful Church.
They were never lost only to be found
thousands of years later. If what the
modernists and textual critics claim is true,
that the original and true Gospels are the
Gnostic Gospels and not the Four Gospels
we have in our Biblical Canon today, then
all the Christians who died for their faith
under the Roman regime, in the days of the
Protestant Reformation, and in anti-Christian
countries today have all died in vain
believing in a wrong book and a false
message. Can this be so? God forbid! For it
is written, “The words of the LORD are pure
words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them,
O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this
generation for ever” (Ps 12:6-7).

But what do we have today? We are
living in a postmodern age of relativity and
uncertainty that anyone who dares to believe
and defend the present perfection of the
Holy Scriptures should be castigated
as “foolish,” “extreme,” “schismatic,”
“heretical,” “cultic,” and “unregenerate.” On
the other hand, those who say that the Bible
today contains missing verses and passages,
insignificant mistakes and redundant words,
are considered “godly” and “scholarly.” Is it
no wonder that Psalm 12 should end with
these words, “The wicked walk on every
side, when the vilest men are exalted” (Ps
12:8)? We are nevertheless comforted by the
words of the Psalmist in the Bible we have

in our hands today that the Lord will not
only preserve His words but also His
people who are oppressed and persecuted
by the rich, the powerful, and the
unbelieving, “For the oppression of the
poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will
I arise, saith the LORD; I will set him in
safety from him that puffeth at him” (Ps
12:5). God help us!

Judas is alive today in all who deny
God’s only begotten Son, and reject His
forever infallible and inerrant Word. The
Judas Gospel is the bad news of betrayal all
over again. We are living in days of
Deformation, not Reformation! May the
Lord keep us faithful until He comes again.

Fundamental Christian Ministry
cordially invites all Alumni, Members &

Friends to our

FCM 20th Anniversary

“Passing the Mantle to Future Leaders”
II Tim 2:2

Speaker: Dr Tow Siang Hwa
Date: 12 May 2006
Time: *6.30 pm – 9.00 pm
Venue: Changi Aloha Fairy Point

Chalet 5
*dinner/supper buffet thereafter

_____________________________

FCM Camp 2006
Theme:

“Thirsting After God’s Living Word”

Main Speaker:
Rev (Dr) Jack Sin

Night Messages:
“Revival!” by Dn Lek Aik Wee

Date: 29 May – 3 June 2006
Venue: Calvary Pandan B-P Church
Camp Fees: S$33
Closing Date: 15 May 2006 (Sun)

Register online at:
http://www.fcm.sg/camp

For details, please contact Herbert at:
94377715 (HP) or

mail_mrgoh@yahoo.com.sg
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 8 – 14, 2006)

MON–WED FEBC Camp at Mersing
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Dr S H Tow)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

FEBC 31st Graduation Exercises will be held
this evening at Calvary Pandan B-P Church,
SGBF Hour, 6 pm. Speaker: Dr Paul Lee Tan.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (May 13, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “TULIP – Part 2” by Dn Tai Mern
Yee. For details, please contact Herbert at
94377715.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat (May
13, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835 Woodlands
St. 83 #12-113. Message: “Serving the Lord with
a right heart” by Rev Ronny Khoo. For details,
please contact William Teo at 91831150.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $6,784
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $300, $100;
FEBC $200; Wendy Teng $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:

$7,484
Church Building Fund: $1,000 Total:
$453,085.60

Verse for the Week: The ransom of a man’s
life are his riches: but the poor heareth not
rebuke. Prov. 13:8

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
John, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome
Young People’s Fellowship cordially invites
all youths and their parents to the Parents’
Appreciation Day on May 20, 2006. Time: 3.30
pm. Venue: 53 Oriole Crescent. Speaker: Elder
William Seah. Those interested in contributing
food/refreshments, please contact Herbert at
94377715.

Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s
Kingdom (Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev
Stephen Khoo & Rev Errol Stone. Please
register early. Closing Date: May 21, 2006.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 29
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number YPF Members
Offering & Hymn No. 320
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Mark 10:27
Sermon All Things Are Possible

With God
(Dr Paul Lee Tan)

Closing Hymn No. 336
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Dr Paul Lee Tan, Senior Pastor of Grace Chinese
Church of Dallas (USA) and Grace Christian
Church (Philippines), is the Graduation speaker.

CERTIFICATE OF RELIGIOUS
KNOWLEDGE (CertRK)
Arpornthip Chaita
Cheong Lian Neo
Ho Yew Peng Andy
Ng Li Jun Sarah
Ng Yew Chong
Timbagen Tarigan
Yap Thiam Teng Stephen
Yeo Choon Seng Peter
Yong Choon Leong

CERTIFICATE OF BIBLICAL
STUDIES (CertBS)
Loh Kah Fai Andrew
Maung Cin Lam Mung
Poh Ee Huat
Sun Dawei

DIPLOMA IN THEOLOGY
(DipTh)
Chhim Vanarith
Jung Eun Hee
John Ovung
Ram Kumar Shrestha
Yap Kim Chuan

BACHELOR OF RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION (BRE)
Kim Dae Youl
Heo Kyung Jin
Cho Yong Pyo
Ejigayehu Alemu Zeleke

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY
(BTh)
Dominino Tillor Dela Cruz Jr
Febian Christopher Natanael Siregar

MASTER OF RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION (MRE)
Chen Ching Fun Janice
Efendi Ginting
Warunee Harichaikul

MASTER OF DIVINITY (MDiv)
Dennis Capongcol Kabingue
Ayanthung Murry
Elibariki Peter Nanyaro
Lal Lian Uk
Nelson Noel Ng’uono Were

Thereafter you are cordially invited
to a buffet dinner downstairs.

At the 31st Graduation
Exercises of Far Eastern
Bible College at Calvary
Pandan B-P Church 6 pm
this evening 32 will be
awarded their certificates
and conferred their degrees.
Dr Paul Lee

Baptism at Easter Sunrise Service, Labrador Park, April 16, 2006



THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:

Chapter XX

John 20:1, 2; 11-16

Why first to Mary Magdalene?

There were two parties of disciples who
converged on the Garden Tomb that first
Easter Lord’s Day morning: 1) The women,
headed by Mary Magdalene; 2) Peter and
John. Not knowing the Scripture that Jesus
must rise from the dead (Ps. 16:10), the
women had brought along spices and
ointments (Luke 23:56), an expression of
their womanly love. Nor Peter and John, for
sure.

Of the disciples who came to see Jesus, it
is Mary Magdalene who was given the
honour of the first Appearance by our Lord.
Why? Why should one who was a bad
sinner, out of whom seven devils were cast
out (Lk 8:2), receive such blessing? Here is
the manifestation of God’s unspeakable
grace! As the chorus goes: “My past is
forgiven, From sin I am free!” Being seven-
fold indebted to her Lord, her love for Jesus
correspondingly exceeded that of others. Of
all our Lord’s followers, none seemed, not
even John, to have loved so much as Mary
Magdalene. Bishop Andrews observes, “She
was last at His cross, and first at His grave.
She stayed longest there, and was soonest
here.”

“Love is strong as death,” says Solomon.
Love is the greatest motivating power! Love
is also the greatest sustaining power. Love is
God-power, for God is love (I John 4:8).

Thus when it was discovered that the
Tomb was empty, those who came with
Mary left the scene, one by one. It was Mary
Magdalene whose steps were quickened by
love who now was constrained by the same
to linger. As much as to say, “I will never
leave You, Lord, until I find You.” That
devotion and earnest-seeking is what the
lukewarm Church of Laodicea lacks today.
What we need is Mary’s love, even the first
love of the Church of Ephesus.

In the University of Christ, knowledge is
often seen to puff up, but it is love,
unassuming, that receives the conferment of
Christ’s degree. Why not first to Mary
Magdalene?

“And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works” (Heb
10:24).

John 20:2-10

Peter and John

lf Mary Magdalene is commended for her
sevenfold love for Jesus, Peter must be
commended also – for his deep-seated loyalty
for his Master. Though he had betrayed Him in
a moment of weakness under overcrushing
odds, his bitter tears of repentance had washed
every stain – of seeming disloyalty. That our
Lord had looked upon him reminded of His
loving words of caution and care spoken a
while ago: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail not: and when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren” (Lk 22:31, 32).

That Peter was not behind the others on
that early Easter morning’s pilgrimage speaks
well of his restored heart. How he vowed to
love Christ three times more! In Peter’s
restoration is contrasted Judas’ perdition. How
do we know Judas was lost? His self-
destruction sealed it. But not Peter! Christian,
whatever your sin, whatever your defeat, never
say die, like Peter. Repent, return, while the
Lord just now is looking upon you.

As for John, the beloved disciple from
beginning to end, he is to be commended for
not only taking care of our Lord’s mother, but
also for his concern for his big brother. Surely
he was the one who looked Peter up, and told
him where they had laid Him. Who else could
it be? He was the one who learned from
Mary’s lips her personal meeting with the
Risen Saviour.

The characteristics of the two men disciples
are once again so typically revealed. Peter the
man of impulsive action, though outrun by
John the younger man, nevertheless, was

forward to enter the sepulchre. But, John
looked on, and pondered. The important thing
is that both believed that Christ was risen, and
the proof of this stupendous fact to them was
the empty tomb with the napkin and linen-
clothes in their places. At least that is John’s
personal testimony (Jn. 20:8). Today, God has
His Peters and Johns, each with his individual
characteristic, some quick, some slow. The
important thing is that we believe in His Risen
Son, and love Him though we have not seen
Him.

Here’s Peter’s Easter message, “Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now
ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory” (I Peter
1:8).

John 20:11-16

Not theological spectacles
but through tears of love

Some commentators look askance at Mary
of Magdalene with their theological spectacles
cocked, but they have never had the honour of
meeting with the Risen Saviour. They speak
rather harshly of Mary’s ignorance and
superstition, which we do not agree.

It was Mary’s tears that moved the Risen
Saviour first to her side. It was Mary’s
weeping from a yearning, loving heart that
induced our Lord to send His angels. While it
is true, according to Calvin, that Christ
initiated the glory of His kingdom by angels to
honour His tomb and take away the ignominy
of the cross, we believe the angels were sent
for Mary’s sake. Mary’s tears of love.

The words “Woman why weepest thou?”
were asked not in admonition but in sympathy.
With tape-recording of the syllables this would
then be verified!

When Jesus suddenly stood behind her and
asked the same question, and added “Whom
seekest thou?”, it was a Shepherd’s love
reciprocating to the lost ewe lamb. Nor can we
blame Mary when she, still in an emotional
flood, persisted to anoint her Lord with the
spices she had brought. Our extremity is His
opportunity.

It is in this valley of tears that Jesus
revealed Himself to Mary, calling her in that
loving accent she was wont to hear, “Mary”
(Miriam in the Hebrew). M-a-r-y! Why, that
is the Master’s Voice! “Rabboni,” returned
one having her eyes suddenly opened. That
first Appearance to the disciples had
occurred!

When joined in one are Voice and voice,
Then lift her eyes to see His Face!

It is important that God’s Word be studied
with a yearning, loving heart. How many a
vision of His love, sympathy, power, majesty
is lost when spectacled professors look for the
trees but miss the woods. Greek particles and
Hebrew pointings to the last jot and tittle,
precision upon dry precision, but no Vision!
That Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene,
but not to Rev. Peter or Elder John is a lesson
Church leaders must take note.

Conversely, let those who have neither
power or means, but that nurtured love
reserved for his or her Lord take courage with
Mary.

Not theological spectacles, but through
tears of love.

FCM Camp 2006

Theme:
“Thirsting After God’s Living Word”

Main Speaker:
Rev (Dr) Jack Sin

Night Messages:
“Revival!” by Dn Lek Aik Wee

Date: 29 May – 3 June 2006
Venue: Calvary Pandan B-P Church
Camp Fees: S$33
Closing Date: 15 May 2006 (Sun)

Register online at:
http://www.fcm.sg/camp

For details, please contact Herbert at:
94377715 (HP) or

mail_mrgoh@yahoo.com.sg
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 15 – 21, 2006)

THU 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (May 20, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Program: Parents’ Appreciation Day. Speaker:
Elder William Seah. Those interested in
contributing food/refreshments, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.

Thank God for providing Dr Paul Lee Tan to
minister to us God’s Word at the FEBC’s Daily
Vacation Bible College, May 1-6, 2006 and at
our recent FEBC’s Annual Retreat at Mersing,
May 8-10, 2006. Dr and Mrs Paul Lee Tan
returned to Dallas, Texas on Thursday, May 11,
2006. May the Lord continue to bless his
ministry.

Praise God that Hien Nguyen has passed his
driving test. He is now looking for a good used
van for the ministry in Brisbane.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $7,565.25
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $125;
Tanzania Bible College $2,000; Febian (FEBC)
$100; Lal Lian Uk (FEBC) $100; Isaac Lam
Mung (FEBC) $100; FEBC $500, $400, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$11,140.25
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $100 Total:
$454,185.60

Sunday School Offering: $363.00

Verse for the Week: The light of the righteous
rejoiceth: but the lamp of the wicked shall be put
out. Prov. 13:9

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
John, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
The Sunday School Lessons are taped and
available for free download at our website at
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.

Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s
Kingdom (Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev
Stephen Khoo & Rev Errol Stone. Please
register early. Availability of rooms will be on
a first-come-first-served basis. Closing Date:
May 21, 2006.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 25
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 71
Psalm No. 138
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 384
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text I Cor 15:19-22, 51-58
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Afraid to Die?

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 549

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Dr S H Tow

What a Gathering!
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo

FEBC’s Daily Vacation Bible College (DVBC)
is an annual week-long course of daily lectures on
a special topic or theme taught by the faculty or a
guest professor from abroad. This year, May 1-6,
the College was privileged to have world-
renowned professor of Biblical prophecy—Dr Paul
Lee Tan—to lecture on “The Interpretation of
Prophecy.” Dr Tan’s many charts and illustrations
made prophecy easy to understand and remember.
He emphasised the need to interpret the Bible
literally, comparing Scripture with Scripture, that
the Bible has only one meaning, for God means
what He says and says what He means. More than
150 attended the course, some even taking leave
from work just to make it for the classes.

FEBC’s 31st Graduation Service held on May 7
at Calvary Pandan B-P Church was a memorable
one with about 800 in attendance. A total of 32
graduated with their certificates and degrees, ready
for God’s work in various ministries and different

countries. The Board and faculty turned
up in full force to take the Dean Burgon
Oath. Remaining true to the
Reformation Bible and Faith, we
reaffirmed our belief in the present
infallibility of the Holy Scriptures,
totally inerrant without any mistake to
the jot and tittle even today (Ps 12:6-7,
Matt 5:18). Since the 1970s, Dr
Timothy Tow—FEBC’s founding
principal—had required every board
and faculty member to swear by the
Dean Burgon Oath, that the Bible is
100% perfect, without any mistake to
the glory of God. Dr Tan our honoured
speaker, is of kindred spirit, and spoke
on “The Glory of God and Ezekiel’s
Wheels (Ezek 1:1-4, 15-21).” His
message will be published in the next
issue of The Burning Bush. The
principal’s latest book—Meditations
from Psalms—saw its official release at
the graduation service. A sure balm for
the weary soul; get your copy from the
FEBC Bookroom.

FEBC’s annual retreat, May 8-10,
was held at the Resort Lautan Biru,
Mersing. Faculty, students and friends
of the College enjoyed a time of
worship, fellowship and Bible study. Dr
Paul Lee Tan spoke on “Angels and
Demons.” Satanic attacks against God’s
Word and God’s Church have become
very fierce and intense especially in
these last days, but in Christ we already
have the victory. Satan and his demons
may be very clever and powerful, but
our Lord Jesus Christ is ALL-powerful
and ALL-knowing, and He has defeated
them all. Our time in Mersing was a



taste of heaven on earth. “Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity” (Ps 133:1). We were glad to
see our beloved pastor and principal much
refreshed at the retreat. We continue to pray
for God’s grace and strength to be upon His
faithful servant. Heartfelt and fervent prayers
were also made to our good Lord to preserve
the resort for the spiritual use of His people,
especially smaller and poorer churches from
both sides of the Causeway, looking for a
beautiful and peaceful place for their camps
and retreats. Indeed the Mersing resort has
great spiritual value and can do a lot of
spiritual good still. May the Lord hear our
prayers. May His will be done.

What a joyful gathering of saints it was in
the meetings above. We look forward to the
great and grand gathering to come when the
Lord returns. What a gathering that will be!

***************
31st FEBC Graduation Service, May 7, 06

Word from the Academic Dean

The Bible warns in 1 Timothy 4:1-2, “Now
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their
conscience seared with a hot iron.”

The Bible today is under attack like never
before. The modernists through The DaVinci
Code tell us that the 27 books of the New
Testament Canon are false and must be
replaced by newly discovered Coptic
manuscripts which speak of a more realistic
down-to-earth Jesus stripped of all His deity
and moral purity. They claim that the Gospel
of Thomas, the Gospel of Judas, and other
Gnostic Gospels are the true Gospels; and that
these Gospels must replace the Canonical
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Many evangelical Bible Colleges and
Seminaries today teach that the Bible was only
infallible and inerrant in the past, but no longer
infallible and inerrant today. According to
popular theology, the Bible today contains
“insignificant mistakes,” “redundant words,”
and so-called “scribal errors.”

It is significant to note that the Bible under
constant attack by modernists and evangelicals
is not the NIV, not the NASB, not the RSV,
not even the NKJV, or any of the modern
versions but the good old Authorised or the
King James Version (AV/KJV). Why is the
KJV under such attack? The KJV is under such
attack because it is the Bible of the 16th century
Protestant Reformation, and as the
Reformation Bible, it stands against the tide of
unbelief, apostasy, and compromise today.

A new book written by Bart Ehrman
entitled Misquoting Jesus (HarperCollins,
2005) is fast becoming a bestseller. In his
book, Ehrman attacked the KJV and the
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures behind the KJV.
According to Ehrman, “The King James Bible
was based on corrupted and inferior
manuscripts that in many cases do not
accurately represent the meaning of the
original text. The favorite Bible story of Jesus’
forgiving the woman caught in adultery (John
8:3-11) doesn’t belong in the Bible. Scribal
errors were so common in antiquity that the
author of the Book of Revelation threatened
damnation to anyone who ‘adds to’ or ‘takes
away’ words from the text.” In other words, in
Ehrman’s mind, the Bible contains many
“scribal errors,” and if you quote from the
KJV or its underlying texts, you are
misquoting Jesus.

Bart Ehrman began as a fundamentalist at
Moody Bible Institute but finally lost his faith
at Princeton Seminary where he got his PhD.
How did he lose his faith? Let me read
Ehrman’s tragic testimony on page 11 of his
book. He wrote, “If one wants to insist that
God inspired the very words of scripture, what
would be the point if we don’t have the very
words of scripture? In some places, as we will
see, we simply cannot be sure that we have
reconstructed the original text accurately. It’s a
bit hard to know what the words of the Bible
mean if we don’t even know what the words
are!

“This became a problem for my view of
inspiration, for I came to realize that it would
have been no more difficult for God to

preserve the words of scripture than it would
have been for him to inspire them in the first
place. If he wanted his people to have his
words, surely he would have given them to
them (and possibly even given them the words
in a language they could understand, rather
than Greek and Hebrew). The fact that we
don’t have the words surely must show, I
reasoned, that he did not preserve them for us.
And if he didn’t perform that miracle, there
seemed to be no reason to think that he
performed the earlier miracle of inspiring those
words.

“In short, my study of the Greek New
Testament, and my investigations into the
manuscripts that contain it, led to a radical
rethinking of my understanding of what the
Bible is. This was a seismic change for me.
Before this—starting with my born-again
experience in high school, through my
fundamentalist days at Moody, and on through
my evangelical days at Wheaton—my faith has
been based completely on a certain view of the
Bible as the fully inspired, inerrant word of
God. Now I no longer saw the Bible that way.”

Let me just say this: If we do not believe
that God has verbally and plenarily preserved
His words, that we have truly the very words
of God today—100% infallible and inerrant
without any mistake—and are against the
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek words behind
the KJV, we might just end up like Ehrman—
an agnostic and a modernist.

It goes without saying that it is not enough
for true Christianity to believe in the verbal
plenary inspiration (VPI) of the Scriptures; it is
equally important to believe in the verbal
plenary preservation (VPP) of the Scriptures.
“The words of the LORD are pure words: as
silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou
shalt preserve them from this generation for
ever” (Ps 12:6-7). The twin doctrines of VPI
and VPP are our only sure defence against the
attacks on the Bible today.

The Faculty and Board will soon take the
Dean Burgon Oath as spelled out in the
College Constitution which states:

4.1.1 We believe in the divine, Verbal
Plenary Inspiration (Autographs)
and Verbal Plenary Preservation
(Apographs) of the Scriptures in the
original languages, their consequent
inerrancy and infallibility, and as the
perfect Word of God, the supreme
and final authority in faith and life (2
Tim 3:16, 2 Pet 1:20-21, Ps 12:6-7,
Matt 5:18, 24:35).

4.1.1.1 We believe the Hebrew Old
Testament and the Greek New
Testament underlying the Authorised
(King James) Version to be the very
Word of God, infallible and inerrant.

4.1.1.2 We uphold the Authorised (King
James) Version to be the Word of
God—the best, most faithful, most
accurate, most beautiful translation of
the Bible in the English language, and
do employ it alone as our primary
scriptural text in the public reading,
preaching, and teaching of the
English Bible.

4.1.1.3 The Board of Directors and Faculty
shall affirm their allegiance to the
Word of God by taking the Dean
Burgon Oath at every annual
convocation: “I swear in the Name of
the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit that I believe ‘the Bible is none
other than the voice of Him that
sitteth upon the throne. Every book of
it, every chapter of it, every verse of
it, every word of it, every syllable of
it, every letter of it, is the direct
utterance of the Most High. The Bible
is none other than the Word of God,
not some part of it more, some part of
it less, but all alike the utterance of
Him that sitteth upon the throne,
faultless, unerring, supreme.’”

We have a fixed Canon and a fixed Text.
We see no need for textual criticism and we
reject higher criticism altogether. May the
Lord protect and preserve FEBC as we stand
fast on His forever infallible and inerrant
words until we see Him face to face. Amen.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 22 – 28, 2006)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat
(May 27, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.

Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (May 27, 06) at 5.30 pm. Venue: Dn
and Mrs Tai Mern Yee’s home at Blk 101
Clementi Street 14, #06-143 Singapore 120101.
Program: Bible Study on Habakkuk by Dr
Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please contact Edward
at 93887328.

There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (May
28, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Jeffrey Kho
Peng Soon on June 2, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address:
Blk 838 Yishun St. 81, #05-308 Singapore
760838. Tel: 68518067.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,208; RM12; RMB5
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $250; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $250; BCEA $2,500; Van for
Hien’s Ministry $500; Henry Tan’s Ministry
$250; Filipina Bible Study $200; FCM $50;
Needy FEBC Student $50; Byju Samuel (FEBC)
$50; Nelson Were (FEBC) $50; Thadeaus
(FEBC) $50; Jose (FEBC) $50; Lotha (FEBC)
$50; Isaac Lam Mung (FEBC) $50; Wendy
Teng $200, $100; Barnabas Yap & family $100;
FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC $10,000, $1,000,
$500, $250, $200, $100, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$26,391; RM12; RMB5
Church Building Fund: $200, $50, $50 Total:
$454,485.60

Sunday School Offering: $398.00

Verse for the Week: Only by pride cometh
contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.
Prov. 13:10

Combined True Life YPF and Calvary
Pandan YF Retreat, June 5 - 7, 2006. Theme:
Just a Closer Walk. Speaker: Bro Nelson.
Venue: Calvary Pandan B-P Church. Retreat
Fee: $20. Those interested, please register at
the Book Table after Service.
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. Theme: “Accelerated
Missions Hastens To Bring in Christ’s
Kingdom (Matthew 24:14)”. Speakers: Rev
Stephen Khoo & Rev Errol Stone. Closing
Date: Today.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 237
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 119:1-16
Hymn No. 255
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 392
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Luke 8:1-3
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Mary Magdalene

(Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 118
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Carnality and Divisions
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo

In 1 Corinthians 3, the Apostle Paul tells the
Christian not to remain a baby in the faith but to
mature into spiritual adulthood. He must not just
keep drinking the milk of God’s Word but
progress to feed on the meat of God’s Word (1
Cor 3:1-4). Spiritual retardation will lead to
carnal behaviour. A spiritual retardate will bring
trouble not only to himself but also to the
church.

The spiritually retarded believers in the
Corinthian church displayed carnal behaviour.
Paul rebuked them for their babyish faith. Three
years had passed since they were converted.
They should have by this time matured
sufficiently. But no, they remained spiritually
childish. They were still infants in their
knowledge of Christ (cf. Heb 5:11-6:2).

When spiritual vitality and growth is lacking

in believers, they become susceptible
to sinful temptations and worldly
seductions. Instead of keeping to the
simplicity and purity of Christ and
His Word, they begin to prize the
power and prestige of Satan and his
world. They backslide, becoming
worldly and carnal (sarkikos) in their
thinking and actions. Adopting the
ways of the world, they become
trouble makers in the church.

This was what happened in the
Corinthian church. The carnality in
the Corinthian church resulted in
factions within the church. These
unbiblical divisions in the church
were due to a wrong understanding of
the Christian ministry (1 Cor 3:5-4:5).
By hinging their faith on certain
leaders in the church, these carnal
believers reveal a faulty perspective
of Christian leadership and ministry.
Paul had to instruct them concerning
the place of Christian leaders in the
spiritual life and growth of the church.
The church leaders were but mere
servants of God. The Apostle used the
illustrations of farming and building
to explain this truth (1 Cor 3:5-17).

Paul and Apollos were but farmers
in the Lord’s vineyard (1 Cor 3:5-9).
They simply planted the seed and
watered it. They had nothing to do
with its growth. God was the one who
caused the growth. Paul preached the
gospel, Apollos taught the Word, but
God alone gave life. Christ is Saviour,
not any man.

FEBC’s 31st Graduation Service in Convocation at Calvary Pandan BPC, May 7, 2006



Paul likened himself to an architect (1
Cor 3:10-11). Christ, the Chief Architect
(who Himself is the Key Foundation or the
Cornerstone), had given him the blueprint
for building the church. Through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, he had laid the
foundation. In other words, he had given to
the church the inspired Word of God
which is supremely authoritative and all-
sufficient for faith and practice (cf. Eph
2:20, 2 Tim 3:16-17).

The builders who build upon that
foundation must be careful how they do it
(1 Cor 3:12-17). There are two sets of
building materials, one is good, and the
other is bad. The first set—gold, silver and
precious stones—are expensive, beautiful,
and durable. The second set—wood, hay
and stubble—are cheap, ordinary, and
easily destroyed.

One day, all believers will be judged by
Christ. “For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad” (2 Cor 5:10). This
judgment is a judgment of service, not
salvation (3:15). Every work for Christ
will be tested. Some will be rewarded,
others will be shamed (Matt 6:1-6, 25:1-
40). It all depends on the quality of work
we have done for the Lord. Is our work for
the Lord Christ-centred or self-motivated,
Christ-driven or strife-driven?

Paul warns believers against worldly
wisdom (1 Cor 3:18-23). To be wise in the
world is to be a fool in God’s sight. If
anyone wants to be wise before God, he
must become a fool to the world. To
support his point, Paul cites two Old
Testament passages: Job 5:13, “He taketh
the wise in their own craftiness,” and
Psalm 94:11, “The LORD knoweth the
thoughts of man, that they are vanity.”

Believers should only and always

follow their infallible Lord and His inerrant
Word and never the philosophies and
methods of fallible human beings no matter
how big a name they have or how powerful
a position they hold (cf. 1 Cor 1:12, 3:5).
Everyone and everything belongs to God.
Only He deserves all the glory. What is the
Christian’s main purpose in life? It is only
this: “to glorify God and to enjoy Him
forever.”

What is the key to Christian spirituality
and unity? It is (1) to be founded on our
perfect Lord who is the same yesterday,
today and forever, and (2) to be grounded
on His perfect Word which is forever
infallible and inerrant. Amen!

***************

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:

Chapter XX

John 20:17-18

Through Tears of Love and Joy

Now that Mary had found her Lord alive
and transformed in all His resurrection
glory, her first reaction was to fall at His
feet to kiss Him (cf. Matthew 28:9). In the
process, He retreated a step: “Touch me
not” (or cling not to Me – a phrase which
Simon the Pharisee had used when he saw
her, a sinful woman, caressing His feet as
He reclined at table, and protested that had
He been a prophet, He would have
perceived what sort of woman she was who
was thus “clinging to Him”. Luke 7:39.
(David Smith).

Now since He permitted His disciples,
according to Matthew, to touch Him (cf.
John 20:37), what reason had He for
restraining Mary from doing the same?
Calvin says the answer is easy to find so
long as we understand the women were not
repulsed from touching Christ until they
touched Him overmuch. For as far as
removing doubt, He certainly did not forbid
them to touch Him, but when He saw that

they were too much occupied with
embracing His feet, He tempered and
corrected their thoughtless zeal . . .
manifesting as it were their desire to keep
Him in the world.

In the words, “For I am not yet ascended
unto the Father”. Christ showed the purpose
of His resurrection. It was not what they had
imagined, that when He returned to life He
would be as He lived with them before, but
rather that His resurrection would lead to His
ascension. His resurrection took Him to a
new dimension from which He would dwell
with His own by the Holy Spirit Whom the
Father would send.

Having understood the truth of this new
relationship between disciple and Master,
Mary Magdalene with tears of joy was sent
to tell His “brethren”. What a wonderful
relationship between us and our Lord! He is
not only the Risen Saviour to save us from
our sins, but the Ascended Lord to heaven
from where He rules the world now, seated
at the Father’s right hand. “All power is
given unto me, in heaven and in earth” with
His ascension. And because Christ is
ascended on high He occupies such a
vantage position as most efficaciously to
hear and attend to the prayers of His
children. With joy let us also go out to
witness to our Risen and Ascended Saviour,
from where He will soon return to judge the
world.

John 20:19-23

The First Lord’s Day Evening with the
Risen Lord

This passage must be read in conjunction
with Luke 24:13-45. The Risen Saviour had
first appeared to Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:14-
18); second, to the women returning from
the tomb with the angelic message (Mt 28:8-
19); third, to Peter (Lk 24:34); fourth, to the
Emmaus disciples towards evening (Lk
24:13-31). This was the fifth appearance.

What excitement after throbbing
excitement!

From Luke’s account and John’s we see
that the disciples were gathered hush-hush
behind shut doors. There were Mary
Magdalene’s and the women’s report of
Christ’s Appearance early that day. Peter
related his experience how the Lord had
come to assure him of forgiveness. Then
came in the two disciples, running some
seven or eight miles back from Emmaus
and reporting on their travelling
Companion. In the hushed excitement
amidst muffled mouths and open eyes,
suddenly stood Jesus in their midst and
greeted them, “Peace be unto you!” Luke
tells us the disciples were affrighted,
supposing to have seen a Spirit. To prove
Himself, Jesus offered His hands and feet
to be felt, while He ate a piece of broiled
fish and a honeycomb to enhance his
credentials. John who saw the blood and
water flow from His side adds Jesus also
showed His side. This brought joy in the
hearts of the uncertain disciples.

What was more important than proving
His resurrection (now that it was
ascertained) was the great commission to
send them with the salvation message into
all the world. He also gives them the Holy
Spirit and power to forgive sins. The power
to forgive sins is not vested in priest or
pope, but in the preaching of the Gospel,
when blessed by the Holy Spirit. It is not
an executive, but a declarative ministry.
And this ministry is committed not to Peter
alone, as the Roman Catholics claim, but to
all the apostles.

The First Evening of the Resurrection
was the inauguration of a new order for the
Christian Church, who must now spread
the Message to all the world. And that new
order is committed to every Church, old or
young. How much have we carried out this
Commission?
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 29 – Jun 4, 2006)

FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 9.00 am Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be held
at the home of Mr and Mrs Jeffrey Kho Peng Soon
this Fri (Jun 2, 06) at 8 pm. Address: Blk 838
Yishun St. 81, #05-308 Singapore 760838. Tel:
68518067.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having an
Outing to Sentosa this Sat (Jun 3, 06). Please meet
at Harbour Front MRT at 9 am. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang.
Please meet at Blk 412 Saujana Road at 2.30 pm.
For details, please contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at
97932330.
Meditations from Psalms by Rev Timothy Tow is
available at the Book Table. Every member/visitor
is entitled to a copy free of charge.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$7,727; RM50
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Tanzania
Bible College $2,000; Van for Hien’s ministry
$200; Bible Witness Ministry $300; Sembawang
After School Care Ministry (under Henry Tan)
$400; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $300, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$11,327; RM50
Church Building Fund: $1,000 Total:
$455,485.60

Sunday School Offering: $365.00

Verse for the Week: Wealth gotten by vanity
shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by
labour shall increase. Prov. 13:11

Combined True Life YPF and Calvary
Pandan YF Retreat, June 5 - 7, 2006. Theme:
Just a Closer Walk. Speaker: Bro Nelson.
Venue: Calvary Pandan B-P Church. Retreat
Fee: $20. Those interested, please register at
the Book Table after Service.
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi. There will be a
Camp Briefing next Lord’s Day, June 4, 2006
after the Worship Service. All Campers please
note.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 1
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 118
Hymn No. 83
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 295
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Psalm 43
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon O Send Out Thy Light and

Thy Truth
Closing Hymn No. 14
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Mary Magdalene
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life

Church 10.30 am Service, May 21, 06)
Text: Luke 8:1-3

Who was Mary Magdalene? Was she the
secret wife of Jesus or simply His faithful
disciple? There is so much falsehood about Mary
Magdalene today, concocted by liberal
theologians, The Da Vinci Code, and the Gnostic
Gospels, that there needs to be a reverent restudy
of the original and canonical Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John to obtain a true
and full picture of the historical Mary and her
place in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ
when He was on earth.

Mary Magdalene is mentioned 13 times in
the original and canonical Gospels (see Matthew
27:56, 61; 28:1; Mark 15:40, 47; 16:1, 9; Luke
8:2; 24:10; and John 19:25; 20:1, 18). It is
crystal clear in all these verses that the
relationship between Jesus and Mary was not
one of husband and wife but Master and disciple.
Mary Magdalene would have been horrified to

know how she has been scandalously
used to defame her Lord and Saviour.

Jesus the Saviour of Mary the Sinner

Before Mary Magdalene met the
Lord Jesus, she had a terrible past and
led a miserable life, a great sinner
who was possessed by seven demons
(Mark 16:9; Luke 8:2). Jesus had
compassion on her, and cast out all
her demons. She believed on the Lord
who had delivered her. Jesus forgave
her of her many sins. What a great
and wonderful thing the Lord had
done for her. Mary did not forget. She
was deeply grateful to the Lord, and
showed her gratitude by anointing
Jesus with precious and expensive
perfume as recorded in Luke 7:36-50.

If Mary Magdalene were here
today to share her testimony, what
would she tell us? I believe she would
tell us to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ for He is the Son of God and
the only Saviour of the world. Like
Mary we are all born in sin and we sin
every day. We are living in Satan’s
world of lustful temptations and sinful
pride. The Apostle John in 1 John
2:15-16 commands, “Love not the
world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world.” We may not be
actually possessed by demons like
Mary, but if we are obsessed with the

(Cont’d from previous page)

Jesus immediately dismissing the report of the
women as “idle tales.” Surely a Gospel
redactor, if he had wanted to make the
resurrection account credible and believable,
would have written the story quite differently.
He would have made the male disciples the
first ones to witness the resurrection so that the
account would be immediately accepted
without doubt or question.

Was not God foolish to use Mary
Magdalene and the women to be the first
witnesses and reporters of the resurrection of
Christ? Not at all! The Apostle Paul gives the
reason: “Because the foolishness of God is
wiser than men; and the weakness of God is
stronger than men. For ye see your calling,
brethren, how that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called: But God hath chosen the foolish things
of the world to confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty; And
base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things

which are not, to bring to nought things that
are: That no flesh should glory in his
presence” (1 Cor 1:25-29).

Warning against Modernism
All the nonsense spouted by Dan Brown

come from modernist schools like Princeton
Theological Seminary. Can anything good
come out of Princeton? Beware of Princeton
textual critics and Bible revisionists like
Bruce Metzger, Elaine Pagels and Bart
Ehrman! Do you believe these so-called
“scholars”? I rather believe the Sacred
Scriptures that the Lord had fully inspired
and fully preserved to the last word and
name—even Mary Magdalene’s!

Thank God for Mary Magdalene. She
was no high-minded scholar but a humble
and faithful servant of the Lord. Thank God
for all the devout female disciples of the
Lord. God had mightily used such simple
disciples saved by His grace to prove the
truthfulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
the glory of His Holy Name.

If you love the Lord Jesus like Mary
Magdalene, He can use you too, even today!



things of the world, then we are in a sense
possessed by the devil because we have
allowed his ungodly principles and worldly
methods to fill our hearts and minds. The
Lord tells us to do things “by the Good
Book,” but Satan says, “No, go by hook or
by crook.” The world says, “Beg, borrow or
steal” (borrow and don’t pay back). God
says, “Thou shalt not steal” (Exod 20:15).
“Owe no man any thing” (Rom 13:8).
Satan’s formula for success is “Godliness +
Worldliness = Prosperity and Progress.” The
Biblical formula for success is “Godliness +
Contentment = Peace and Profit.”

1 Timothy 6:6-12 says, “But godliness
with contentment is great gain. For we
brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out. And
having food and raiment let us be therewith
content. But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men
in destruction and perdition. For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while
some coveted after, they have erred from the
faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee
these things; and follow after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, whereunto thou art also called,
and hast professed a good profession before
many witnesses.”

Dear friends, be like Mary! Forsake this
world that is full of death, and follow Jesus
Christ who is full of eternal life. Jesus said,
“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John
14:6); “I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10).

Mary a Disciple of Jesus the Christ

Mary Magdalene was an eyewitness to
three significant Gospel events in the life of
Christ, namely, His crucifixion, His burial
and His resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-4).

Mary witnessed the crucifixion of
Christ. In Matthew 27:50-56 we read,
“Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud
voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the
top to the bottom; and the earth did quake,
and the rocks rent; And the graves were
opened; and many bodies of the saints which
slept arose, And came out of the graves after
his resurrection, and went into the holy city,
and appeared unto many. Now when the
centurion, and they that were with him,
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and
those things that were done, they feared
greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of
God. And many women were there
beholding afar off, which followed Jesus
from Galilee, ministering unto him: Among
which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James and Joses, and the mother
of Zebedee’s children.”

Mary witnessed the burial of Christ. In
Matthew 27:57-61 we are told, “When the
even was come, there came a rich man of
Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also
himself was Jesus’ disciple: He went to
Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then
Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.
And when Joseph had taken the body, he
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, And laid it
in his own new tomb, which he had hewn
out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to
the door of the sepulchre, and departed. And
there was Mary Magdalene, and the other
Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.”

Mary witnessed the resurrection of
Christ. In Mark 16:1-10 it is reported, “And
when the sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that
they might come and anoint him. And very
early in the morning the first day of the
week, they came unto the sepulchre at the
rising of the sun. And they said among
themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone
from the door of the sepulchre? And when

they looked, they saw that the stone was
rolled away: for it was very great. And
entering into the sepulchre, they saw a
young man sitting on the right side, clothed
in a long white garment; and they were
affrighted. And he saith unto them, Be not
affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which
was crucified: he is risen; he is not here:
behold the place where they laid him. But go
your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he
goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye
see him, as he said unto you. And they went
out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for
they trembled and were amazed: neither said
they any thing to any man; for they were
afraid. Now when Jesus was risen early the
first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast
seven devils.”

Why did the Lord choose and use Mary
Magdalene and the women to be the first
ones to witness the empty tomb? I believe
the Author of the Holy Scriptures, who is
none other than God Himself, had
anticipated The Da Vinci Code and all such
perverse attacks against His inspired and
preserved words so that His enemies might
be confounded.

The Da Vinci Code and modernist
scholars allege that Jesus was only an
ordinary man and not God at all. Jesus did
not teach all those wonderful things about
the Kingdom of God, nor perform all those
miracles recorded in the Bible. According to
the modernists, all the teachings and
miracles of Jesus were concocted by the
Christians long after Jesus died. Jesus was
no God and not Christ at all; the so-called
“Christians” were the ones who made Jesus
God, and by so doing created a new religion
called “Christianity.” The modernists claim
that the Gnostic Gospels of Thomas, Judas,
Mary Magdalene, etc, were the original and
authentic Gospels that speak of a very
ordinary Jesus who got married and lived
happily ever after.

By God’s special providence, Mary
Magdalene, the very woman used today to
scandalise the Lord Jesus Christ, is the
very woman that refutes the falsehood
and deception of The Da Vinci Code. Mary
was a very privileged disciple of Christ
having witnessed all three events of the
gospel, for the gospel has to do with the
death, burial and resurrection of Christ (1
Cor 15:1-4). None of the Apostles of Jesus
Christ could lay claim to this—although all
saw the resurrected Lord, only John saw the
crucifixion (John 19:26-27), but none saw
His burial. Furthermore, the first to see the
resurrected Lord were not any of the
Apostles but the women (Matt 28:8-10), and
to Mary Magdalene, the Lord made a special
appearance (Mark 16:9-11).

Why Mary Magdalene? God in His
foreknowledge knew how Mary would be
used to scandalise the Lord Jesus Christ. So
God, in His infinite wisdom, gave the
privilege of firsthand knowledge of the
resurrection of Christ to Mary and the other
women. By divine inspiration, the Apostles
recorded infallibly and inerrantly what Mary
and the women had seen and heard in order
to prove that the words and reports of the
Canonical Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John) were the true and genuine
accounts of the life of Christ. You see, in
those days, the womenfolk were generally
despised and downtrodden; they were
perceived as gossipers and talebearers. Thus
any saying or report that came from the lips
of a woman could not be considered
trustworthy. Now, if the Canonical Gospels
were indeed cleverly concocted or humanly
engineered accounts of the life of Christ, the
redactors or editors would surely have used
the male disciples and not the women
disciples to become the first reporters of the
resurrection of Christ, for a female report
was next to useless. In Luke 24:11, we find
even Peter and the rest of the disciples of

(Cont’d on back page)
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 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
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(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jun 5 – 11, 2006) 

MON – WED YPF Retreat 
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship 
 7.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  10.30 am    Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study   
Combined True Life YPF and Calvary 
Pandan YF Retreat will be held from Mon to 
Wed (June 5 – 7, 06) at Calvary Pandan B-P 
Church. Theme: Just a Closer Walk. Speaker: 
Bro Nelson. For details, please contact Herbert at 
94377715.  
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
Combined Meeting with Truth BPC YF this Sat 
(Jun 10, 06). Time: 7 pm. Venue: Calvary Pandan 
B-P Church, Level 3, Room 03-08. Message: 
“Who Shall Stand at the Last?” by Bro Nelson. 
For those requiring transport, please meet at 
FEBC at 6.15 pm. All are welcome. For 
enquiries, please contact Herbert at 94377715.  
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76 
Room 12.  
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $8,018 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Tanzania 
Bible College $2,500; Van for Hien’s Ministry 
$100; Wendy Teng $200, $100; FEBC $1,000 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$12,118 
Church Building Fund: $500, $200 Total: 
$456,185.60 
Sunday School Offering: $396.00 
Verse for the Week: Hope deferred maketh 
the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is 
a tree of life. Prov. 13:12 
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed (Jun 7, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, 
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Program: 
Bible Study on Esther by Bro Nelson. All are 
welcome. For enquiries, please contact Judith 
at 96729973. 
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the 
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat
(Jun 10, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835 
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Program: Bible 
Study on Hebrews by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For 
details, please contact William Teo at 
91831150.  
There will be a Camp Briefing immediately 
after the Worship Service today. All Campers 
please stay for the briefing.  

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Opening Hymn No. 226                                 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.  139     
Hymn No. 247  
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 359 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Scripture Text James 4:7 
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Sermon                             Ghosts and Demons 
   (Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn  No. 339   
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

Pastor’s Commendation 
I have been requested to write on coming 

Church Camp June 12–16, 2006 at Bukit Tinggi, 
Malaysia. I am well pleased to commend it to 
our campers. 

There will be a Camp Briefing today after the 
Worship Service. All campers please take note. 

The first thing I’m happy about is the subject. 
Christ is soon coming! What a warning to us 
sleepy ones. 

The second thing is the speakers. Rev 
Stephen Khoo and Rev Errol Stone will speak 
vitally so we will not miss the point. When Jesus 
comes will we follow Him to Heaven or not you 
must make sure yourself. So must I. 

Your affectionate pastor
T. T.

*************** 
Letter from Rev Dr Mark Kim of BCEA 

Dear Co-labourers in the Lord, 
Greetings from Nairobi in His most precious 

Name. I pray and trust that this letter
finds you well in the Lord. 

The ministry of the Bible
College of East Africa (BCEA)
continues in His grace. 

Praise the Lord for the 35th

graduation of BCEA, which took
place on February 4 and produced 29
servants of God who have left for
ministries in Kenya, Tanzania,
Ethiopia, and the Congo. Over a
thousand were in attendance, with the
overflow outnumbering those who
could witness this blessed occasion in
Glory Hall, our main chapel. We
thank God for these soldiers of Christ,
equipped with a firm belief and
confidence in His preserved Word.  It
is our prayer that the graduates will be
used as effective instruments of
God. Join us in prayer for 24 new
students (15 Kenyans, 4 Congolese,
1 Sudanese, 1 Tanzanian, 1 Ethiopian,
1 Rwandan, and 1 Burundian) who
enrolled at the start of this academic
year in January. May all remain
diligent in the study of His Word, to
be equipped as faithful servants.   

We praise God for the service of
Brother Richard Tiu, a graduate of
FEBC, whom many of you know and
are praying for. He has been serving
as visiting lecturer since January. His
dedication and firm stand on the
Word of God have been a blessing to
the students and faculty alike. We
hope and pray that the Lord will guide
him back for a long term of service. 

 
 
d 

BCEA-Tanzania (Dining Hall under construction) 



 Preparations for the opening of
BCEA-Tanzania are ongoing. 

It has been years since you
have shared our burdens and prayers for
the ministry of BCEA-Tanzania. God
willing, the College will finally commence
classes at the end of August. The
sacrificial support of True Life enabled the
construction and completion of the very
first building project (main administration
building), as well as ongoing projects. This
ministry covets your continued and fervent
prayers, for the Lord’s guidance and
wisdom during this important preparation
phase. Three buildings (chapel, dining hall,
guest house) are currently under
simultaneous construction.  Please be in
prayer for the construction of buildings,
and more importantly, that He will send
faithful students as well as dedicated and
capable teachers of His Word. Enclosed
here are some pictures of the current
construction. Praise God with us for this
beautiful campus! 

The rains have come after a long
period of severe drought. 

The rainy season has finally begun after a
long wait. Problems of food shortage and
inflation will continue, however, until the
current rains produce harvest in later
months.  Surely God is the only One who
can mend this “national disaster” declared
by the president.  During my Book of Acts
class, I recently had a chance to discuss the
concept of “prayer and fasting.” A big shock
to all came when an Ethiopian student asked,
“How does fasting have meaning, when
most days go by without any food?” My
plain reply was to explain the distinction
between “praying and not eating, while there
is food” and “desiring to eat but not having
food,” to a student who could not have been
unaware of the difference between fasting
and starving. The physical needs of this
nation are great, and we must also pray for
the spiritual needs of God’s people here. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers,
which enable us to press on. True Life
remains in our thoughts and prayers. God
bless. 
In the Bond of Christ, 
K. Kim 

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 
Chapter XX 

John 20:24-31 
The Second Lord’s Day with Thomas 
Why Thomas was not present with the

others on the first Lord’s Day evening we are
not told. But his reaction to the resurrection
reports is told in no uncertain terms. Thomas
doubted. Thomas preached his doctrine,
“Seeing is believing, and touching is doubly
believing.” His faith, inexperienced faith,
under such doubting, was smothered. Calvin
says such obstinacy of not taking the other
apostles at their word is evidence that this
wickedness is innate in almost all men. Are
you of the doubting type? Very intellectual?
That will be assessed in the light of what the
Risen Christ says later on. 

To help Thomas out of this unbelief,
Christ came the second Lord’s Day. He
accommodates Himself many a time to our
human stupidity. What saving feature
Thomas manifested was that when His Lord
and His God appeared there was no more
argument. Immediately, he must have fallen
on his knees to kow-tow to the One who is
forever acknowledged as His Saviour. Let
there be no more doubt in your heart, you

who have followed in Thomas’ tradition! 
Out of Thomas’ unbelief is drawn a great

principle for our learning and benediction. It
is ordinary blessing to believe after seeing.
It is extraordinary blessing to believe
without seeing. Thus we who have not seen
the Lord with eyes of flesh but have
believed are no less, yea more, blessed than
those who have seen. For to take Him at His
Word, we do Him double honour, and
receive a corresponding benediction. O
Lord, grant us more faith, to believe in
Thyself and in Thy Almighty Power. With
Thee nothing is impossible. Let’s hear again
Peter’s blessing to Christians under trial but
who stand steadfast because they are
trusting in a living Saviour: “Whom having
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye
see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory” (I Pet
1:8). 

As to doubting Thomas, he became
Thomas the Doughty, Apostle to India.
According to tradition, he established seven
churches in South India and was martyred
near Madras.  Another tradition said he went
even to China. The great numbers of
Thomas Christians in India substantiate the
tradition. 
 

 
BCEA-Tanzania  

(The Chapel under construction) 

 
BCEA-Tanzania (Guest House under construction) 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jun 12 – 18, 2006) 

MON – FRI Bible Camp at Bukit Tinggi 
FRI 8.00 pm  No Prayer Meeting 
SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  10.30 am   Worship (Rev Errol Stone) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study   
Bible Camp June 12 – 16, 2006 at Colmar 
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi, K. L. All Campers 
taking coach please assemble tomorrow 
morning at the following address at 7 am: 
Konsortium Express Pte Ltd 
6001 Beach Road 
#01-52B Golden Mile Tower  
(Building beside St John’s HQ, opposite 
Kampong Glam CC) 
In view of Bible Camp, there will be no 
Prayer Meeting and Young People’s 
Fellowship Meeting this week.  
Next Quarter RPG, Jul – Sep 06 available at 
the Book Table. Please help yourself to a copy. 
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76 
Room 12.  
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$7,296; THB1 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $125; 
Rev Ronny Khoo $100; Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) 
$100; Van for Hien’s Ministry $500; After 
School Care Ministry (under Henry Tan) $200; 
Wendy Teng $100  
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$8,621; THB1 
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $400, $202, 
$100, $50 Total: $457,937.60 
Sunday School Offering: $369.50 
Verse for the Week: Whoso despiseth the 
word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the 
commandment shall be rewarded. Prov. 13:13 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I 
John, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome. 
The Sunday School Lessons are taped and 
available for free download at our website at 
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio 
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn 
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA 
crew. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No.    20                                 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.   110    
Psalm No.  235 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No.  390 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text Matt 16:13-16 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo 
Sermon                             Who do you think Jesus 

   Christ is? 
   (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
Closing Hymn  No.  559 
  (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo 

Ghosts and Demons 
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life 

Church 10.30 am Service, June 4, 06) 

Text: James 4:7 
The realm of the unseen fascinates many. 

Books and movies on ghosts and demons often sell 
very well. My little daughter recently asked me, 
“What are ghosts?” “Do they exist?” “Are they 
able to harm us?”  These are good questions, and I 
would like to answer these questions in the light of 
the Bible. 

What is a ghost? According to the Reader’s 
Digest Universal Dictionary, a ghost is “The spirit 
of a dead person, supposed to haunt living persons 
or former habitats.” Based on this dictionary 
meaning, we need to raise a number of questions: 
“Is a ghost really the spirit of a dead person?” “Can 
the souls or spirits of the dead return to 
communicate with or haunt the living?” “Are there 
such things as haunted houses?”   

“Ghosts” are Not Human Spirits 
Which Return to Haunt the Living 

The word “ghost” occurs a total of
108 times in the Bible, and is used in
two ways: It is used with reference to
(1) the 3rd Person of the Holy Trinity—
the Holy Ghost, (2) the soul or spirit of
a human being who has just passed on,
as in “he gave up the ghost, and died”
(Gen 25:17, Job 3:11, Lam 1:19, Mark
15:37, 39, Acts 5:5, 12:23). 

Insofar as “ghost sightings” are
concerned, we have a couple of them in
the Gospels. In Matthew 14:26, we
read, “And when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were troubled,
saying, It is a spirit (ie, a ghost); and
they cried out for fear.” The Greek
word here is not the usual psuche (soul)
or pneuma (spirit) but phantasma
(phantom, spectre, apparition). The
miracle of Jesus walking on water led
the disciples to think that they had seen
a ghost. Jesus immediately identified
Himself to His disciples and assured
them that they had not seen a ghost
(Matt 14:27). 

The other occasion was Jesus’ post-
resurrection appearance to His disciples
in a locked room. In Luke 24:36-37, we
read, “And as they thus spake, Jesus
himself stood in the midst of them, and
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But
they were terrified and affrighted, and
supposed that they had seen a spirit.”
The word “spirit” here is the word
pneuma which often refers to the soul
or the immaterial part of man. By using
the word pneuma (spirit) and not the
word phantasm (ghost), Jesus meant to
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 tell His disciples that He was not a
disembodied spirit, but “flesh and bones.” In
verse 39, He assured them, “Behold my hands
and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see me have.” Jesus was no ghost, but physical
and tangible in His glorified or resurrected
body.  

Now the question we want to ask is: What
happens to the soul or the spirit of a man
when he dies? Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us what
happens to a man when he dies, “Then shall
the dust return to the earth as it was: and the
spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” For
believers, the spirit immediately goes to
heaven. 2 Corinthians 5:8 says, “We are
confident, I say, and willing rather to be
absent from the body, and to be present with
the Lord.” For unbelievers, the spirit
immediately goes to hell. Jesus told the story
of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16.
Lazarus the beggar died and went straight to
heaven, but the rich man, an unbeliever, went
straight to hell. Luke 16:22-23 tells us, “the
rich man also died, and was buried; And in
hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments.” It is
clear from these passages that the dead are not
restless or hungry spirits, roaming the earth as
ghosts, but are in heaven or in hell in their
bodiless state. 

The Bible teaches that the souls or spirits
of the dead are in a bodiless state until the
resurrection. Jesus taught this in John 5:28-29,
“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in
the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice, And shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection
of damnation.” When Christ comes back to
judge the world, the souls of the dead will be
reunited with their resurrected bodies—the
resurrected believers will inhabit the New
Jerusalem and will be rewarded for their
service at the Judgement Seat of Christ
(2 Cor 5:8-10, Rev 20:6). The resurrected
unbelievers, on the other hand, will stand
before the Judgement of the Great White
Throne to be judged for their sins and be cast
into the Lake of Fire forever (Rev 20:11-14). 

“Ghosts” are Demonic Spirits Which Seek 
to Deceive the Living  

If ghosts are not the souls or the spirits of
the departed dead returning to haunt the
living, then how do we explain ghost
sightings and haunted houses?  

Now, it was a common misconception in
ancient times as it is today that the spirits of
the dead could appear or speak to the living.
Can the spirits of those who have passed
away return to haunt or speak to those who
are still alive? The answer is No. When Jesus
showed Himself to His disciples and spoke to
them, He did so in His flesh. In the Old
Testament, God clearly forbade His people to
consult the spirits. Leviticus 20:6 warns,
“And the soul that turneth after such as have
familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a
whoring after them, I will even set my face
against that soul, and will cut him off from
among his people.” Deuteronomy 18:10-11
also warns, “There shall not be found among
you any one … that useth divination, or an
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a
witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a
necromancer (ie, a medium who consults
with the spirits of the dead to tell a person’s
future or fortune).”  

Stay away from necromancers and
fortune tellers! Evil spirits are working in and
through such people who delve into the
occult and who practise witchcraft and
sorcery. If we want to know the will of God
for our lives, and to know what the future
holds for us, we go to “a more sure word of
prophecy” (2 Pet 1:19, “We have also a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day star arise in your hearts.”) which is none
other than the 100% inspired and 100%
preserved words of the Holy Scriptures (1 Pet
1:25, “Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”)
which reveal the will of God for man and the
future of the world.  

If ghosts are not the returning or roaming
spirits of people who have passed away, then
what are they? They are the demons—evil
spirits that are out to deceive people and
destroy their lives. The Bible describes them as
“unclean spirits” (Matt 10:1, Acts 5:16, Rev
16:13). They are “unclean” because they are
evil and wicked, sinful and unholy. These
unclean spirits can take possession of a place
or a body (Matt 12:43, Mark 5:8-13). This
explains haunted houses and demon-possessed
people. 

Can Christians be possessed by demons?  
Absolutely not! This is because we are

already possessed by the Third Person of the
Blessed Trinity—the Holy Ghost. All who
have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as
Saviour, and are born again, have the Spirit of
God dwelling within them. Romans 8:9 says,
“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if
so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his.” And if we belong to Christ and
are indwelt by the Spirit then the devil cannot
own us and his demons cannot possess us. The
Apostle John in 1 John 4:4 assures us, “Ye are
of God, little children, and have overcome
them: because greater is he (ie, Holy Spirit)
that is in you, than he (ie, the devil) that is in
the world.” So do not be afraid of the devil and
his demons. They cannot touch us because we
are God’s children. They will try to tempt us to
do evil, but we can defeat them easily. How?
James tells us how, “Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist (Gk ‘antistete,’ lit
‘stand against’) the devil and he will flee from
you” (Jas 4:7). 

To illustrate this point, let me tell you a
Chinese ghost story taken from pastor’s
Counselling Recipes, pages 95-6: 

A Chinese Ghost Story  
Friendly and jovial Mr Chen Zaiheng was

a fellow clansman who was over sixty years
old. One night, while walking along a road in
the wilderness, he saw two people carrying a
lantern walking in front of him. He walked up
to them, hoping to light his pipe, but no matter
how hard he tried, the pipe could not be lit. 

One of them asked him: “Have you passed
the first ‘seven days’?” Mr Chen felt the
question very strange and casually replied:
“No.” That person exclaimed: “That’s right!
Your life spirit has not completely vanished
and hence cannot light this ghost fire.” 

Only then did Mr Chen realise the pair
were ghosts and deliberately asked:
“Everyone on earth said people are afraid of
ghosts, is this true?” One of the ghosts
replied: “It is not true. Ghosts are afraid of
people.” 

Mr Chen then asked: “What’s there to be
afraid of?” “That they will spit on us,” came
the reply. Mr Chen took a deep breath and
spat at the ghosts, who retreated three steps,
opened wide their eyes and said angrily:
“Aren’t you a ghost too?” 

Mr Chen laughed and said: “In fact, I’m a
human being who is quite near to becoming a
ghost!” He spat at the ghosts again, and the
ghosts’ bodies were reduced by half. When he
spat the third time, they vanished. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, resist or stand
against the devil (do not succumb to him, do
not make a pact with him) and he will become
smaller and smaller, weaker and weaker, and
finally disappear.  

How about haunted houses? I know of a
church which bought a haunted house for a
song. When the church moved in, the ghosts
moved out, lari kuat-kuat, in double quick
time. Darkness cannot fight against the Light.
Once the light is turned on, the darkness
disappears.   

We have victory over our physical and
spiritual enemies when we have Jesus
Christ—the Light of the world—in our lives.
Jesus says in John 8:12, “I am the light of the
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Are
you afraid of the dark? Are you afraid of
death? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
you will not only have God’s Perfect and
Powerful Light that dispels all darkness, you
will also have abundant and eternal life that
will never end. Amen.  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jun 19 – 25, 2006)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

FRI – SAT Combined Youth Conference
SAT 5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Combined Youth Conference, Jun 23 & 24, 06.
Theme: Pressing on Together: Will We Defend

Our Faith?
Time: 8.30 am – 5 pm (Fri), 9 am – 9 pm (Sat)
Venue: Calvary Pandan B-P Church
Speakers: Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Bro Dennis Kwok

Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Jun 24, 06) at 5.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Lam Pin Juh’s home at 57 Hillview
Avenue, #06-01 Hillington Green, Singapore
669568. Program: Bible Study on Habakkuk by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please contact
Edward at 93887328.

Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $6,936
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Tanzania
Bible College $3,000, $200; Gethsemane B-P
Church of Ethiopia $1,000; Gethsemane BPC
Literature & Media Ministry $50; Rev Errol
Stone $300; Rev Ronny Khoo $300; Van for
Hien’s ministry $500; Henry Tan’s ministry
$200; FCM $50; FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC
Student $50; Elibariki (FEBC) $50; Barnabas
Yap & family $50; Wendy Teng $100, $50;
FEBC $1,000, $300, $250, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$15,019
Church Building Fund: $500 Total:
$458,437.60

Sunday School Offering: $243.00

Verse for the Week: The law of the wise is a
fountain of life, to depart from the snares of
death. Prov. 13:14

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
John, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
The Sunday School Lessons are taped and
available for free download at our website at
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon
(Jun 25, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details,
please contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 86
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 84
Psalm No. 169
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 27
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Special Number Deborah & Judith
Scripture Text I Chron 12:32-33
Pastoral Prayer Rev Errol Stone
Sermon Men Of Courage
Closing Hymn No. 444
Benediction Rev Errol Stone

In Lieu of Pastoral Chat

Since Rev Errol Stone and Hien Nguyen our
missionary from Brisbane are here, I shall let them
express their sentiments for the campers.

*****
THE BLESSINGS OF

A MISSION MINDED CHURCH

The blessings of the Bible Camp at Colmar
Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi (Malaysia) 12th-16th June
were many. The surroundings were a beautiful
presentation of God’s creation and as the birds and
animals broke the silence of the morning, we were
greeted by the sun rising over the mountains. We
were treated to the Word of God in its perfection,
being encouraged to apply the truth of God’s
Word, challenged and encouraged in our daily lives
towards missions (Matt. 24:14), by the Camp
speaker Rev. Stephen Khoo from Bethel Bible-
Presbyterian Church–Melbourne. The Camp theme
being “Accelerated Missions Hastens to Bring in
Christ’s Kingdom,” was a reminder to us to give
willingly and ungrudgingly of both our finances

and our time as God has given freely
unto us. I am thankful for being given
the privilege of sharing the devotions
“Eternal Values in the End Times” (1
John 1:5-7), which complimented the
theme.

It was a blessing to have our beloved
Pastor of True Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church and Principal of the Far Eastern
Bible College, Rev. Dr. Timothy Tow,
travel with us and fellowship with us. In
“A Word From Pastor,” Rev. Dr.
Timothy Tow reminded us of the soon
coming of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, saying “The first thing I’m happy
about is the subject. Christ is soon
coming! What a warning to us sleepy
ones.” Secondly “The speakers will
speak vitally so we will not miss the
point. When Jesus comes will we follow
Him to Heaven or not, you must make
sure yourself.”

Praise God also for the complete
Camp Committee and their families and
others who supported them, for their
labours of love.

Camp guests including Dn. Harold
and Georgina Watkins (Faith
Presbyterian Church-Perth), Missionary
Hien (Brisbane-Australia) and others
expressed their blessing of being at the
Bible Camp. The F.E.B.C. students from
numerous countries with us, and the first
from Sierre Leone, is evidence of the
mission mindedness of the Church. All
students and alumni were likewise
blessed and ever grateful to the Lord for
the ministry of True Life as the Mother
Church of the Bible College. Let us be
reminded of the hundreds of thousands

True Life BPC’s Bible Camp at Colmar Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi
June 12 –16, 2006



of lives that have been influenced by God’s
Word and God’s Work through the ministry of
the F.E.B.C.

It was a blessing to see many families at
the Camp and the blessing of parents seeing
the salvation of their children, “But Jesus said,
Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to
come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of
heaven” (Matt. 19:14). Praise God also for
the manner in which we see many bringing up
their children in the fear and admonition of the
Lord. “Train up a child in the way he should
go: and when he is old, he will not depart from
it” (Prov. 22:6) for these are our future
leaders, missionaries and Pastors. Praise God
for the Sunday School ministry and for the
leaders and all involved in the Children’s
ministry at the Bible Camp.

It was so encouraging also to see the
families showing love, care and compassion
one to another as Christians are to have
compassion (1 Pet. 3:8; 1 John 3:17; Jude
22). It was also a blessing and a challenge to
view the film Pamela’s Prayer which touched
many as they were reminded of the sanctity of
marriage.

All glory to God for the blessing of the
musicians who played the songs and hymns
which challenged us throughout the Camp in a
meaningful way. The Word of God says, “Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord” (Col. 3:16).

Both Robyn and myself were personally
greatly blessed by the like-mindedness of the
brethren and the fellowship with the brethren,
some of whom we had not met before and
many we have known since 1994.

Giving thanks for safety should never be
taken for granted (Psalm 121).

The Camp master’s message was fulfilled
as the Bible Camp was a blessed time of
spiritual feasting on the Word of God,
fellowship with one another, refreshment and
rejuvenation for our souls. New friends were
made, old relationships were renewed as was

the time of getting to know each other better.
How we from Faith Presbyterian Church-Perth
were blessed and greatly encouraged by the
Bible Camp and also by the spiritual
encouragement and prayer support from True
Life Bible-Presbyterian Church.

In His Service, Rev. Errol D. Stone
(Faith Presbyterian Church-Perth)

edstone@space.net.au
***************

We do thank God for this year’s church
camp at Colmar Tropicale, up in the hills of
Bukit Tinggi for a blessed time of listening
God’s Word and having fellowship with one
another. Praise the Lord!

We are very glad and thankful to the Lord
to have our dearly beloved Pastor Rev Timothy
Tow in our midst with two speakers, Rev
Stephen Khoo and Rev Errol Stone, who spoke
on the themes “Accelerated Missions Hastens
to Bring in Christ’s Kingdom,” and “Eternal
Values in the End Times.”

Rev Stephen Khoo challenged us with very
relevant and edifying messages: (1) See the
World as God Sees it (Matt 9:35-36, 28:18-20;
Acts 1:8): Our church must be a Vision
Church. Like our Lord Jesus, seeing the
multitudes, we should be moved with
compassion, going about preaching, teaching
and caring the needy in this world of darkness
and sins; (2) Be Overwhelmed about Missions
or Catching God’s Heartbeats (Eph 4:4-16):
Our God is a missionary God, so our church
must be a Mission church; (3) Be Driven to
Our Knees as a People of Prayer (Matt 9:35-
38): Our church must be a praying church,
praying fervently, specifically according to
God’s will with faith and trust in our mighty
God; (4) Create a Supportive Mission Base in
the Church (Rom 12:1-13): All members of
our church must be involved in the Mission
work. God grants each of us different talents
and expects us to serve Him faithfully; (5)
Give Financially to World-Wide Missions
(Matt 6:19-34; 2 Cor 9): Our God is a generous
God and He loves cheerful givers. We never
out-give God and if we sow sparingly we shall
reap also sparingly: one seed, one tree. God is
able to make all grace abound toward us as we

faithfully honour the Lord with our substance
and increase (Prov 3:9); and (6) Choose to
Live and Set Our Personal Priorities (2 Cor
5:17-21): We only have one life to invest. As a
lad’s five barley loaves and two small fishes
were multiplied in our Lord Jesus’ hands, our
lives will be a blessing to others in Jesus’
hands.

At our morning devotion time, Rev Errol
Stone also challenged us with the edifying
messages: (1) Eternal Light (1 John 1:5-7): As
our God is the Source of Light, our lives must
reflect and shine forth His light in this world of
sin and darkness. We are to be born again and
walking in the Light; (2) Future Promises (2
Cor 5:1): Thank God that we have precious
promises for our future: a resurrected body, a
glorious body and future rewards; (3) End
Time Service (James 1:22): We are to press on,
reflecting upon our service, advancing our
service and renewing our zeal for service; and
(4) Eternal Blessings (Rev 21:1-8): We are
looking forward to a blessed joy, a blessed
hope and a blessed fellowship with our Lord in
Heaven, where no tears, no sins, no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nor pain
shall be there.

– Hien Nguyen from Brisbane
***************

Meditations from Psalms
by Pastor Tow

PSALM 1

ONLY TWO WAYS
In this jet age, it is possible not only to fly

from one country to another in a matter of hours,
but also by many alternative routes. To fly from
Singapore to New York, you can go West or East
and have a choice of twenty airlines. There are so
many routes. There are so many ways.

In the eyes of God, there are only two ways in
man’s goings. The Psalmist has discovered this.
It is such an important issue in life that he must
tell us on the opening page of this Divine poetry
book.

The two ways are: 1. The way of the godly
that leads to heaven. 2. The way of the ungodly
that leads to hell (v. 6). In the conclusion of the
Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7) Jesus confirms
what the Psalmist has said. He says, “Enter ye in

at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: because strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it” (Matt. 7:13,
14). Reader, on which way are you?

At the end of life’s journey, v. 5 tells of a
judgment day when every soul must appear
before God. The ungodly will be pronounced
guilty and sent downwards. The godly will be
happily acquitted and sent upwards. Which
verdict will you hear for yourself?

In this earthly life also there is a great
difference between the two. The man who
follows God and keeps himself from bad
company, who reads the Bible and meditates on
its teachings, morning and evening, grows sturdy
like a tree planted by some waterway. He draws
his strength daily from God’s Word and leads a
prosperous life, luxuriant in good works that
glorify God and benefit men. Is that not seen in
the life of the Psalmist himself, even King
David?

As to the ungodly, the man who plots evil and
holds on to his unrighteous gains, we see how he
must come to ruin. He is like the husks of grain,
blown away by the wind in the winnowing
process. The sad ending of David’s enemies, for
example, Ahithophel and Joab, is like this. There
is not only a dead end in the judgment to come,
but also a sad end in the way he goes from now.
______________________________________

Special at S$5 each for 3 copies and above
(Usual Price: S$10 per copy)

Available at FEBC Bookroom
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jun 26 – Jul 2, 2006)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Jul 1, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “God’s Peculiar People” by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 415 Saujana Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai Mern
Yee at 97932330.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$12,805; AUD100; RM100
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $120;
Hien (Brisbane) $150; Van for Hien’s Ministry
$1,000; Well for Africa (Philip Lagat) $50; Byju
Samuel (FEBC) $50; Nelson Were (FEBC)
$100; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $200, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$14,875; AUD100; RM100
Church Building Fund: $1,000, $200 Total:
$459,637.60

Sunday School Offering: $391.00

Verse for the Week: Good understanding giveth
favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.
Prov. 13:15

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mrs Quek Siok Eng on Jul
7, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: 58 Watten Drive,
Singapore 287693. Tel: 64667130.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 21
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 284
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Mark 4:35-41
Sermon With Jesus Through the

Storms of Life
(Rev Tan Kian Sing)

Closing Hymn No. 329
Benediction Rev Tan Kian Sing

Testimonies of Bible Camp at
Colmar Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi,

June 12-16, 2006

While many who attended the first two True
Life Bible Camps still yearned for the tranquil
shores and old world charm of Mersing, but,
variety being the spice of life, this year saw our
beloved Pastor Tow and 160 campers, a quarter of
whom were children, head up for the tree-studded
hills of the Bukit Tinggi Resort.

Setting out at 7.30 am on June 12, Monday
morning, a convoy of six coaches cruised along the
North-South Highway and, borne by God’s journey
mercies, arrived safely at our destination at about
4 pm. Though quite worn out, we were humbled by
Pastor Tow’s shining testimony as he endured the
long trip without murmur nor complaint; it was our
privilege to have him lead us by example. Wowed
by the cobblestone courtyard at the French-themed
resort and refreshed by the clear mountain air, we
disembarked and proceeded to check into our
rooms.

The first taste of what was to be
consistently sumptuous fare throughout
the camp was sampled at dinnertime at
6 pm. A vast array of delectable food
whetted the appetites of all as we ate
with relish amid hearty fellowship with
one another over the dinner tables.

Then followed at 7.30 pm the first of
two series of powerful messages by two
fearless men of God, namely Rev
Stephen Khoo and Rev Errol Stone who
preached on the themes “Accelerated
Missions Hastens to Bring in Christ’s
Kingdom” and “Eternal Values in the
End Times” respectively. This double
blessing from the Lord was poured out
on the campers daily, in the mornings
and evenings.

Rev Khoo challenged True Lifers to
be faithful missionaries for God, both
individually and as a church. We were
exhorted to be a people of prayer, and
give of our substance and time to
missions, for “The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few;
pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that He will send forth labourers
into His harvest” Matt 9:37, 38.

Rev Stone pointed us to the kingdom
of heaven, reminding us that we are now
living in the last of the last days, and
how we must zealously serve Jesus till
He comes again. We were charged to
“walk in the light, as He is in the light”
1 Jn 1:7, and thus reflect His light before
men, “that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven” Matt 5:16.

As God spoke through His servants,
we were filled and satisfied by such an

It had been a wonderful time attending the
Bible camp. The children’s programme was
packed with exciting activities.

During the morning Bible lessons, Auntie
Jenny taught us not to be selfish, but to be
generous. In the night, Auntie Robyn and Auntie
Georgina would come and tell us about Christian
missionaries. We learnt about William Carey and
Mary Slessor. They were all very courageous.

On Tuesday afternoon, I went to the Rabbit
Park. The rabbits were all extremely adorable. I
loved the black rabbits with white patches on
them. I also went to the archery for shooting.

During games time, Auntie Pollyanna played
with us the hearing game, tasting game and the
books in the Bible. We went to the bowling alley
the following day. I did not want to bowl. I swam
instead.

The next day, I went to the painting shop and
painted a plaque with the word ‘LOVE’ and did a

bear figurine too. Many of us enjoyed ourselves
at the painting shop.

The children’s messages have ministered to
my heart and we have learnt not to be selfish
but to be generous. It is more blessed to give
than to receive. When I grow up, I want to be a
missionary. I hope to work for God in the
future. – Phoebe Tay (10 years old)

*****
During the church camp, I learnt many

good values of God and how to use them in our
daily lives. We made the wordless book to
share with our friends about Jesus dying for our
sins. I also enjoyed visiting the Botanical and
Japanese Gardens, Rabbit Park, bowling,
archery and playing many fun games. I liked
this church camp very much and hope to join
the church camp again next year.

– Belle Tan (10 years old)



abundant and rich spiritual banquet of God’s
holy truths. Many were moved and edified and
shared their thanksgivings and testimonies on
the last evening of camp. All praise and glory
be to the Lord!

Jesus says, “Suffer little children, and
forbid them not, to come unto Me: for of such
is the kingdom of heaven” Matt 19:14. We
thank God for all the 43 dear children who
were taught Bible lessons and missionary
stories during the camp. A few young souls
were touched by the messages and wanted to
make sure of their salvation. Praise God for
providing all the helpers involved in the
children’s program as they laboured to teach
and train the little ones in the fear of the Lord.

A session of prayer and an edifying film
show were held on two nights, and these, too,
brought much spiritual blessing and benefit to
campers. Our physical bodies were also
refreshed and recharged as we enjoyed
recreational time in the afternoons with
activities such as swimming, football, bowling,
cuddling rabbits and strolling in the lush
gardens.

All too soon, Friday had arrived, and after
the last morning devotion, we checked out and
boarded the waiting coaches bound for home,
sweet home. The Lord granted us journey
mercies and we reached Singapore safely by
evening. We pray for those among us who had
taken ill or suffered mishaps, that the Great
Physician, our Lord Jesus Christ, will heal
them according to His will. May we not forget
nor let slip all the precious spiritual truths that
we have imbibed during this camp, for our

Lord’s coming is near. With eternity’s values
in view, may we engage in and support
accelerated missions to hasten Jesus’ soon
return! Amen. – Tai Mei Lan

*****
Praise God for His goodness to us and His

leading hand in bringing us safely back from a
blessed Church Camp at Colmar Tropicale,
Bukit Tinggi, Malaysia. Indeed it was a much
needed time for spiritual and physical
refreshment.

We praise the Lord for your beloved
Pastor, Rev T. Tow, Session of True Life and
the Camp Committee for making the Camp run
smoothly. Surely, the Lord will bless your
labour of love toward him. Thank God for the
warm Christian fellowship with like-minded
brethren. Praise God for your camp speakers
from Australia. Please remember them in
prayer as they labour ‘down under’. A timely
reminder to us all to be “doers of the word and
not hearers only, deceiving our own selves”,
remembering God sees and knows all things.
Nothing is hidden from His sight. Are we
prepared to give of our time, talents and tithes
to him? Which is such a small price to pay for
what He has done for us. Prayerfully, we can
all press on with eternity’s values in view and
render our service unto the Lord, walk worthy
in His sight, fight the good fight and receive
our rewards in heaven. Despite the many trials,
difficulties and challenges in our Christian life,
may we look to God and not men for our
answers, trust in Him and press on for our
rewards are in heaven. May the Lord
strengthen us daily. “Trust in the LORD with

all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths” (Prov 3:5-
6).

Praise God for the Children’s Ministry and
the salvation of souls at camp. May the Lord
bless and keep these precious lives as they
venture into the world. Praise God for the
opportunity of sharing with the children. And
may the Lord continue to strengthen and bless
the teachers who minister to them, equipping
them in the Lord to stand firm for Him in the
future as tomorrow’s adults (Matt 18:10, 11).
Please continue to pray one for another until
we meet again. – Robyn Stone

*****
“As for God, his way is perfect: the word

of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all
those that trust in him. It is God that girdeth
me with strength, and maketh my way
perfect.” Ps 18:30, 32. Surely the Lord goes
before us and prepares the way. I praise Him
for His mercy and blessings in enabling us to
join you all for camp and for the opportunities
afforded to enjoy: loving fellowship with like-
minded brethren and sisters, sound exposition
of God’s infallible word, and to play a small
part in the Children’s ministry. There is joy in
serving Jesus. Harold and I thank God for each
one of you for the love shown to us. We pray
for you as you serve God faithfully with joy in
your hearts. May you remain steadfast in the
truth in these dark days. Encourage one
another, your dear Pastor Rev Timothy Tow
and the Session as they shine forth the gospel
light in Singapore and beyond. Till we meet
again. II Peter 3:18. – Georgina Watkins

Church camp is a time of spiritual retreat
for me to isolate myself from all worldly cares
and burdens, removed from all distractions to
intensify my searching and knowledge of God.
Just like when we regularly attend prayer
meetings, FEBC classes, Sunday School or
fellowship meetings, the intense studying of
God’s word during a Church Camp brings me
closer to God. When I am near God spiritually,
I become more God-centred in my daily life
and service. I become more sensitive and more
aware of God’s will for me on this earth. My
walk with God is raised to a higher level.
Using car racing as an analogy: the prayer
meetings, Sunday Schools, etc. are like the info
board that are flashed to the driver to update
him and to keep him motivated. Church Camp
is like the pit stop the driver makes where he
can get full info about his car and also get
some reboosting before he continues the race.
Also not forgetting the blessed fellowship.
Spending five days together was a wonderful
time for me to know new friends and current
friends better. The spiritual blessings and
wonderful fellowship are equally enjoyed
by our two boys. – Edward Wong

*****
I thank God I can come to the Bible Camp.

I am still seeking to know more about
Christianity. The messages preached at the
Camp have helped me a lot to understand more
and provided me guidance for my personal
struggles I face in my life. I will continue to
read the Bible and attend church to know
more. – Emelinda Villardar (Domestic Helper)



More Testimonies of Bible Camp
at Colmar Tropicale, Bukit Tinggi,

June 12-16, 2006

I praise and thank God for a most blessed
time at our annual church camp at Bukit
Tinggi. I want to specially give thanks to the
Lord for enabling our beloved Pastor Rev
Timothy Tow to be in our midst as any camp
without his presence would be incomplete.
Thank the Lord too for blessing us with two
very faithful servants of the Lord in Rev
Stephen Khoo and Rev Errol Stone.

The highlight of the camp is of course the
spiritual food which was very timely as it
reminded us of our mission in these very last
days. I was reminded to remain steadfast in the
Lord and to do His commandments according
to His will. We are not to be bothered by large
numbers as in the charismatic churches but
more in the sincerity of the believers though
their numbers may be small. Let us therefore
encourage and edify one another to do God’s
work according to His Sovereign will so as to
be ready to meet the Lord when He comes. I
believe God is very much blessed with 300
faithful believers than with 3,000 social
worshippers. It’s my prayer that everyone at
the camp will come to the saving knowledge of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ if he or she
has yet to accept Him.

I was very much blessed by the many
praise items to the Lord especially that by the
little children. I thank God for the blessings
and opportunities to get to know many
brethren better and even made many new
friends. Even though I had a blessed and
wonderful time, I still miss the homely
atmosphere of our very own resort at Lautan
Biru in Mersing where we could fellowship
deep into the night, enjoy durian feastings, not
forgetting the famous ‘chendol’ and coffee
anytime of the day or night. Well, I hope that
we will be able to return next year if
everybody would come together, prepared to
put up in dormitories and have warm and
blessed fellowship in the Lord.

May all Praise and Glory be to God the
Almighty, Amen! – Alice Chng

I am very thankful to the Lord in leading
me to the church camp at Bukit Tinggi. I
thank God for blessing me with good
employers such as Sir Francis Lee and
Madam Stephanie. Although my employers
have brought me to many overseas trips such
as Australia, Japan, Phuket, Hong Kong, etc.,
but I enjoyed this church camp the most. This
is the first time that I attended church camp in
my life. I thank God for providing me this
time of learning His Word and fellowship
with many brothers and sisters in Christ.

My employer has arranged for me to share
a room with sister Brenda, another domestic
maid. We had a good time of sharing and
fellowship together. I thank God for
providing good speakers at the camp that I
can learn how to be a missionary even at
home and to serve God in my life. I also
thank God for Rev Timothy Tow and was
very encouraged by him that he endured the
long journey to be with us in the camp. He
has served God his whole life and this is an
encouragement to me also to do that.

I also attended the Children’s programme
with the children. I was touched by Sister
Georgina’s story about missionaries and also
the song entitled “The Wordless Book”. I
could use this song and the story I learnt to
reach out to all my loved ones in Philippines.

Although my mother and I have received
the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, many of my
family members are still outside Christ. I pray
that they will be saved too. I remember the
promise of God in Acts 16:31 “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house.” I pray for them and will
continue to share with them God’s salvation
plan.

I am very blessed by the church camp and
pray that I will not only be a hearer of God’s
Word but also a doer of His Word. I have also
learnt that God gives each one of us different
talents and we must use our talents to serve
him faithfully.

– Marisa Abioda Amilda
(Domestic Helper)

Thanks be to God for this year’s Church
Camp at Bukit Tinggi, Malaysia. It was a blessed
fellowship of its kind. Being my first time to
attend, I count it a privilege and do thank the
Lord for opening such an opportunity for us. We
were truly blessed as God’s Word was being
taught to us (Rev 1:3) by God’s servants whom
He sent. Both the messages of the theme and
for devotion agreed. We were exhorted and
challenged that we should be involved in
missions. And in devotion we were challenged to
set our minds on eternal values, which of course,
is what mission is all about.

We did not only have opportunity to hear
from the speakers when they were teaching, but
we also had opportunity to sit and fellowship
with them. It was a blessing to hear words of
encouragement from them, and the experiences
they have gained in the ministry.

We also had opportunity to fellowship one
with another, as the Bible commands us that we
should not forsake the assembly of one another
(Heb 10:25). It was a time of encouraging and
exhorting one another. This will enable us to be
praying for one another.

It is my sincere hope and prayer that whatever
we have learnt from the Camp this year may we
put into practice. In doing so, we are going to be
hearers and doers of the Word, occupying till
Jesus comes. Amen! – Philip Lagat (FEBC)

*****
This was my second time I attended Church

Camp and I’m really thankful. The place is very
nice and cool, when I got up in the morning I can
feel the freshness of the surrounding. It is a great
privilege that I could hear the messages from the
speakers. Preaching about the coming of Christ,
Rev Khoo asked, “Are you born again?” and “Be
sure of your salvation.” When I heard that I have
no doubt to say that I’m saved and am sure about
my salvation. I know and believe that Jesus
Christ is dwelling in my heart. Like Jesus said,
“Whosoever believeth in him should not perish
but have everlasting life.” I also learnt that as a
believer, prayer and faith are important. We must
pray with sensitivity in our heart. Religion cannot
save, the important thing is our relationship with
God and He is the only One who can save. I
thank the Lord for assurance of salvation that He
showered upon me.

– Marquez Marites (Domestic Helper)

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come” Matt 24:14.
This was our camp theme verse that encourages
us to accelerate missions to bring in Christ’s
kingdom. Furthermore, the messages by Rev
Stephen Khoo and Rev Errol Stone were a
blessing to me and have deeply convicted my
heart to stand up for Christ and tell more people
about Christ.

Through the messages, I have been ashamed
of how I have not been spreading the gospel to
the people I know and now I purpose in my heart
to be a missionary everywhere I go. It was greatly
emphasised by our camp speaker Rev Khoo that
we need to act appropriately and responsibly for
we will be rewarded according to our works
when Christ returns. Indeed, if we only sow one
durian seed we will receive one durian tree, so we
ought to live our lives well glorifying God in all
we do and plant more durian seeds.

I was intensely encouraged by the devotions
by Rev Stone. We should renew our enthusiasm
and our first love to serve the Lord as we
embrace the eternal blessings the Lord has
promised us. I should without any hesitation
serve the Lord now, so that, in Rev Stone’s
words, I will not be ‘pai seh’ when I meet my
Lord.

Now the motto of my life after camp is that I
should not be a worldly Christian but a world
Christian. May the Lord enable us to ‘set our
affection on things above, not on things on the
earth’ (Col 3:2) as we keep sowing the gospel
seed till we meet Christ again. – Candice Tan

*****
I learned about missionaries and Jesus’

travels during the church camp. We can be little
missionaries too! That means we can preach the
gospel to our friends in school and anywhere.
The missionary stories and bible lessons were
exciting. I like to go to church camp because my
friends are there. I am sure of my salvation now.

– Marcus Wong (7 years old)

*****
In the Bible lessons, I learned about walking

with the Lord Jesus Christ and to have faith in
Him. I also learned to make a wordless book and
a wordless pencil. I enjoyed singing most of all. I
also enjoyed bowling and playing other fun
games. – Jerald Tan (7 years old)



The last time I went to a church camp was
20 years ago when I was serving in the Youth
Fellowship at Calvary Pandan B-P Church.

After that camp, sad to say, I have not
attended any church camp until this time at
Bukit Tinggi. For the rest of my family
members, it was also their first time attending
the church camp. There is much to thank the
Lord for in this church camp. It was indeed a
foretaste of Heaven on earth with brethren
dwelling together to praise God, studying the
Word of life and to exhort one another in warm
fellowship, hymns and spiritual songs.

We thank God for his provisions of not just
one but two speakers for the camp. We have
been truly encouraged and inspired by the
Word of God that has been faithfully delivered
and preached to us by Rev Stephen Khoo and
Rev Errol Stone. Faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the word of God. I was especially
ministered by Rev Stephen Khoo when he
instructed us on how to be a World Christian
and not a Worldly Christian. His messages also
brought to our remembrance the Lord’s
chastening in our lives. My husband and I had
been so caught up in our careers, settling down
and building our family as most young couples
do. During those years, we had become mere
pew warmers in the former Life B-P Church.
We had wasted at least ten years being worldly
Christians until the chastening of the Lord fell
upon us. Overnight, whatever we sought so
hard in life had been reduced to zero and we
had to start all over again. Thank God that He
loves us so much that He chastened us to bring
us back to His fold. This chastening also
confirmed that we are His children and He is
our Heavenly Father (Heb 12:6-9).

“Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby” (Heb 12:11). It was a
painful but blessed experience. Since our
repentance, the Lord has blessed us with more
than two folds of what we had lost but above
all, He has given us a spiritual revival and
renewed our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ
our Saviour. As we look at the wasted years,

we wonder how many ten years we will have
in our lives. We thank God for His Word in
Phil 3:13-14 and forgetting those things which
are behind us, we press on, looking only to
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith and
seeking to serve Him faithfully to the end. The
camp messages have served to remind us to be
steadfast and unmoveable, having a faith that
endureth and always abounding in the work of
the Lord. One day, when we meet our Saviour
face to face, we will not be ashamed or “pai
seh” (which Rev Errol Stone aptly described
the sense of shame and remorse) which we will
feel if we see the Lord empty handed.

My heart is also filled with thanksgivings
to the Lord for my elder son, Samuel’s
salvation. During the camp, he received the
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. His teacher,
sister Jenny led him to the confession of his
sins and he has prayed to receive Christ as his
personal Lord and Saviour. I also thank God
that in this camp, three other children had also
come to receive our Lord Jesus as their
Saviour. My other children, Sarah, Michelle
and Moses also had a wonderful time of
fellowship with all the children and they truly
enjoyed the learning of God’s Word in this
camp. All of them had also enjoyed the camp
so thoroughly that they even asked me why the
camp was so short. They wanted it to be for at
least two weeks! We have all been blessed so
tremendously that all of us are looking forward
to the next one if the Lord tarries.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Mrs Tow for her encouragement to us
since last year to join this year’s church camp.
Her encouragement has helped to give us
ample time in planning our work schedule to
avail ourselves for this church camp. We also
thank the Lord for the Family Bible Study
Fellowship (FBSF). This fellowship group is
established to help Christian family to continue
to grow in the Lord as a family. This
fellowship has helped us to grow spiritually
and encouraged us a great deal when we were
new in True Life BPC. As we have tasted the
warm fellowship and the spiritual feasting
during our monthly FBSF, we looked forward
to the church camp this year as it is like having

daily FBSF for a week. We would like to
encourage all the brethren including newly weds
to join us in the FBSF and to start planning to go
for next year’s church camp.

– Stephanie Lee
*****

Immense delight and excitement filled me as
we journeyed to Colmar Tropicale in the super
coach. Bible Camp is a vital and integral aspect
of my spiritual growth. It has added another
dimension in my walk with the Lord. The time
spent at Bible Camp is tantamount to church
attendance. The powerful messages by Rev Errol
Stone and Rev Stephen Khoo evoke a great
desire in me to hunger and thirst for the Word of
God and to dedicate myself to take up the
challenge of serving God. Bible Camp was a
time for me to put away my cares and turn my
eyes on Him. Our Lord knows our frail bodies
need nourishing, spiritually and physically. The
humdrum of life prevents much communication
among fellow brethren. The opportunities to
establish ties and build strong bonds of love were
effortless. It was indeed a time of sweet
communion as I interacted freely, relaxed and
strengthened my relationship with fellow
brethren. The experience I had at Bible Camp is
a foretaste of Heaven on Earth. God was
enthroned in our praises as we worshipped him
through an amalgam of creative expression –
music, testimonies and a video presentation of
the various activities that were conducted during
the camp. I was reminded that we are part of a
larger family under the leadership of one Captain
– God.

Whilst our journeys have been and will be
different, our spiritual goals and aspirations are
the same. Every camper returned home with a
prize, as for me it was His promise that when we
see Him we shall be like Him. Through all the
fun and laughter, two powerful truths were
conveyed to me. God has crafted a space in my
heart that only He can fill and that I am to trust
Him in all areas of my life because He has a plan
for me. We acknowledge the success of the Bible
Camp to our Heavenly Father who has been and
will always be our source of strength and it is to
Him that all glory and honour are due.

– Quek Siok Eng

I thank God for the opportunity and
privilege to attend the church camp this year. It
has been a wonderful time of fellowship and
learning of God’s Word. “Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). What a
blessed foretaste of the fellowship we will
have with one another in heaven, praising God
for all eternity!

One of the lessons I have learnt from this
camp is the importance for a church to be a
Mission-driven church as our God is also a
Missionary God. As a child of God, I must do
my part in using the gifts which God have
given to me to edify the body of Christ and to
contribute to the Mission of the church (Eph
4:11-12).

Now that the camp has ended, the
challenge is to do the Word of God. I pray that
the Lord will give me more zeal and courage to
share the gospel of Christ to others. Let us
labour together to magnify the name of our
Saviour. Amen. – Clement Chew

The messages preached spoke to my heart.
They were timely reminders that I am passing
through this transient world into eternity to
meet God. Am I storing up treasures in
Heaven? Wood, hay and stubble will burn
away. Am I doing His will as I serve Him or
am I seeking my own? I am challenged to
strife for a closer walk with God particularly
through prayer in seeking His holy will. Rev
Stephen Khoo spoke on the 3 steps to
remember: i) Knowledge, ii) Understanding
and iii) Wisdom i.e. to seek after the
knowledge of God, truly understand it and then
apply it in practical life (unto wisdom). May
the Lord help me to serve Him faithfully and
joyfully as it is a great privilege to serve our
Almighty God. – Tan Chew Ying
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 3 – 9, 2006)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship

3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Ronny Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed (Jul 5, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, Level
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Program: Bible
Study on Esther by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. All are
welcome. For enquiries, please contact Judith at
96729973.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mrs Quek Siok Eng this Fri
(Jul 7, 06) at 8 pm. Address: 58 Watten Drive,
Singapore 287693. Tel: 64667130.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Jul 8, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “God’s People – Holy Living” by Rev
Tan Kian Sing. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat
(Jul 8, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Program: Bible
Study on Hebrews by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For
details, please contact William Teo at 91831150.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,170; USD2; RM50
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Hien
(Brisbane) $500; Van for Hien’s ministry $150,
$100; Rev Errol Stone $400, $300; Aboriginal
Evangelical Fellowship Bible College $100;
Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $1,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,020; USD2; RM50
Church Building Fund: $100 Total:
$459,737.60

Sunday School Offering: $263.00

Verse for the Week: Every prudent man dealeth
with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly.
Prov. 13:16

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
John, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
The Sunday School Lessons are taped and
available for free download at our website at
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism
will commence next Lord’s Day, Jul 9, 2006,
9.15am. Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation
of Faith and Transfer of Membership are to
attend the Catechism Class, and submit their
Church Membership Application Form and
salvation testimony.
Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on
Jul 17, 2006, 8.30 am with a Day of Prayer and
Registration. The Basic Theology for
Everyone courses will resume with Life of
Christ II by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on Monday
nights and Theology of Prayer by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy on Thursday nights, 7.30 pm
– 9.30 pm.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 44
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 110
Psalm No. 235
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 314
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Heb 1:1-5
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Christ Our Prophet, Priest,

and King
(Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 34
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

With Jesus Through the Storms of Life
(Message delivered by Rev Tan Kian Sing at the True

Life Church 10.30 am Service, June 25, 06)

Text: Mark 4:35-41

Dear friends, do you experience various
“storms of life” in your personal lives? The
storms of life are part of our experiences as we
live in this world of troubles. At one time or
another, all of us do suffer from disease,
sickness, loss of loved ones, failure,
disappointment, rejection, broken relationship,
or loss of jobs. Your life may be one that is
smooth sailing for now, but there may come a
time when you may face some storms of life that
can be so severe that everything you have will be
destroyed or taken away. Yes, when the storms
of life pound on you, will you survive them?

There are three things we can learn from the
fearful experience of the disciples on how they
struggled through a severe storm, recorded for us

in Mark 4:35-41, and how we may
react when we do meet with the
storms of life.

Firstly, remember that the Lord
is in control of all circumstances we
are in.

The Lord instructed the disciples:
“Let us pass over unto the other side”
(v. 35). But when they encountered
the storm, the disciples panicked and
feared that they would perish in the
middle of the sea, never to reach the
other side. Listen to what they told the
Lord: “Master, carest thou not that we
perish?” (v. 38).

The disciples had forgotten all that
they had seen in the Lord’s work
before they took this trip; how the
Lord manifested His power and
control over all things. They had
witnessed the Lord’s power over
diseases by healing the sick. They had
seen how the Lord controlled the evil
spirits as He commanded them to
come out of people who were
possessed by demons. But when it
came to their own personal experience
with troubles, they could not
appreciate the reality of the Lord’s
sovereign control over all situations
that they were in.

Dear friends, do you believe that
the Lord is indeed sovereign,
powerful and great, and that He is in
control of all situations in your life,
and that it is for real? Or is your
knowledge of the Lord’s attributes

(Cont’d from previous page)

does not care what you are going through
in life. Yes, He certainly does care for you
and me. So be ready to come to Him and
ask Him for help and direction when in
distress. He is waiting for you to come to
Him and He will show you how greatly
He can deliver you.

Thirdly, perhaps the Lord has allowed
you to go through some stormy
experiences so that you may wake up from
your slackening faith and put yourself
under His divine protection. God does
allow us to go through deep waters. He
sometimes sends storms into our lives. But

do not be dismayed, for it is to
challenge us and to build up our faith in
Him.

So when we encounter those storms
of life, let us remember that the
sovereign Lord is in control of all
things. Let us be ready to call upon Him
for help because He cares for us. And
let us praise and thank Him for the
challenges He puts us through so that
we will be more dependent upon Him
always. May God help us to weather the
storms of life with Jesus our Captain
and Pilot at the helm. Amen.



just some theological knowledge but not of
any practical application? Do you appreciate
that God is good, loving, merciful, gracious,
powerful, all-knowing; but in turbulent
times, are you still able to acknowledge
these wonderful attributes of God?

See how the Lord taught the disciples a
great lesson of His ability in controlling over
all things. When the Lord awoke, He
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea,
“Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and
there was a great calm” (v. 39).

Dear friends, we will spare ourselves
from unnecessary agony if we first of all
remember who our Lord is, and if we are
able to apply that knowledge to our own
personal lives, especially in times of great
anxiety.

How was it that the disciples were so
fearful and had forgotten that the Lord is in
control? Because they were looking at their
own problem, looking at the dangerous
situation they were in, more concerned with
their own lives, and so afraid that they would
perish. Note that they did not go to Jesus
immediately for help. They depended upon
their own strength and ability to battle the
storm. Perhaps they did not think the Lord
could really help them, though they had seen
Him helping others. Note their expression of
wonder and awe when they actually saw
how the Lord could control the storm with
just His spoken words as they “feared
exceedingly, and said one to another, What
manner of man is this, that even the wind
and the sea obey Him?” (v. 41).

Dear brethren, are we sometimes like the
disciples? When times are good, we
remember that God is great. But when times
are bad, we think that God is small. In times
of sunshine, we may be singing, “How Great
Thou art.” But when we are caught in some
storms of life, we forget who God is, and we
do not put our trust in Him.

Dear brethren, in the struggles of life, let
us remember that the Lord is indeed still

sitting on the throne. Remember to call upon
Him. Do not leave Him at the back of the
sinking boat. Do not forget this, because our
life is not going to be peaceful all the time,
we will certainly come face to face with
some storms of life. Notice that when the
disciples sat sail into the Sea of Galilee, it
was all peace and tranquillity at first. But
suddenly the storm came, even though the
Lord Jesus was with them in the same boat.
We should not take life for granted.

You may start off well in many things in
life peacefully, even though you think that
you are in the Lord’s will and He is with you
– for example, starting a new home, a new
relationship, a new family, a new venture in
business – but as you progress, troubles will
in time start to surface. Will you then panic?
Or will you remember who the Lord is and
that He is there for you from the start? Do
always remember that He is still there in
whatever situation you are facing. Do not
forget to call upon Him to keep all
calamities under control. Let Him take
charge and be the Pilot.

Now, the second thing is to recognize
that the Lord does care for us even in
times of distress.

Though the disciples were seasoned
fishermen, yet they were frightened to death
when they saw the fierce storm pounding
upon them. And when they had failed to free
themselves out of the situation after having
struggled much on their own, they noted that
the Lord was still sleeping, and straight
away they concluded that the Lord did not
care if they should perish (v. 38).

Dear friends, does Jesus care? Remember
that very comforting hymn we love to sing?
As we sing the hymn, we are reminded that
most of us do at times wonder if the Lord is
really concerned especially during times of
hurt, when the burdens and cares of life
weigh so heavily upon us, when the way
seems dark, when temptation seems difficult
to resist, or when we must part with our

dearest loved one. But as we sing the chorus,
are we not encouraged with the answer that
comes back triumphantly saying: “O yes, He
cares, I know my Saviour cares!”

Yet, the writer of the hymn, Frank E.
Graeff, had gone through many severe and
testing experiences in his life. The hymn was
written during a time of severe physical
agony, doubt, and despondency. Graeff
turned to the Scriptures for comfort and
strength. 1 Peter 5:7 which says, “Casting all
your care upon him; for he careth for you”
became especially meaningful for him in the
time of need. He then wrote the lines of
“Does Jesus Care?” to express the feelings
of assurance that came to him.

In times of darkness or sorrow, do rest in
the security of the truth that Jesus truly cares
deeply. He will ultimately meet your need
just as He met the need of His disciples
when they woke Him up. He brought about
peace and tranquillity into their lives. Just
remember to call unto the Lord when you
need help. He will answer you and show you
great and mighty things, which you know
not. Please do not be mistaken that the Lord
Jesus does not care just because He does not
still the storm immediately. Surely the Lord
has His purpose in “delaying” to deliver.

And so the third thing for us to learn is
to realize that the Lord challenges our
faith in Him especially during stormy
times.

After the Lord had calmed the storm, the
Lord said unto the disciples, “Why are ye so
fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?” (v.
40). The Lord was testing the faith of the
disciples through the storm.

The Lord was the one who told the
disciples to set sail to cross over to the other
side. And the disciples obeyed and acted
accordingly, yet when they encountered the
fiercest storm and were in great danger of
being overwhelmed, the Lord delayed His
coming to deliver them out of their distress.

Why the delay? Why did not the Lord rush
to deliver them?

When we get into trouble and the Lord
does not seem to rush to our help, is it not
because the Lord is challenging our faith to
trust in Him more, and to pray more
intensely and intently? Is it not because the
Lord is strengthening us so that we will be
able to face greater storms of life? Is it not
because the longer we wait, the more we
will appreciate the deliverance of the Lord
when it finally comes? Is it not because we
will be able to rejoice truly over the Lord’s
goodness in seeing us through our plight so
that others too can bless the Lord and be
encouraged as well?

Dear brethren, is your faith being
challenged now and then through some
storms of life? Truly, we never know how
much real faith we have until it is put to the
test in some fierce storm, and that is the
reason why the Saviour has to delay His
coming to help when we are in difficulties
and distress, so that we will earnestly cry
unto Him and trust in Him more.

Spurgeon said, “Remember that we have
no more faith at any time than we have in
the hour of trial. All that will not bear to be
tested is mere carnal confidence. Fair-
weather faith is no faith.” Do you have fair-
weather faith? Or is your faith a tested faith?
If your faith is to be strong in the Lord and
the power of His might, then it needs to be
tested and strengthened through the storms
of life.

Dear friends, are you in the midst of a
tempestuous situation in your life? In such
times, let us firstly, remember that there is a
sovereign God who is still in charge.
Regardless of what difficulties and troubles
you are in, be it family, financial, business,
relationship, study or work, just be assured
that the Lord is there and He is in control of
every situation in your life.

Secondly, please do not think that He
(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 10 – 16, 2006)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
Visitation to Ling Kwang Home this Sat (Jul
15, 06). Please meet at Ling Kwang Home at
3.30 pm. For those requiring transport, please
meet outside FEBC Bookroom at 2.45 pm. For
details, please contact Herbert at 94377715.
Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on
Jul 17, 2006, 8.30 am with a Day of Prayer
and Registration. The Basic Theology for
Everyone courses will resume with Life of
Christ II by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on Monday
nights and Theology of Prayer by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy on Thursday nights, 7.30 pm
– 9.30 pm.

Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$7,234; RM50
Designated Offerings: Rev Errol Stone $500;
Tanzania Bible College $2,000; Van for
Hien’s Ministry $1,000; Well for Africa
(Philip Lagat) $250; Henry Tan’s Ministry
$300; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC Students
$500; FEBC Scholarship $400; FEBC
Bookroom $330, $10; FEBC $300, $150, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$13,124; RM50
Church Building Fund: $2,000, $1,000,
$100, $50 Total: $462,887.60

Sunday School Offering: $327.00

Verse for the Week: A wicked messenger
falleth into mischief: but a faithful ambassador
is health. Prov. 13:17

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of
I John, 9.15 am–10.15 am. All are welcome.
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism
commences today. Time: 9.15 am–10.15 am.
Venue: Room 601 (Level 6). Those seeking
Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith and
Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class, and submit their Church
Membership Application Form and salvation
testimony.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 10
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 37
Hymn No. 326
Announcements
Special Number Children’s Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 115
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text John 14:23-27
Sermon Growing in Peace

(Rev Ronny Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 247

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Ronny Khoo

Christ Our Prophet, Priest, and King
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True Life

Church 10.30 am Service, Jul 2, 06)

Text: Heb 1:1-5

Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living
God” (Matt 16:16). “Jesus” means “Saviour.”
But what does “Christ” mean? The word
“Christ” from Christos, the Greek equivalent of
the Hebrew Mashiach, means “the Anointed
One.” Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the
Anointed Prophet, Priest, and King.

In the Westminster Confession of Faith, this
is said of Christ our Mediator, “It pleased God,
in His eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the
Lord Jesus, His only begotten Son, to be the
Mediator between God and man, the Prophet,
Priest, and King, the Head and Saviour of His
Church, the Heir of all things, and Judge of the
world” (VIII:I).

So, Christ is our Prophet, Priest, and King.

What do these three offices of Christ
mean for us in practical terms? It must
be emphasised that Jesus Christ is no
ordinary prophet, priest, and king; He
is none other than God Himself.
Hebrews 1:3 tells us in no uncertain
terms that Christ possesses the
attributes of deity. He is the
“brightness of his glory” and the
“express image of his person” (Heb
1:3). The glory here is the glory that
God alone has. It is not human but
divine glory. John describes it as “the
glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth” (John
1:14). Jesus is also exactly the same
as God the Father in terms of His
omnipotence, omniscience and
omnipresence. Jesus told Philip, “he
that hath seen me hath seen the
Father” (John 14:9). Jesus as the Son
of God is God Himself, the same in
divine essence with His Father. God
became man so that He could be our
All-Complete and Perfect Saviour,
our Prophet, Priest, and King.

Christ Our Prophet

Moses in Deuteronomy 18:15
predicted the coming of the Messianic
Prophet, “The LORD thy God will
raise up unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like
unto me; unto him ye shall hearken”
(Deut 18:15). Jesus Christ is the
greater Moses who fulfilled this
prophecy (Acts 3:22, 7:37). The
prophetic Word is God’s Word, and
the prophetic Word is powerful and

(Cont’d from previous page)

please. The Prosperity—Gong Xi Fa
Cai—Gospel says, “Jesus, you can keep
your commandments, just let me have
your health and your wealth.” It is like
children telling their parents, “I love your
money, but I do not love you.” Can these
be true children? Jesus says, “If ye love
me, keep my commandments” (John
14:15).

Have we believed in the Biblical Jesus
or another Jesus? The Biblical Jesus is
both Lord and Saviour. Those who wish to
be saved from sin must confess Jesus not
only as Saviour but also as Lord. Romans
10:9 makes clear, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt

be saved.” In other words, “Jesus my
Saviour, please save me from my sins,
and as my Lord, take full control of my
life.” We cannot separate Jesus from
His Lordship or Kingship over our lives.

As born again and true believers of
Jesus Christ, let us worship Him as our
Prophet, our Priest and our King. As our
Prophet, we believe in all the words He
has fully inspired and fully preserved in
the Holy Scriptures. As our Priest, we
depend on Him for all our spiritual
needs to overcome the trials and
temptations of this life. As our King, we
surrender every part of our life to Him,
to rule, control, and change so that we
might become more and more like Him
to the glory of His Name. Amen.

**********



effective. That is why the author of
Hebrews describes Christ as “upholding
all things by the word of his power” (Heb
1:3). In other words, Christ not only
created this world by the Word of His
mouth—“for he commanded, and they
were created,” He also kept and preserved
this world by the very same Word—“He
hath also stablished them for ever and
ever: he hath made a decree which shall
not pass” (Ps 148:5-6).

When Jesus was on earth, His Word
was indeed powerful. The same powerful
Word that created this world was the same
word which healed the sick, cast out the
demons, and calmed the sea. Satan’s
words and man’s words bring death, but
Jesus’ words bring life. Where can we
find a person who came down from
heaven to tell us how to get to heaven? No
one but Christ! That was why Peter
declared that no one but Christ had the
words of eternal life: “Lord, to whom
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life” (John 6:68). Jesus is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life (John 14:6), the only
living and true Way to God and heaven.

If you want to know the future, do not
go to the fortune teller, the medium, the
horoscopes or the fengshui master. Go to
Christ the Prophet who knows all things.
The Lord has given us the Bible which is
“a more sure word of prophecy” (2 Pet
1:19). One quarter of the Bible is
prophetic. Study about the future from the
Bible with the help of pastor’s
commentaries on Daniel (Visions of the
Princely Prophet) and Revelation
(Coming World Events Unveiled), both
available at the FEBC Bookroom, and I
am sure your eyes will be opened and
your faith will be built up. The words of
Scripture will purify us as we read and
study them. We are sanctified by His
Truth, His Word is Truth (John 17:17).

Christ Our Priest

Christ is not only our Prophet speaking
to us from the Scriptures through His
forever perfect and powerful words. He is
also our Great High Priest “when he had by
himself purged our sins” (Heb 1:3). Jesus
was no ordinary high priest like Aaron. He
was High Priest after the order of
Melchizedek. That Jesus would come as a
High Priest after the order of Melchizedek
was prophesied in Psalm 110:4, “The
LORD hath sworn, and will not repent,
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.” Jesus is our Priest forever
unlike Aaron who must be replaced.

Jesus our Priest was our Perfect
Sacrifice. In the Old Testament, the priests
had to offer sacrifices for their own sins
before they can offer sacrifices for the sins
of the people. But Jesus the perfect and
sinless High Priest from heaven was also
the spotless and blameless Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the world
(John 1:29, 1 Pet 1:19).

What did Christ use to purge us of our
sins? It was none other than His precious
blood—the blood of the Christ who was
both God and man. In Acts 20:28, Paul told
the Ephesian elders to take good care of
God’s sheep precisely because the sheep
have been bought with a great price which
is the precious blood of the God-Man:
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased
with his own blood.” As the hymn writer
says, “What can wash away my sins?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!”

As our Perfect Sacrifice and our Perfect
Priest, Jesus is our only Mediator—there is
no one else who can save us from our sins:
“For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ

Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5). Christ as our Great
High Priest can forgive us of our sins, and
bring us to God and heaven. If we want
salvation we need not confess our sins to
anyone but to Christ. 1 John 1:9 says, “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.” Are your sins
forgiven? Are you saved? Just cry out to
the Lord Jesus Christ, “God be merciful to
me a sinner” (Luke 18:13) and He will
forgive you of your sins and save you.

Who is the best person to help us if we
have problems in life? None but Christ our
Great High Priest: “Seeing then that we
have a great high priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our profession. For we have not
an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need” (Heb 4:14-16). Never say,
Jesus does not understand and He does not
care. He knows how we feel, and He
empathises with us because He was
subjected to like trials and temptations,
and overcame all of them without sin at
all. Having experienced the hardships of
life in this sin-cursed world, Jesus knows
how to comfort and strengthen us when
we cry out to Him for help.

Christ Our King

Christ is not only our Great High Priest
after the order of Melchizedek. He is also
our Most Righteous King. The name
“Melchizedek” means “King of
righteousness” (Heb 7:2). Christ is our
righteousness for He kept the Ten
Commandments perfectly for us, and then
paid the penalty of our sins by dying for
us on the cross, shedding His precious
blood. “Therefore being justified (ie,

declared righteous) by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Rom 5:1). Our suffering Saviour became
our triumphant King. His Cross led to His
Crown. He is now seated “on the right
hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb 1:3).
The “right hand” seat is the seat of honour,
power, and authority. Christ is “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev
19:16). All must worship Him and kowtow
to Him. Christ is not only our Saviour but
also our Lord and King. As Lord and King,
He demands our absolute allegiance and
unquestioning obedience.

Is Christ the Lord of our lives? Some
would like to separate the Saviourhood of
Christ from His Lordship: “I want Christ as
my Saviour but I do not want Him as my
Lord. I desire the bliss of heaven, but at the
same time I love the sins of earth. Jesus can
save my soul, but let me do what I want
with my flesh. I want to rule my own life
and enjoy the carnal pleasures of this
world—wine, women, and song.” With
such a spirit, it is no wonder that many in
this world who claim to be “Christian” are
only professors but not possessors of
Christ!

Gnosticism as promoted by The Da
Vinci Code and The Judas Gospel teaches
that a Christian needs only Jesus as Saviour
but not as Lord. The Gnostic heretics
believe that they can sin all they want in the
flesh because the flesh cannot contaminate
the spirit which remains pure and safe. The
Libertines in the days of Calvin also
had this immoral idea that believing in
Christ gave one the licence to sin. Calvin
rebuked them severely and rightly refused
them the Lord’s Supper. The Charismatic
antinomians today say they live by
the Spirit and not by the Law. They say
they are freed from obeying the Ten
Commandments and can do whatever they

(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jul 17 – 23, 2006) 

MON 8.30 am FEBC Day of Prayer 
THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  Catechism Class 
  10.30 am    Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study   
FEBC’s new academic term 2006-7 begins 
tomorrow (Jul 17, 06) at 8.30 am with a Day 
of Prayer and Registration. The Basic 
Theology for Everyone courses will resume 
with Life of Christ II by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
on Jul 24, 06 (Mon) and Theology of Prayer 
by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy on Jul 20, 06 
(Thu), 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm. 
Thu night class is held at the Far Eastern 
Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Jul 22, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “Fear God, Not Man” by Rev Dr 
Quek Suan Yew. For details, please contact 
Herbert at 94377715.  
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76 
Room 12. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$9,210; RM50.50 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Errol 
Stone $100; Rev Ronny Khoo $100; Marilyn 
(Kuching) $300 (LF); Bible College of East 
Africa $200; Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship 
Bible College $100; Van for Hien’s Ministry 
$2,400, $1,000 (AF); Kuantan Mission $200; 
Well for Africa (Philip Lagat) $200 (AF); Wendy 
Teng $200; FEBC Bookroom $10; FEBC 
Students $300, $100; FEBC $1,600, $1,000, 
$330, $280 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$17,830; RM50.50 
Church Building Fund – Total: $462,887.60 
Sunday School Offering: $259.00 
Verse for the Week: Poverty and shame shall 
be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that 
regardeth reproof shall be honoured. Prov. 
13:18 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of 
I John, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are 
welcome. 
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism 
is held at Room 601, Newton Room (Level 
6), 9.15 am – 10.15 am. Those seeking 
Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith and 
Transfer of Membership are to attend the 
Catechism Class, and submit their Church 
Membership Application Form and salvation 
testimony. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No.   73                                 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.    78 
Psalm No. 158 
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 390 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text 2 Tim 2:1-15 
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Sermon                             Why Bible College 
   (Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn  A Student’s Prayer  
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

12TH ANNIVERSARY THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE OF KEMAMAN LIFE B-P 

CHURCH, JULY 7, 2006 

A Word from Dr Wee Tiong Soon  
(Deacon of Kemaman Life BPC) 

Dearly beloved, the Lord has been faithful 
towards us from the humble beginning 12 years 
ago. He had been sending to us every week His 
preachers without fail. Thank God for journey 
mercies for all of the Lord’s messengers. May 
the Lord continue to bless them with good health 
and strength for the work here and elsewhere. 
May the Lord move us to pray as everything 
depends on Him, and to work with more effort. 
We thank all helpers in our ministry for God 
knows we cannot function on our own. May 
their reward in heaven be abundant. Psalm 115:1 
says, “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for 
thy truth’s sake.” 

As we celebrate our 12th

anniversary, let us remind ourselves
that we are what we are because of
God’s power. We are still a small
church, but we find comfort in God’s
way of doing things. God does not
look at numbers. The chosen are
always the minority. Meanwhile, let
us continue in our calling. We are
called to be sowers. Our ministry is to
bring the gospel to the people,
especially the children. It does not
matter that they will leave us when
they go away to study or work
elsewhere. There are sowers and
reapers in the Lord’s kingdom
according to His grace. We have the
universal kingdom of God in mind
when we serve Him. May the Lord
find us faithful. So dearly beloved, let
us continue to press toward the mark
as Paul said in Philippians 3:14, “I
press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.” 

We thank God for the unity of our
church as we are aware we are all
sinners saved by grace. We can expect
to be forgiven as we forgive others.
May the grace of Christ our Saviour,
and the Father’s boundless love, with
the Holy Spirit’s favour, rest upon us
from above. Amen. 

A Report by Mr Eio Eng Hua  
(Member of True Life BPC) 
On the night of 6th July, six

members forming the Singapore
delegation assembled at Lavender bus

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

station to get ready for the Kemaman trip.
They were Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Lim Ren Muh,
Deborah Mae and Judith D’Silva, Mr and
Mrs Eio Eng Hua. The bus ride was “smooth
sailing” all the way up to Centre Point,
Kemaman. However, there was a “hiccup” at
the end of the journey. Mr Eio suddenly
discovered that he had “lost” his travel bag.
The bus was delayed for 15 minutes to
enable him to find his “lost” item. Finally, it
was Helen who spotted the bag and the
search ended. Praise the Lord! Dr and Mrs
Wee Tiong Soon were already at the pick-up
point to fetch us to their house.  

The following afternoon, we witnessed
the Kemaman Life B-P Church Friday Bible
Study and Fellowship in operation. Ren Muh
(Calvary Tengah) led the children (50 of
them) in lively singing and he taught them a
new song by using PowerPoint software.
Later, the children were dispersed into four
classes under the care of Dr Khoo, Mr Eio,
Mrs Helen Eio and Mrs Lee.  

Later that evening, there was the
sumptuous dinner for all present on the 1st

floor of the church building. Then came the
hour everyone was waiting for – the 12th

Anniversary Thanksgiving Service. Around
80 church members and guests (9 from
Calvary Jaya) congregated at the church hall
to praise God through singing of hymns,
prayers and presentation of special items.
Holy Communion was administered by Dr
Khoo. It was followed by a medley of
Christian songs by sister Deborah and
assisted by sister Judith on her guitar. The
members of Kemaman Church also
presented a song item entitled, “Prepare to
Meet the Lord.”  

Dr Jeffrey Khoo delivered the message of
the evening, “Who is the Word of Life?”
which was interpreted into Chinese by
Rev Lee Kim Shong. Dr Khoo expounded
from 1 John 1:1-3, and highlighted that
Kemaman Life was a lively church because
of  the  “Word of Life.”  The Word of Life is 

none other than the Living Word—Jesus
Christ—who is fully God and fully man, and
the Written Word—the Bible—which is
100% inspired and 100% preserved. He then
brought the congregation “down memory
lane” all the way back to 1994 to throw
some light on how the Kemaman Life BPC
came into existence. God led the late Rev
John Ling to start this witness in Kemaman
with the help of our pastor, Rev Dr Timothy
Tow. When Rev Ling went to glory,
Kemaman Life BPC’s operation fell on the
shoulders of Dr and Mrs Wee (a couple who
love and honour the Lord).  

The Kemaman Church then was in need
of manpower and the Lord sent Rev Lee
Kim Shong of Calvary Jaya B-P Church to
help out. Thank God also for other preachers
and mission workers who visited the
Kemaman Church regularly for the last 12
years to share God’s word to the lost souls.
Since 1998, both Dr and Mrs Wee have been
labouring continuously with the local
brethren to keep the flame of Kemaman Life
BPC burning bright “for the word of God
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev
1:9). 

The Lord granted us a safe journey home
on Saturday, 8th July.  All glory to the Lord. 

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 
Chapter 21 

John 21 
To His flock and undershepherds, 
Jesus Christ is that great Shepherd  
of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant. Amen. 

This very last chapter in John is an
Epilogue. According to Webster, an epilogue
is “a closing section added to a novel,
play, etc., providing further comment,
interpretation, or information.” But why is it
added after John’s Gospel is concluded with
such a beautiful climax at Jn. 20:30, 31? 

According to Hendriksen there is a
sevenfold purpose: 
1. To prove that the risen Christ still takes

an interest in His Church, and that His
power and love have not diminished in
any way. 

2. To remind the disciples to be fishers
always of men. 

3.  To show Peter, despite his grievous sin
of denying the Saviour, he has been
reinstated. What is remembered by man
is forgotten by God, because God’s
forgiveness is divine. 

4.  To stress once again the comforting
truth of predestination, inasmuch as
Peter’s glorious death has been foreseen
and predicted (see 21:18, 19). 

5.  To remove a misunderstanding in
respect of Jesus’ saying about John that
he was not going to die (21:23). 

6.  To allow the Ephesian elders to present
the united testimony to the reliability of
John’s Gospel record. 

7.  To explain why so many other events in
the life of Christ were not recorded
(21:25). 

Whatever other purpose for penning this
Epilogue, the fact that it is John’s personal
experience and eye-witness account makes it
throb with life. How do you know that John
was there that “third” Resurrection morning?

John 21:1-3 
Fruitless Enterprises Without Christ 
The sea of Tiberias is the sea of Galilee,

the old haunt of the disciples. The disciples
had returned to their homes in Galilee to
keep an appointment with the Lord (Matt
28:10). As they were first called in Galilee,
so should they be commissioned from
Galilee. 

While they waited for the Lord, Peter,
captain of the team, suggested to go fishing.
Not fishing for pleasure, but for livelihood.
“. . . if any would not work neither should he
eat” (I Thess 3:10). Should the apostles be
farmers, they would be digging in the field.
They were no “rice-tubs”, sitting down, like
lazy monks, to be fed. They were no eaters
of the bread of idleness. Work is sacred and
honourable. 

Be that as it may, self enterprise needs
God’s help to succeed. As the Lord was not
present, and this fishing expedition was
launched rather at Peter’s own initiative, the
Lord wanted them to learn again that
previous lesson (Lk 5) of fruitless self-effort.
The Lord also wanted to assure His very
own of His ever present help in time of need.
For soon He would return physically to
Heaven, but He would go through life with
them as their Provider. There is the higher
purpose of God in the affairs of His children
in withholding or releasing. So the story is
abruptly told in one verse, with an abrupt
ending – “and that night they caught
nothing” (v. 3). Is that your experience also? 

In Church work there are those who like
to sweat through with fairs and sales,
walkathons and flags, concerts and musicals.
But when the Lord promotes His own work,
He will need none of our self-efforts, that all
glory should redound only to Himself. 

Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult 
Of our life’s wild restless sea, 
Day by day His sweet voice soundeth, 
Saying, “Christian, follow Me.” 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 24 – 30, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class

10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat
(Jul 29, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Jul 29, 06) at 5.30 pm. Venue: Dn
and Mrs Tan Beng Lee’s home at Blk 103
Spottiswoode Park Road, #08-104, Singapore
080103. Program: Bible Study on Habakkuk by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please contact
Edward at 93887328.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$7,580; USD1; RM50.10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $202;
Tanzania Bible College $4,000, $100; Wendy
Teng $100; FEBC $200, $110, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,392; USD1; RM50.10
Church Building Fund $1,000, $900, $300,
$50 Total: $465,137.60

Sunday School Offering: $407.00

Verse for the Week: The desire accomplished
is sweet to the soul: but it is abomination to
fools to depart from evil. Prov. 13:19

Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class, and submit their Church
Membership Application Form and salvation
testimony.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Edward Wong
on Aug 4, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: 45
Hindhede Walk, #06-04 Springdale, Singapore
587978. Tel: 64670645.

Pray for Pastor Tow at Mt Elizabeth Hospital
Ward 9 Room 5929, Elder Mahadevan at
NUH Ward 76 Room 12 and Bro Henry Tan
who will be undergoing radiotherapy and
chemotherapy treatment next Wednesday for 6
weeks.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 3
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 46
Hymn No. 346
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 419
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text John 3:1-8
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Life in the Spirit

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 249
Benediction Dr S H Tow

1. Damien Choong (Australia)

2. Hor Ponlok (Cambodia)
3. John Saray (Cambodia)
4. Phan Narit (Cambodia)
5. Song Wei Liang (China)
6. Gideon Wuaku (Ghana)

7. Bernard Hutabarat (Indonesia)
8. Fransiska Christin (Indonesia)
9. Samson Hutagalung (Indonesia)
10. Lyn Lawino Were (Kenya)
11. Jonah Kipkorir (Kenya)

12. Han Joung Hee (Korea)
13. Benjamin (Myanmar)

14. Puspa Shakya (Nepal)
15. Samuel Kwong (Singapore)

16. Ng Boon Choo (Singapore)
17. Apasia Roman Moshi (Tanzania)
18. Florent Paul Mtobwa (Tanzania)
19. Judah Kundael Pallangyo

(Tanzania)
20. Le Thanh Tam (Vietnam)

The Faculty this Semester are:

1. Rev Dr Timothy Tow, Principal,
MDiv, STM, DD

2. Mrs Ivy Tow, Matron, BTh

3. Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Academic
Dean, BTh, MDiv, STM, PhD

4. Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy, Dean
of Students, BSc, BTh, MDiv,
ThM, ThD

5. Rev Koa Keng Woo, BTh

6. Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew, BArch,
BTh, MDiv, STM, ThD

7. Rev Dr Jack Sin, BA, MDiv,
DMin

8. Rev Tan Kian Sing, BEng,
GDBA, MDiv

9. Mrs Jemima Khoo, BTh, MA,
MRE

10. Miss Carol Lee, BBA, DipEd,
MEd, MDiv

11. Elder Han Soon Juan, CertEd,
CertTESL, DipTESL, MA

12. Elder Geoffrey Tan, BSc, BA
(Hons), DipEd

13. Mrs Anne Lim, DipRSA, CertRK

14. Mrs Koa Keng Woo, Music
studies

Far Eastern Bible
College reopened on

Monday, July 17, 2006
with an intake of 20
new students from 12
countries:

(Cont’d from previous page)

unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood. For I
know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them. Therefore watch,
and remember, that by the space of three years
I ceased not to warn every one night and day
with tears” (Acts 20:28-31).

In these last days of falsehood and falling
away, the Bible College can serve as the
Church’s protector. The College must always
be on the alert to spot the latest doctrinal virus
that seeks to invade and infect the Church. She
must be the first to sound the alarm.

In 2003, Singapore was well-protected
against SARS because she had a well-armed
institution in Tan Tock Seng Hospital, and an
expert staff of doctors and nurses to deal
immediately and effectively with any
incoming threat. How about the Church?
Does she have a Bible College with a
biblically well-trained and God-fearing
faculty to fend off any invading doctrinal
germ? Is it no wonder that Dr Contento
warned, “Without the Bible College, the
Church would die?”

May the Lord raise up more Bible
Colleges that will prepare faithful servants to
promote the Christian Faith and protect the
Church’s purity in the Word of God. The
Lord is calling devout and brave men to join
His spiritual and ecclesial service. Will you
not answer the Lord’s call?



Why Bible College
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the

True Life Church 10.30 am Service, Jul 16, 06)

Text: 2 Timothy 2:1-15

“Without the Bible College, the Church
would die” said the late Rev Dr Paul Contento
who was an OMF missionary to China and
Southeast Asia. The Bible says that the
absence of knowledge will destroy the Church
(Hos 4:6). In the Great Commission, Jesus
commanded His Church not only to evangelise
the world—“make disciples of all nations,” but
also indoctrinate His people—“Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you” (Matt 28:18-20).

The Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) was
founded by our beloved pastor—the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow—in 1962. Pray for the College
to be protected from the many attacks of the
evil one so that she might continue to train up
faithful servant-leaders for the Christian
Church to take an uncompromising stand “for
the Word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ” (Rev 1:9), and “earnestly
contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints” (Jude 3).

In light of the Great Commission, the
Church needs the Bible College to:

Prepare Faithful Servants for Christ
“And the things that thou hast heard me of

among many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also” (2 Tim 2:2). This verse is a
favourite of many a Bible College and rightly
so. The Church needs faithful pastors, not
“payful” preachers whose motto is “more pay
more preach, less pay less preach, no pay no
preach;” “whose God is their belly” (says Paul
in Phil 3:19) and “whose religion is their
kitchen” (adds Calvin). Neither does the
church need playful pastors who goof or golf
away precious time that should be given to the
Word of God and prayer.

The Bible College crucible should weed
out those who enter the ministry for the wrong
reason. The grind of daily homilies with
practical duties should test the mettle and
worth of every student. FEBC is not a pleasure

but a pressure cooker. This is in line with the
Pauline injunction, “Thou therefore endure
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No
man that warreth entangleth himself with the
affairs of this life: that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier” (2 Tim 2:3-4);
Those who endure suffering and prove
themselves faithful usually emerge mature and
equipped for ministry. Those not called will
soon fade away and disappear.

The Church does not need the clever and the
cunning, but the humble and the faithful. There
are students who may not be ‘A’ academically,
but they do their very best, and their hearts are
right before God and man. Though weak, they
are clean. The Church needs such men and
women. “For ye see your calling, brethren,
how that not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called: But
God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty; And base things of the world,
and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring
to nought things that are: That no flesh should
glory in his presence” (1 Cor 1:26-29).

In this day and age, Bible Colleges are
needed to train strong doctrinal preachers who
are faithful to the Perfect Word of God. The
late Dr Carl McIntire—founder of the
International Council of Christian Churches
(ICCC)—has rightly said, “Strong doctrinal
preaching is absolutely essential if a church is
to be a faithful church of Christ. There is no
place in the church of Christ for a single
preacher who denies the Word of God.”
Hear Dr McIntire’s sermons from
www.sermonaudio.com. We praise the Lord
that the ICCC, in Amsterdam (1998) and
Jerusalem (2000), under the leadership of Dr
McIntire, upheld the King James Bible, and
affirmed the 100% preservation of the words of
God in the Canonical Scriptures.

Dr McIntire in a sermon on Psalm 12,
preached in 1992, commented, “Now come
verse 6, ‘The words of the LORD are pure
words,’ not one of them is mistaken, ‘as silver
tried in the furnace of earth, purified seven

times.’ All the dregs are out. Here is a
marvelous affirmation and vindication that
God’s Word is perfect. … Now, ‘The words of
the LORD are pure words.’ And then verse 7,
how I love this: ‘Thou shalt keep them O
LORD,’ that is, keep His words; ‘thou shalt
preserve them from this generation forever.’
No matter what happens, one generation comes
and another passes away, God is going to
preserve His words … from one generation to
another. The words of God will be preserved
throughout all the generations.”

In the Far Eastern Beacon (Christmas
2000), the Bible is declared to be “Forever
Inerrant and Infallible” (ICCC 16th World
Congress Statement #2). The ICCC believes
“the O.T. has been preserved in the Masoretic
text and the N.T. in the Textus Receptus,
combined they give us the complete Word of
God. The King James Version in English has
been faithfully translated from these God-
preserved manuscripts” (ICCC 16th World
Congress Statement #11).

Indeed, the Bible today is infallible and
inerrant, 100% perfect without any mistake. A
Bible College that does not believe in a 100%
inspired and 100% preserved Bible does not
deserve to exist.

How can a preacher be faithful if he does
not believe in a perfect Bible? He cannot!

A Bible College needs Faith. Faithful men
are needed to:

Promote the Fundamentals of the Faith
In any true Bible College, there must be a

passionate proclamation of the foundational
convictions of the Christian faith and of the
good news of what Christ has done for the
salvation of sinners. A Bible College
curriculum must be first and foremost Bible-
centred and steep in doctrine and theology with
an emphasis on the biblical languages. Paul
told Timothy, “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Tim 2:15).

The promotion of the Christian faith cannot
be had with a smattering of Bible and theology
and “market-driven” practical ministry courses
offered by many seminaries today. Practice

comes out of doctrine. Doctrine begets
practice. Proof of this can be seen in the
intensive and systematic Biblical studies
programme Paul conducted in the School of
Tyrannus that led to many conversions and
changed lives—“And many that believed
came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.
… So mightily grew the word of God and
prevailed” (Acts 19:18, 20).

FEBC makes no apology for emphasising a
great deal on Systematic Theology, Reformed
Dogma, and Church History. The Bible is also
studied most carefully book by book and verse
by verse. Bachelor, Master, and Doctor of
Theology students are required to be proficient
in the Biblical languages of Hebrew, Aramaic,
and Greek so that they might be fully equipped
to become effective expositors and defenders
of God’s forever infallible and inerrant words.

In order to promote the Truth beyond the
four walls of the College, faculty and student
papers are published in The Burning Bush,
FEBC’s theological and polemical journal. We
agree with Spurgeon who rightly said, “A
magazine which is not outspoken and is
destitute of principle is a literary nuisance.”

The Truth is not only promoted through the
printed page but also through the internet. The
College has an attractive website rich with
Biblical resources that can be downloaded
freely at www.febc.edu.sg. The FEBC
Bookroom serves both the college and the
public by stocking up good Christian
textbooks and literature.

A Bible College needs Truth. There is a
need for honest and brave men to:

Protect the Purity of the Church
A Bible College is like a military institute

to train godly Christian soldiers to protect the
doctrinal purity of the Church. Paul told
Timothy to pay attention to doctrine in his
ministry, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that
hear thee” (1 Tim 4:16).

The Apostle Paul showed by example this
important aspect of Bible College ministry. He
told the Ephesian elders, “Take heed therefore

(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 31 – Aug 6, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed (Aug 2, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC,
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Program:
Bible Study on Esther by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. All
are welcome. For enquiries, please contact Judith
at 96729973.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Edward Wong
this Fri (Aug 4, 06) at 8 pm. Address:
45 Hindhede Walk, #06-04 (Lobby 2),
Springdale Condominium, Singapore 587978.
Tel: 64670645.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Aug 5, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “The Covenants of the Bible – An
Introduction” by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. For
details, please contact Herbert at 94377715.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,445; RM50
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $1,000, $200;
Van for Hien’s Ministry $2,000; Nelson Were
(FEBC) $100; Byju Samuel (FEBC) $50;
Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $1,000, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$14,095; RM50
Church Building Fund $150 Total:
$465,287.60

Sunday School Offering: $289.00

Verse for the Week: He that walketh with
wise men shall be wise: but a companion of
fools shall be destroyed. Prov. 13:20

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of II
John, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class, and submit their Church
Membership Application Form and salvation
testimony.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 419 Fajar Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai
Mern Yee at 97932330.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12 and for Bro Henry Tan currently
undergoing radiotherapy and chemotherapy
treatment for 6 weeks.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 40
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Rev 21
Hymn No. 538
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 387
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Isa 45:7
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Providential Evil
Closing Hymn No. 7
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

TOWARDS THE NEW JERUSALEM
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo

“We’re a pilgrim band now headed for the
glory land of light. We are traveling through the
wilderness of night. We’ve a home that’s far
away beyond the heaven and the stars in the
New Jerusalem” (Timothy Tow). We often sing
this hymn to remind ourselves that we are but
temporary residents of this sin-cursed world, and
we wait patiently for the new world to come—a
new heaven and a new earth, and a new city
called the New Jerusalem.

In the second last chapter of the last book of
the Bible—the book of Revelation—we are
given a glimpse of the Holy City of the New
Jerusalem. In Revelation 21:2, the Apostle John
wrote, “And I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.”

Literal or Figurative?

Is the New Jerusalem a literal and physical

dwelling place of kingdom citizens in
the future, or is it a figurative
description of the Church, the Bride of
Christ? There is no question that the
Church is the Bride of Christ (Rev
21:9), and there is no problem viewing
the New Jerusalem as both the Bride
of Christ and the literal future city in
which the Bride of Christ shall dwell.
A city is no city without its
inhabitants. There are times when a
city refers not only to its location but
also to its citizens. For instance, the
popular national song, “We are
Singapore,” reflects well the thought
of Singaporeans being “Singapore.”

In John 14:2-3, Jesus told His
disciples, “In my Father’s house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself, that where I
am, there ye may be also.” In
Revelation 21, the Lord describes this
beautiful city with many mansions
that He has promised His people.

Its Brilliance and Beauty

The New Jerusalem will be
brilliant, reflecting the glory of God.
Its brilliance and beauty will be like
that of a jasper stone most durable
(v11). This tells us that this city will
last forever. It is also described as
“clear as crystal.” This means that it is
a perfectly pure city without any sin or
unbelief.

Presentation of Praise Item by Youth Choir
At the Sunday Worship Service on July 23, 2006



Its Shape and Size

The city is in a shape of a cube, it “lieth
foursquare” (v16). Its length, breadth and
height—are all equal, that is 12,000 furlongs
(1,400 miles) long, wide, and high. The
distance between New York and Los
Angeles (ie, between the East and West
coasts of USA) is about 3,000 miles. The
New Jerusalem is about half the width of the
United States, not forgetting that it is also as
high. Imagine how gigantic the New
Jerusalem would be.

Its Walls and Gates

How about the walls? Verse 12 says that
the walls are “great and high,” and verse 17
says it is 144 cubits, that is about 200 feet
thick. The walls are made of jasper so pure
that it is transparent, “like unto clear glass.”
The walls have 12 gates, three on each side,
and they are made from 12 pearls (v21).
Every gate is one pearl (imagine how big the
pearls must be!). The 12 gates bear the name
of the 12 tribes of Israel. Twelve angels, one
at each gate, will serve as sentinels, and the
gates will remain perpetually open.

Its Foundations

There are 12 foundations to the city (v14)
and they are made of 12 precious stones of
various colours (vv19-20): jasper (golden),
sapphire (blue), chalcedony (blue with
stripes of other colours), emerald (bright
green), sardonyx (red and white), sardius
(red), chrysolite (golden yellow), beryl
(turquoise), topaz (yellowish green),
chrysoprasus (green), jacinth (violet), and
amethyst (purple). The 12 foundations bear
the names of the 12 apostles of Jesus Christ.
What an honour is accorded to the 12
apostles who had been specially chosen by
the Lord to preach the gospel and write the
New Testament. They all suffered greatly for
the Lord and for the sake of His Truth.

Its Streets and Light

The city streets are made of 100% pure
gold and transparent like glass (v18). There

are no lamps to light the streets, for “the
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is
the light thereof” (v23). The city has no need
for the sun to give it light, for it has an
infinitely greater Light—the Son—not
sunlight but Sonlight. Jesus said, “I am the
light of the world: he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light
of life” (John 8:12).

The city needs no temple for “the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple
of it” (v22). In other words, the city is filled
with the very presence of God the Father and
God the Son. God is right there and then for
all eternity, and there is no need for anything
to house or represent Him.

Its Residents

All the residents of the New Jerusalem
are registered in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
To get into the Book of Life and be a citizen
of this Holy City, one must be born again,
born from heaven, born from above, born of
the Spirit (John 3:3-7). Is your name written
there?

***************

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:

Chapter 21

John 21:4-11

Fruitful Service Under Christ’s Direction

“But when the morning was now come,
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples
knew not it was Jesus” (v. 4). How often, in
our blind struggle, we are under the watchful
eyes of our Saviour, but we know not He
is there. When we are at the end of our
tether, then comes our Saviour to help. The
disciples were wet and cold with hunger but
the Lord had a hot meal waiting for them.
He knows our every need. He provides like a
mother her children before they ask.

But He had greater blessings in store for
them if they would follow His direction.
“Cast the net on the right side of the ship.”
This they did after they had failed, casting
on the wrong side! And what a catch, 153

great fishes. How “great” they were we’re
not told, but if they were 10 or 20 pounders,
an average of 15 pounds per fish, the reaping
of this fruitful service would exceed 2,000
pounds or over 1,000 kilos. At $3.00 per kilo
of fresh fish, the instant catch they made
would be worth over $3,000. How many
meals would $3,000 buy for the seven of
them?

When God so blesses the work of their
hands, the disciples also have their eyes
opened: “It is the Lord.” When God blesses
the work of our hands, our Church, do we
give glory to Him and say, “It is the Lord”?
And when we say this, it expresses our
gratitude to the Giver than our joy in the gift.
It consecrates us to ever more loving service
to Him, and not to our own whims and
fancies, our own strength and prowess.
Compare this chapter with Luke 5 in which
Peter, overwhelmed by the love and power
of his Lord, confessed his sins. His self
service was sinful being out of the Lord’s
direction, according to his own confession.
Should we not re-examine ourselves trying
to serve God in our wilful ways?

This is the third time that Jesus showed
himself to the disciples as a group, the first
two times being in Jerusalem, the first
Sunday evening, without Thomas, and the
second Sunday evening, with Thomas.

John 21:7, 8
Between Peter and John

J. C. Ryle comments: “We should
observe, for another thing, in these verses,
the different characters of different disciples
of Christ. Once more, on this deeply
interesting occasion, we see Peter and John
side by side in the same boat, and once
more, as at the sepulchre, we see these two
good men behaving in different ways. When
Jesus stood on the shore, in the dim twilight
of the morning, John was the first to
perceive who it was, and to say, “It is the
Lord;” but Peter was the first to spring into
the water and to struggle to get close to his

Master. In a word, John was the first to see;
but Peter was the first to act. John’s gentle
loving spirit was quickest to discern; but
Peter’s fiery, impulsive nature was quickest
to stir and move. And yet both were
believers, both were true-hearted disciples,
both loved the Lord in life, and were faithful
to Him unto death. But their natural
temperaments were not the same.

Let us never forget the practical lesson
before us. As long as we live, let us diligently
use it in forming our estimate of believers.
Let us not condemn others as graceless and
unconverted, because they do not see the path
of duty from our stand-point, or feel things
exactly as we feel them. “There are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit” (I Cor
xii 4). The gifts of God’s children are not
bestowed precisely in the same measure and
degree. Some have more of one gift, and
some have more of another. Some have gifts
which shine more in public, and some which
shine more in private. Some are more bright
in a passive life, and some are more bright in
an active one. Yet each and all the members
of God’s family, in their own way and in
their own season, bring glory to God. Martha
was “careful and troubled about much
serving,” when Mary “sat at the feet of Jesus
and heard His word.” Yet there came a day at
Bethany when Mary was crushed and
prostrated by overmuch sorrow, and Martha’s
faith shone more brightly than her sister’s.
(Luke x. 39; John xi. 20-28) Nevertheless
both were loved by our Lord. The one thing
needful is to have the grace of the Spirit and
to love Christ. Let us love all of whom this
can be said, though they may not see with our
eyes in everything. The Church of Christ
needs servants of all kinds, and instruments
of every sort; penknives as well as swords,
axes as well as hammers, chisels as well as
saws, Marthas as well as Marys, Peters as
well as Johns. Let our ruling maxim be this,
“Grace be with all them that love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity” (Eph. vi. 24).
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 7 – 13, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Aug 12, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Chosen Before the Foundation of the
World” by Sis Carol Lee. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat
(Aug 12, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Program: Bible Study
on Hebrews by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details,
please contact William Teo at 91831150.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: $10,741
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $270, $200,
$100; Hien $200; Iban Bibles $1,000; Well for
Africa (Philip Lagat) $400 (AF); Henry Tan
$1,000, $300; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC
Bookroom $333; FEBC Scholarship $3,500;
FEBC $2,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$20,144
Church Building Fund: $200 Total: $465,487.60

Sunday School Offering: $448.00

Verse for the Week: Evil pursueth sinners: but to
the righteous good shall be repayed. Prov. 13:21

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Aug
13, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12 and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing
radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that
is within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 8
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 33
Hymn Singapura
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 355
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text 1 Pet 2:9-17
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon A Holy Nation in a

Hostile World
(Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 348
Benediction Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Providential Evil
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the

True Life Church 10.30 am Service, Jul 30, 06)

Text: Isaiah 45:7
This world is filled with evil. There is

widespread destruction, disaster and
disease. There are all kinds of bad things
that cause suffering and death. Why
must there be volcanoes, earthquakes,
hurricanes, typhoons, tornadoes, tsunami,
drought and famine that cause destruction
to our properties and damage to our lives?
Why are there such incurable diseases like
cancer? Why must nations build weapons
of war and of mass destruction, and send
their sons into the battlefield to be killed?
Why do the wicked prosper and the poor
downtrodden? Do we question God? Do
we question His power? Do we question
His righteousness? Do we question His
goodness?

(Cont’d from previous page)
will. (Read The Clock of the Sevenfold Will of
God by the Rev Dr Timothy Tow for an
exposition of the unity, beauty, and harmony of
God’s sovereign and perfect will.) God created
heaven, but who created hell? If you know God’s
punitive will, you will have a ready answer.

Sometimes bad things happen in our lives,
and we begin to ask: “Is God punishing me or is
He testing me?” Yes, sometimes bad things
happen to us because of God’s chastitive will—
He is chastising us to cause us to repent of our
sins (eg, 1 Cor 11:30-32). Sometimes, bad things
happen to us because of His permissive will—He
wants to test us to see if we truly love Him or not
(example of Job, cf Deut 13:3).

Everyone wants to live well—to be rich, to be
healthy, to be happy, to have the sun always
shining, and sky always blue. But life is not like
that. We cannot escape from the sufferings that
come with this life. And when suffering comes,
do we get angry with God, and start to curse
Him? That was what Job’s wife told Job to do in
the midst of great suffering, “Curse God and die”
(Job 2:9). Job was a true believer and disciple of

Christ, and “said unto her, Thou speakest as one of
the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we
receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not
receive evil?” (Job 2:10). What a godly reply based
on good theology! “In all this did not Job sin with
his lips.” He was a man of great faith.

So when bad things happen to us, let us not
blame God, let us not blame others. Let us examine
ourselves: Have we sinned against God? If we have
sinned against God, we must confess our sins and
repent of our ways, and then He shall forgive and
restore us (Jas 5:15-16, 1 John 1:9). If it is not due
to any sin, then the Lord is testing us to see if we
would remain a faithful believer or become a
compromiser of the faith (Job 13:15).

When we look at the evil that is in this world,
we must not look at it from a worm’s eye view,
from man’s perspective, which sees only confusion,
conflict, and chaos. We must look at it from a
bird’s eye view, from God’s perspective, which
sees His purpose, power, and plan. May we not
forget that there is but one living and true God, and
Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of the world. The
God of the Bible is the Sovereign Creator and He is
in full control of the world and of our lives.



God says in Isaiah 45:7, “I form the light,
and create darkness: I make peace, and create
evil: I the LORD do all these things.” Just as
there are morally justifiable emotions like godly
jealousy, righteous anger, and holy hatred, there
is also such a thing as divine or providential evil.
The word “evil” often means wickedness and
depravity as found in Satan and sinners.
However, when the word is used with God, it no
longer contains its usual negative moral
connotation, but means “that which produces
unhappiness or calamity” (Chambers
Dictionary). The word “providence” speaks of
God’s command and control over the whole
world.

Why all such evil in this world? Where is
God in all this? In the midst of all the evil that
we see in this world, how can we have good and
holy thoughts about God and His works? In order
not to sin against God in our thoughts, our words,
and our deeds in the midst of a world that is
filled with evil, injustice, destruction, and
suffering, we need to have a right view of who
and what God is.

God is Only One and He is the Only Saviour
of the World

In Isaiah chapter 45, God makes it very clear
to His people that He is the ONLY living and
true God, and there are no other gods. God says
in verses 21 and 22, “There is no God else beside
me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none
beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is
none else.” God wants the world to know that
there is only one God and one Saviour. “For
there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5).
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

The existence of evil and sufferings in this
world should not make a person question God
but himself. Is the living and true God to be
blamed for all the evils and sufferings of this
world, or should the blame be on us, sinful and
rebellious human beings? Are not the evil and
sufferings that we face in this life due to our
sins? The truth is this: the world’s chaotic and

deadly condition is due to man’s sinfulness
and his constant rebellion against God and
His commandments. “For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God” (Rom
3:23). “For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Rom 6:23).

How did the world come to such a
wretched condition and sorry state? It all
began in the Garden, in Eden. In the
beginning, God made the whole world “very
good” (Gen 1:31). But Adam made it very
bad for he sinned against God by breaking
His commandment not to eat from the
forbidden tree (Gen 2:17). From the day
Adam sinned, the earth has been cursed along
with mankind. Life for man will no longer be
easy and pleasant but harsh and stressful for
God created the thorns and thistles to remind
man of his sin and the consequences of sin,
“cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return” (Gen 3:17-19). The
Psalmist tells us, “The days of our years are
threescore years and ten; and if by reason of
strength they be fourscore years, yet is their
strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut
off, and we fly away” (Ps 90:10).

Labour, sorrow, and death are our lot in
this life. We cannot blame God for all the
troubles of the world, and the problems in our
life. We need to blame ourselves! And we
cannot begin to understand why unless we
see ourselves as wretched, sinful creatures
deserving the wrath and judgement of God;
until we repent of our sins, kowtow to the one
living and true God, and confess Jesus Christ
as our Lord and Saviour. God allows all the
evils in this world so that we might be driven
to Him for our salvation. He has provided a
Saviour in His eternally and uniquely
begotten Son—the Lord Jesus Christ (John
3:16).

Are you born again? Are you saved? Do

you believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins,
and rose from the dead? Have you repented of
your sins and confessed Him as your Lord and
Saviour? If not, do so right now. Do not delay,
salvation is today! It is only when we have Jesus
Christ and His words in our hearts will we begin
to understand why there is evil in this world, and
why we need Him as our Saviour.
God is the Sovereign Creator and He is in Full

Control of the World
In Isaiah 45:7, we are told that God formed

the light and created the darkness. The word
“form” and “create” are from the Hebrew yatsar
and bara respectively. Both words are found in
Genesis. The word yatsar is used in Genesis 2:7,
“And the LORD God formed (yatsar) man of the
dust of the ground.” And the word bara is found
in the very first verse of Genesis, “In the
beginning God created (bara) the heaven and the
earth.”

What is God trying to say here? God is telling
us that He is the Creator of the whole world, and
the Controller of all that happens in this world.
He is the God of creation, and the God of
providence. He is the God of the past and He is
the God of the present—“the same yesterday,
and today, and for ever” (Heb 13:8). God proved
His sovereign and complete control over world
events when He gave a prophecy a hundred and
fifty years before it happened. Even before Cyrus
was born or became king, the Lord had already
predicted his birth and status. God was in control
of what Cyrus did, “whose right hand I have
held” God says (Isa 45:1). The right hand is the
hand of authority and power. Although Cyrus
wielded great power and authority, there is a
Power and Authority that is infinitely greater and
mightier than his. The invisible Hand of God
controls the hand of every earthly king. The great
Nebuchadnezzar himself had to learn a painful
lesson “that the most High ruleth in the kingdom
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will”
(Dan 4:32).

Romans 8:28 becomes especially meaningful
in the light of God’s special providence, “And we
know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.” Nothing happens by
chance, and everything will fall into place for the

good of His people who love Him. Isaiah 45:2-
4 tells of God’s special providential care upon
His people, His elect, “I will go before thee,
and make the crooked places straight: I will
break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in
sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the
treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of
secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the
LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the
God of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake,
and Israel mine elect.”

God says He created light and darkness,
peace and evil. We have no problem with God
creating light and darkness, day and night, for
this was what He did in Genesis 1:3-4, 15-18.
We have no problem with God making peace
(Phil 4:7). But what does it mean when God
says He creates evil? It is significant to note
that the word “evil” here, ra, has been
translated in a number of ways “sorrow,”
“wretchedness,” “adversity,” “afflictions,”
“calamities” (cf 1 Kings 17:20, Jer 25:29), but
never “sin.” It must be categorically stated that
God is holy and cannot sin (Lev 11:44-45, Heb
6:18). He is good and not evil (Ps 119:68,
145:9). He is not the author of sin and evil
temptations. James 1:13 says, “God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any
man.”

So what did God mean when He said, “I
create evil?” The explanation is found in the
pain the woman has to bear when giving birth
to a child (Gen 3:16), in the thorns and thistles
man has to face when cultivating the ground
(Gen 3:17-18), in the global flood that drowned
every living creature save those in the ark (Gen
6:17), in the conquest of Israel by her enemies
(Amos 3:1-6). God made and sent them all.

How do we explain the existence of harmful
germs (bacteria and viruses) and the many
diseases that plague our world today? Are they
the products of chance or evolution? No, they
come from God as a sign of His judgement on
this world which is full of sin. These are the
“evil” God sends to punish mankind or chastise
His people for their sins. The “evil” must be
understood in the light of God’s holiness and
justice, His punitive will and His permissive

(Cont’d on back page)



Vol. III No. 46 13 August 2006

TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am

30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205
Email: febc@pacific.net.sg; Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg

(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 14 – 20, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 2.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Young People’s Fellowship Cottage
Meeting will be held in the home of Dn Charles
Kan this Sat (Aug 19, 06). Time: 2.00 pm.
Address: Blk 18, Joo Seng Road, #08-163,
Singapore 360018. Transport will leave FEBC at
1.15 pm. For details, please contact Herbert at
94377715.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 276 Bangkit Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai Mern
Yee at 97932330.
Sunday School Teachers’ Lunch will be held
on Aug 20, 06 (Sun) at 12.45 pm. Venue: The
Legends Club Fort Canning Park.
Pray for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76
Room 12 and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing
radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$6,990; RM150
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Tanzania
Bible College $2,000, $1,000; Marilyn (Kuching)
$100 (LF); Hien (Brisbane) $100; Joshua Khoo
(Kuantan) $100, $100; Gospel Van (Baraka B-P
Church) $2,000, $1,000, $1,000, $300; YPF
Songbook Project $100; Barnabas Yap & family
$150; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC Students $200,
$100; FEBC Scholarship $450
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$15,990; RM150
Church Building Fund $100 Total: $465,587.60

Sunday School Offering: S$471; RM10

Verse for the Week: A good man leaveth an
inheritance to his children’s children: and the
wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just. Prov.
13:22

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
There will be a 3rd Anniversary Lunch held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant,
RELC, Oct 1, 06, 12.30 pm. The subsidised
rate for members is $15 per person including
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for
children buffet (age 11 years and under). For
non-members, it is $22. Come and praise the
Lord on this happy occasion.
We extend our deepest condolences to Mr
Clement Chew on the home-going of his
grandmother, Mdm Lock Yoke Kuai, on Aug
8, 06. Vigil Service was conducted by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo on Aug 10, 06.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 88
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps 54
Psalm No. 206
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 353
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Col 3:22-25
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Serving the Lord

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 408

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

A Holy Nation in a Hostile World
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True

Life Church 10.30 am Service, Aug 6, 06)
Text: I Peter 2:9-17

August 9th is Singapore’s National Day. God
has showered our nation with His grace, mercy and
peace. I believe God has blessed Singapore with
prosperity and peace so that we might have the
means and resources to do good. With the peace
and prosperity that Singapore enjoys, the Church
can do much good by helping people make peace
with God and find their way to heaven.

What does God want the Church to be in this
lost and sinful world? In 1 Peter 2:9-17 we are told
that God wants us to be:

Witnesses (2:9-10)
The Apostle Peter described the Church as “a

chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people” (1 Pet 2:9). These
names were given not only to the Church but also
Israel. In fact, God gave these names to Israel first.
In Exodus 19:6 and Deuteronomy 7:6, Israel is

called a “chosen,” “royal,” “holy,” and
“peculiar” nation and priesthood of
believers. God ordained Israel to be His
evangelist in the Old Testament. The
Lord told Israel in Isaiah 43:10-12, “Ye
are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and
my servant whom I have chosen: that ye
may know and believe me, and
understand that I am he: before me there
was no God formed, neither shall there
be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and
beside me there is no saviour. I have
declared, and have saved, and I have
shewed, when there was no strange god
among you: therefore ye are my
witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am
God.”

Israel was the Old Testament
evangelist, testifying to the Gentiles that
the only living and true God is the
invisible God of Israel—Jehovah
Himself. This privilege of missions and
evangelism is now given to the New
Testament Church “to show forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.” The
Church is the New Testament evangelist
witnessing not only to the Gentiles but
also to the Jews that the only Saviour of
the world is Jesus Christ—the Son of
God Himself (John 6:68-69). So there
are Messianic Jews today. One day when
Christ returns there will be a great
revival in Israel, and Israel shall be a
great nation once again to the glory of
God (Rom 11:1-27).

God will not leave the world without
a witness to His power and grace. He has
made the Church the bearer of His light
of truth and life. Israel witnessed theFamily Worship cum Prayer Meeting at the home of Mr and Mrs Edward Wong, Aug 4, 06



power and grace of God by remaining true to
God in the land of promise (Isa 43:10-12). The
Church, on the other hand, bears witness by
going out into the world of sin to preach the
power and grace of God in Jesus Christ (Matt
28:18-20, Acts 1:8).

True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church is
involved in missions and evangelism. Locally,
we are supporting the Far Eastern Bible
College to train pastors and missionaries for
the worldwide harvest fields. We also have the
Evangelistic Band and fellowship members
distributing gospel tracts monthly. We are
supporting mission stations in Bethlehem
(church), Brisbane (church), Kemaman
(church), Kuantan (kindergarten and church),
Myanmar (orphanage and churches), Kenya
and Tanzania (Bible Colleges). The Lord is
opening doors in Sarawak, and $1,000 has
been designated for the purchase of Iban
Bibles. While we have time, before the Lord
returns, let us do good by sowing the gospel
seed in as many lands as possible. We must
print more tracts and more books. Scroll
calendars for the year 2007 with Bible verses
will be out soon. Make sure you buy some to
give away to friends and relatives, and
welcome them to church. A new gospel
bookmark will be out soon. FEBC will be
holding a Gospel rally on September 16 in this
auditorium. Let us take this golden opportunity
to invite our friends and relatives to come and
hear the gospel. Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew will
be the Lord’s messenger.

Pilgrims (2:11-17)
As Christians, we are but “strangers and

pilgrims” in this world. I remember when I
went to the USA in 1989 for further
theological studies, I was welcomed into
America as an “alien” and not a “citizen.”
Although it was not very nice to be seen as an
alien, yet it was a good reminder that USA was
not my home, Singapore was. I love my
country, and when I was in America, I always
referred to Singapore as my home, and told my
American friends that I had every intention of
returning home after my studies. The familiar
song young people usually sing, “This world is
not my home, I’m just a passing through”

expresses this “alien” thought well. We are not
PRs, only TRs—Temporary Residents.

As “strangers and pilgrims,” let us
“abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against
the soul” (v11). Our treasures are not here on
this earth, but above in heaven. “The friendship
of the world is enmity with God” (Jas 4:4). Let
us practise separation in our lives by keeping
ourselves from everything and anything in this
world that would hinder us from putting Christ
first in our lives. 1 John 2:15-17 says, “Love
not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the
will of God abideth for ever.”

All of us know in the innermost recesses of
our heart that it is not the material but the
spiritual that satisfies, that brings true joy and
peace in life. John Rockefeller for instance said,
“I have made many millions, but they have
brought me no happiness.” Andrew Carnegie,
another multi-millionaire, said, “Millionaires
seldom smile.”

What is happiness? Happiness is to know
the Saviour—Jesus Christ. Happiness is
godliness with contentment. The Bible says,
“But godliness with contentment is great gain.
For we brought nothing into this world, and it
is certain we can carry nothing out. And having
food and raiment let us be therewith content.
But they that will be rich fall into temptation
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition. For the love of money is the root of
all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows (1 Tim
6:6-10).

When we have made peace with God and
He blesses us with His peace that surpasses all
understanding, we will know how to conduct
ourselves in a holy manner in a hostile
environment. In verse 12, Peter encouraged the
believers to endure the slander from
unbelieving pagans who have wrongly accused

them of evil deeds. It is possible that Peter wrote
this epistle during the time when Nero
persecuted the Church in AD 64. Nero put the
blame on the Church for the burning of Rome,
and put many Christians to death.

Peter urged the believers to do good to those
who do them evil. Jesus taught, “love ye your
enemies, and do good, … and your reward shall
be great, and ye shall be the children of the
Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and
to the evil” (Luke 6:35). Jesus also said, “Ye
have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I
say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; That ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven” (Matt 5:43-45).
Our faithful, godly life shall put to shame and to
silence the faithless and ungodly on the day of
the judgement of the great white throne. If
believers obeyed Christ’s command, their
accusers would have to glorify God on the day
of judgement. Yes, as Christians, we do not care
for our own vindication but God’s glorification.
As His children, we want Him alone to receive
all the glory and honour in and through our lives.

Therefore, let us not fight evil with evil, but
fight evil with good. Paul says in Romans 12:17-
21, “Recompense to no man evil for evil.
Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it
be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath:
for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with
good.”

Christians are commanded to submit to every
human authority. The Christian’s duty to the
government and to government officials is
clearly taught in Romans 13:1-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-
2, and Titus 3:1-2. Note that the Lord’s
command to Christians to submit to their state
applies to both good and bad governments. In
the days of Peter, the Roman government was
not good. In fact under Nero, it was evil.

Nevertheless, Peter told the believers to submit
to the authority of the government. We do this
not because an evil government is worthy of
submission, but because it is God’s
commandment and as believers we desire to
obey God.

We thank the Lord that in Singapore we
have a just and clean government. Our
government is doing its level best “to build a
democratic society, based on justice and
equality, so as to achieve happiness, prosperity,
and progress for our nation.” We ought to pray
for our nation, we ought to pray for our leaders.
Pray that we might continue to have the
freedom to believe and practise our faith with a
good conscience before God.

What if the government one day makes it
illegal for Christians to believe and practise
their faith? God forbid that this should happen,
but if it does, the choice is clear, we must obey
God rather than man, even if it means
imprisonment and execution. When told by the
Sanhedrin never again to preach Christ, Peter
made it very clear that he ought to obey God
rather than men (Acts 5:29). Peter and his
fellow apostles were unjustly flogged by the
authorities, but did they retaliate in kind or
resort to violence? Not at all! The Lord rebuked
Peter when he used the sword in the name of
religion: “Put up again thy sword into his
place: for all they that take the sword shall
perish with the sword” (Matt 26:52).

On non-spiritual or civil matters, the
government has full jurisdiction. We must pay
our taxes dutifully, whether GST, COE or ERP.
Jesus commanded, “Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto
God the things that are God’s” (Matt 22:21 cf
Matt 17:24-27, Rom 13:6-7). Let us not neglect
to give our tithes and offerings to God as well.

“Honour all men (because they are made in
the image of God). Love the brotherhood (those
who are in the family of Christ). Fear God (for
He is our Lord and our Saviour). Honour the
king (because he is appointed by God, and it is
God’s command that we do so).”

God bless Singapore! Have a happy
National Day!
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 21 – 27, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class

10.30 am Worship (Rev Koa Keng Woo)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Sunday School Teachers’ Lunch will be held
today at 12.45 pm. Venue: The Legends Club
Fort Canning Park, Ballroom 3 (Take Carpark
lift to Level 1).
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat
(Aug 26, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Aug 26, 06) at 5.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Clement Tan’s home at 5 Derbyshire
Road, #08-07 Derby Court, Singapore 309461.
Tel: 62523875. Message: “Lust of the Flesh” by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please contact
Edward at 93887328.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength,
for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76 Room
12 and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing
radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,045; RM51
Designated Offerings: Gospel Van $150;
YPF Songbook Project $200; Wendy Teng
$400; FEBC $330, $280, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$11,605; RM51
Church Building Fund $2,000, $1,000, $200,
$100 Total: $468,887.60

Sunday School Offering: $362.00

Verse for the Week: Much food is in the
tillage of the poor: but there is that is
destroyed for want of judgment. Prov. 13:23

The Adults’ Sunday School Class on 1 Peter
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo will commence next
Sunday (Aug 27, 06), 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All
are welcome.
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon
(Aug 27, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details,
please contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Tan Tong Hai
on Sep 1, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: 151
Duchess Avenue, Singapore 269172. Tel:
64646681.
There will be a 3rd Anniversary Lunch held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant,
RELC, Oct 1, 06, 12.30 pm. The subsidised
rate for members and regular worshippers is
$15 per person including children who sit at
the big tables and $5 for children buffet (age
11 years and under). For non-members, it is
$22. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 73
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 319
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Matt 16:21-28
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Get Thee Behind Me Satan

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 401
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Faith versus Foolishness
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the Calvary

Pandan B-P Church 10.30 am Service, Aug 13, 06)

Text: I Samuel 14

What is faith and what is foolishness? Faith is
simply taking God at His Word. “God says it, that
settles it, I believe it.” God’s Word says, “So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Rom 10:17); “But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb
11:6). What then is foolishness? Foolishness is the
denial of God and His existence, and not believing
in what the Bible says: “The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God” (Ps 14:1). Jesus says the
fool is the one who is “slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken” (Luke 24:25).

In 1 Samuel 14, we find King Saul and his son
Jonathan who by their examples show us what is
faith and what is foolishness.

Foolishness of Saul

King Saul was by this time a God-
forsaken man. He had earlier disobeyed
God and His Word. The prophet Samuel
instructed Saul to wait for him in
Gilgal. There Samuel would offer a
burnt offering unto the Lord (1 Sam
10:8, 13:12). Now, Samuel was late in
arriving at Gilgal. The Lord caused
Samuel to arrive late so as to test Saul,
to see whether he would obey all His
words as given by His prophet.

Saul failed the test. He did not wait
for Samuel but went ahead to offer the
sacrifice which the Lord had not
appointed him to do. That was why
Samuel rebuked Saul severely, “And
Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done
foolishly: thou hast not kept the
commandment of the LORD thy God,
which he commanded thee: for now
would the LORD have established thy
kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now
thy kingdom shall not continue: the
LORD hath sought him a man after his
own heart, and the LORD hath
commanded him to be captain over his
people, because thou hast not kept that
which the LORD commanded thee” (1
Sam 13:13-14). Saul was unrepentant
even after Samuel had rebuked him, for
later in Gilgal again, he disobeyed
God’s Word, which led Samuel to cut
himself off from Saul with these words,
“Hath the LORD as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. For

(Cont’d from previous page)
for He has promised to “cut off all flattering
lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud
things: Who have said, With our tongue will
we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord
over us? For the oppression of the poor, for
the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith
the LORD; I will set him in safety from him
that puffeth at him. The words of the LORD
are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep
them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from

this generation for ever” (Ps 12:3-7).
Be like Jonathan and behave wisely,

trusting in the Lord and not in the arm of
flesh. Hear the words of the Lord, “Be
strong and courageous, be not afraid nor
dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all
the multitude that is with him: for there be
more with us than with him: With him is an
arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our
God to help us, and to fight our battles” (2
Chron 32:6-8). Faith is the victory!

**********



rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because thou hast rejected the word of the
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being
king” (1 Sam 15:22-23).

Dear friends, do we take God’s Word
seriously or do we take it lightly? Are we
quick to believe the Scriptures or are we
always doubting, questioning and faulting
what the Scriptures say? Do we place
ourselves above the Scriptures or under the
Scriptures? Are we a hearer or a doer of God’s
Word? The test of our spirituality, whether we
love the Lord or not is not in how much money
we give in our tithes and offerings, nor how
much time we spend in service, how many
meetings we attend in church. Such are no
doubt important and part and parcel of the
Christian life, but God is looking first and
foremost at the heart. Do we have a heart of
love and obedience? “Behold to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of
rams” (1 Sam 15:22). Jesus told His disciples,
“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John
14:15).

God told Saul that He was with him, and to
wait for Samuel at Gilgal for further
instructions (1 Sam 10:7-8). But faithlessness
was precisely the foolishness of Saul. When
Samuel did not turn up on time, he began to
doubt the Lord: “Maybe God made a mistake,
maybe God is not in control.” In an attempt at
self-protection, he yielded to temptation by
taking his eyes off God, and allowed the
people and the circumstances to dictate his
actions. Look at the excuse he gave to Samuel:
“Because I saw that the people were scattered
from me, and that thou camest not within the
days appointed, and that the Philistines
gathered themselves together at Michmash;
Therefore said I, The Philistines will come
down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not
made supplication unto the LORD: I forced
myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering”
(1 Sam 13:11-12). In other words, “God made
a mistake, and I have to help God correct His
mistake.” No, God makes no mistakes. God’s
Word is always true: “let God be true, but
every man a liar” (Rom 3:4).

Many a time, we are put to the test. When
people and circumstances go against us, will we
doubt God, will we deny the truth, will we
compromise the faith? It is a real test. Are you
tested in this way? At work or in school, you
want to walk in the narrow way of Christ, and
do that which is pleasing in His sight in
obedience to His Word, but your godly conduct
does not agree with the sinful ways of this
wicked world and those of your unbelieving
colleagues or classmates, and you are ridiculed,
maligned, and persecuted. Will you
compromise your faith in Christ, and love for
God and His Word? Will you only follow
Christ when times are good, but when times are
bad, you forsake Him? When a robber points a
knife at you and say, “Money or life?” how will
you respond? You will be wise to choose life.
But when Satan threatens you with “Life or
Christ?” what will you do? Will you act
foolishly or faithfully? He is no fool who
replies, “Take my life, I cannot deny my
Christ.” Jesus commands, “be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life”
(Rev 2:10).

Faith of Jonathan
The Philistines had gathered together to

fight Israel, and they had a formidable army. In
1 Samuel 13:5, we are told of their military
might, “And the Philistines gathered
themselves together to fight with Israel, thirty
thousand chariots, and six thousand horsemen,
and people as the sand which is on the sea
shore in multitude.” How about Israel? What
was their military strength like? In 1 Samuel
13:2, we are told that Saul had 3000 men. But
after Saul’s foolish disobedience, the number
was reduced to 600 (1 Sam 13:15). Numerically
speaking, Israel was hopelessly outnumbered.
Moreover, in terms of weapons, Israel was
short in supply. 1 Samuel 13:22 tells us, “So it
came to pass in the day of battle, that there was
neither sword nor spear found in the hand of
any of the people that were with Saul and
Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his
son was there found.”

Despite the odds, Jonathan took a step of
faith to fight the Philistines. In 1 Samuel 14:6
he said to his young armour bearer, “Come, and

let us go over unto the garrison of these
uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will
work for us: for there is no restraint to the
LORD to save by many or by few.” The faithful
will look not to man but to God. Psalm 20:7
says, “Some trust in chariots, and some in
horses: but we will remember the name of the
LORD our God.” The carnal and worldly man
will trust in chariots and in horses, but the godly
and faithful will trust in the Almighty God and
His powerful Word. The Lord pronounces a
curse on those who would trust in the might of
the ungodly, and the power of the world: “Woe
to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay
on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are
many; and in horsemen, because they are very
strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of
Israel, neither seek the LORD!” (Isa 31:1).

Jonathan’s decision to go into the camp of
the Philistines was done without his father’s
knowledge (1 Sam 14:1). By so doing, Jonathan
acted wisely for his father had already shown
himself to be an unspiritual and foolish man, and
would certainly have prevented him from taking
this step of faith. If we want to seek advice or
counsel, seek it from spiritual men who are filled
with the Spirit and with the Word of God, and
not from carnal men who are filled with the
philosophies and methods of this world. It is the
spiritual man and not the worldly man that has
the mind of Christ, and is able to discern God’s
will. The spiritual man will lead you to Christ,
and guide you to seek His will through His
Word.

Jonathan’s decision to go into the camp of
the Philistines was truly a step of faith because
he had no army. Jonathan had only his armour
bearer. But even if we are alone, or are in the
minority, does that mean we are defeated? The
answer from Romans 8:31 is no, “What shall we
then say to these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us?” One with God is majority.
Jonathan understood this well. He knew his
theology. He knew His God. Joshua 23:8 says,
“One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the
LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as
he hath promised you.” Deuteronomy 32:30
says, “one [would] chase a thousand, and two
put ten thousand to flight.”

Jonathan had nothing to fear if God was
with him. Jonathan was careful to seek the
Lord’s will. He sought a sign from the Lord
whether to attack the Philistines or not. In 1
Samuel 14:8-10, we see Jonathan seeking the
directive will of God, “Then said Jonathan,
Behold, we will pass over unto these men, and
we will discover ourselves unto them. If they
say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you;
then we will stand still in our place, and will
not go up unto them. But if they say thus, Come
up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD
hath delivered them into our hand: and this
shall be a sign unto us.” Proverbs 3:5-6 says,
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths.” The Lord who controls the hearts
and tongues of men gave to Jonathan the sign
he sought, and Jonathan and his armour bearer
slew an army 10 times their size. The victory
was so resounding that it scared the Philistines,
“there was trembling in the host, in the field,
and among all the people: the garrison, and the
spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth
quaked: so it was a very great trembling” (1
Sam 14:15). The Philistines panicked and
became confused. They “melted away, and they
went on beating down one another” (1 Sam
14:16). All this was due to the power of God.
The Philistines could see that the supernatural
presence of God was with Jonathan and his
armour bearer. Who can fight God? No one can
fight against God and win!

Dear friends, are you threatened and
troubled by wicked men who are using their
fleshly arsenal of wealth, power, intelligence,
and influence to oppress and persecute you?
Jesus has these words of comfort, “Blessed are
they which are persecuted for righteousness’
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and
be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you” (Matt 5:10-12).

Let us always seek the Lord’s protection,
(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 28 – Sep 3, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class
10.30 am Worship (Rev Ronny Khoo)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Tan Tong Hai
this Fri (Sep 1, 06) at 8 pm. Address: 151
Duchess Avenue, Singapore 269172. Tel:
64646681.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Sep 2, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “What is a Good Steward?” by Dn Tan
Beng Lee. For details, please contact Herbert at
94377715.

There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 254 Bangkit Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai Mern
Yee at 97932330.

Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength,
for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76 Room
12 and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing
radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,012
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow S$202, S$200;
Tanzania Bible College S$2,000, S$2,000; Iban
Bibles S$200; Lam Mung S$50; Byju (FEBC)
S$50; Nelson (FEBC) S$50; Thadeaus (FEBC)
S$50; Jose (FEBC) S$50; Lotha (FEBC) S$50;
Rev Koa RM2,000; FEBC S$500, RM10,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$15,414; RM12,000
Church Building Fund $100 Total: $468,987.60

Sunday School Offering: $436.00

Verse for the Week: He that spareth his rod
hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth
him betimes. Prov. 13:24

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
The Sunday School Lessons are taped and
available for free download at our website at
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am.
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class.
There will be a 3rd Anniversary Lunch held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant,
RELC, Oct 1, 06, 12.30 pm. The subsidised
rate for members and regular worshippers is
$15 per person including children who sit at
the big tables and $5 for children buffet (age
11 years and under). For non-members, it is
$22. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.
Christian Art Calendars 2007 available for
free distribution at the Book Table.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 61
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 51
Hymn No. 306
Announcements
Special Number Mrs Koa
Offering & Hymn No. 309
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Ps. 27:4
Sermon What Are You Seeking?

(Rev Koa Keng Woo)
Closing Hymn No. 335
Benediction Rev Koa Keng Woo

Still Pressing On?
By Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo

“Pressing on” describes the basic thrust of
Paul’s epistle to the Philippians. In every chapter,
there is a verse or two of exhortation to push ahead
in the Christian faith. Consider the following
verses: (1) 1:12, “But I would ye should
understand, brethren, that the things which
happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance (prokopen, from prokopto, “to drive
forward”) of the gospel;” (2) 1:27, “that ye stand
fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together
(sunathleo, “to contend together with,” “to exert
oneself with”) for the faith of the gospel;” (3) 2:12,
“work out (katergazomai, “to carry out a task until
it is finished”) your own salvation with fear and
trembling; (4) 2:16, “Holding forth (epecho, “to
hold onto tightly”) the word of life; that I may
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in
vain, neither laboured in vain;” (5) 3:14, “I press
(dioko, “to pursue relentlessly”) toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus;” and (6) 4:9, “Those things, which ye have

both learned, and received, and heard,
and seen in me, do (prasso, “to practise
repeatedly, continually, habitually”):
and the God of peace shall be with
you.”

Paul’s tone expresses urgency. Time
is not on our side. Death can come at
any moment. Christ is coming back
very soon. There is thus no time to
waste. Paul exhibited the work ethic of
Christ, “I must work the works of him
that sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work” (John
9:4).

Pressing On in Preaching the Gospel
Paul wrote his epistle to the

Philippians in prison. Although Paul
was chained up, the gospel was not.
God had allowed Paul to be imprisoned
so that the gospel could reach even the
heart of the Roman Empire (Acts
23:11)—even the “palace” (Phil 1:13).
The “palace” here refers to the
praetorian guards. These were the
imperial guards stationed in Caesar’s
palace. They were an elite troop
(equivalent to our commandos), 10,000
strong, and highly trained. Roman
citizens who appealed to Caesar for trial
would be guarded by them (cf Acts
22:25-29; 25:10-12).

Paul did not feel sorry for himself
when he was imprisoned. He
understood the will of God. He
preached the gospel to those imperial
soldiers who took turns to watch over
him. Not only was the gospel preached
to the praetorian guards, but also to the
Jewish community in Rome (Acts
28:17-24), and we know that at leastIndonesian Bible Study



one Gentile—Onesimus—was saved during
Paul’s imprisonment (Philem 10).

Paul set an example. His imprisonment for
the sake of Christ and His Word had instilled
courage in many Roman Christians to
evangelise openly. Instead of going into
hiding, the believers did the exact opposite.
This open show of courage was not some
fleeting enthusiasm; they kept on speaking the
Word publicly without fear.

Pressing On in Defending the Faith

As the Roman army conquered the world
as a united force, so should the Christian
church steadfastly battle against her enemies
with one spirit and one mind. Paul enjoined all
Christians to unite in thought and action. It
goes without saying that Christian unity must
find its basis on the Truth of God’s Word.
Christians are to contend hand in hand for “the
faith of the gospel” (Phil 1: 27 cf Jude 3). This
“faith” is the objective faith (ie the Christian
Faith as found in the forever infallible and
inerrant Word of God). Unity is strength. The
Church would be much more effective in
proclaiming the gospel and defending the faith
if they did so as a united army of Christ
grounded on His Truth.

Paul encouraged the believers not to be
afraid of their enemies. Their foes are defeated
foes. In Christ victory is already won. The
holy courage displayed by believers in the
midst of suffering and persecution proves their
truly regenerate state. Their enemies may kill
the body, but they cannot kill the soul. God
will one day resurrect the bodies of the saints.
The enemies of Christ appear victorious, but
their victory is indeed hollow. Their rebellion
against Christ points to their ultimate
destruction by His hands on the day of
judgement. Knowing that the victory is already
won, let us then press on to “earnestly contend
for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints” (Jude 3).

Pressing On in Living a Christlike Life

Paul wanted to know experientially the
resurrection power of Christ (Phil 3:10). The
power of Christ’s resurrection operates in
every believer’s life presently. It is the power

that enables the believer to “walk in the
newness of life” (Rom 6:4). This same power
that changes believers spiritually to be more like
Christ will one day change them physically
when they receive their glorified bodies at
the time of the rapture/resurrection. This
resurrection power, Christ obtained for His
saints through His life sufferings (ie, His active
obedience, see Gal 4:4-5), and by His sacrificial
death (ie, His passive obedience). Christ lived,
died, and lived again to save His people from
their sins. Christ is the all-sufficient Saviour. So
to obtain the life that is eternal and abundant, a
man must both die to self (Rom 6:4-11) and die
with Christ (Gal 2:20, Col 2:20). He cannot
trust himself nor anyone else, but Christ alone.

In Philippians 3:11-16, Paul spoke of his
constant struggle to glorify Christ in his life.
The Christian life is something that must be
“worked out” until the day of resurrection (Phil
2:12). The believer has not yet attained
perfection but must always strive towards it. In
the Christian struggle towards perfection, divine
sovereignty and human responsibility are at
work. This is the teaching of the 5th point of
Calvinism—the perseverance and preservation
of the saints. The believer perseveres in his faith
because God preserves him right till the end. As
Calvin said, “Paul was apprehended by Christ
that he might apprehend Christ; that is, that he
did nothing save by Christ’s influence and
guidance” (Phil 3:12-13).

Though pilgrims on earth, we should live
like citizens of heaven. If Christians possess a
heavenly citizenship, then they should bear a
heavenly and not earthly conduct. As the song
goes, “This world is not my home; I’m just a
passing through” (cf Heb 11:13, 1 Pet 2:11).
Christians as heavenly citizens should model
their conduct after their heavenly King—the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Pressing On in Building Strong Relationships

Paul exhorted the brethren to stand firm in
the Lord (Phil 4:1). Standing firm in Christ
involves having “the same mind in the Lord”
(Phil 4:2). Paul pleaded with two sisters—
Euodias (meaning “prosperous journey”) and
Syntyche (meaning “fortunate”)—to be

likeminded. These two ladies had assisted Paul
in the gospel ministry (Phil 4:3). Probably,
they had been good friends and partners, and
extremely effective as a pair in doing God’s
work. Evidently, they were now angry at each
other for reasons not revealed. It appears that
the problem had nothing to do with doctrine. If
it were doctrine, Paul would have addressed
and corrected it. It probably has to do with
attitude. For some personal reason, they were
not on speaking terms. Perhaps they disagreed
strongly with each other on how certain things
ought to be done. So Paul urged them literally
“to think the same thing in the Lord”—which
was the same injunction previously given in
3:16 (see also Phil 1:27, 28; 2:2-4; 2:14-16;
3:1). In light of their eternal salvation, Paul
exhorted all Christians to be doubly happy in
the Lord. “Rejoice in the Lord always: and
again I say, Rejoice” (Phil 4:4). Perhaps Paul
used the word “rejoice” twice as a direct
application to Euodias and Syntyche. A
grouchy spirit does not help a sour
relationship. But a merry heart can be
therapeutic. Proverbs 17:22 says, “A merry
heart doeth good like a medicine.” Surely if
only Euodias and Syntyche can start to smile at
each other, their relationship would improve.

Pressing on for Christ is an uphill task. It
demands great discipline, devotion, and
determination. Let us not fall back, but press
on. Remember, the mountain is already
conquered, and the race is already won by the
Author and Finisher of our Faith—the Captain
of our Salvation—the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself. He is our Reason to press on. Let us
therefore press on for Jesus and for His glory.
God bless you all!

***************

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:
Chapter 21

John 21:15-17
Between Jesus and Peter

Many commentators say that the reason
why Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves
Him is in his three denials. And the reason why
Jesus wants an answer to each question is to
find out how much Peter loves his Lord.

James Stalker in Christian World Pulpit
mentions three “storeys” of Peter’s love for the
Saviour. In the house of Life of each of us
there are three storeys – the basement, the
middle storey, the top floor.

The basement represents our feelings.
There are in us many feelings of very different
kinds that all pass by the general name of love.
Among all the kinds of love that your heart has
known, has love to Christ been one?

From the basement, Christ comes up the
middle storey which is Intelligence. He wants
our choice of Him to spring not only from
emotion, but from judgement as well.
Knowledge deepens our love of Christ. It
increases our gratitude to Him.

From the middle storey of Intellect He
ascends the top floor of Will. Now there are
two types of love in this world, the love that
receives and the love that gives. The love that
receives absorbs its object and enjoys it. The
love that gives is absorbed in its object and
forgets itself. Our love to Christ must be
submitted to the test. Does our love to Christ
entail disadvantage and self-denial? If we love
Him are we willing to take up the cross and
follow Him? To be nothing that He may be All
in all?

Why does our Lord demand such love?
Because He first loved us, to the extent of
dying on the cross for our sins. The utmost
demand from our Lord on Peter reflects Jesus’
greater love for him, and for us. And if we
truly love Him, we must feed His lambs and
sheep as He commands. If we love Him, we
must serve Him in His Church. J. C. Ryle:
“True love to Christ is chiefly to be seen in
usefulness to others, in doing as Christ did, in
walking in His steps, in labouring to do good in
this bad world. He that talks of loving Christ,
and idles through life, never trying to do good
to others, is deceiving himself, and will find at
length that he had better never been born.”

Jesus calls us: by Thy mercies,
Saviour, may we hear Thy call,
Give our hearts to Thy obedience,
Serve and love Thee best of all.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Sep 4 – 10, 2006) 

MON – FRI FEBC Mid-Term Break 
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship   
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  Catechism Class 
  10.30 am    Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Tan Kian Sing) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study  
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed (Sep 6, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, 
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message: 
“God’s Sovereignty, Man’s Responsibility” by 
Rev Tan Kian Sing. All are welcome. For 
enquiries, please contact Judith at 96729973. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Sep 9, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr 
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “God’s Plan for the Jews” by Rev Wee 
Eng Moh. For details, please contact Herbert at 
94377715. 
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the 
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat 
(Sep 9, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835 
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Message: “Mary of 
Bethany” by Rev Ronny Khoo. For details, 
please contact William Teo at 91831150. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Sep 
10, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please 
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 97932330.  
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $8,791.00 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; Rev 
Jeffrey Khoo $150; Rev Ronny Khoo $200; 
Gospel Van $2,000; Hien (Brisbane) $200; 
Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $200; Suresh $400, 
$100; Elibariki $45; Dennis Kabingue (FEBC) 
$100; Wendy Teng $300, $200; 3rd Anniversary 
Lunch $170; FEBC $1,000, $1,000 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$15,256 
Church Building Fund – Total: $468,987.60 
Sunday School Offering: $274.00 
Verse for the Week: The righteous eateth to the 
satisfying of his soul: but the belly of the wicked 
shall want. Prov. 13:25 
Infant Baptism at Church Anniversary, Oct 
1, 06. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng 
(Tel: 62541287/94754067). 
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is 
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am. 
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith 
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the 
Catechism Class. 
There will be a 3rd Anniversary Lunch held 
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, 
RELC, Oct 1, 06, 12.30 pm. The subsidised 
rate for members and regular worshippers is 
$15 per person including children who sit at 
the big tables and $5 for children buffet (age 
11 years and under). For non-members, it is 
$22. Come and praise the Lord on this happy 
occasion. 
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio 
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn 
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA 
crew. 
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength, 
for Elder Mahadevan at NUH Ward 76 
Room 12 and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing 
radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment.  

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Opening Hymn No.   34                                
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.   24  
Hymn No. 182 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No.   99 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Scripture Text II Thess 2 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Ronny Khoo 
Sermon                             The Antichrist and the 
   One World Empire 
   (Rev Ronny Khoo) 
Closing Hymn  No. 384 
Benediction  Rev Ronny Khoo 

Antichrist and Lawlessness 
By Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo 

The Lord Jesus Christ is coming back real soon. 
The “mystery of iniquity” is already at work (2 
Thess 2:7). “The day of Christ is at hand” (2 Thess 
2:2). What must happen before Christ returns?  

Coming of the Antichrist 
From 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 we discover that 

the Second Coming of Christ will be preceded by 
the coming of the Antichrist. The word “coming” 
(Greek: parousia) occurs twice in these 12 verses: 
the first time in verse 1: “the parousia of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” and the second in verse 9 which talks 
about the parousia of the Wicked one (cf v8). 
Great Apostasy 

Before Christ returns, there will be “a falling 
away first” (v3). The words “falling away” come 
from the Greek apostasia (literally, “to stand away 
from”). It speaks of a rebellion against the 
Standard, the Truth, the Law, or the Word of God.  

Now, who are the rebels, and against whom or 

what are they rebelling? Jesus reveals
who they are in Matthew 24:10-13,
“And then shall many be offended, and
shall betray one another, and shall hate
one another. And many false prophets
shall rise, and shall deceive many. And
because iniquity shall abound, the love
of many shall wax cold. But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.” In other words, those
who fall away are those who call
themselves “Christian.” By and large,
the visible church in the last days will
forsake the Faith. These people who
profess to be Christians were never
regenerated in the first place. They did
not have true faith. 

Who are they? Well, they would be
those who say: “I believe that Jesus
Christ can bring me to heaven, but I
also believe that I can get to heaven if I
believe in other gods.” “I believe in
Jesus Christ, but he is only a man, not
God.” “I am a Christian, but I am also
homosexual.” “I am a Bible professor
but I am happily agnostic as well.” Paul
describes them in verse 10: “they
received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved;” and verse 12:
“they believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
Blinding Delusion 

This apostasy begets judgment.
God’s wrath will be poured out. And
since they stubbornly and repeatedly
chose to reject God’s Truth, God gives
them up (1) to uncleanness, (2) to
vile affections, and (3) to a reprobate
mind (Rom 1:24-28). This is judicial
hardening or blinding.   

Come ye disconsolate, where’er ye languish, 
Come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel: 

Here bring your wounded hearts, Here tell your anguish; 
Earth has no sorrows that heav’n cannot heal. 

                                                                            – Thomas Moore 

 

Pray for FEBC GOSPEL RALLY on 
Sat, 16 Sep 2006, 8 pm, RELC Auditorium. 
Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew speaks on “Want 

To Trade Your Soul?” Bring a friend!  
“He that winneth souls is wise” (Prov 11:30) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now, please understand that it is not God
that sends the lie. God is not a liar, and does
not deceive. We understand this under the
permissive will of God; since they desire to
believe in Satan’s lie, and be deceived, God
allows them thus to be.  

The end result will be condemnation (v12).
There will be a dividing of the sheep and the
goats, the wheat and the tares. Those who have
not truly believed in the Lord will apostasise
and be condemned. True believers will never
be lost—God will keep them to the very end. 

But let us check ourselves: Are we truly
saved? Have we sincerely and truthfully
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Reign of Lawlessness 
The word “lawless” occurs three times

here: in verse 3, we read of the man of sin or
lawlessness; in verse 7, the mystery of iniquity
or lawlessness; and in verse 8 the Wicked or
Lawless one. First, let us deal with the person
of lawlessness. 
Person of Lawlessness 

He is called in verse 3 the “man of sin,”
and in verse 8 the Wicked one. In verse 3 he is
also called the son of perdition. This same
term was used in John 17:12 of Judas Iscariot
who betrayed the Lord. From this we see that
the man of sin is (1) an individual or a person,
not an institution, a nation, a force or an
influence; (2) like Judas—someone who
professes Christ but in all his deeds he
undermines the Lord and works against Him;
in other words, he is an Apostate (with a
capital “A”); and (3) in verse 4 he is described
as one who “opposeth” Christ. He is the
Antichrist (ie, Counter-Christ): he wants to
take the place of Christ, to usurp Him as Lord
and King. He possesses the Satanic ambition
to be God Himself (cf Isa 14, Ezek 28). 

In verse 8 we are told that this particular
Satanically-inspired person will be revealed.
This Antichrist will imitate the coming of
Christ. He will identify himself as the Christ,
the Messiah, the Saviour, and deceive many.
“You are looking for your coming Saviour, I
am he,” he will say. That was why Jesus
warned, “Take heed that no man deceive you.
For many shall come in my name, saying, I am

Christ; and shall deceive many” (Matt 24:4-5).  
How will the Antichrist capture the

allegiance and adoration of the whole world? In
verse 9 we are told that his coming is “after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and
lying wonders.” He will be empowered by Satan
to perform deceptive miracles. I cannot help but
think that today’s Charismatic miracle workers
like Benny Hinn with all their signs and wonders
are preparing the false church to receive this
false Christ. Dear Christian, beware, don’t be
deceived. Know the truth and love the truth that
you might be saved (v10).  

Jesus Christ will not return until the
Antichrist is revealed. 
Principle of Lawlessness 

“I do not see the Antichrist to be here yet. So
I can still enjoy myself, do what I like, since
Christ’s coming is nowhere near.” Paul warns
those who think in this way in verses 5-6. Do not
be presumptuous, the Antichrist can appear at
any time. For although the person of lawlessness
has not yet come, the principle of lawlessness is
already at work (v7). In other words, this work
of opposing Christ and His Church is already
going on. For instance, the Thessalonian Church
was already undergoing persecutions and
tribulations (2 Thess 1:4). 1 John 2:18 tells us,
“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are
there many antichrists; whereby we know that it
is the last time.” There are many antichrists
running around in the world today. Satan will
spare no effort to destroy or corrupt the Word of
God, to hinder the Church from preaching the
gospel, to attack God’s servants and His saints.
So we must be ever diligent in preaching the
Gospel, and ever vigilant in defending the Faith.

The Restrainer 
What prevents the Antichrist from appearing

right now is the work of the Restrainer. Verse 6
says, “And now ye know what withholdeth that
he might be revealed in his time,” and verse 7b,
“only he who now letteth will let, until he be
taken out of the way.”  

Who or what is this Restrainer?  It is difficult
to identify who or what the Restrainer is. There
are a number of views: the Law of God, the
Archangel Michael, the Holy Spirit. The popular

view is that it is the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is presently doing this work of
convicting the world of sin, of righteousness,
of judgment (John 16:8). He is not only active
in the Church, but also in the World in
restraining evil, from letting evil run amok.
Come to think of it, it is not just the Spirit, but
also the Word of God, and the Lord’s angels
etc that are doing the restraining work. So it
could be a combination of these. So once the
Lord withdraws His restraining hand, this sin-
cursed world will take its natural course, and
wickedness will reach its height with the
Wicked one leading the way. 

Conclusion 
There will be two comings: The coming of

Christ, and the coming of the Antichrist.

Antichrist will first come before Christ returns.
And when Christ returns He will destroy all
His enemies by “the spirit of his mouth, and
brightness of his coming” (v8).  

For which coming are you waiting? Whose
side are you on? Christ or Antichrist? May you
be found on the Lord’s side, for it is the
winning side. Those who attack our Perfect
Lord and His Perfect Word today are on the
losing side. “And for this cause God shall send
them strong delusion, that they should believe
a lie: That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness” (vv11-12). 

If you are still not a Christian, I plead with
you dear reader to believe in Jesus Christ, and
you will be saved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have you 
got any of 

these 
Christian 

Art 
Calendars? 
Get them at 

the Book 
Table. 

***** 
Additional 
ones can be 

obtained 
from the 
FEBC 

Bookroom 
at $2.00 

each. 

You may 
save a soul! 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Sep 11 – 17, 2006) 

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting 
THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 8.00 pm FEBC Gospel Rally 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  Catechism Class 
  10.30 am    Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Sep 16, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “God’s Plan for the Gentiles” by 
Rev Wee Eng Moh. For details, please contact 
Herbert at 94377715. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit 
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 402 Fajar Road at 
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai 
Mern Yee at 97932330.  
 
 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $6,977.00 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Quek 
Suan Yew $5,000, $500, $200; Hien (Brisbane) 
$100; Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $100; Suresh $750; 
Wendy Teng $100; FEBC Students $100; FEBC 
Dining Club $500; FEBC Scholarships $250 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$14,777 
Church Building Fund $1,000 Total: $469,987.60 
Sunday School Offering: $365.00 
Verse for the Week: Every wise woman buildeth 
her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her 
hands. Prov. 14:1 
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is 
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am. 
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith 
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the 
Catechism Class. 
There will be a 3rd Anniversary Lunch held at 
the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, 
Oct 1, 06, 12.30 pm. The subsidised rate for 
members and regular worshippers is $15 per 
person including children who sit at the big 
tables and $5 for children buffet (age 11 years 
and under). For non-members, it is $22. Come 
and praise the Lord on this happy occasion. 
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength and 
for Bro Henry Tan undergoing radiotherapy 
and chemotherapy treatment.  
We extend our deepest condolences to Mrs 
Elizabeth Mahadevan and family on the home-
going of Elder Eric Mahadevan on Sep 6, 06. 
Vigil Services were conducted on Sep 7 & 8, 06 
and Burial Service was conducted at the Chua 
Chu Kang Christian Cemetery on Sep 9, 06 by 
Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 237                                
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps. 119:89-112 
Hymn No. 256 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 283 
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Num 11:1-23 
Sermon                             Is the Lord’s Hand Waxed  
    Short? 
   (Rev Tan Kian Sing) 
Closing Hymn  No. 201  
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Tan Kian Sing 

Discerning the Spirits by Asking the  
Right Questions 

By Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
(A message delivered to the East Africa Christian 

Alliance, Nairobi, Kenya, August 29, 2006)  
1 John 4:1-3 says, “Beloved, believe not 

every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God: because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every 
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that 
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
should come; and even now already is it in the 
world.” 

“Believe Not Every Spirit” 
The Apostle John issues a warning not to 

believe every spirit, but to try the spirits to see if 
they are of God. The word “believe” here is the 
Greek pisteuo. It is the same word that is used by 

the Biblical evangelists to call on
people to believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ for their salvation (Acts 16:31).
“Believe” here means to have
complete faith and trust in someone
or something. The Apostle John
commands God’s children not to be
quick to trust or have faith in “every
spirit.” Why? It is because there are
many false spirits out there in the
world which come from the devil.
These antichrists are “the spirits of
devils” (Rev 16:13-14). These devilish
spirits are false prophets, and there are
many of them not only in the first
century world, but more so today, in
the 21st century world that is nearer to
the return of Christ. Thrice in His
Olivet Discourse Jesus warned of false
Christs and false prophets in the end-
times: verse 5, “For many shall come
in my name, saying, I am Christ; and
shall deceive many;” verse 11, “And
many false prophets shall rise, and
shall deceive many;” and verse 24,
“For there shall arise false Christs,
and false prophets, and shall shew
great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.”  

As God’s children, we ought not to
be gullible and easily deceived. Take
note that these false spirits come in the
name of Christ. They claim to be
Christians, they carry their Bibles, they
use Christian terms, they speak the
same Christian language, they can
even perform miracles. They look like 
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Christians on the outside, but are full of
poison inside. They are wolves in sheep’s
clothing. Jesus warned in Matthew 7:15,
“Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.” Not every spirit who
names the name of Christ is from Christ. 

“Try the Spirits” 
So how can we tell a true spirit from a

false spirit, a true prophet from a false
prophet? John says we must “try the spirits.”
The word “try” here is the Greek word
dokimazo which has the idea of subjecting
something to a series of stringent tests in
order to prove its genuineness, quality or
worth. How can one know a true prophet
from a false one? Jesus tells us how, “Ye
shall know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil
fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth
good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them” (Matt 7:16-20). There are many false
believers and false prophets in the world,
and they seem to think they are indeed doing
God’s will and God’s work when they are
actually not. Jesus said, “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven. Many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt 7:21-
23). Many who call themselves “Apostles”
and “Prophets” today, performing “signs and
wonders” in the name of Christ, will one day
find to their horror that the Saviour does not
know them, that they are not saved, but are
actually servants of Satan and of sin. 

Jesus said, “Ye shall know them by their
fruits.” What are these fruits? They are the
fruit of doctrine and the fruit of conduct. In
Deuteronomy 13:1-3, the Lord taught the
Israelites how to identify a false prophet, “If
there arise among you a prophet, or a
dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or
a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come
to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying,
Let us go after other gods, which thou hast
not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt
not hearken unto the words of that prophet,
or that dreamer of dreams.” The fruit of
false doctrine is in the teaching, “Let us go
after other gods.” Paul warned against false
teachers who preach “another gospel,”
“another spirit,” and “another Jesus” (Gal
1:6-7, 2 Cor 11:4).  Paul named two such
false teachers in his day, Hymenaeus and
Philetus, who denied the fundamental
doctrine of the resurrection and undermined
the faith of the saints (2 Tim 2:17-18). 

A false teacher can also be identified by
his conduct. The Pharisees, for instance,
were teachers of the law, and Jesus told the
people to do whatever they were told to do if
it was according to the Scriptures, “All
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe,
that observe and do.” But the problem with
the Pharisees was that their walk did not
match their talk. Insofar as their conduct was
concerned, Jesus told the people, “but do not
ye after their works: for they say, and do
not” (Matt 23:3). Paul says that such men
have a form of godliness, but they deny the
power thereof by their sinful conduct (2 Tim
3:1-5). One such person was “Alexander the
coppersmith who did much evil by opposing
the Apostle Paul and his doctrines “for he
hath greatly withstood our words” (2 Tim
4:14-15). Another example would be
Diotrephes who stood against the Apostle
John. His wicked deeds led John to single
him out as a troublemaker, “I wrote unto the
church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have
the preeminence among them, receiveth us

not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his
deeds which he doeth, prating against us with
malicious words: and not content therewith,
neither doth he himself receive the brethren,
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth
them out of the church. Beloved, follow not
that which is evil, but that which is good. He
that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth
evil hath not seen God” (3 John 9-11). 

“That Spirit of Antichrist” 

In the days of John, the church was being
plagued by a heresy called Docetism. The
Docetists propagated the heresy that Jesus was
not truly and fully a human being—Jesus only
seemed to be a human being, but actually he
was not. This was a serious error for a denial
of the 100% humanity of Christ would mean
that Jesus could not be our Representative and
Substitute, and thus could not have died for
our sins on the cross. And if Jesus did not die
on the cross, then we would still be in our sins.
For if there was no death, then there would be
no resurrection, and “if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins ...
[and] we are of all men most miserable” (cf 1
Cor 15:17-19). But it is a historical fact that
Jesus Christ—the Son of God—did come in
the flesh and did die on the cross in the fulness
of time and in fulfilment of Scripture (Gal 4:4-
5, 1 Cor 15:3). John commanded the believers
to watch out for these false teachers, and to
expose them by asking the right question:
“Did Jesus come in the flesh?” The Docetists
who cannot affirm the doctrine of the perfect
humanity of Christ have “that spirit of
antichrist.” With “that spirit of antichrist,”
they pose a great danger to the church, and the
saints must be warned against them.  

In the 21st century, there are many more
false doctrines than in the first. Today, we are
seeing a revival of some ancient heresies. For
example, 2nd century Gnosticism as found in
the Gnostic gospels of Thomas and Judas is
popularised today by Dan Brown’s bestseller
The Da Vinci Code; and 4th century Arianism

is held by the Jehovah’s Witnesses, a
widespread, modern-day cult. Other false
“isms” include Roman Catholicism,
Modernism, Neo-evangelicalism, and Neo-
fundamentalism.  

Ask the Right Questions 
In order to discern the spirits, we must

learn to ask the right questions. Ask the
Gnostic, “Is the knowledge of Jesus Christ in
the Holy Scriptures sufficient for salvation?”
Ask the Jehovah’s Witness, “Is Jesus Christ
100% God, all-powerful, all-knowing, all-
seeing?” Ask the Roman Catholic, “Is
salvation by grace alone, through faith alone,
in Christ alone, based on Scriptures alone?”
Ask the Modernist, “Is the Bible the divinely
inspired Word of God?” Ask the Neo-
evangelical, “Is the Bible verbally and
plenarily inspired and totally without error
not only in matters of salvation, but also
history, geography and science?” “Ask the
Neo-fundamentalist, “Is the Bible verbally
and plenarily preserved without the loss of
any word to the last jot and tittle, and thus
100% infallible and inerrant today?” The key
words or phrases in the above questions are
italicised. These words or phrases will get the
teachers of error to reveal what they really
believe in, and what they truly mean by what
they say without any ambiguity. So know
your Christian fundamentals according to
100% inspired and 100% preserved infallible
and inerrant words of the Holy Scriptures,
and learn to ask the right questions in order
to test the spirits to see whether they are true
or false. In such apostate and perilous times,
let us make sure that we “believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone
out into the world.” 

May we ever be true to Jesus Christ our
Lord and Saviour, and His 100% inspired
and 100% preserved, forever infallible and
inerrant words to the glory of His Name, and
until He returns. Amen.  
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Sep 18 – 24, 2006) 

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  Catechism Class 
  10.30 am   Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the 
Far Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead 
Road, Singapore 309063. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will 
be held this Sat (Sep 23, 06) at 3.30 pm. 
Venue: Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole 
Crescent. Program: Evangelism Workshop 
on “Sharing the Gospel” by Dn Charles 
Kan. For details, please contact Herbert at 
94377715. 
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006: 
Date: December 11-16, 2006 
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC 
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart 
Speakers: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy (Day); 
Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew (Night) 
Details on Registration will be announced 
soon. For enquiries, please contact Clement 
at jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$8,391; CAN0.01; THB1 
Designated Offerings: FEBC Bookroom $333; 
FEBC $1,000, $350, $280; Wendy Teng $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$10,454; CAN0.01; THB1 
Church Building Fund $285 Total: $470,272.60 
Sunday School Offering: $370.00 
Verse for the Week: He that walketh in his 
uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is 
perverse in his ways despiseth him. Prov. 14:2 
Infant Baptism at Church Anniversary, Oct 1, 
06. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel: 
62541287/94754067). 
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism is 
held at Room 601 (Level 6), 9.15am–10.15am. 
Those seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith 
and Transfer of Membership are to attend the 
Catechism Class. 
There will be a 3rd Anniversary Lunch held at 
the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, 
Oct 1, 06, 12.30 pm. The subsidised rate for 
members and regular worshippers is $15 per 
person including children who sit at the big 
tables and $5 for children buffet (age 11 years 
and under). For non-members, it is $22. Come 
and praise the Lord on this happy occasion. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Sep 
24, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please 
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 96659109.  
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength and 
for Bro Henry Tan undergoing radiotherapy 
and chemotherapy treatment.  

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Opening Hymn No.     8                              
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps.    57 
Psalm No. 112 
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 125 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Scripture Text Phil 3:1-16 
Pastoral Prayer Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Sermon                              Finishing Well 
   (Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn  Pressing On! 
Benediction  Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

The 21st Century Reformation Movement on 
the Move in East Africa 

By Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
The 21st Century Reformation Movement is on 

the move in the great continent of Africa by the 
grace of God with the East Africans taking the 
lead. On August 29, 2006, I departed for Kenya 
with 36 kilogrammes of luggage full of Biblical 
and Christian literature for the participants of the 
East Africa Christian Alliance (EACA) 
Conference, August 28-September 1, 2006.  

The EACA is an affiliate of the International 
Council of Christian Churches (ICCC). Annual 
conferences are convened to take an 
uncompromising stand “for the Word of God, and 
for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev 1:9), and 
“earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). The beautiful 
10-acre sylvan campus of the Bible College of East 
Africa (BCEA) in Nairobi was a most suitable 
conference venue. 

It was my privilege and joy to be
invited by the EACA to speak on a most
pertinent theme, “Discerning the
Spirits.” Using 1 John 4:1-6 as my text,
I spoke on how to discern the spirits by
asking the right questions. Specifically,
I dealt with discerning the spirits of
Docetism, Gnosticism, Arianism,
Roman Catholicism, Charismatism,
Modernism, Neo-Evangelicalism, and
Neo-Fundamentalism (a synopsis of my
messages was published in the previous
weekly). The conference speakers
included FEBC alumni, Rev Dr Mark
Kim Kyung Soo (Principal of BCEA),
Bishop Richard Kivai, Rev Stephen
Masila. Others were Rev Gary Johnson,
missionary of the Independent Board
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions
(IBPFM, USA), and Rev Dr Choi
Kwang Jai, pastor of Glory B-P Church
(Korea) and ICCC president, who gave
the closing message. Select messages
will be published in the Morning Star
which is the official organ of the
EACA. The conference drew an
attendance of 200 African pastors
representing 22 member denominations.
The Q&A sessions were especially
spontaneous and edifying. Without
question, the participants are looking
forward to the next meeting scheduled
for April 2007 (DV).   

September 2, 2006 saw the
inauguration of BCEA Tanzania. The
inauguration service was held in the
college chapel with a seating capacity
of 200. The new college is located on
the fertile fields of Usa River in the city
of Arusha. The college campus isBible College of East Africa – Tanzania 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

scenically sandwiched between two majestic
mountains—Mount Meru (14980 ft) and
Mount Kilimanjaro (19340 ft, Africa’s
highest). The building project began in 2003,
and there are now 5 buildings on campus,
namely, the office and classroom block, the
chapel, the dormitories, the dining hall, and the
guesthouse. Glory B-P Church, Korea, gave
money to purchase the land, and funds for the
buildings came mainly from Singapore
churches (True Life, Calvary Pandan, Calvary
Tengah, Berean), and other well wishers.
US$200,000 have thus far been spent, a most
profitable investment for God’s Kingdom. The
new BCEA is established as a reformed and
fundamental college independent of any
denomination. It is to be an international Bible
College, not just Tanzanian or African, in
obedience to Christ’s Great Commission (Matt
28:18-20). BCEA Kenya and Tanzania with
FEBC are part of the Bible College movement.
FEBC is training young men and women not
only for national but also international
missions. Our international alumni, namely,
Mark Kim, Stephen Masila, Peter Elibariki,
Eben Yoon, Richard Tiu, Christine Kendagor,
and Violet Malongo form the backbone of the
BCEA faculty.  

A multinational congregation comprising
local Tanzanian pastors, and missionaries from
USA (Dr and Mrs Howard Carlson, Rev Gary
Johnson, and Sunmin Kim), Korea (Rev Dr
Choi Kwang Jai and Eld Lyu Myung Ha),
Kenya and Singapore, graced the occasion
with their congratulatory words and prayers. I
preached a sermon on the need to lay right and
solid foundations which are Christ and His
Word (Ps 11:3, Eph 2:20), forever infallible
and inerrant (Ps 12:6-7, Matt 5:18, 24:35,
Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33, 1 Pet 1:23-25),
quoting the late ICCC President—Dr Carl
McIntire—on the perfect preservation of the
inspired words of the Holy Scriptures (in his
January 11, 1992 sermon on Psalm 12). The
Dean Burgon Oath that the Bible is 100%
perfect without any mistake to the last word,
syllable and letter in the original languages
was reaffirmed and taken, and translated into
the Swahili tongue by Rev Peter Elibariki, BTh

and MDiv graduate of FEBC, and academic
dean of the new Bible college.  

On the Lord’s Day, September 3, I preached
in the Africa Missions and Evangelism Church
(AMEC) at Karangai formerly pastored by
Judah Kundael Pallangyo, now an MDiv
student at FEBC, who should return to
Tanzania by 2008 to augment the faculty. From
September 4-6, I offered a course on the
“Theology of Salvation” to 15 pioneer students,
teaching 5 hours a day for one credit with
exams.  

On the way back to Nairobi on Thursday,
September 7, I stopped by to visit the Kiluani
clinic of Chan Pui Meng, missionary of Life
B-P Church. Half a dozen Maasai women were
sitting outside the clinic waiting to see her for
antenatal counsel. The clinic grounds have been
transformed into a botanical gardens with fruit
trees and flowers. The Jacaranda tree our pastor
planted at the dedication of the clinic 4 years
ago now stands 10 feet tall and doing well
despite the harsh and dry conditions of Maasai
land. A beautiful red-stone church serves as the
spiritual clinic. Stephen Omweri, a BCEA
graduate, is the resident preacher. 

The Lord mightily used the Rev Dr Mark
Kim to build up BCEA Kenya and Tanzania.
He also had a hand in setting up the Kiluani
schools and clinic. All this was a result of his
humble obedience to God’s directive will to
serve in Africa. Although he wanted to go to
Indonesia, the Lord led him to Africa (like He
did the Apostle Paul who had planned to go
north and eastward, but was directed by the
Spirit to head west in answer to the Macedonian
call, Acts l6:6-10). For the last 17 years, Rev Dr
Mark Kim has been serving faithfully at BCEA
as an IBPFM missionary, and will continue to
do so until the Lord calls him home. He is ably
helped by his beloved wife, Hannah. They have
two lovely daughters—Hayoung and Chanmi—
who are spiritually minded to follow after their
parents’ footsteps.  

My last assignment was to preach at the
morning chapel of BCEA Kenya on Friday. I
spoke from Philippians 3 about beginning well
and ending well in the Lord’s service. Twelve
hours of uneventful flying saw me back home

in Singapore on Saturday, September 9, touching
down at 1.05 pm only to hear that Eld Eric
Mahadevan—founding elder of True Life B-P
Church and secretary of the FEBC Board of
Directors—had just been laid to rest that very
morning. Eld Mahadevan stood solidly with Rev
Dr Timothy Tow and the FEBC faculty on the
present perfection of the Holy Scriptures, and
readily took the Dean Burgon oath at every
FEBC convocation. Without question, Eld
Mahadevan was faithful unto death. “Fear none
of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold,
the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that
ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten
days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life” (Rev 2:10).  

*************** 
THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 

Chapter 21 
John 21:18-20 

“The blood of martyrs is the seed of the 
Church.” 

V. 18 is a prediction of our Lord of the
manner of the Apostle’s death. This prophecy
was fulfilled when Peter was crucified a martyr
for Christ’s sake. 

Normally there is a veil drawn between us
and the future. To obtain fore-knowledge of
things to come, in most cases, says J. C. Ryle,
would be a sorrowful possession. To know of
evil going to befall us, and yet not able to
prevent it, would make us simply miserable.
Hence not only God withholds knowledge of the
future from us, but also forbids us to try to
unravel it through the help of mediums (Deut.
18:9-14). 

But to the Apostle Peter, Christ has revealed
how he should die for Him. This He has done
because He knows he can take it. He knows this
knowledge will be beneficial to him. That he and
we will learn that our whole future is known and
prearranged by God. There is no such thing as
luck, chance or accident in the journey of life.
Everything from beginning to end is foreseen,
predestined by One who is too wise to err and
too loving to do us harm. 

J. C. Ryle says: Let us store up this truth in
our minds, and use it diligently in all the days of

darkness through which we may yet have to
pass. In such days we should lean back on the
thought, “Christ knows this, and knew it
when He called me to be His disciple.” It is
foolish to repine and murmur over troubles of
those whom we love. We should fall back
rather on the thought that all is well done. It
is useless to fret and be rebellious, when we
ourselves have bitter cups to drink. We
should rather say, “This is also from the
Lord: He foresaw it, and would have
prevented it, if it had not been for my good.” 

“We learn secondly that a believer’s death
is intended to glorify God. . . . We may die to
the Lord as well as live to the Lord. Like
Samson we may do more for God in our
death than we ever did in our lives . . .” 

How true is the saying by Tertullian: “The
blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.” 
____________________________________ 

 
Have you got the Christian Art Calendars? 

 Get them at the Book Table. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Sep 25 – Oct 1, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this
Sat (Sep 30, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean
BPC, 48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For
those requiring transport, please meet at
Lavender MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will
be held this Sat (Sep 30, 06) at 5.30 pm.
Venue: Dr Francis and Mrs Stephanie Lee’s
home at 35 Moonbeam Terrace (off Holland
Road), Singapore 277308. Tel: 64652272.
Message: “Lust of the Eyes” by Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. For details, please contact Edward at
93887328.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength
and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing
chemotherapy treatment.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $12,685
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Quek
Suan Yew $3,000; Tanzania Bible College $3,000;
Van for Hien’s Ministry $750; Gospel Van $200;
Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $150; Marilyn (Kuching)
$300 (LF); Yamima $100; Suresh $2,000, $150;
YPF $100; Henry Tan $175; Barnabas Yap &
family $100; Wendy Teng $50; FEBC $200, $150
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$23,310
Church Building Fund $2,500, $1,000, $200
Total: $473,972.60

Sunday School Offering: $300.00

Verse for the Week: In the mouth of the foolish is
a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall
preserve them. Prov. 14:3

Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch: The 3rd

Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held at
the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC,
next Sunday (Oct 1, 06), 12.30 pm. Come and
praise the Lord on this happy occasion.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs David Ong on
Oct 6, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: 31 Windsor
Park Road, Singapore 574137. Tel: 64599459.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 421 Fajar Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai Mern
Yee at 96659109.
At the Book Table: Meditations from Psalms by
Rev Timothy Tow at a special price of $5.
We extend our congratulations to Mrs
Elizabeth Mahadevan on the birth of her
grandson, Benjamin Mahadevan on Sep 21, 06.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 66
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps. 119:137-160
Hymn No. 251
Announcements
Special Number Calvary Tengah YF
Offering & Hymn No. 408
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Psalm 139
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Search Me, O God, and

Know My Heart
(Dr S H Tow)

Closing Hymn No. 247
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Finishing Well
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the True

Life Church 10.30 am Service, Sep 17, 06)
Text: Philippians 3:1-16

I am sure all of us who have believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ are looking forward to seeing
Him when He comes back or when we are called
home. I am sure we also desire to hear Him say to
us, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant”
(Matt 25:21). What must we do to earn such a
commendation from our Lord? If we want such a
commendation from the Lord when we see Him
one day, we must do these three things:

We Must Have No Confidence in this World
and in Ourselves (Phil 3:1-7)

The world today wants us to believe a lie, and it
is the lie that we are good and powerful, and with
our personal goodness, we can make our own
heaven, and finally get into heaven. And so we
hear a lot about the selfish philosophy of self-
esteem and self-promotion. In many a motivational

seminar, we learn about tapping our
inner strengths and hidden energies. The
motivational guru chants the mantra:
You are good, you are god. Goodness is
redefined as a feeling, purely subjective.
What is good and what is bad are
determined by our thoughts and
feelings. If something makes sense to
me, and pleases me, then it must be
good; if it does not, then it is bad.

It is no wonder that today, many go
to church with “itching ears” (2 Tim
4:3). They only want to hear what they
want to hear. If a sermon is an
entertaining one, and makes them feel
good about themselves, then it is good.
If a sermon is full of warning and
rebuke, and makes them feel guilty of
their sin and error, then it is unloving
and unedifying, it is bad. The world tells
us that our feelings determine what is
true and what is good. Yes, fornication,
adultery, alcohol and drugs, and all
kinds of lustful and fleshly activities can
make us feel good and get a high, but
they are harmful and deadly.

This world is filled with false and
wicked teachers who speak lies in order
to destroy the good and the true. Paul
described them as “dogs” and “evil
workers” (v2). The word “dog” (kuon)
here is used disparagingly in the New
Testament as a reference to street dogs
(Matt 7:6, Luke 16:21, 2 Pet 2:22, Rev
22:15). Such dogs are wild, vicious, and
dangerous. False teachers are described
in such a way because they are “evil
workers.” The word “evil” (kakos)
speaks of moral wickedness. These false
teachers entice people into an immoral

East Africa Christian Alliance (EACA) Conference, August 28-September 1, 2006



lifestyle by having a low view of God and His
Word.

Christians must never admire and adore the
philosophies and methods of this sin-cursed
world. We must keep ourselves away from its
seductive doctrines and destructive practices or
else we will be sucked into the black hole of
sin and death. Separation from sin and the
world is vital if we want to end well as God’s
children (2 Cor 6:14-7:1).

Not only must we have no confidence in
this world, we must also have no confidence in
ourselves. We must never think that we are
indispensable to God, that without us, God is
practically helpless to fulfil His will or His
plan. We must not think that God needs our
intelligence, our credentials, our power, our
skills, our wealth to get things done. God does
not need anyone of us, or anything that we
have. Jesus Himself said that the stones will do
His bidding if men do not (Luke 19:40). The
Lord can even make the donkey to speak (Num
22:28).

Paul had thought that with his pure
pedigree, academic qualifications, and
religious achievements, he would be accepted
by God. Look at his impressive CV in verses
5-6. God could surely do without Paul with all
his pride and prowess. The Lord surely wanted
to use Paul, but before He could do so, Paul
had to be humbled to the dust. Paul humbly
said in verse 4. “But what things were gain to
me, those I counted loss for Christ.” It was
only when Paul saw himself as worthless, a big
zero, and nothing, that he became truly useful
to God and powerful for Him.

We Must Have Every Confidence in Christ
and His Word (Phil 3:8)

Why do we in our lives find ourselves
defeated and miserable? The reason is simple:
It is because we have failed to trust fully in
Christ and His Word. Unless and until we
consider ourselves to be nothing, and Christ
everything, that His perfect and powerful
words are all-sufficient and all-authoritative,
our sole and supreme rule of faith and guide to
life, we will never live successfully and have
victory over our sins and the evil one. Paul

said, “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ” (Phil 3:8).

Why are many Bible professors today
unable to see and accept the truth of the verbal
and plenary preservation of the Holy Scriptures
as taught in Psalm 12:6-7, Matthew 5:28, 24:35
etc? It is because their eyes are fixated on the
pride of “scholarship,” employing all kinds of
critical theories and methods in the study of the
Scriptures, treating it like an ordinary book.
Higher criticism and lower criticism, or source,
form, redaction, and textual criticism, and all
kinds of false “isms,” conjectural emendation,
the analogy of antecedent Scripture, these are
all man-made rules and methods in analysing
and interpreting the Bible which lead to
nowhere but a denial of the truth.

Liberal scholars who worship technology
believe that computers today can lead us to the
truth of God’s words. The Lord would have us
know that it is not technology that will help us
ascertain the truth but the logic of faith. Faith
alone on the 100% inspired and 100% preserved
Word of God, forever infallible and inerrant
without any mistake, is the key to knowing
God’s words and God’s truth (where and what).

If you will ask the textual-critical scholar
today this question, “Sir, can you please
identify for me the Bible that is 100% perfect
without any mistake?” He will answer, “Well,
all I can say is that the Bible was only perfect in
the past, but it is no longer perfect today.
Theoretically, the perfect Bible could be
somewhere out there but no one can tell for sure
precisely where. The perfect Bible could even
be lost; we just don’t have it today!” Human
scholarship ultimately leads to nowhere.
Today’s foremost textual scholar, Bart Ehrman,
author of Misquoting Jesus, is a clear example
of the dead end of human scholarship. Ehrman
was a Bible-believing fundamentalist, but ended
up a “happy agnostic” (his own words) after he
studied at Princeton, an apostate seminary,
which had in 1924 dismissed the 5
fundamentals of the Christian Faith, viz, the
inerrancy of Scriptures, the virgin birth, the

miracles, the substitutionary atonement, and
the resurrection of Christ, as “theories.”

The Apostle Paul realised the futility of
human scholarship in converting the lost soul.
All his worldly credentials and achievements,
he had to cast away as garbage in order to gain
Christ (vv7-8). Paul could see that true
knowledge which leads to salvation comes not
from the finite and corrupted knowledge of
human scholarship, but the eternal and
excellent knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
(v8). “For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe” (1 Cor 1:17-21).

If we want to end well in our Christian life
and service, we must cast away every pride of
worldly wisdom and scholarship, and apply the
simple, childlike faith of trusting Christ who
does not change, and His infallible and inerrant
words which will never pass away.

We Must Strive towards Christlikeness in
Doctrine and Practice (Phil 3:9-16)

In verses 9-16, Paul spoke of his constant
struggle to glorify Christ in his life. The
Christian life is something that must be
“worked out” until the day of resurrection (cf
2:12). The believer has not yet attained
perfection but must always strive towards it
(v12). In the Christian struggle towards
perfection, divine sovereignty and human
responsibility are at work. Although Christ has
already apprehended believers (divine
sovereignty), believers also have a duty to
apprehend Christ (human responsibility). This
is the teaching of the 5th point of Calvinism—
the perseverance and preservation of the saints.
The believer perseveres in his faith because
God preserves him right till the end. As Calvin
said, “Paul was apprehended by Christ that he
might apprehend Christ; that is, that he did
nothing save by Christ’s influence and
guidance.”

In verses 13-16, Paul spoke of his constant
struggle towards spiritual progress and
maturity. Such a relentless pursuit to be
Christlike does not end until we get to heaven.
Paul likened our life on earth to running a race.

Every runner at the starting block aims to cross
the finishing line victoriously.

How may we run this Christian race and
finish well? Paul showed us how in verses 13
and 14, “forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.” The word “press” in verse 14 is the
Greek word dioko which has the idea of
relentless pursuit (often used to mean
“persecute,” see 3:6). If we want to end well in
our life as a Christian, we must push ourselves
to the limit to become more and more like
Christ, and must not quit until we reach the
end, until we see Christ face to face.

In 2 Timothy 2:5, Paul wrote, “And if a
man also strive for masteries, yet is he not
crowned, except he strive lawfully.” That was
why Paul wrote about walking by the same
rule and minding the same thing (v16). To
“walk by the same rule” must mean living
according to God’s infallible Rulebook which
is the Holy Bible, and to “mind the same
thing” must mean having “the mind of Christ”
(1 Cor 2:16). If we do not run the race
according to God’s commandments, having the
mind of Christ which seeks only God’s glory,
we are automatically disqualified.

Some of us may be living hypocritical
lives. We say we are Christians, but our lives
do not show it. We wilfully, habitually and
constantly sin against God without any
remorse or repentance. We are living a double
life. Such “Christians” who live a double life
think they are running the race too, but they are
running backwards, and will never cross the
finish line. They are still unregenerate, not
born again. These are the reprobates to whom
the Lord will say, “I never knew you, depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt 7:23).
But those who sincerely believe in Christ, who
put Him first, take His words seriously, and
obey His commandments, will at the end hear
their Master say, “Well done, thou good and
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a
few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord”
(Matt 25:21). Let us all strive to finish well.
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Oct 2 – 8, 2006) 

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Family Worship 
SAT 9.30 am Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  10.30 am   Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Dr S H Tow) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road, 
Singapore 309063. 
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed (Oct 4, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, 
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message: 
“Living in Christian Fellowship” by Rev 
Ronny Khoo. All are welcome. For enquiries, 
please contact Judith at 96729973. 
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will 
be held at the home of Mr and Mrs David Ong 
this Fri (Oct 6, 06) at 8 pm. Address: 31 
Windsor Park Road, Singapore 574137. Tel: 
64599459. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
Music and Chairing Workshop this Sat (Oct 7, 
06) at the home of Elder Boaz Boon. Time: 
9.30 am. Address: 207, Choa Chu Kang 
Central, #07-10. Transport leaves FEBC at 
8.50 am sharp. For details, please contact 
Herbert at 94377715. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$10,461; RM20.10; THB1 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Tan 
Kian Sing $1,000; Rev Prabhudas Koshy $1,000; 
Rev Jeffrey Khoo $50; Gethsemane B-P Church 
$8,000; Berean B-P Church $2,000; Bible College 
of East Africa $4,000; Marilyn (Kuching) $2,000; 
Lok Kwok Wah $100; Wendy Teng $500, $200; 
FEBC $1,500, $1,000, $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$32,111; RM20.10; THB1 
Church Building Fund – Total: $473,972.60 

Sunday School Offering: $395.00 
Verse for the Week: Where no oxen are, the crib is 
clean: but much increase is by the strength of the 
ox. Prov 14:4 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I 
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.  
Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch: The 3rd 

Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held at 
the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, 
after Worship Service today at 12.30 pm.  
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio 
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn 
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA 
crew.  
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength and 
for Bro Henry Tan as he prepares to undergo 
2nd round of chemotherapy.  
We extend our deepest condolences to Mrs 
Maria Ong on the homegoing of her beloved 
mother on Sep 28, 06. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name” 

Third Anniversary Thanksgiving Service
 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No.  47                                   
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Ps    19 
Hymn   Make Sure of Truth 
Announcements 
BAPTISM 
 1. Sim Yih Jeam, Accountant 
REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 1. Loei Xiao Wei Charmian, Student 
TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP 
 1. Chew Yi Wei Sharleen, Teacher 
 2. Eio Eng Hua, Director 
 3. Fong Wai Yew Benjamin, Security Officer 
 4. Marianela Gagua Reyes, Domestic Helper 
Offering & Hymn No. 402 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Special Number Children’s Choir 
 Young People’s Fellowship
 FEBC Students 
 Deborah & Judith 
                                    Church Choir 
Scripture Text             Ps 138:2 
Sermon       His Word Above His Name
Closing Hymn No. 328                     
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
 

PASTORAL CHAT 
My dear Readers 

 I was hospitalised yesterday in Mount 
Elizabeth Hospital, Wednesday (Sep 27, 06). 
The thought is to return home. But I am kept 
here till Thursday I am told. I feel too cold with 
the air-con on which tends to keep me in bed, 
which is warmer. 

I have the church to pray for me.
Also my two grandchildren at home. I
would ask them to pray for me which
I appreciate very much. 

Honestly I want to be discharged
as soon as possible. Though we have
my brother, Dr S H Tow, looking after
me, prayer is the best. 

For three years the Lord has
blessed us in the withdrawal from Life
Church because both my assistant
pastors suddenly declared they could
not take the oath for the Bible as
perfect and contains no mistake which
is administered by the Far Eastern
Bible College yearly. Many have
joined us now at RELC, next to
Shangri-La Hotel, Orange Grove
Road. I’m praying for our people in
the coming celebrations. 

Your affectionate pastor
T. T.

***** 
Dean Burgon Oath 

I swear in the name of the Triune
God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that
I believe “the Bible is none other than
the voice of Him that sitteth upon the
throne. Every book of it, every chapter
of it, every verse of it, every word of it,
every syllable of it, every letter of it, is
the direct utterance of the Most High.
The Bible is none other than the Word
of God, not some part of it more, some
part of it less, but all alike the
utterance of Him that sitteth upon the
throne, faultless, unerring, supreme.”
So help me God, AMEN. 

FEBC Gospel Rally, Sep 16, 2006, 8 pm, RELC Auditorium 



 
 
  

The Great Privilege of Service 
 A Report on the FEBC Gospel Rally of 2006 by  

Lek Aik Wee and Kelvin Lim 
The unmistakable hand of God was seen

in directing and guiding the planning and
execution of the 2006 FEBC Gospel Rally. It
was an event that testified to the goodness of
God when His children are obedient to the
Great Commission of Jesus Christ (Matt
28:18-20). Echoing the words of Evangelist
D L Moody, “It is not what Moody can do
for God but what God can do for Moody. Do
you see?” 

The intense spiritual warfare can be
summed up by the Apostle Paul in Ephesians
6:10 and 12, “Finally, my brethren, be strong
in the Lord, and in the power of his might …
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.” Being engaged in the business of
snatching souls from the gates of hell is a
great privilege and the battle is won not by
the arm of flesh but by the Spirit of God, by
much concerted prayer and even fasting to
seek the Lord’s blessings.  

The darts of Satan came in many
different forms, and discouragements were
very real experiences. To “be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might” was the
spiritual lesson learned in serving the Lord.
On September 16 itself, the Lord heard our
prayers by withholding the rain, thereby
making it easy and convenient for people to
come to the Gospel meeting. 

We give thanks to the Lord for the
message, “Want to Trade Your Soul?”
(Mark 8:34-38), clearly and powerfully
preached by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew, pastor
of Calvary Pandan B-P Church, and
interpreted into Mandarin by Deaconess
Audrey Liaw of Tabernacle B-P Church. We
thank God for preacher Daniel Lim who
interpreted for the worship leader, and Mrs
Janice Lai for directing the FEBC choir and
arranging the songs. We thank God for

Kelvin Wong who translated the hymn,
“Have You Counted the Cost?” into
Mandarin, Ko Ling Kang for producing the
programme sheet, and Eld Tan Nee Keng for
writing the gospel tract and John Loo for
photography. We thank God for the overall
coordination by Dominino, the counselors led
by Rev Dohar Siregar, greeters by
Vijayenthiran and ushers by Byju, the
refreshments prepared by the ladies, and the
children’s programme conducted by Mrs
Anne Lim. Praise the Lord for moving ten
people to respond to the message preached
that night. Sister Wendy Teng will be doing
the follow-up. The Lord knows how to
reward all who had worked hard for Him in
doing the work of evangelism by way of
preaching, tracting, giving out gospel
bookmarks, or sending out invitation
postcards; “For God is not unrighteous to
forget your work and labour of love”
(Hebrews 6:10). 

We thank God for our beloved Principal,
Rev Dr Timothy Tow, who despite his bodily
weakness, was present with us. His presence
was a great encouragement to us. We thank
God for the valuable advice given by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo, our academic dean, and Mrs
Ivy Tow, our matron, who guided our steps. 

“And when all the children of Israel saw
how the fire came down, and the glory of the
LORD upon the house, they bowed
themselves with their faces to the ground
upon the pavement, and worshipped, and
praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for
his mercy endureth for ever” (2 Chron 7:3). 

*************** 
THE LIVING WORD 

A Testimony by Judith D’Silva 
Not through visions or dreams or

mysterious voices, but in my waking
moments through the preaching of His Holy
Word by His faithful messengers, did I hear
the repeated reassuring words of my Saviour
constantly reminding me to trust in Him
completely for He is in control and He will

bring things to pass according to His perfect
will and plan. 

Like never before, I realised over and over
again just how gracious, loving and caring our
Lord God is, and just how powerful and
wonderful the ministering of His Word is. Just
when adversity hits you hard, out of the blue,
and you are hurting, questioning, even angry,
overwhelmed by the ugliness and wickedness
of it all, He sends a reaffirmation of a promise
you recall. And so it was when I heard the
memory verse at prayer meeting that Friday
evening – it was Isaiah 43:2. I had
remembered this verse, and now it was being
repeated “When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee.” My heart skipped a beat and a lump
came to my throat. Right from the outset, God
was there and He wanted me to know that. 

Two days later, at the Lord’s Day service,
our all-knowing, almighty God spoke to me
again. Preaching from Psalm 43:1-3, the
Lord’s messenger confirmed it firmly in my
heart that the Lord will “deliver me from the
deceitful and unjust man”. What could be
clearer than this? That God knew exactly the
nature of my affliction, and He would not only
preserve me from harm but also establish the
truth of the matter. 

Never before in my entire working life
have I had my integrity put into question. I
have no doubt that this trial was sent by God
as a test of my faith. How would I react? God
was not tardy in His counsel. Another message
from the pulpit, taken from Mark 4:35-41, was
like balm to my soul as it reminded me that the
Lord is in control of all circumstances we are
in and that He does care for us even in times of
distress, even as He challenges our faith in
Him especially during stormy times.  

Yes, God the Omnipotent, Creator of all
things, is in control throughout each storm in
our lives, and He is right there with us in the

midst of it. I need not fear if the waves get a
bit choppy, tossing the boat to and fro. Did
He not say that He would keep me from
overflowing waters and lead me through the
flood? Indeed, He led me along, holding me
gently but strongly through the faithful
preaching of His inspired, inerrant and
infallible Word week after week. And in His
good time, all praise to God, He brought me
out of the stormy cloud. The allegations
made against me were found to be baseless.
But I learnt a painful lesson – a lack of
sensitivity to how man could interpret one’s
action especially if he has ill intentions in his
heart. 

Then came the hardest part. I had just
been trusting in the Lord to deliver me and
now I was impatient and not confident that
He would “send out Thy light and Thy truth”
according to Psalm 43:3. I was toying with
the idea of doing it myself! Thank God for
putting questions in my mind and hesitation
in my heart. Deep down, I knew what I had
to do – trust Him completely and wait on
Him to bring things to pass in His good time.
And once again, praise Him for verifying
this truth and ending my struggle through the
message preached on “Get Thee Behind Me
Satan” (Matt 16:21-28). How close I was to
becoming an adversary of God! But the
merciful and loving God once again led me
out of the fire and how thankful I am. 

I do not know how long I have to wait for
the truth to be revealed. I do not know what
will happen. But I know that the Almighty
God is in control and His hand is at work,
and may I continue to trust in the Lord with
all my heart and lean not unto my own
understanding. As the hymn goes – I hear
the Saviour say, “Thy strength indeed is
small, Child of weakness, watch and pray,
Find in me thine all in all”. And I know that
I can trust in all that He has written in His
Holy Scriptures – every promise, every
blessing, every assurance – for every word is
kept perfect and not one word is lost.  Amen. 
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Oct 9 – 15, 2006) 

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
TUE 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting 
THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 3.30 pm  Adults Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  10.30 am    Worship (Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Oct 14, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “Pray for One Another” by Rev Wee 
Eng Moh. For details, please contact Herbert at 
94377715. 
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the 
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat 
(Oct 14, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835 
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Program: Bible 
Study on Hebrews by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For 
details, please contact William Teo at 
91831150. 
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength 
and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing 
chemotherapy. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$10,990; Rp5,000 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200, 
$125; Rev Quek Suan Yew $200; Rev Ronny 
Khoo $300; Van for Hien’s Ministry $450; 
Barnabas Yap $100; FEBC Scholarship $350; 
FEBC $1,000, $1,000, $400, $300, $300 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$15,915; Rp5,000 
Church Building Fund $30,000, $300 Total: 
$504,272.60 
Sunday School Offering: $290.00 
Verse for the Week: A faithful witness will not 
lie: but a false witness will utter lies. Prov. 14:5 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I 
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome. 
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006: 
Date: December 11-16, 2006 
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC 
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart 
Speakers: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy (Day);   
Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew (Night) 
Details on Registration will be announced 
soon. For enquiries, please contact Clement at 
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.  
At the Book Table: Meditations from Psalms 
by Rev Timothy Tow at a special price of $5 
and Christian Art Calendars at $2 each.  
Important Note: Please observe RELC 
Notice: NO SMOKING, NO EATING, NO 
DRINKING. Obey authority, glorify God. 
–  Dr SH Tow 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Opening Hymn No. 237                             
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 23 
Psalm My Wonderful Shepherd 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 454 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee 
Scripture Text Job 23:1-10 
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow 
Hymn No. 475 
Sermon                              The Refining Fire of God 
   (Dr S H Tow) 
Closing Hymn  No. 408 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Dr S H Tow 

His Word Above His Name 
(Message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at True Life 

BPC’s 3rd Anniversary Thanksgiving Service, Oct 1, 06)
Text: Psalm 138:2 

“I will worship toward thy holy temple, and 
praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy 
truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all 
thy name” (Ps 138:2).  

What is His Name? 
What is God’s name? Moses asked God this 

question in Exodus 3:13. “And God said unto 
Moses, ‘I AM THAT I AM: … this is my name for 
ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations”
(Exod 3:14-15).  

What does God’s name tell us? God’s name 
tells us that He is the living and true God who is 
eternal, always existing, and forever living; all-
seeing, all-knowing, and all-powerful. God says in 
Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that I am God: I 
will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted 
in the earth.” Who is this God? He is the God of 
the Judeo-Christian Bible. 

In the Old Testament, we find the
God of Israel having the following
Hebrew names: 

YHWH Yireh: “The LORD who sees
and provides” (Gen. 22:14) 
YHWH Ropheka: “I am the LORD that
healeth thee” (Exod 15:26) 
YHWH Nissi: “The LORD my banner”
(Exod 17:15) 
YHWH Meqaddishkem: “I am the
LORD that doth sanctify you” (Exod
31:13) 
YHWH Shalom: “The LORD sends
peace” (Judg 6:24) 
YHWH Sabbaoth: “The LORD of
hosts” (1 Sam 1:3; 17:45)  
YHWH Ro’i: “The LORD is my
shepherd.” (Ps 23:1) 
YHWH ’Osenu: “The LORD our
maker” (Ps 95:6) 
YHWH Shammah: “The LORD is
there.” (Ezek 48:35) 
YHWH Tsidqenu: “The LORD our
Righteousness.” (Jer 23:6) 
El ’Elyon: “The Most High God” (Gen
14:19) 
El ’Olam: “The Everlasting God” (Gen
21:33) 
El Shaddai: “The Almighty God” (Gen
28:3) 

All the above names of God give us
great confidence in who God is and
what He is. Proverbs 18:10 says, “The
name of the LORD is a strong tower:
the righteous runneth into it, and is
safe.” It comforts us to know that this
living and true God who created heaven
and earth is our God.   

The names of God tell us not only
who He is but also what He is. So, what
is God? The Westminster Shorter

  

True Life BPC’s 3rd Anniversary Thanksgiving Service, Oct 1, 2006 
Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith, & Transfer of Membership 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catechism Question 4 has an excellent answer,
“God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and
unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power,
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.” When
we consider who God is and what He is, we
can only cry out, “How Great Thou Art!” 

But there is more to His Name. The Old
Testament prophesied the coming of the virgin
born Son of God whose “name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isa
9:6). The Son of God who is the Lord Jesus
Christ came as prophesied, and He was all that
He was prophesied to be. Jesus Christ was
none other than God Himself (John 1:1). As
God the Son, he existed even before the world
began, for He said, “Before Abraham was, I
am” (John 8:58 cf Exod 3:13-14). The Lord
Jesus Christ was the “I AM THAT I AM” of
the Old Testament.  He revealed clearly what
that Name meant through His great “I am”
pronouncements:   

“I am the bread of life” (John 6:35) 
“I am the light of the world” (John 9:5) 
“I am the door of the sheep” (John 10:7, 9)  
“I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11, 14) 
“I am the resurrection and the life” (John
11:25) 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John
14:6) 
“I am the true vine” (John 15:1, 5) 

There are exactly seven “I am” statements,
and the number seven is the number of God,
the number of perfection. His Name is perfect.
The above names of Christ are names that
speak of Him as Saviour. The Lord Jesus
Christ gives perfect salvation to all who would
believe on Him. Acts 4:12 says, “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.”  

How about His Word? 
God’s Word is all that God’s Name is and

more! If God is “infinite, eternal, and
unchangeable,” and Jesus is “the same,
yesterday, today, and forever,” so is His Word.
As Christ the Living Word is 100% God and
100% Man in One Person, our perfect Saviour,

so is the Written Word, 100% inspired and 100%
preserved in One Book, our perfect Scripture.
Look at these wonderful verses which describe
the Word of God:  

“The words of the LORD are pure words: as
silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified
seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD,
thou shalt preserve them from this generation
for ever” (Ps 12:6-7). 
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works” (2
Tim 3:16-17). 
“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt
5:18). 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away” (Matt 24:35, Mark
13:31, Luke 21:33). 
“The scripture cannot be broken” (John
10:35). 

His Word is the evidence of all that His
Name means and represents. If His Word be
false and deceptive, fallible and errant, then His
Name would mean nothing and would be
worthless. For if the Word of God is not
infallible and inerrant, perfect and altogether
true, then how can the God of the Word be
believed and trusted? He cannot! It is no wonder
God finds it necessary to exalt His Word above
His Name.  

It might interest you to know that the
Muslims have a very high regard for their Quran.
Let me quote from a Malaysian newspaper—The
Sunday Star—which on September 24, 2006
published an article about how Muslims view
their Quran: “The way a Muslim approaches his
faith is that he believes that every word of the
Holy Quran is the Word of Allah and every word
of Revelation to the Holy Prophet more than
1,400 years ago has been preserved without any
change to the original text.”  

Can this be said of every Christian? Does
every Christian believe that “every word of the
Holy Bible is the Word of God, and every word

of Revelation by the Lord Jesus Christ more than
1,900 years ago has been preserved without any
change to the original text”? The tragic and sad
answer is no. Many today who profess
Christianity deny the jot-and-tittle preservation
of the Scriptures, and by so doing undermine the
very foundation of their faith. There are those
who claim to believe the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, the “I AM THAT I AM,” and that
Jesus Christ is the only name under heaven
whereby man must be saved (Acts 4:12), but
cannot believe in the perfect preservation of the
Holy Scriptures, that we have in our hands today
a 100% perfect Bible without any mistake.  

Does it make sense to promote God’s Name
on the one hand, but demote His Word on the
other; to declare that God’s Name is perfect, but
His Word is imperfect or not so perfect; God’s
Word is perfectly inspired, but not perfectly
preserved; the Bible was only perfect in the past,
but no longer perfect today? The crisis in
Christendom today is the systemic destruction of
the very foundations of the Christian faith by
Christians themselves. “If the foundations be
destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Ps 11:3).
Absolutely nothing!  

At True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church, we
affirm without equivocation that the Name of our
God is indeed perfect, and His Word is even
more perfect. We declare in Article 4.2.1 of our
Constitution:  

“(1) We believe in the divine, Verbal Plenary
Inspiration (Autographs) and Verbal Plenary
Preservation of the Scriptures (Apographs) in
the original languages, their consequent
inerrancy and infallibility, and as the perfect
Word of God, the Supreme and final authority
in faith and life (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:20-21; Ps
12:6-7; Matt 5:18, 24:35). 
“(2) We believe the Hebrew Old Testament
and the Greek New Testament underlying the
Authorised (King James) Version to be the
very Word of God, infallible and inerrant. 
“(3) We uphold the Authorised (King James)
Version to be the Word of God—the best,
most faithful, most accurate, most beautiful
translation of the Bible in the English
language, and do employ it alone as our

primary scriptural text in the public reading,
preaching, and teaching of the English
Bible.” 

We know what God is, but do we know
what the Bible is? Dean John William
Burgon—who defended the divinely preserved
Traditional Text and the Authorised Version
against the heretical and corrupted text of
Westcott and Hort and their Revised Version—
has an excellent definition of the Bible. “What
is the Bible?” Here is Dean Burgon’s answer, 

“The Bible is none other than the voice of
Him that sitteth upon the throne. Every book
of it, every chapter of it, every verse of it,
every word of it, every syllable of it, every
letter of it, is the direct utterance of the Most
High. The Bible is none other than the Word
of God, not some part of it more, some part
of it less, but all alike the utterance of Him
that sitteth upon the throne, faultless,
unerring, supreme.” 

Is the above declaration of the perfection of
the Bible to the last syllable and letter an
overstatement? Yes it is! But can the Word of
God be ever overstated?  No it cannot! God
Himself says that He has magnified His Word
above all His Name. If God’s Name is perfect,
then His Word is doubly perfect—past perfect
and present perfect, even three times perfect—
past perfect, present perfect, future perfect, ie,
always and forever perfect. A Christian can
never be too extreme in his view of God’s
Word. Peter himself described God’s Word not
only as a “sure Word,” but a “more sure Word”
(2 Pet 1:19). 

What is God? What is the Bible? I hope you
are able to answer these basic questions about
whom and what you have believed. Memorise
the answer to Question 4 of the Westminster
Shorter Catechism, and memorise the Dean
Burgon Bible statement. 

The appeal to Sola Scriptura (Scripture
alone) is not alogical but metalogical.  God has
magnified His Word above all His Name.  As
Bible-believing and Bible-defending Christians,
we are not ashamed of our Lord and we are
most certainly not ashamed of His Words. Soli
Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone). Amen. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 16 – 22, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Das Koshy)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held in the home of Dn Charles Kan this Sat
(Oct 21, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 18, Joo
Seng Road, #08-163. Transport will leave
FEBC at 3.00 pm. Message: “Love One
Another” by Dn Tan Beng Lee. For details,
please contact Herbert at 94377715.

True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA
crew.

Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength
and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing
chemotherapy.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $10,780
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Tanzania
Bible College $2,000; Hien (Brisbane) $100;
Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $100; Philip Lagat
(FEBC) $100; Nelson Were (FEBC) $100; Dennis
Kabingue (FEBC) $100; Byju (FEBC) $50; Jose
Mangco (FEBC) $50; Wendy Teng $200; FEBC
$1,000, $280
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$15,060
Church Building Fund – Total: $504,272.60

Sunday School Offering: $448.00

Verse for the Week: A scorner seeketh wisdom,
and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him
that understandeth. Prov. 14:6

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by
Dr Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006:
Date: December 11-16, 2006
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart
Speakers: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy (Day);

Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew (Night)
Camp Fee: $30
Registration Forms are available at the Book
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.
Thank God that NO EATING, NO
DRINKING in the Auditorium is now well
observed. Please continue to observe the law.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 8
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 48
Psalm No. 95
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir

Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 420
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Psalm 29
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Rendering Holy Worship

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 409
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

False Accusations, Persecutions, and Schisms
by Hien Nguyen

(Missionary Preacher of Brisbane B-P Church)

We do thank God for our Perfect Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ (Luke 2:11), who was sent
by His Father into this world to seek and do His
Father’s will (John 5:19, 30; 6:38), to speak His
Father’s Word (John 12:47-50), to proclaim His
Father’s doctrine (John 7:16-17), to finish His
Father’s work (John 17:4), to bear witness to the
Truth (John 18:37), and to be obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross (Phil 2:8).

Our Lord Jesus Christ faced a lot of
opposition, false accusations and persecutions
from sinful men:

“And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus,
and sought to slay him… Jews sought the
more to kill him” (John 5:16, 18).

“And there was much murmuring among the

people concerning him: for some
said, He is a good man: others
said, Nay; but he deceiveth the
people…The people answered and
said, Thou hast a devil” (John
7:12, 20).

“Then answered the Jews, and said
unto him, Say we not well that
thou art a Samaritan, and hast a
devil?” (John 8:48).

“Then again called they the man
that was blind, and said unto him,
Give God the praise: we know that
this man is a sinner” (John 9:24).

“And many of them said, He hath
a devil, and is mad; why hear ye
him?” (John 10:20).

“Then from that day forth they
took counsel together for to put
him to death” (John 11:53).

Our Lord Jesus Christ was not
surprised by the blasphemies and
rejection of sinful men, for He said
unto them:

“And ye have not his word
abiding in you: for whom he hath
sent, him ye believe not … How
can ye believe, which receive
honour one of another, and seek
not the honour that cometh from
God only?” (John 5:38, 44).

“I know that ye are Abraham’s
seed; but ye seek to kill me,
because my word hath no place
in you … And if I say the truth,
why do ye not believe me? He

True Life BPC’s 3rd Anniversary Thanksgiving Service, Oct 1, 2006

Praise Items Presented by the FEBC Students



that is of God heareth God’s words: ye
therefore hear them not, because ye
are not of God” (John 8:37, 46, 47).

“But ye believe not, because ye are not
of my sheep, as I said unto you. My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me” (John 10:26-27).

“And if any man hear my words, and
believe not, I judge him not: for I came
not to judge the world, but to save the
world. He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day” (John 12:47-48).

“And whosoever speaketh a word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him:
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him,
neither in this world, neither in the world
to come. Either make the tree good, and
his fruit good; or else make the tree
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree
is known by his fruit. O generation of
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak
good things? for out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh. A good
man out of the good treasure of the heart
bringeth forth good things: and an evil
man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth
evil things. But I say unto you, That
every idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in the
day of judgment. For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned” (Matt
12:32-37).

Our Lord Jesus Christ commands us to
remember His Word of encouragement:

“Remember the word that I said unto
you, The servant is not greater than his
lord. If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you; if they have kept
my saying, they will keep yours also”
(John 15:20).

“These things have I spoken unto you,
that ye should not be offended. They
shall put you out of the synagogues: yea,
the time cometh, that whosoever killeth
you will think that he doeth God
service” (John 16:1-2).

“The disciple is not above his master, nor
the servant above his lord. It is enough
for the disciple that he be as his master,
and the servant as his lord. If they have
called the master of the house
Beelzebub, how much more shall they
call them of his household?” (Matt
10:24-25).

Then let us look unto our Lord Jesus
Christ and follow His steps:

“For consider him that endured such
contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in
your minds” (Heb 12:3).

“For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should
follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither
was guile found in his mouth: Who, when
he was reviled, reviled not again; when
he suffered, he threatened not; but
committed himself to him that judgeth
righteously: Who his own self bare our
sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were
healed. For ye were as sheep going
astray; but are now returned unto the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls” (1
Pet 2:21-25).

Concerning division or schism, the Lord
Jesus Christ said, “Suppose ye that I am
come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay;
but rather division” (Luke 12:51). Although
Luke used the term diamerismon
(dissension, disunity), it has the same
meaning as the term schisma which John
used in his Gospel:

“So there was a division (schisma)
among the people because of him” (John
7:43).

“And there was a division (schisma)
among them” (John 9:16).

“There was a division (schisma)
therefore again among the Jews for these
sayings” (John 10:19).

The term schisma occurs 8 times in the
Bible (Matt 9:16, Mark 2:21, John 7:43;
9:16; 10:19; 1 Cor 1:10; 11:18; 12:25), and
means “split, division, dissension, or
schism.”

Truly, there should be no schism or
division in the church or in the body of
Christ due to selfish motives, ambitions or
pride (1 Cor 1:10; 11:18; 12:25). However,
if it concerns Biblical doctrines, true Bible-
believing Christians cannot compromise
God’s Word (God’s Truth) for the sake of
unity. Divisions or schisms cannot be
avoided if there is an absence of full
submission to the Lord and His Word among
church members. God commands His people
to put the doctrine of Biblical separation into
practice (2 Cor 6: 14-18; 2 Thess 3:6-15; 2
John 10-11), and those who do not submit
themselves to the Lord and the authority of
His Perfect Word have no grounds to blame
others for the division or schism.

***************

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE:

Chapter 21

John 21:20-25

John not immortal but Jesus is!

After our Lord had conferred the
martyr’s crown on Peter, the chief of
apostles was curious to know John’s future.
Calvin says, “We have in Peter an instance
of our not merely superfluous but even
harmful curiosity, that we are drawn away
from our duty by looking at others.” As the
saying goes “to compare is odious”, we

should heed what is given as a gentle
admonition by our Lord in reply to Peter. “If
I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to
thee? follow thou me” (v. 22). What is
God’s plan for your life? What is His holy
will that should consume you like fire
charcoal? Let your whole being be given up
to do His bidding. In Paul’s words, “But I
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for
which also I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus” (Phil 3:12). Let us learn from Paul to
“pursue” Christ.

Out of Christ’s cryptic saying, “If I will
that he tarry till I come” there went about a
rumour that John was the one promised
immortality by our Lord. This was an
erroneous notion, perhaps circulating on the
whispering lips of John’s own congregation
at Ephesus. A fable was spread of John how
he ordered a grave to be dug for him and
went into it, and the next day it was found
empty! In this Epilogue the Apostle John
once for all explodes the myth that was
beginning to be spread about him.

There is one truly Immortal, the Risen
Saviour who dined with them that early
morning. His Immortality is made the more
Immortal by the records made of his Life
which “if they should be written everyone, I
suppose that even the world itself could not
contain the books that should be written.
Amen.” May you, dear Reader, find life, life
everlasting, life more abundant by going
over and over again this Gospel of Life!

Sing them over again to me,
Wonderful words of life;

Let me more of the beauty see,
Wonderful words of life;

Words of life and beauty, Teach me
faith and duty;

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of life,

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of life.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 23 – 29, 2006)

MON 7.30 pm Life of Christ II
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm Theology of Prayer
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

2.30 pm Evangelism

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this
Sat (Oct 28, 06). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean
BPC, 48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For
those requiring transport, please meet at
Lavender MRT at 3.15 pm. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will
be held this Sat (Oct 28, 06) at 5.30 pm.
Venue: Mr and Mrs Edward Wong’s home at
45 Hindhede Walk, #06-04 (Lobby 1),
Springdale Condominium, Singapore 587978.
Tel: 64670645. Message: “Pride of Life” by
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please
contact Edward at 93887328.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength
and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing
chemotherapy.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $7,491
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $125; Rev Ronny
Khoo $100; Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $100; Isaac
Lam Mung $50; Dennis Kabingue (FEBC) $70;
Limhathung (FEBC) $50; Byju (FEBC) $60;
Nelson Were (FEBC) $70; Barnabas Yap $100;
FEBC $350, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$8,766
Church Building Fund $520, $200, $100 Total:
$505,092.60

Sunday School Offering: S$398.00; HK0.10

Verse for the Week: Go from the presence of a
foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the
lips of knowledge. Prov. 14:7

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome. The
Sunday School Lessons are taped and available
for free download at our website at
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.

There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Oct
29, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 96659109.
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006:
Date: December 11-16, 2006
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart
Main Speaker: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy
Night Speaker: Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew
Camp Fee: $30
Registration Forms are available at the Book
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 66
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 72
Psalm No. 142
Announcements
Special Number Clement Chew
Offering & Hymn No. 320
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Romans 10:14-15
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Sending Preachers

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 461
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Rendering Holy Worship
(Message delivered by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the
True Life Church 10.30 am Service, Oct 15, 06)

Text: Psalm 29

Calvin wrote, “No worship pleases God except
what He sanctifies.” The worship of God is a most
sacred exercise that must be done in God’s way.
How may we render to God worship that would be
pleasing and acceptable to Him? In order to render
true and pure worship to God, we must observe the
following three principles:

(1) Give Him Due Glory and Honour

Psalm 29:1-2 reads, “Give unto the LORD, O
ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength.
Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name.”

True worship of God requires the worshipper to
know who God is. The living and true God is none
other than the LORD (Hebrew YHWH)—Yahweh
or Jehovah—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. YHWH is God’s covenant name known only
to God’s covenant people, namely, the children of

Israel. As Christians, we are also God’s
covenant people. In order to worship
God in spirit and in truth, we must have
a covenant relationship with Him. We
must be born again, born of the Spirit,
born into His family. God’s people must
worship no other gods, but the living
and true God who is Jesus Christ. Only
He is worthy of our worship. So, the
first step towards worshipping the living
and true God aright is to believe in
Jesus Christ, and be part of God’s
covenant family.

True worshippers are commanded to
give glory only to the one living and
true God and no other. The “mighty”
men (ie, the educated, the rich, the
powerful) who receive respect and
honour from lesser men must
nonetheless kowtow to the Almighty
who is above all, who is all-knowing,
all-seeing, and all-powerful.

Are we careful to give to God the
glory that is due to Him? Take the
Lord’s Day for instance; do we come
early to prepare ourselves to meet the
Lord or are we always late to church?
The Bible talks about being absent from
the body, and present with the Lord, but
how many of us are present in the body,
but absent from the Lord, especially at
the worship service on the Lord’s Day?
I speak from experience. When I do not
discipline myself, I would find my heart
and my mind wandering away from the
worship of God, and I would lose focus
on God and His Word.

How can we give to God the glory
that is due to Him? There are many
practical ways whereby we can glorify

Filipina Bible Study



our Lord at the Sunday service. We can come
to church early or on time. We prepare our
hearts by confessing our sins and repenting of
our ways. We can sing the hymns with feeling
and understanding. We pay attention to the
sermon and are sensitive to the Spirit’s
convicting and sanctifying work as the Word is
read and preached. The auditorium becomes a
sanctuary—a holy place—when the call to
worship is given, and remains a holy place
until the benediction is given. The sanctity of
worship should keep us from eating, drinking,
napping, or chit-chatting during the worship
service.

It is important for God’s people to come
together to worship the Lord. Being present in
the house of the Lord is part and parcel of
serving the Lord in His house. Do you not
realise that your presence in church on Sunday
morning is a great encouragement to others?
For example, our pastor, despite his physical
frailty makes it a point to be with God’s people
every Lord’s Day. His quiet presence I am sure
is an encouragement to us for we see the grace
of God in his life. So, let us make the Lord’s
Day worship service a priority in our timetable.
It is a sacred day, and we should come into the
Lord’s house on the Lord’s Day to worship
Him in the beauty of holiness.

(2) Live a Separated and Christlike Life

The second part of verse 2 says, “worship
the LORD in the beauty of holiness.”

The living and true God must be
worshipped in the beauty of holiness and not in
the ugliness of sin. The Lord says in Leviticus
20:26, “And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the
LORD am holy, and have severed you from
other people that ye should be mine.” The
word “severed” here can also be rendered
“separated.” In the context of Leviticus, it has
the sense of separating the clean from the
unclean, the holy from the profane. The
holiness of God is the reason for our separation
from the unclean and unholy things of this
world.

The Apostle John commands us not to love
the world, “Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love

the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world. And the
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever”
(1 John 2:15-17).

The Apostle Paul likewise wrote, “I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service (latreian, worship).
And be not conformed to (suschematizesthe, to
fit into the scheme or pattern of) this world:
but be ye transformed (metamorphousthe, to
undergo a metamorphosis, to be changed from
that which is ugly to that which is beautiful) by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God” (Rom 12:1-2).

We need to worship God by living a holy
life. We worship Him not just on the Lord’s
Day, but every day of the week. We must
conduct ourselves in a godly way not only in
church, but also at home, at work, or at play.
We must not lead a double life. On Sunday,
our conversation is very clean, but during the
week our conduct is foul. Do we expect to
present acceptable worship and service to God
on Sunday when throughout the week we live
in a godless or ungodly way?

God tells us to worship Him in the beauty
of holiness. We cannot worship God in the
filth of sinfulness. Every Lord’s Day, we
present ourselves as “living sacrifices” in
worship of God. O “worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness.” There is great beauty in
holiness, but only ugliness in ungodliness.
When we come to worship the Lord on the
Lord’s Day, we want to present ourselves to
Him as beautiful flowers and not rotten eggs.
To do so, we need to live a separated life, and
not a sinful life throughout the week, and be
beautiful for the Lord on Sunday.

(3) Believe in the Power of His Word

Verses 3-9 highlight the power of God’s
Word. The phrase, “voice of the LORD,”
occurs seven times here. Seven is the number

of perfection and points to the perfect purity of
God’s Word. The voice of God is full of power
and majesty. It inspires awe and fear. That is
why we begin our worship service each time
with God’s Word. The call to worship is given
by reading a portion of Scripture. God’s Word
has a sanctifying influence. In our worship
service, we seek to maximise the voice of God,
and minimise the voice of men. In a proper
worship of God, it is God that must be heard,
not man.

True worship must always be centred on
the Word of God, and that is why our pulpit is
placed at the centre and not at the side. In
liturgical churches, ceremonies and rituals take
centrestage. In modern or contemporary
churches, entertainment hogs the limelight.
The pulpit is either pushed aside or completely
removed. The Word of God is just not relevant
in many churches today. People today do not
see the Word of God like the Psalmist does;
that it is “quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb 4:12).
The postmodern man does not want the Word
of God to expose his sin or error, his evil
thoughts and wicked intentions. Anyone who
preaches God’s Word faithfully and truthfully,
rebuking sin and error, is written off as
unloving and divisive. A sermon that convicts
a man of his sin and the error of his ways is
considered unedifying by many a church-goer
today. The Apostle Paul had already
prophesied about such a time in 2 Timothy 4:3-
4, “For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables.” Do we not see that such a time
has already come? There is such rampant
backsliding and falling away from the faith
today! And it all begins with having a low
view of God’s Voice or God’s Word.

Psalm 62:11 says, “God hath spoken once;
twice have I heard this; that power belongeth

unto God.” When God speaks once, we must
hear twice. But today, people shut their ears to
the Word of God. Why then do people come to
church today? Do they come because of God
and His Truth? Do they come because they
realise they are sinfully sick, and need spiritual
healing? Many today go to church without the
Bible. They go to church not to worship God
or to learn from Him, but for selfish
gratification. The church degenerates into a
community or country club, a place for
personal advertisement—swopping name cards
making business contacts, boosting self-
esteem, having a jolly time.

I believe in the power of God, and in the
power of His Word, perfectly inspired and
perfectly preserved. The Word of God today is
100% perfect without any error, without any
mistake. Do you hear the voice of God today?
Is it loud and clear to you? What is the voice of
God? The Holy Bible is the Voice of God!
Dean Burgon said, “The Bible is none other
than the voice of Him that sitteth upon the
throne. Every book of it, every chapter of it,
every verse of it, every word of it, every
syllable of it, every letter of it, is the direct
utterance of the Most High. The Bible is none
other than the Word of God, not some part of it
more, some part of it less, but all alike the
utterance of Him that sitteth upon the throne,
faultless, unerring, supreme.”

When we worship God according to His
will and His way by (1) giving Him the glory
and honour that is due to Him, (2) living a
separated and Christlike life, and (3) believing
in the power of His Word, we will experience
His strength, and be blessed with His peace.
The last verse is a promise, “The LORD will
give strength unto his people; the LORD will
bless his people with peace.” Each Sunday
when we worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness applying the three principles of
worship above, we will leave this sanctuary
spiritually strengthened, and blessed with the
peace of God. Are you finding this to be true in
your worship experience in church? O
“worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.”
May the Lord help us!
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
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(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Oct 30 – Nov 5, 2006) 

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
THU  FEBC Exams Begin 
FRI 8.00 pm  Family Worship 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  10.30 am    Worship   
  (Rev Raymond Carlson) 
  Korean Worship Service  
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Worship Service 
Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC, 
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503). 
 

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed (Nov 1, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, 
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message: 
“God’s Faithfulness in Times of Temptations” 
by Bro Dominino. All are welcome. For 
enquiries, please contact Jenny Kan at 
62890682. 
 

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will 
be held at the home of Mr and Mrs Eio Eng 
Hua this Fri (Nov 3, 06) at 8 pm. Address: No. 
20 Irrawaddy Road, #08-02 Elegance View, 
Singapore 329550. Tel: 62514256. Speaker: 
Rev Raymond Carlson. 
 

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Nov 4, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “Encouraging One Another” by Rev 
Tan Kian Sing. For details, please contact 
Herbert at 94377715. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $6,402 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Marilyn 
(Kuching) $500; Barnabas Yap $500; Wendy Teng 
$500; FEBC $5,000, $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$13,202 
Church Building Fund $2,000, $50 Total: 
$507,142.60 
Sunday School Offering: $301.00 
Verse for the Week: The wisdom of the prudent is 
to understand his way: but the folly of fools is 
deceit. Prov. 14:8 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by Rev Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I 
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.  
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit 
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 425 Fajar Road at 
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Tai Mern 
Yee at 96659109. 
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006: 
Date: December 11-16, 2006 
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC 
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart 
Main Speaker: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy  
Night Speaker: Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew  
Camp Fee: $30 
Registration Forms are available at the Book 
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at 
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.  
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength and 
for Bro Henry Tan at SGH Ward 74 Room 1. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No.  46                             
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 
Hymn FECCC Theme Song   
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 432 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text I Timothy 6:11-21 
Sermon                              Fight the Good Fight! 
   (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
Closing Hymn  No. 412 
Benediction  Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 

Korean Service @ True Life! 
This Lord’s Day, October 29, 2006, which 

is Reformation Sunday, sees the birth of a new 
Korean worship service at True Life B-P 
Church. Rev Park Seung Kyu and Preacher 
Kim Hak Soo, both graduates of the Far 
Eastern Bible College (FEBC), will oversee 
this work. Rev Park was ordained by the 
PyungSeo Presbytery of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Korea, and 
served as evangelist, preacher and pastor of 
the SuYu Glory Bible Presbyterian Church in 
Korea since 1993. He earned his BA and 
MDiv from the College and Seminary of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Korea, his BRE from FEBC, and an MA in 
Western History from KyungHee University. 
He is currently a PhD candidate of KyungHee 
University, and writing his dissertation on 
Puritan History. Lately, on his way to 
Aberdeen, UK, for further research and 

studies, he made a stopover in
Singapore and paid FEBC a visit.
During his stay in Singapore, he
received a “Macedonian Call.” The
Korean brethren have been praying
for a Korean Bible-Presbyterian
witness in Singapore. The Lord
redirected his path, and moved his
heart to start a new Korean ministry
in Singapore under the auspices of
True Life B-P Church. Preacher
Kim Hak Soo, who graduated from
FEBC with a BTh in 1999, who had
served in the Korean Church in
Singapore under Rev Son Jung
Chul, will assist in this new work. 

This new Korean outreach is in
the spirit of the 21st Century
Reformation Movement. Both Rev
Park and Pr Kim share the same
vision and mission as True Life and
FEBC to defend the forever
infallible and inerrant words of the
Holy Scriptures, 100% inspired and
100% preserved, and to promote the
gospel of Jesus Christ in obedience
to the Great Commission. Rev Park
is the Assistant Recording Secretary
of the Far Eastern Council of
Christian Churches (FECCC) which
is the Regional Council of Asia and
Far East of the International Council
of Christian Churches (ICCC). The
battle today is again the battle for
the Bible, and for the Biblical
doctrine of the Verbal PlenaryFellowship after Bible Study cum Prayer Meeting at Hien’s residence, Oct 21, 2006 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preservation (VPP) of the Holy Scriptures
no less. Many are working hard to silence
this voice for the present perfection of the
Holy Scriptures, but if this voice is of God,
no one can silence it (Acts 5:38-39, 2 Cor
13:8). The voice of our Lord Jesus Christ
rings loud and clear today, “For verily I
say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt
5:18), “Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away” (Matt
24:35). 

Our Korean brethren meet in Chancery
Room (#503). They have 2 services, a
morning service at 10.30, and an afternoon
service at one. If you have Korean friends,
do welcome them to our Korean worship
service.  

Praise the Lord for another witness!  
**************** 

Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church 
A Report from Hien Nguyen 

I do thank God and praise the Lord for
His grace and mercy upon me that I got a
sound and Biblical training at the Far
Eastern Bible College and then became a
missionary preacher of True Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church. By God’s grace we
first started a Bible study at a library in
July 2004 and then at our home in October
2004 with Bro Robert, Sis Karen and Bro
Walter. We had our Sunday worship at our
home since February 2005. We thank God
that Bro Tim, Sis Anne and Zac from New
Zealand came to Brisbane in January
2006, so we had enough members (seven)
to register the church. We hired a
community hall for our Sunday worship in
April 2006. We thank and praise the Lord
that Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church
was registered officially on August 28,
2006 and now we have our Sunday
worship at 2.00 pm at a new venue at St

John’s Presbyterian Church. We have been
so much encouraged by brethren from here
and there who visited us and joined our
Bible study and worship, especially Rev
Stephen Khoo who came to conduct the
Lord’s Supper last month.  

Thank God that a few new friends have
joined our Bible study or Sunday worship
although they are not committed to joining
us regularly. I see that I am useless,
hopeless and helpless, but God has
graciously sustained me and helped me
preach His fully inspired and fully
preserved Word faithfully and press on
with the ministry here. Thanks and praise
be to the Lord alone! I do appreciate your
prayers. 

The following is our contact and
website: 

Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church 
Sunday Service at 2.00 pm at 
St John’s Presbyterian Church 

23 King St, Annerley, QLD 4103 
Ph: 61 7 3844 1264 

Email: brisbanebpc@yahoo.com.au 
Website: 

http://www.febc.edu.sg/brisbanebpc.htm 

**************** 
A Blessed Anniversary 

Dear Rev Dr Timothy Tow, Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo, Session and congregation of
True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Singapore: 

Greetings in the blessed name of our
risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
The Session and congregation of Faith
Presbyterian Church (Perth) send greetings
on the occasion of the third “Thanksgiving
Anniversary Service” of True Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church. 

Praise the Lord for the faithfulness of
the ministry during the past three years,
standing for the Lord in the manner of the

Reformers, challenging the attacks on God’s
Word and enduring deceitful and malicious
attacks (Matt 5:10). This type of witness is
becoming rare in Christendom.  

It is interesting that the ministry of True
Life Bible-Presbyterian Church began at the
beginning of October (Reformation month)
and Reformation Sunday is at the end of the
same month. It is encouraging to hear of the
constant reminders of the Reformation and
for your involvement in the 21st Century
Reformation. 

Praise God also for the various ministries
of True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church, and
especially for the Far Eastern Bible College,
which has been a Lighthouse for many years
in the world of darkness. It is good to be
reminded of the precious promises of God’s
Word as you continue to preach the gospel
and proclaim the truth. “Am I therefore
become your enemy, because I tell you the
truth?” (Gal 4:16).  

The Words of Jesus Christ, reminds us of
those who seek popularity instead of
faithfulness in ministry, “Woe unto you,
when all men shall speak well of you! for so
did their fathers to the false prophets” (Luke
6:26). 

May the Lord continue to strengthen the
ministry with all the challenges ahead as we
look forward to His soon Coming. 
In His Service, 
Rev Errol D Stone,  
Session and Congregation,  
Faith Presbyterian Church—Perth  
(Jude 3) 

**************** 
THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 

I John; 2 John; 3 John 
The Epistles of Life 

Although John’s name is not mentioned
in these three Epistles which are attributed
to him, “There are such close affinities with
the Fourth Gospel in style and subject matter

that most scholars agree that the four
writings are from the same hand” (New
Bible Commentary). 

And inasmuch as the Fourth Gospel is
written “that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through His
Name” (John 20:31), these Epistles are
written “unto you that believe on the name
of the Son of God; that ye may know that
ye have eternal life” (I John 5:13). As we
have called John’s Gospel the Gospel of
Life, so are we led to call these companion
writings the Epistles of Life. What in the
whole world can compare with life? “For
what is a man advantaged, if he gain the
whole world, and lose himself, or be cast
away?” (Luke 9:25). The Gospel of Life is
to lead you into Life. The Epistles of Life
are to establish you in the Life, that you
might not merely hope for Salvation but
know for sure you have it. These Epistles
are Doctrines of Everlasting Life. 

The Epistles are a further extension of
the Gospel in that they are an exposition of
the Gospel and a defence of the Gospel.
For the early Church was already under
attack of the evil one, the spirit of
antichrist, through heresies and worldly
philosophies, so that schisms began to hurt
the unity of the Church (1 John 2:19).
While these Epistles are a strong refutation
of the erroneous claims of Gnosticism, that
salvation comes through initiation into
their system of “knowledge”, which denies
an incarnate Christ, positively, they teach
righteousness of life, brotherly love, and
faith in Jesus, God in the flesh. God is love
and God is light, but God is above all our
Heavenly Father and we His little children.
And we should seek Him and keep
ourselves from idols! 
“Words of Life and beauty. Teach me faith
and duty, Wonderful words of Life.” 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 6 – 12, 2006)

MON – FRI FEBC Exams
FRI 7.00 pm FEBC End-of-Term

Thanksgiving Service
SAT 3.15 pm Young People’s Fellowship

3.30 pm Adults’ Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Worship Service
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Worship Service

Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC,
Level 5, Stevens Room (#507) today.

There will be no Prayer Meeting this Friday.
All members are invited to attend the FEBC
End-of-Term Thanksgiving Service this Fri
(Nov 10, 06) at the Far Eastern Bible College,
9A Gilstead Road, 7 pm. Speaker: Dr Tow
Siang Hwa.

Adults’ Fellowship Meeting will be held at
the home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat
(Nov 11, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Program: Bible
Study on Hebrews by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. For
details, please contact William Teo at
91831150.

Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will
be held this Sat (Nov 11, 06) at 5.30 pm.
Venue: Dr and Mrs Francis Lee’s home at 35
Moonbeam Terrace (off Holland Road),
Singapore 277308. Tel: 64652272. Message:
“Search Me, O God and know my heart” by
Elder William Seah. For details, please contact
Edward at 93887328.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $8,702
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $300, $200;
Korean Worship Service $1,000; Tanzania Bible
College $2,000; Missions $300; Rev Ronny Khoo
$100; Hien (Brisbane) $325; Henry Tan $800; Sim
Swee Ho & family $300; Wendy Teng $100;
FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC $60
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$14,520
Church Building Fund $100 Total: $507,242.60

Sunday School Offering: $181.00

Verse for the Week: Fools make a mock at sin: but
among the righteous there is favour. Prov. 14:9

We welcome Rev Dr Raymond Carlson to our
pulpit this morning. Rev Carlson is Field
Director of Go! International and missionary to
Kenya. He is a graduate of Highland College and
Faith Theological Seminary.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
Visitation to the home of Bro Henry Tan this Sat
(Nov 11, 06) at 3.15 pm. Address: Blk 351,
Yishun Avenue 11, #06-199. Transport will
leave FEBC at 2.30 pm. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006:
Date: December 11-16, 2006
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart
Main Speaker: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy
Night Speaker: Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew
Camp Fee: $30
Registration Forms are available at the Book
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength and

for Bro Henry Tan undergoing chemotherapy.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 32
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 8
Hymn No. 141
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 405
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Mark 8:34-38
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Raymond Carlson
Sermon Eternal Profit

(Rev Dr Raymond Carlson)
Closing Hymn Burn Out For Jesus!
Benediction Rev Dr Raymond Carlson

The Reformation Bible
By Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

No Bible, no Reformation! “Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom
10:17). It was God’s Word that brought about
the 16th Century Protestant Reformation. The
Reformation did not happen by chance or by
accident. It was a special event preplanned by
God and it finally happened in God’s perfect
time. According to Church historian Philip
Schaff, “The Reformation of the 16th Century is,
next to the introduction of Christianity, the
greatest event in history.” Just as the Lord Jesus
Christ came miraculously in “the fullness of the
time” (Gal 4:4), so did the Reformation. In light
of biblical precedents and special providence
(providentia extraordinaria), the Protestant
Reformation was a “miracle event” from God.

The Reformation fire was lit by the Light of
God’s Word. The Word of God had to be put
into the hands of the common folk. The Lord

used His servants like Wycliffe,
Tyndale, Coverdale, and finally the
King James translators to put the
Bible into the hands of the people in
the pew so that they might know the
truth, and the truth shall make them
see and set them free (John 8:32).

A Good Fruit of the Reformation

The Authorised or King James
Version (AV/KJV) is built upon all
the Reformation versions (Wycliffe,
Tyndale, Coverdale, Geneva etc) of
the English Bible and is providentially
the best of all the English versions. It
has stood the test of time and blessed
many millions all over the world for
nearly 400 years.

There are four reasons why the
KJV is superior:

It is Based on the Perfectly
Preserved Text

All Christians should believe in
the inspiration and preservation of the
Holy Scriptures (2 Tim 3:16, Ps 12:6-
7). Jesus used the OT Scriptures
during His earthly ministry, and
considered every word of it to be
inspired. In Matt 5:18, He said, “Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled.” This surely
implies that the Hebrew Scriptures
have been preserved through the
centuries, to the extent that every bit
of it has been left intact. If God has so
preserved the words of the OT

The Defined King James Bible
Archaic words and obsolete words are defined with modern

English equivalent on each page in the footnotes. This removes at
once a commonly raised objection to the use of the KJB.

In forty pages of companion NOTES, the case for the
continued usage of the Queen of English Bible Translations is
simply and powerfully set forth, as well as the subtle corruption
of every Modern English Version is clearly exposed.

This Defined KJB is published by defenders and lovers of
God’s Word purely as an encouragement to God’s faithful
remnant and not for filthy lucre (which motivates the giant Bible
publishers). It signals to all the world, that God has raised up a
banner of Truth in the USA and Far East, for such a time as this.

Available at the Book

Table. Get a copy today!



Scriptures so that none of them is lost, will
He not also preserve the NT Scriptures?
Based on God’s promises and power, we can
say with confidence that we have the very
Word of God today in the divinely preserved
Hebrew and Greek texts (or words) on which
the KJV is based.

It is Translated by Godly and Able
Scholars

The King James Version is an excellent
translation of the Holy Scriptures. It is a
good fruit. It is a good fruit because it comes
from a good tree (Matt 7:15-20). The KJV is
a good translation because of good
translators; in terms of their intellect and
learning, they were brilliant; and in their
faith and devotion towards God, they were
vibrant. There were a total of 54 scholars of
the highest rank who translated the KJV.
They were not only men of great learning
but also of great piety. They were skilled in
the biblical languages, and lived in a period
when the English language was at its
glorious height. It was a most providentially
opportune time to translate the Scriptures
into the English tongue. They began their
work in 1604 and completed it in 1611—a
total of seven years. Without doubt, the KJV
is a result of God’s special providence.

Consider Alexander McClure’s
“Evaluation of the KJ Translators and
Translation.” He wrote, “As to the capability
of those men, we may say again, that by the
good Providence of God, their work was
undertaken in a fortunate time. Not only had
the English language, that singular
compound, then ripened to its full
perfection, but the study of Greek, and of the
oriental tongues, ... had then be carried to a
greater extent in England than ever before or
since. ... it is confidently expected that the
reader of these pages will yield to the
conviction, that all the colleges of Great
Britain and America, even in this proud day
of boastings, could not bring together the

same number of divines equally qualified
by learning and piety for the great
undertaking. Few indeed are the living
names worthy to be enrolled with those
mighty men. It would be impossible to
convene out of any one Christian
denomination, or out of all, a body of
translators, on whom the whole Christian
community would bestow such confidence
as is reposed upon that illustrious company,
or who would prove themselves as
deserving of such confidence” (Translators
Revived, 63-4).

It is Accurately Translated Word for
Word

The KJV employs a correct method of
translation. The KJV uses the verbal/formal
over against the dynamic equivalence
method of translation. The verbal/formal
equivalence method is the only acceptable
method for the translation of the Holy
Scriptures. Why? Simply because the Bible
is the verbally inspired Word of God!

God issued a very serious warning in
Rev 22:18, “For I testify unto every man
that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book: And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book
of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book.” In any attempt to
translate the Scriptures, it is paramount that
there should be no addition to, subtraction
from, and changing of God’s Word. It must
be translated word for word without any
alteration of its divine sense or intent.

The dynamic equivalence method is a
subjective and interpretive thought-for-
thought method. Such a method may be
applied to human literature, but certainly
not Holy Scripture. The Bible’s divine
origin and its verbal inerrancy forbid it.

“Virgin” must be translated “virgin,” and not
“young woman” (as in the RSV), and
“blood” must be translated “blood,” and not
“death” (as in the TEV), and “only begotten”
must be translated “only begotten,” and not
just “one and only” (as in the NIV).

It is Faithful to Historic Protestant
Theology

The KJV preserves all the fundamental
doctrines of the Christian Faith like the (1)
Inspiration of Scripture (2 Tim 3:16), (2)
Preservation of Scripture (Ps 12:6-7), (3)
Virgin Birth of Christ (Isa 7:14), (4) Eternal
Generation of Christ (John 1:14, 18, 3:16,
18, 1 John 4:9), (5) the Holy Trinity (1 John
5:7-8), (6) the deity and humanity of Christ
(1 Tim 3:16), and many others. The
modernistic 20th century versions on the
other hand have unfaithfully manipulated
these biblical texts to change or corrupt these
and other fundamental truths of the Christian
faith.

One fundamental doctrine of the
Christian faith that is undermined or
attacked by the modern versions is the
doctrine of the Trinity. They attack this
important doctrine by scissoring out the
clearest proof-text for the doctrine of the
Trinity which is 1 John 5:7, “For there are
three that bear record in heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these
three are one.” Some will argue that the
absence of 1 John 5:7 does not affect the
doctrine of the Trinity because there are
many other biblical passages that teach it.
The doctrine to them is thus not lost. While
the doctrine may not be lost, a very strong
testimony for it has surely been. Which other
scriptural passage is as crystal clear as 1
John 5:7 in expressing the unity of the three
Persons of the Godhead? We lose a very
valuable proof-text by such flippant
statements against the traditional preserved
text in favour of the critical cut-up text. This
is not a small matter as some would like to

think. Paul warned, “a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump” (Gal 5:9). By
faith in God’s promise of perfect
preservation of not just His doctrines but
also His words to the last iota (Matt 5:18,
24:35), we believe 1 John 5:7 to be the
inspired words of God as given in the
original.

A Return to the Reformation

In an age when the pressure to be
popular, to compromise, and to backslide is
so great, there is a real need to remember
and to return to the old-time faith of the
Protestant Reformation as expressed in the
biblical dicta of Grace alone, Faith alone,
Christ alone, Scripture alone, and to the
Glory of God alone. In this postmodern and
apostate age of uncertainty and unbelief, the
temptation is great to denounce the forever
infallible and inerrant Word of God as
found in the 100% inspired and 100%
preserved Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek
words of the Reformation Bible and the
KJV, and to renounce the Protestant
Reformation as a mistake in the history of
the church.

But true Protestant sons and Bible-
loving Christians should resist the seduction
of ecumenical unity at the expense of truth,
and the temptations of a neo-deistic
worldview that denies the present perfection
of the Holy Scriptures.

What of the many new and modern
versions of the Bible today? Albert Einstein
once said, “A man with one watch knows
what time it is, a man with two watches is
never sure.” Allow me to apply Einstein’s
words to the Bible, “A Christian with one
Bible knows what the Truth is, a
Christian with two Bibles is never sure.”
Let us be sure of God’s Truth by returning
to the good old Bible, the one Bible of the
great Protestant Reformation, which we
have in our hands today!
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Nov 13 – 19, 2006) 

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  10.30 am    Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew) 
  Korean Worship Service  
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Worship Service 
Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC, 
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503). 
 

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Nov 18, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “Visiting the Sick” by Elder William 
Seah. For details, please contact Herbert at 
94377715. 
 

Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006: 
Date: December 11-16, 2006 
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC 
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart 
Main Speaker: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy  
Night Speaker: Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew  
Camp Fee: $30 
Registration Forms are available at the Book 
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at 
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.  
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength 
and for Bro Henry Tan undergoing 
chemotherapy. 
Latest Issue of Burning Bush, Jan 2007 
available at the Book Table. Please help 
yourself to a copy. 
 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$9,624; RM1 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Dr 
Raymond Carlson $500; Rev Quek Suan Yew 
$200; Rev Ronny Khoo $200; Van for Hien’s 
ministry $300; Philip Lagat’s wife $200, $100; 
FEBC Bookroom $33, $33, $33; FEBC 
Scholarship $300; FEBC $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$11,823; RM1 
Church Building Fund – Total: $507,242.60 
Sunday School Offering: $322.00 
Verse for the Week: The heart knoweth his own 
bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle 
with his joy. Prov. 14:10 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by Rev Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I 
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome. 
The Sunday School Lessons are taped and 
available for free download at our website at 
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio 
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn 
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA 
crew.  
Full-Time Position of Church Clerk in 
Truth B-P Church: 
Applications to the above position are invited. 
Applicant must be a Christian and be able to 
do church accounting and church admin work. 
Kindly email your resume to 
admin@truthbpc.com or post to Truth B-P 
Church, 201 Pandan Gardens, Singapore 
609337. Applications must be received by 10 
Dec 2006. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 441                           
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 5 
Hymn No. 320 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 392 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text Romans 1:16-17 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Sermon                           From Faith to Faith 
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 301 
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

The Lord’s Supper 
by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

Introduction 
The Lord’s Supper is called the Lord’s 

Supper because it was instituted by the Lord 
Himself just before His death. The Lord’s 
Supper like Water Baptism is an outward sign 
of an inward grace. It is the external, visible 
display of an internal, invisible reality of our 
salvation. For example, when we go through 
the waters of baptism, we are publicly 
declaring what has already happened in our 
heart, namely, the washing away of our sins, 
our new life in Christ, and our hope in the 
future resurrection.  

Note that Water Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper do not save. They are just outward 
symbols of an inward reality. Just like the 
wedding ring. It is not the ring but the vow 
that makes a person married to another.  

Let us consider the meaning and
significance of the Lord’s Supper.
According to the Westminster
Shorter Catechism, “The Lord’s
Supper is a sacrament, wherein, by
giving and receiving bread and
wine, according to Christ’s
appointment, his death showed
forth; and the worthy receivers are,
not after a corporal and carnal, but
by faith, made partakers of his body
and blood, with all his benefits, to
their spiritual nourishment and
growth in grace.” 

The institution of the Lord’s
Supper is recorded for us in all three
synoptic gospels in Matthew 26:26-
28, Mark 14:22-24, and Luke 22:19-
20. Paul discussed the Lord’s
Supper in 1 Corinthians 11:23-34.
When we partake of the Lord’s
Supper, we remember the Lord’s
atoning work on the cross, and when
we partake of it by faith, we receive
spiritual profit and help to live the
Christian life. 

Now, there are four different
views on what the Lord’s Supper
means. Let us look at them one by
one. 

(1) Roman Catholic View 
The Roman Catholic view

of the Lord’s Supper is
called “transubstantiation.” Tran-
substantiation teaches that the bread
and the cup literally become the
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body and the blood of Christ. When the
priest utters the words of Christ, “This is
my body” and “This is my blood,” the
bread and the wine magically turn into the
actual body and blood of Christ. Partaking
of the bread and the cup actually means
eating the real flesh and drinking the real
blood of Christ. Sometimes they put the
bread or the wafer into a monstrance to be
worshipped. The wafer becomes God. This
is idolatry. The Roman Catholic Church
also teaches that each time the Eucharist is
observed, Christ is crucified all over again.
This goes against Hebrews 7:27 which
tells us that Christ’s sacrifice was once for
all, and not repeatable. 

Jesus did not mean a literal eating of
His actual flesh and literal drinking of His
actual blood in John 6:53. He was not
advocating cannibalism. The context
clearly indicates that His words ought to
be understood spiritually. Jesus was
speaking about spiritual eating and
drinking. The body and the blood point to
Christ’s work on the cross. Believe in
Christ, and when He lives in you, you will
be saved.  

The Roman Catholic view is thus
heretical and idolatrous. 

(2) Lutheran View 
The Lutheran view of the Lord’s

Supper came from Martin Luther, the 16th

century reformer. Luther was a very
devout Roman Catholic scholar and monk
before he became a Christian and
Protestant. He said, “I was indeed a pious
monk, and followed the rules of my order
more strictly than I can express. If ever a
monk could obtain heaven by his monkish
works, I should certainly have been
entitled to it.” 

Although Luther is to be commended
for his reformation of the church insofar as
the doctrine of salvation is concerned, we

regret to note that he did not reject
totally the Roman Catholic view of
transubstantiation. It must be noted that
Luther did not agree with the Roman
Catholic view that the bread and cup
literally and magically became the flesh
and blood of Christ. He believed that the
bread was still bread, and the wine was still
wine. Nevertheless, he conceded that the
physical body and blood of Christ were
somehow present “in, with, and under” the
bread and wine.  

Luther’s view is called
“consubstantiation.” Luther used an iron
bar heated with fire to illustrate his point.
The iron after it is heated remains iron, but
now there is the element of heat, and the
heat is in the iron itself, is with the iron,
and is around the iron. 

Again Luther, like the Roman Catholics,
failed to understand that Jesus’ words
concerning eating His flesh and drinking
His blood had to be taken figuratively or
spiritually. Christ is not physically present
in the bread and the wine. 

(3) Zwinglian View 
Ulrich Zwingli was a Swiss Reformer

who taught that the Lord’s Supper was
simply a commemoration of the Lord’s
work on the cross. In 1 Corinthians 11:24,
Jesus said, “this do in remembrance of me.”
Zwingli was correct to say that the bread
and the cup did not contain but merely
represented the body and blood of Christ. 

Although Zwingli was correct to say
that the bread and cup represented or
symbolised the body and blood of Christ,
there was one shortcoming to his view; he
failed to see the spiritual presence of Christ
in the elements. 

(4) Calvinistic View 
Calvin agreed with Zwingli that the

elements represented the body and blood of

Christ. Calvin used the words “symbols,”
“signs,” and “images,” to explain the
meaning of the bread and the cup. Calvin
also taught that the Lord’s Supper was a
commemoration of Christ and His work on
the cross.  

Calvin rightly taught that the partaking
of the Lord’s Supper had an additional
significance. It was a spiritual exercise.
The whole ceremony was sacred. All
participants must observe it with great
reverence and fear.  

At True Life B-P Church, we keep the
Lord’s Supper once a month. Has it
become a routine for us? Do we observe it
as something we have to do as a matter of
course, or do we partake of it each time
with a worshipful attitude searching our
hearts, confessing our sins, and renewing
our commitment to Christ? The Corinthian
Christian did not regard properly the body
and the blood of Christ, and the Lord
struck them with illness, and some even
died (1 Cor 11:27-30).  

But if we come before the Lord’s table
humbly, sincerely, reverentially, and
partake of the bread and the cup by faith,
we will receive a special blessing from
heaven. Such gracious benefits from God
Calvin said cannot be explained, but
experienced. So the Lord’s Supper is not
just a commemoration; it is also a spiritual
exercise. 

Conclusion 
There are four views on the meaning

and significance of the Lord’s Supper:
(1) Roman Catholic (transubstantiation),
(2) Lutheran (consubstantiation), (3)
Zwinglian (commemoration), and (4)
Calvinistic (spiritual). The first two views
are erroneous. The third is true but
incomplete. Calvin’s view is the biblical
view in all its fulness.  

THE GOSPEL OF LIFE: 
The Epistles of Life 

I John 1:1-2 
The Life Eternal in God Revealed to Men 
How similarly does the Apostle commence

this Epistle as he with the Gospel. “The
beginning” that is mentioned here is the same
as “the beginning” of John 1:1, ages upon ages
before “the beginning” of Genesis 1:1 when
God created the universe. 

That which was from the beginning, says
Calvin, refers to the deity of Christ, His divine
nature, which was with God. From all eternity,
that beginning that had no beginning! 

John testifies to his and the other apostles’
coming into contact with the Deity, Who has
come in the flesh (1 John 4:2) so that we have
“heard, and seen with our eyes, and which we
have looked upon, and our hands have
handled.” How this statement reflects what
John had written earlier “And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

For three-and-a-half years John and the other
apostles had lived together with our Lord,
walked and talked together as they went about
Judea preaching, teaching and healing. They
believed with all their hearts Jesus Christ was
the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. While
the bulk of Jesus’ audience left Him because of
unbelief, the apostles stuck with Him through
thick and thin. When Jesus tested them after the
Feeding of the Five Thousand, if they would
also go away, Peter answered, “Lord, to whom
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal
life. And we believe and are sure that thou art
that Christ, the Son of the Living God” (John
6:68, 69). Can you say that of Jesus Christ? 

In the Gospel Christ is called the Word. Here
He is called the Word of Life or the Lively
Word, inasmuch as it is declared earlier “in
Him was life.” Jesus is the Word of Life
because He has poured out His life on all
creatures, and now He restores life in us who
had perished, dead in Adam’s sin. (Calvin). 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 20 – 26, 2006)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Wedding of Wayne Koh
(s/o Elder & Mrs Koh Kim
Song) & Sim Yih Jeam
Venue: Calvary Pandan BPC

3.30 pm No YPF Meeting
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Korean Worship Service
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Worship Service
2.30 pm Evangelism

Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC,
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503).
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon
(Nov 26, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details,
please contact Dn Tai Mern Yee at 96659109.
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006:
Date: December 11-16, 2006
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart
Main Speaker: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy
Night Speaker: Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew
Camp Fee: $30
Registration Forms are available at the Book
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength
and for Bro Henry Tan to be physically
strengthened for chemotherapy.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$6,101; USD1; JPY10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $250, $200;
Tanzania Bible College $2,000; Tanzania Bible
College Building Fund $1,000; Tanzania Bible
College Students Scholarship Fund $1,000;
Philip Lagat (FEBC) $50; Judah (FEBC) $50;
Richard (FEBC) $50; Henry Tan $250; Wendy
Teng $300; YPF Camp $220; FEBC Bookroom
$35, $33, $33; FEBC $350, $280, $200, $200,
$100, $10
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,712; USD1; JPY10
Church Building Fund $2,000, $850, $280,
$250, $200, $100 Total: $510,922.60

Sunday School Offering: $297.00

Verse for the Week: The house of the wicked
shall be overthrown: but the tabernacle of the
upright shall flourish. Prov. 14:11

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
The Sunday School Lessons are taped and
available for free download at our website at
http://www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA
crew.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will
be held at the home of Dr and Mrs Chan Kay
Heem on Dec 1, 06 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: 31
Jalan Kemboja, Sennett Estate, Singapore
349430. Tel: 62822341. Speaker: Rev Stephen
Khoo.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 1
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 24
Hymn No. 227
Announcements
Special Number Children’s Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 123
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text John 9:1-7
Sermon I must work!

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 470
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

From Faith to Faith
(Message delivered by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the
True Life Church 10.30 am Service, Nov 12, 06)

Text: Romans 1:16-17

Romans 1:17, “For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith.” What does it mean to
live by faith? In the light of God’s Word, living by
faith means to put our trust:

In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Not Our Own
Goodness

How to get to heaven? “Do good,” “Be a good
person” are the answers we often get. All the
religions of the world talk about being good or
doing good to enter heaven. Only the Christian
Faith teaches differently. According to the Holy
Scriptures, our goodness or good deeds will only
get us to hell. Why are we all on our way to hell?
God tells us why: “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23). Man is a
sinner from day one; he is born in sin and is living
in sin (Ps 51:5, Rom 3:10-18). Every human being

born into this world is disqualified from
heaven and condemned to hell the very
day he came into existence. All of us
fall infinitely short of God’s perfect
standard of holiness, and are woefully
lacking in the perfect righteousness God
requires of us. “But we are all as
an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and
we all do fade as a leaf; and our
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us
away” (Isa 64:6). Galatians 2:16 says,
“Knowing that a man is not justified by
the works of the law, but by the faith of
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified
by the faith of Christ, and not by the
works of the law: for by the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified.”

Proof of this is man’s transgression
of the Ten Commandments, every one
of them. No one on earth can say he has
kept the Ten Commandments perfectly.
Consider Jesus’ standards of ethical
perfection: “Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in
danger of the judgment: But I say unto
you, That whosoever is angry with his
brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: and whosoever
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be
in danger of the council: but whosoever
shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger
of hell fire” (Matt 5:21-22). “Ye have
heard that it was said by them of old
time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:
But I say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her
hath committed adultery with her

(Cont’d from previous page)

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” (Matt 4:4). He also says,
“If ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you
free… If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed”
(John 8:31, 32, 36). We are freed from all
uncertainties and all anxieties when we
live by faith in the Lord and in His Word.
Circumstances, evidences, or experiences

do not determine what we believe or do not
believe. We just continue in God’s self-
authenticating Word of Truth and Life,
trusting in every thing it says, as Paul says,
“let God be true, but every man a liar”
(Rom 3:4). We begin with God’s Word and
we end with God’s Word.

“From faith to faith,… The just shall live
by faith,” what does it mean? It means we
ought never to trust in our own goodness or
intelligence, but always in the gospel of
Christ our Lord and His perfect Word. Faith
is the victory!



already in his heart” (Matt 5:27-28).

Some might say, “I have broken one or two
of the commandments, but not all ten; surely I
am better than others.” God says everyone is
the same, whether you have broken one, two,
or all Ten Commandments, all are equally
sinful and stand condemned by the law. “For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (Jas
2:10).

How then can my sins be forgiven? How
can I be saved? How can I get to heaven?
There is only one way to truth and life. Jesus
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John
14:6). Salvation cannot be found in any
religion or in any human being, but only in the
Lord Jesus Christ who is both God and Man,
and the only Saviour of the world. 1 Timothy
2:5 says, “For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.” Acts 4:12 says, “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.” What did Jesus do
to save us from our sins? He died for our sins
on the cross, shedding His precious blood, was
buried, and on the third day rose from the dead
(1 Cor 15:1-4).

If we want to be saved, we need to trust in
the goodness of Christ, and His good works for
us in His life, His death, and His life again.
Titus 3:5-6 says, “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.”

Now, how do we know that all this is true,
that Jesus died for our sins and rose again from
the dead? We know this because God’s Word
says so. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 says, “Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures.”
Note the words, “according to the scriptures.”
The Holy Scriptures are not the words of
fallible and finite men; they are the infallible

and inerrant words of the infinite God our
Creator. If we believe in Christ and His words,
we live; if we reject His words, we die! John
3:18 says, “He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son
of God.”

In Divine Revelation, Not Human
Reasoning

“[A]s it is written, The just shall live by
faith.” Why must we live by faith? We must
live by faith simply because God tells us to,
“as it is written.” Our faith is not based on
tradition, opinion, or experience, but on the
Written Word of God. John 20:31 tells us the
purpose of God’s written Revelation, “But
these are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through his
name.” Our faith is not blind faith or foolish
faith, but Biblical faith. Biblical faith is a faith
that is based not at all on fallible and depraved
human reasoning, but only on the infallible and
inerrant words of the Holy Scriptures. Romans
10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.”

It is significant to note that in the Greek
Scriptures, “it is written” (gegraptai), is in the
perfect tense. This tells us that the words of the
Holy Scriptures stand perfectly written for all
time. The words were written in the past, they
stand written in the present, and will remain
written in the future. God saw to the perfect
preservation of His words so that His people in
every age might live by faith always and not
by sight.

How do we know for sure that Jesus died
for us on the cross, was buried, and on the third
day rose from the dead? There is a hymn that
goes like this, “Were you there when they
crucified my Lord? … Were you there when
they nailed Him to the tree? … Were you there
when they pierced Him in the side? … Were
you there when they laid Him in the tomb?”
No, we were not there when it all happened. If
we were not there and did not see His death,

burial and resurrection with our own eyes, then
how can we be sure they truly happened? The
answer is simple. We know for sure that Jesus
died on the cross, was buried, and rose from
the dead because the Holy Bible which is
God’s Word tells us so. In order to see and
know the truth, there is no other way but to
believe what the Bible says with all our heart!
When we read the four canonical Gospels—
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John—which tell us
what Jesus did when He was here on earth, it is
as good as being there ourselves, witnessing
His birth, His works, His death, His burial, and
His resurrection with our very own eyes. “So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” (Rom 10:17). The Bible says
it, that settles it, we believe it. Unless the
sinner humbles himself and believes what the
almighty and all-wise God says in His forever
infallible and inerrant Word, he will remain in
darkness and will never see the light.

It is not the wisdom of the world that will
convert the sinner, but the power of the gospel
of Christ in His Word. That was why Paul
testified, “And I, brethren, when I came to you,
came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
God. For I determined not to know any thing
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and
in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech
and my preaching was not with enticing words
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power: That your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of
God” (1 Cor 2:1-5). No amount of human
reasoning, intelligent rhetoric, or clever
arguments can ever convict and convert a
sinner or an unbeliever. It is only by the
preaching of the cross that sinners are saved:
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved
it is the power of God” (1 Cor 1:18). “For I
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek” (Rom 1:16).

Every Christian, young or old, rich or poor,

educated or unlearned can preach the gospel of
Christ. A Christian need not master all the
rules of logic, or know all the answers to
questions unbelievers might pose, or possess
all the evidences to prove God’s existence, he
just needs to preach the gospel of Christ in all
its fulness and purity, and pray the Holy Spirit
to do His work of soul winning. It is important
to realise that God calls us to be gospel
preachers, not soul winners. The convicting
and converting of a soul to repentance and
salvation does not lie with us but the Holy
Spirit. So a primary school student can preach
the gospel to a university professor, and it will
be just as effective for the power lies not in the
preacher but in the gospel and the Spirit to
make the proudest and mightiest of men to
become a humble believer of Jesus Christ.
Without a miracle from God, the totally
depraved man can never be converted.

Why must we as believers live by faith?
We must live by faith because it is the only
way to please the Lord. Hebrews 11:6 says,
“But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.”

It is important for us not only to begin with
faith but also to end in faith. As Paul says,
“from faith to faith: … The just shall live by
faith.” The future tense of the words, “shall
live” (zesetai), has the sense of continuity and
certainty, and may be rendered, “The just shall
keep on living by faith,” or “The just shall
always live by faith.” Whether rich or poor,
strong or weak, healthy or sickly, promoted or
persecuted, in good times or in bad, we must
always live by faith and not by sight. In other
words, we do not depend on any evidence or
experience but purely on the Word of God
alone for the certainty and security of our faith.
As the hymnwriter says, “My heart is leaning
on the Word, the written Word of God.
Salvation by my Savior’s name, salvation
through His blood. I need no other argument, I
need no other plea. It is enough that Jesus
died, and that He died for me.” Jesus says,

(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 27 – Dec 3, 2006)

FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Stephen Khoo)
Korean Worship Service
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Worship Service

Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC,
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503).
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will
be held at the home of Dr and Mrs Chan Kay
Heem this Friday (Dec 1, 06) at 8 pm.
Address: 31 Jalan Kemboja, Sennett Estate,
Singapore 349430. Tel: 62822341. Speaker:
Rev Stephen Khoo.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Dec 2, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue:
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “To Serve and not to be Served” by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 430 Bukit Panjang
Ring Road at 2.30 pm. For details, please
contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength
and for Bro Henry Tan to be physically
strengthened for chemotherapy.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings:
S$7,085; USD20; RM40; PHP0.25
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $124;
Rev Ronny Khoo $210; Wendy Teng $505,
$500, $100; FEBC Students $100; FEBC
Bookroom $33, $33; FEBC $100; Sunday
School $5
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$8,995; USD20; RM40; PHP0.25
Church Building Fund – Total: $510,922.60

Sunday School Offering: S$269.00; INR100

Verse for the Week: There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death. Prov. 14:12

True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA
crew.
Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006:
Date: December 11-16, 2006
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart
Main Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Night Speaker: Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Camp Fee: $30
Registration Forms are available at the Book
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away in Kenya,
lecturing to BMin students at BCEA, from Nov
21 to Dec 6.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 93
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Rev 2:1-11
Hymn Lord, Here I Take My Cross
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 543
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text John 11:1-6, 11-46
Pastoral Prayer Rev Tan Kian Sing
Sermon How to Cope with Sickness,

Suffering and Death in the
Christian Home
(Rev Tan Kian Sing)

Closing Hymn Precious Lord, Take My
Hand

Benediction Rev Tan Kian Sing

CALLED TO DIE FOR THE GOSPEL
OF LIFE

(A sermon preached by Nelson Were at the FEBC
homiletics class, November 1, 2006)

One of the most well-known martyrdoms
in the history of Christianity in China occurred
in December 1934 when a young American
missionary couple, John and Betty Stam, were
beheaded in Anhui Province along with a
Chinese Christian named Zhang Shuisheng,
who had pleaded for the Stams’ release.

John Stam was of Dutch immigrant
ancestry. At that time in China the rise of the
Communist threat was seriously disrupting
missionary work. The Red Army seemed to be
growing in size and scope daily. Stam saw
these events as mere challenges to God’s

kingdom, but nothing that could
force him to alter his commitment to
Christ and to China. When he was
chosen to give the speech to the
Moody Bible Institute’s Class of
1932, Stam gave the following
stirring challenge:

“Shall we beat a retreat, and
turn back from our high calling
in Christ Jesus, or dare we
advance at God’s command in
the face of the impossible? …
Let us remind ourselves that the
Great Commission was never
qualified by clauses calling for
advance only if funds were
plentiful and no hardship or
self-denial was involved. On the
contrary, we are told to
expect tribulation and even
persecution, but with it victory
in Christ.”

Betty was the daughter of
missionary parents in China, and so
was brought up with Oriental
language and culture. Although she
was attending school in America,
everyone expected her to return to
China to start her own career
as a missionary. Before she was
appointed for service, Betty wrote:

“I want something really
worthwhile to live for. Like
most young people, I want to
invest this one life of mine as
wisely as possible, in the place

(Cont’d from previous page)

Stam was not afraid to die for the sake
of Christ. Vinson’s poem described
his heart well:

AFRAID?

Afraid? Of what?
To feel the spirit’s glad release?

To pass from pain to perfect peace?
The strife and strain of life to cease?

Afraid? — of that?

Afraid? Of what?
Afraid to see the Saviour’s face?

To hear His welcome, and to trace

The glory gleam from wounds of grace?
Afraid? — of that?

Afraid? Of what?
A flash — a crash — a pierced heart;
Darkness — light — O heaven’s art!

A wound of his counterpart!
Afraid? — of that?

Afraid? Of what?
To do by death what life could not —

Baptize with blood a stony plot,
Till souls shall blossom from the spot?

Afraid? — of that?

*****



that yields richest profits to the world
and to me…. I want it to be God’s
choice for me and not my own. There
must be no self-interest at all, or I do
not believe God can reveal His will
clearly. … I know very well that I can
never realize the richest, most
satisfying life Christ meant for me, if I
am not giving my own life unselfishly
for others. Christ said: ‘He that would
find his life shall lose it,’ and proved
the truth of this divine paradox at
Calvary. I want Him to lead, and His
Spirit to fill me. And then, only then,
will I feel that my life is justifying its
existence and realizing the maturity in
Him that Christ meant for all men, in
all parts of the world.”

My topic this morning is “Called to
Die Bearing the Gospel of Christ.”

Matthew presents Christ as the King.
He brings out the kingly line – the son of
David, he cites the visit of the wise men
from the East asking “Where is he that is
born king of the Jews?”, he then presents
the herald of the king, the baptism of the
king, the axioms of the king, and here in
chapter 10 the ambassadors of the king.
This chapter pictures a commissioning
service and in it we find (1) the
ambassadors identified (10:1-4), (2) the
mission indicated (10:5-8), and (3) the
conduct impressed (10:9-15).

From verse 16 to 23, Christ gives them
instruction concerning their witness in the
face of adversity, and it is in this section
that we find the command we will be
looking at this morning. The scope of
Matthew 10:16-23 reaches beyond the
personal ministry of the twelve, covering
in a general sense the sphere of service
during the present age. In this command,
Christ is addressing His disciples before

He sends them out. He who knows all
things prepares His ambassadors. How
does He prepare them? Does He give
them every single detail of every thing
that will happen to them? He gives them
what is enough and sufficient for them.
What is it that the LORD tells them before
they go out? He tells them three things:

Know Your Commission

“Behold I send you forth.” “Behold” is
a call to attention. “Behold” draws the
attention of the disciples from what has
been said before to what is about to be
said. In the previous verses they have
been: (1) Commissioned to a specific
people – like most of us they were sent
to their own people (vv 5-6). (2)
Commissioned with a specific message –
“the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (v 7).
(3) Commissioned to go with compassion
– “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers …
freely you have received freely give” (v
8). (4) Commissioned to go in faith (vv 9-
15).

We see the continuous issuance of
commands which are to govern our
ministry and service. Christ says,
“Behold, I send you forth.” The “I” here
is emphatic, holding up Himself as the
Fountain of the Gospel ministry, and the
Commissioner of the Gospel burden.

What do we need to know about our
commission? We need to know who it is
that calls and sends – “Behold I.” We
need to know our LORD for as we go it is
Him that we proclaim, it is Him that we
obey, it is Him that we seek to honour.
By this Christ calls their attention first,
before they go out, to look at Him, to
know Him, so that they might obey and
please Him.

Know Your Condition

“As sheep in the midst of wolves.”

Having called His disciples to know and
understand their commission, Christ now
turns them inward; He calls them to know
and understand their condition. What do
they need to know concerning themselves?
When we go out to the ministry, what
should we look for in ourselves? Christ
does not point to them their strengths, but
their weaknesses. To highlight this, Christ
compares them to “sheep.” They are meek
and humble in spirit, harmless, and
inoffensive in their conduct; they are weak
and unable to protect themselves; they are
sent out by Him unarmed and defenceless.
Their oppressors and persecutors on the
other hand are “wolves,” fierce and
furious, voracious and ravenous, cruel and
hurtful.

Wherefore Christ gives them this
wholesome advice: (1) Know your
deficiencies – beware that you are not self-
sufficient. You are as sheep and as you go,
remember your condition. Within yourself
there is no strength or defence, do not trust
in the arm of flesh for it will fail you. (2)
Know your adversary and the danger out
there – beware for the enemies out there
are like wolves. As wolves they are not the
giving-up kind, they will pursue you to the
end.

Know Your Conduct

“Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and
harmless as doves.”

In view of our commission and our
condition, how should we conduct
ourselves? Christ brings this into focus in
the command He issues to the disciples.
What is the advice?

(1) Exercise Prudence – in this the
example is the serpent. Though you
are as sheep, like the serpents you are
to be sharp sighted. You as followers

of Christ, are to make use of
all proper methods to preserve
yourselves from the insults and rage
of men, and not expose yourselves to
unnecessary dangers. And as much as
in you lies, you should be careful to
give no just occasion of offence, or
irritation, or provocation, and to
avoid all snares and traps that are laid
for you.

(2) Maintain innocence and harmlessness
of the dove – be free from all wicked
cunning and craftiness, malice, and
wrath; not meditating and seeking
revenge, but meek and humble
leading inoffensive lives, and
proceeding in the course of your
calling, though liable to many insults,
and much oppression. Remember
unlike the raven, the dove when sent
out by Noah stuck to its calling,
finished and returned with a report.

The Stam’s story is remarkable. On
the same day Rev Peter Stam received
news that his son and daughter-in-law—
John and Betty Stam—had been killed,
he also received a letter his son had
written and mailed to him from China
many weeks before. In his letter he told
about the threat of the Communists, but
reiterated his faith and commitment to
serve God in China regardless of the cost.
John Stam quoted a poem written by
another missionary to China, J W
Vinson, who had himself been captured
by bandits. The bandits asked Vinson if
he was afraid to die. Vinson replied, “No!
If you shoot straight, I shall go straight to
heaven!” His captors did shoot straight,
and Vinson entered heaven as one who
“loved not his life unto death.” Following
the good example of J W Vinson, John

(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 4 – 10, 2006)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Korean Worship Service
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Worship Service

Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC,
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503).
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed (Dec 6, 06) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC,
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message:
“Staying Together” by Rev Stephen Khoo. All
are welcome. For enquiries, please contact
Judith at 96729973.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Dec 9, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue:
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Biblical Separation” by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.
Adults’ Fellowship Meeting will be held at
the home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat
(Dec 9, 06) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Message:
“Overview of the Book of Jude” by Rev Tan
Kian Sing. For details, please contact William
Teo at 91831150.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$7,424; USD21; JPY100
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Korean
Worship Service $100; Tanzania Bible College
$1,000; Tanzania Bible College Students
Scholarship Fund $1,000; Philip Lagat (FEBC)
$50; Wendy Teng $140; FEBC Bookroom $66
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$9,980; USD21; JPY100
Church Building Fund $500, $100 Total:
$511,522.60

Sunday School Offering: S$194.00; JPY10

Verse for the Week: Even in laughter the heart is
sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness.
Prov. 14:13

Young People’s Fellowship Camp 2006:
Date: December 11-16, 2006
Venue: Calvary Tengah BPC
Theme: Seeking After God’s Own Heart
Main Speaker: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy
Night Speaker: Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew
Camp Fee: $30
Registration Forms are available at the Book
Table. For enquiries, please contact Clement at
jinwentai@gmail.com or 98297665.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA
crew.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength and
for Bro Henry Tan to be physically
strengthened for chemotherapy.
Next Quarter RPG, Jan – Mar 07 available at
the Book Table. Please help yourself to a copy.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 86
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 49
Psalm No. 97
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 332
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Genesis 5:1-8
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon Why Must I Die?

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 307
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

Employees and Employers
(Message delivered by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the

Sunset Gospel Bible Fellowship,
Calvary Pandan B-P Church, October 22, 2006)

Ephesians 6:5-9
“Servants, be obedient to them that are

your masters according to the flesh, with fear
and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as
unto Christ; 6Not with eyeservice, as
menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ,
doing the will of God from the heart; 7With
good will doing service, as to the Lord, and
not to men: 8Knowing that whatsoever good
thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive
of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 9And,
ye masters, do the same things unto them,
forbearing threatening: knowing that your
Master also is in heaven; neither is there
respect of persons with him.”

How Can I be a Godly Employee?

What would employers like to hear from

their employees? I think it would be
music to the ears of employers to
hear their employees say, “The boss
is always right,” or “Your wish is
my command.” Such employees
who obey every whim and fancy of
their employers regardless of right
or wrong might be deemed “good”
by their employers, but is this what
we as Christians ought to be as
well? As Christians, our duty is not
to be “good” but godly employees.
Godliness begets goodness. Our
work is only good when it is done in
a godly way. So, the question is
correct: How can we as Christians
be a godly employee? The Apostle
Paul tells us how. Let us look at his
good advice in Ephesians 6:5-9.

Obedience

The duty of servants is summed
up in one word, “obedience.” The
Greek word hupakouo literally
means “to hear under.” This word is
applied to those who are under
authority, who are underlings. Just
as children are underlings and must
obey (hupakouo) their parents who
are their guardians or overseers (Eph
6:1), so must servants or employees
obey their bosses who are their
managers or supervisors. Our
employers, “according to the flesh,”
have authority over us in matters
secular and not spiritual. They have
no right whatsoever to rule over our

(Cont’d from previous page)

employees. Be positive and not negative
in your approach. Instead of saying, “If
you do not do your work, I will sack
you,” say, “If you are obedient and
diligent, I will give you a bonus.”

All who are masters ought to be
aware that there is a Master who is
above all, and He is none other than our
Creator who judges all equally and
fairly for He does not discriminate
between masters and servants,
employers and employees. His law or
commandments, blessings or rewards

apply equally to all. To both employers
and employees, the Apostle Paul has this
instruction, “And whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive
the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve
the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong
shall receive for the wrong which he hath
done: and there is no respect of persons”
(Col 3:23-25).

May the Lord grant us His grace to be
godly employers and employees to the
glory of His Name.

*****



faith and religion. As such, employees
cannot obey their employers if they are
told to do that which contravenes their
beliefs or the Scriptures.

What kind of obedience are employees
to render to their employers? Paul tells us
that the obedience must be “with fear and
trembling.”

With Fear and Trembling

Employees are to show respect to their
employers, and be fearful to displease
them or to incur their anger. Such respect
is shown to them because of their position
as heads or superiors. It is oftentimes said
that respect must be earned, and
sometimes employees tell their bosses,
“You must earn my respect. If I am not
happy with you, I am not going to show
you any respect even though you are my
boss.” But the Apostle Paul does not
practise such discrimination. Respect
ought to be given to our employers
whether we like it or not, and it should be
given to considerate as well as
unreasonable employers. The Apostle
Peter likewise commanded, “Servants, be
subject to your masters with all fear; not
only to the good and gentle, but also to
the froward” (1 Pet 2:18). Jesus said,
“whosoever shall compel thee to go a
mile, go with him twain” (Matt 5:41). By
going the second mile, we obey the
command of God to love our neighbour,
which includes our enemies, even our
bosses who may be unkind towards us. By
obeying the Lord, we do good, and no one
can fault our Christian testimony.
Furthermore, our good works will put our
bad bosses to shame.

In Singleness of Heart

The word “singleness” (haploteti)
speaks of sincerity over against hypocrisy.
The employee is called upon to work with

pure and not ulterior motives. He is not
pretending to work but actually working
with the sole purpose of doing the job and
doing it well.

As Unto Christ

When we work in the office or in the
factory or out in the open, we must have
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in mind.
We want to have a biblical work ethic. We
want to do our best in order to glorify the
Lord, and bear a Christlike testimony for
Him.

When we serve the Lord in our secular
work, it will redound to the glory of God.
Our biblical work ethics and faith in Christ
would show, and this would make it easier
for us to reach out to our colleagues with
the gospel of Christ.

Not with Eye-service

In other words, do not work only when
people are looking at you. When the boss
is around we are busy, but when the boss
is away we are lazy. Having observed
many students who have gone through the
halls of training at FEBC, there are some
students who work with eye-service. When
the Matron is present, these eye-service
students would be hard at work—busy,
busy, busy. But when the Matron is absent,
they would be idling away—lazy, lazy,
lazy, and some would even pretend to be
the Matron, bossing over other students.

Not as Men-pleasers but as Servants of
Christ

The chief purpose in the life of every
believer in whatever occupation or
vocation is “to glorify God and to enjoy
Him forever.” 1 Corinthians 10:31 says,
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God.” As employees, we are first of all
servants of Christ and our loyalty is first
and foremost to Him. This is not to say

that we should try as much as we can to
displease our employers; no, not at all. We
should do our best to please them but we
must never please our employers at the
expense of our love for Christ. If our
employers tell us to do something that
would compromise our faith or our
obedience to the Scriptures, we must not
be afraid to say no. When the Apostles, for
instance, were ordered not to preach Christ
ever again, what did they say? In Acts
5:29, Peter and the other apostles told their
religious rulers, “We ought to obey God
rather than men.” If we seek to be
approved by or be popular with men, we
are no longer servants of Christ. In His
work for Christ, Paul wrote, “For do I now
persuade men, or God? or do I seek to
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I
should not be the servant of Christ.” (Gal
1:10). When we put Christ first in our
work whether church or secular, we would
be accepted not only by God, but also by
men—“For he that in these things serveth
Christ is acceptable to God, and approved
of men” (Rom 14:18).

Doing the Will of God from the Heart

To do the will of God is to obey His
commandments, and God commands that
employees be obedient to their bosses,
serving them out of a principle of love that
stems from the heart. We are constrained
by the love of Christ to do our best in the
work that God has given to us, or in the
place that He has put us in. Let us have
Paul’s attitude in the work we do, “For the
love of Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor
5:14). The love of Christ would constrain
us to live a holy life whether at home, at
work, or at play, and by so doing we shall
know the perfect will of God.

With Good Will Doing Service

A godly employee must not harbour
any ill intentions towards his employer. He

will not do anything to sabotage or
jeopardise the business or well-being of
his employer or company. If we suffer any
unjust or unfair treatment, we are not
vengeful or vindictive, but commit
everything to the Lord, and allow the Lord
to vindicate us.

As to the Lord, and Not to Men

When we, as employees, bear patiently
with all the injustice we face at the
workplace, we are following Christ’s
example. Our Lord was ill-treated by the
people, yet He served them and gave His
life for them. Matthew Henry has rightly
observed, “Service, performed with
conscience, and from a regard to God,
though it be to unrighteous masters, will
be accounted by Christ as service done to
himself.” When we carry our own crosses,
the Lord takes note and will reward us
accordingly (v8).

How Can I be a Godly Employer?

We have been talking about employees,
but how about employers? How should
Christian employers behave? Christian
employers are not exempt from the Lord’s
command to love: “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself” (Matt 19:19). This is
precisely what is meant when Paul told the
masters to “do the same things unto them”
(v9). This was precisely the golden rule of
Christ: “Therefore all things whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them” (Matt 7:12). Applying
this golden rule, Paul wrote, “Masters,
give unto your servants that which is just
and equal; knowing that ye also have a
Master in heaven” (Col 4:1). Treat them
as human beings made in the image of
God, and not like animals. Pay them on
time. Be fair and just in your dealings with
them.

Refrain from threatening your
(Cont’d on back page)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Dec 11 – 17, 2006) 

MON–SAT YPF Camp  
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  10.30 am    Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
  Korean Worship Service  
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Worship Service 
 2.30 pm Evangelism 
Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC, 
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503).  
Young People’s Fellowship will be having 
their Camp this week from Mon – Sat (Dec 11 
– 16, 06) at Calvary Tengah B-P Church. 
There will be a Camp Briefing in the 
Auditorium immediately after Worship 
Service today. All Campers please stay for the 
briefing. 
 

There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon 
(Dec 17, 06) at Bukit Panjang. For details, 
please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468. 
Next Quarter RPG, Jan – Mar 07 available 
at the Book Table. Please help yourself to a 
copy. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$7,342; RM2 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Ronny 
Khoo $100; Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $200; 
Joshua Khoo (Kuantan) $200; Henry Tan $300; 
Barnabas Yap & family $500, $500; FEBC 
Students $200; FEBC $1,500, $200 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$11,242; RM2 
Church Building Fund $250, $100 Total: 
$511,872.60 
Sunday School Offering: $207.00 
Verse for the Week: The backslider in heart shall 
be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall 
be satisfied from himself. Prov. 14:14 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class by Rev Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I 
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.  
Sunday School Christmas Party will be held 
on Dec 23, 06 (Sat), 10 am to 1 pm. Venue: 
RELC, Level 5, Stevens Room (Room 507). 
Programme: Carol singing, Christmas story, Art 
& Craft, Games, Refreshments, Gift Exchange 
(bring a gift of not less than $5 in value). Open 
to ages 3 to 12 years. Bring your friends along! 
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength 
and for Bro Henry Tan to be physically 
strengthened for chemotherapy. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 121 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 22 
Hymn No. 190 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 118 
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text I Peter 4:7-11 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo 
Sermon                            As Good Stewards of the 

Grace of God 
 (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 173 
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Stephen Khoo 

At the Feet of Jesus 
(Testimonies of students from the Basic Theology 
for Everyone night classes, FEBC, Jul-Nov 2006) 

I PRAISE and thank my most gracious 
heavenly Father for His mercy and love towards 
me. I am forever indebted to my Saviour Jesus 
Christ for being the propitiation for my sins and 
for earning the righteousness I need to become a 
child of God. I thank the Lord for His forever 
inspired, inerrant and preserved Word that we 
may come to know Him. To be loved, elected 
and saved are the most wonderful blessings my 
Heavenly Father has bestowed on a sinner like 
me. I thank the Lord for being able to attend 
night classes on the Life of Christ, and through 
these lessons the Lord has greatly strengthened 
and comforted me. All the lessons which I have 
learnt helped me in my teaching of the Sunday 
School and gave me great confidence not in my 
knowledge but in God’s Word which is true and 

faithful, and His Word which is living
will work in the hearts of the children.
LLS 

I HAVE benefited a lot from the
study of the Life of Christ last
semester and part two was another
profitable learning experience. The
high standard of teaching from the
lecturers of FEBC has made learning
more than a mere academic exercise.
It is interesting and easy for beginners
and for all who are keen to learn more
to be grounded and rooted in God’s
Word. I am glad my daughter signed
up for both Monday night and
Thursday night lectures. She told me
that she has not regretted coming to
the Far Eastern Bible College because
she has learned many things that she
did not know before. DH 

ALTHOUGH I have often read
and studied parts of the four gospels,
there are many new things I am still
learning. Some questions which I
have always wanted to ask have been
answered through the course of the
lectures. Also, there were occasions
when the lessons reached not just my
head but deeper into my heart,
convicting me of attitudes and
behaviour I should change. I am glad
for the way parallel passages from the
four gospels are put together; the
student is able to see a clearer picture
of the various incidents which
occurred during Jesus’ ministry,
suffering, crucifixion, and finally
resurrection. 

BMin students sitting for their exams 
 (Reformation Hall, Bible College of East Africa, Nairobi, Kenya) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Again, I thank Him for a blessed and
enriching time of studying His Word here in
the Bible College. I treasure these few years
and count them very precious because what I
learn will be applicable to my everyday life
and I want to share the knowledge and
spiritual experiences gained with others so
that they too may grow in Christlikeness and
in their love for Him. RL 

IT HAS been a study most necessary for
every child of God, to know his Saviour
better and to love Him dearer. This has been
the affirmative personally. With the current
climate of ecclesiastical compromise and
apostasy where the situation is not getting
any better, knowing the Word of God better
than our critics is an imperative. With the
release of the Da Vinci Code and the Gospel
of Judas, the Bible, in particular its
canonicity has been under tremendous
attack. In the midst of all this, I have learnt
to go back to the Bible itself, knowing that
the Word of God is powerful and self-
authenticating, and that it will defend itself
when under attack. Reading through the
Gospel of John, his Epistles, and the few
FEBC articles in The Burning Bush in this
course helps us realise the need to defend
our Christian doctrines biblically—using the
Bible. This reading assignment, though quite
heavy going, drives home an important
lesson of the need to regard the Word of God
highly, and not that of human opinions.
HWK 

THIS FEBC night class on “The Life of
Christ II” has indeed deepened my
knowledge on the Word of God. It was a
great resolve for me to decide to take the
course for credit by the wonderful grace of
God. The course has built me up doctrinally
and devotionally to attain greater heights of
spiritual maturity. Doctrine dictates practice,
and both aspects must strike a balance.  

This course has strengthened my belief
and I am even more persuaded that
Christianity is the only way to salvation.

Previously, I was a Buddhist deep in sin
without knowing what the true way or the
true “Dao” in Chinese. John 14:6 says, “Jesus
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.” Indeed, Jesus is the true way, the
true “Dao” who gives life to repentant
sinners. Hence, Christ is the only way to
heaven as shown very clearly in this verse.
Moreover, the Bible has answered all my
questions that I found no answers in
Buddhism. TCH 

TAKING THIS course on the Life of
Christ has been like taking a walk back into
history and viewing the many events unfold
before my very eyes in the life of our Lord
and Saviour from His birth to His death,
burial, and resurrection. Christ’s life and
ministry on earth though short had
been fulfilling and significant. He had
accomplished the task He was sent to do and
had done it perfectly. This course helped me
gain a deeper understanding and appreciation
of God’s perfect redemptive plan for
mankind, to realise that our Heavenly Father
is sovereign and in control of everything,
past, present, and future. 

In the past, as a young believer, I attended
a charismatic church which places emphasis
on speaking in tongues, healing, and
prophecies. Somehow I felt uncomfortable
about their practices and thus stopped going
to church altogether. After some time, feeling
an emptiness within, I was convicted in my
heart to seek for a church which will lead me
to the truth, and answer many questions that I
had about the Christian faith. God finally led
me to a Bible-believing church where I found
many of my questions answered. I have
learned to trust Him more and to draw closer
to Him. EM 

I BELIEVE sound doctrine and right
theology are aspects of knowledge that God
would have me learn that I might continue to
grow in the grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet

3:18). Having to comply to the requirements
of the course for credit certainly compelled
me to be a more serious student in the areas
of attentiveness in class, better management
of time, setting priorities right, and having
more discipline in keeping Quiet Time. It
also helps me to internalise the truth while
revising all the lecture notes, and at the same
time develop writing and typing skills which
are still a struggle. 

In the past, I attended a church which
actively promoted the “cell group.” But I
was saddened by the lack of teaching from
the pulpit and from the “cell.” The Alpha
course and cells were the “in things” in
liberal churches. Unwilling to compromise
my belief nor give in to the temptation of
glamour, I finally decided to leave the
church. 

After attending FEBC for 1½ years, God
willing, I hope to restart the Bible study
class and share the truth I have learned with
the homemakers of my former church. By
the conviction of the Holy Spirit, I hope they
too will be encouraged to become sincere
seekers of God through the study of His
precious Word. LJH 

STEPPING INTO working life is a
stressful change I must say. It is no longer
just being responsible for myself but being
responsible for many other people as well.
Thank God that I could still attend night
class on most of the Mondays even though I
had to be late most of the time. I remember
one Monday when I stepped in late for class.
It was on the lesson of the adulteress who
was caught and was even about to be stoned
by the people around her. The Lord’s calm
and righteous reply, “He that is without sin
among you, let him cast a first stone at her,”
really impressed upon me that the Lord was
just and wise. Subsequently, when He asked
the woman to go and sin no more, it was
such a great manifestation of His love.
Thank God that the Lord was a person like
this because I also have many sins like this

woman. Through this lesson, I am even more
assured that the Lord does not condemn me
of my sins. But I must always remember to
“sin no more”! LSH 

I WOULD like to thank God once again
for enabling me to complete another
semester of night studies at FEBC. I count it
a great privilege and joy to gather together
week after week with like-minded brethren
to learn God’s Word systematically and in-
depth. I want to praise God for blessing my
whole family as we come together to study
God’s Word and grow firmly in the faith and
in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Truly, it has been an enriching experience
whereby we could apply what we have learnt
to our daily lives. I thank God for enabling
all of us to take the subject for credit even
though we had to rush and sometimes grab a
quick bite to be on time for lessons.
Nevertheless, I want to thank God for His
abundant grace in providing for all my needs
and helping me to persevere on, though on
many occasions, I was physically drained
and full of fatigue. I must also testify that
after studying God’s Word in the certificate
programme, my poor memory has very
much improved. As a result I have been
encouraging others to take the night classes
for credit. I sincerely pray that many more
will come and join us to grow in the grace
and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Truly, when you draw nigh to God and
delight in His Word, He will draw nigh to
you. AK 

Editor’s note: Studying God’s Word
intensively and systematically will change
your life! Enrol for the Basic Theology for
Everyone (BTFE) night classes next
semester, starting January 4, 2007, with the
Book of Genesis on Thursdays, and Calvin
Institutes on Mondays. For more
information, get a copy of the BTFE
brochure available at the reception table, or
download it from www.febc.edu.sg.  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 18 – 24, 2006)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 10.00 am Sunday School Christmas Party
3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Worship Service
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Worship Service
8.00 pm Christmas Eve Service

Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC,
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503).

Sunday School Christmas Party will be held
this Sat (Dec 23, 06), 10 am to 1 pm. Venue:
RELC, Level 5, Stevens Room (Room 507).
Programme: Carol singing, Christmas story,
Art & Craft, Games, Refreshments, Gift
Exchange (bring a gift of not less than $5 in
value). Open to ages 3 to 12 years. Bring your
friends along!
Christmas Eve Service will be held at the
RELC Auditorium next Lord’s Day, Dec 24,
06 at 8 pm.

Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC
Auditorium on Dec 31, 06 at 10.45 pm.
Speaker: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s
Supper will be served.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Dec 23, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue:
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Better to Give than to Receive” by
Rev Ronny Khoo. For details, please contact
Herbert at 94377715.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $7,806
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Car Fund
for Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $1,000, $300;
Marilyn Nanta’s Gospel Ministry (Kuching)
$2,000; Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $200 (AF);
FEBC $105
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$11,611
Church Building Fund $102 Total: $511,974.60

Sunday School Offering: $383.00

Verse for the Week: The simple believeth every
word: but the prudent man looketh well to his
going. Prov. 14:15

Catechism Class for 2007 Easter Baptism will
commence on Jan 7, 07. Those seeking Baptism,
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of
Membership are to attend the Catechism Class,
and submit their Church Membership
Application Form and salvation testimony.

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 431 Bukit Panjang
Ring Road at 2.30 pm. For details, please contact
Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.

True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA
crew.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength
and for Bro Henry Tan to be physically
strengthened for chemotherapy.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 152
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Matt 2:1-12
Hymn No. 171
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 142
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Gen 3:15
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon The 1st Christmas Prophecy

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 165
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

HOW IS MY QUIET TIME WITH GOD?
(Message delivered by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the

SGBF, Calvary Pandan BPC, Nov 12, 06)

Text: Psalm 5

“Ere you left your room this morning, did
you think to pray?”

Quiet Time

A Quiet Time (QT) is a time of personal
communion with God when a believer (1)
reads and meditates upon the Holy Scriptures,
(2) praises God for who and what He is, and
(3) prays to Him for grace and strength to live
a godly life in this sinful world.

The QT should not be a chore but a desire.
We should not do it because we “have to” but
because we “want to.” Just like we long for
the friendship of people whom we love, so
must we long for the fellowship of God who
has loved us and saved us. Just like the body
craves for food when it is hungry, so must our

spirit yearn for the milk and meat of
God’s Word so that we might
be filled with His thoughts and
wisdom.

Such were the sentiments of
David, the sweet psalmist, who
wrote, “Give ear to my words, O
LORD, consider my meditation.
Hearken unto the voice of my cry,
my King, and my God: for unto thee
will I pray. My voice shalt thou hear
in the morning, O LORD; in the
morning will I direct my prayer unto
thee, and will look up” (Ps 5:1-3).

Quality Time

How have our QT been? QT
should also be Quality Time. It
should be a blessed time of
communing and fellowship with
God when we read His Word and
seek Him in prayer. Such close
communion and conversation with
God can only be had if we are
His children, having a personal
relationship with Him. In verse 1,
David cries out to the LORD.
Observe that the word “LORD” is in
capital letters, meaning it is the
Hebrew YHWH, God’s covenant
name known only to God’s covenant
nation, namely, the nation of Israel.
David had a covenant relationship
with God.

Do you have a covenant
relationship with God? If you do not
have a covenant relationship withKorean Worship Service



God, you are outside His kingdom and His
family. In fact, you are under God’s wrath
and judgement. If you want God to give
ear to your words, then you must first
make peace with Him. Confess your sins,
repent of your ways, and believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ who died for you on the
cross, was buried, and then rose from the
dead according to the Scriptures (1 Cor
15:1-4). There is no other way to peace
with God. Jesus is the only way. Jesus
says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me” (John 14:6). Paul says, “For there is
one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim
2:5). “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house”
(Acts 16:31). Only when we believe and
trust in Christ and Him alone for our
salvation will we have peace with God.
“Therefore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1).

Is Jesus your personal Lord and
Saviour? Is He truly your God and your
King? Consider how David addresses the
Lord in verse 2: he calls the Lord, “my
King, and my God.” You cannot pray to
God like David if you do not know Him
personally and intimately, if you are still a
child of the devil and an enemy of God. It
is only when God is your King and your
God, and Christ is your Lord and your
Saviour can you pray like David, and have
such Quality Time with God!

If you know God personally and truly,
you will not only have Quality Time with
Him, you will also have Quality Thoughts.
Look at verse 3, “My voice shalt thou hear
in the morning, O LORD; in the morning
will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will
look up.” David’s first thoughts in the
morning were thoughts of His Lord and

His God. David did not fail to call upon God
in the morning, and pray to Him because he
knew he could not live and could do nothing
without the Lord’s grace and mercies. David
had such Quality Thoughts in his QT
because his thoughts were vertical and not
horizontal; he looked up to God, and not to
people or at circumstances. David spent
Quality Time with God because he knew
His God very well. He is the thrice holy
God who abhors wickedness and evil, “For
thou art not a God that hath pleasure in
wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with
thee” (v4). He is the holy God who destroys
wicked and evil men, who steal, who kill,
who speak lies, “The foolish shall not stand
in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of
iniquity. Thou shalt destroy them that speak
leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody
and deceitful man” (vv5-6). Our QT with
God can never be peaceful if our hands are
dirty and bloody. Have we sinned against
God and our fellow men? Have we
committed the sins of theft and murder, and
then cover them up with lies?

Quake Time

Our QT is also Quake Time. We tremble
at the terror of the Lord. We are not perfect
or sinless we know. We must always enter
into God’s presence with fear and trembling,
pleading for His mercy. If we have sinned
against the Lord, we need to confess our
sins and repent of our deeds or else He will
not hear our prayers. The psalmist says, “If I
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will
not hear me” (Ps 66:18).

Our QT is a time for us to search our
heart. Our Quality Time with God requires
us to lead a Quality Life of holiness by
doing His will and obeying His words.
David desires very much to walk in the
straight and righteous ways of the Lord
(vv7-8). We need to pray like David,
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try

me, and know my thoughts: And see if
there be any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the way everlasting” (Ps 139:23-24).

In this world filled with sin and
wickedness, those who desire to glorify
God will face opposition and persecution.
For instance, there are enemies who want
nothing better than to silence or destroy
those who believe and defend the Biblical
doctrine of the Verbal and Plenary
Preservation (VPP) of the Holy Scriptures.
True Life BPC and FEBC seek to glorify
God by insisting that the Bible we have in
our hands today is 100% perfect without
any mistake. The True Life Session and
FEBC Board and Faculty take the Dean
Burgon Oath without reservations,
believing in the 100% inspiration and
100% preservation of the Holy Scriptures
to the jot and tittle (Matt 5:18). By the
logic of faith, we identify the divinely
inspired and perfectly preserved words to
be precisely the infallible and inerrant
words of the Hebrew Masoretic Text and
the Greek Textus Receptus on which the
Authorised King James Bible—the
Reformation Bible—is based.

What shall we do when we are faced
with enemies from within and without who
spare no effort to see us destroyed and the
truth silenced? The Rev Dr Timothy Tow,
in his Meditations from Psalms,
commented on verses 9-10, “As David is
surrounded by enemies of all kinds, from
the treacherous to the flattering (Prov.
29:5), he prays for their destruction
inasmuch as these who lay wait for him
are rebels against the Lord. So David prays
for God’s leading him in a straight path
lest he be sidetracked into their net. He
encourages all who trust the Lord like him
to rejoice in God their Defender. The God
who hates iniquity will conversely bless
the upright in heart. He will surround them

with His favour and shield them from all
harm.”

Quest Time
Our enemies are not physical but

spiritual, namely, Satan and his demons.
Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places.” Thus, our QT should also be a
Quest Time—a time when we earnestly
seek for God’s help to deliver us from
wicked men and evil forces. Will God
grant us our requests? Make no mistake
about it, God will hear and answer our
prayers. He promises to protect and
preserve the righteous who trust Him and
love His name (vv11-12). As long as we
are on the Lord’s side, and the Lord is on
our side, we have nothing to fear.

How can we tell whether we are on the
Lord’s side or not? Know His mind, know
His heart. Be like David, a man after
God’s own heart (1 Sam 13:14). The
righteous man is the one who always
praises the Lord and promotes His Word.
What God says, he says, what God thinks,
he thinks, what God desires, he desires.
The righteous man is not a man-pleaser; he
is a man of faith who seeks only to please
God by faith (Heb 11:6). David was such a
faithful and righteous man, and he wrote
this faithful and righteous psalm for our
meditation and edification.

Are you such a man like David? If you
do not do your QT, it is one sure sign of
backsliding. Do not backslide. The Lord is
coming back soon. Let us keep our QT
with Him every day. He may come back
today. Are we ready? Use the RPG. Use
the Daily Remembrancer. They are helpful
aids and guides, full of instruction and
devotion. God bless!
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 25 – 31, 2006)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Worship Service
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Worship Service
10.45 pm Watchnight Service
11.00 pm Korean Worship Service

Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC,
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503).

Christmas Eve Service will be held tonight at
the RELC Auditorium at 8 pm.

Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC
Auditorium next Lord’s Day, Dec 31, 06 at
10.45 pm. Speaker: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The
Lord’s Supper will be served.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Dec 30, 06) at 3.30 pm. Venue:
Mr and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”
by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. For details, please
contact Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will
be held this Sat (Dec 30, 06) at 5.30 pm.
Venue: Mr and Mrs Tay Bee Heng’s home at
Blk 526 Serangoon North Ave 4 #02-110
Singapore 550526. Tel: 64833878. Message:
“The Warfare” by Rev Ronny Khoo. For
details, please contact Edward at 93887328.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will
be held at the home of Mrs Quek Siok Eng on
Jan 5, 07 (Fri) at 8 pm. Address: 58 Watten
Drive, Singapore 287693. Tel: 64667130.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,924; AUD61.30
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev
Koshy $500; Car Fund for Marilyn Nanta
(Kuching) $2,000; Wendy Teng $200, $100;
FEBC $350, $280, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,754; AUD61.30
Church Building Fund $200, $100 Total:
$512,274.60

Sunday School Offering: $324.00

Verse for the Week: A wise man feareth, and
departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is
confident. Prov. 14:16

Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on Jan 3,
2007, 8.30 am with a Day of Prayer and
Registration. The Basic Theology for Everyone
courses will resume with Calvin’s Institutes I by
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on Jan 8, 07 (Mon) and The
Book of Genesis by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on
Jan 4, 07 (Thu), 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm.
Catechism Class for 2007 Easter Baptism will
commence on Jan 7, 07. Those seeking Baptism,
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of
Membership are to attend the Catechism Class,
and submit their Church Membership
Application Form and salvation testimony.

The Adults’ Sunday School Class by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo is now studying the book of I
Peter, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. All are welcome.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA
crew.
Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore
him completely to good health and strength
and for Bro Henry Tan to be physically
strengthened for chemotherapy.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

10.30 am

Call to Worship Dn Tai Mern Yee
Opening Hymn No. 157
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Luke 2:1-20
Hymn No. 162
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir

Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 165
Offertory Prayer Dn Tai Mern Yee
Scripture Text Isaiah 9:6, Matt 1:21
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon That Beautiful Name

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 141
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

PASTORAL CHAT

My dear Readers

Before C K Tang became a hotel there was
written “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men” on its wall.
Some passerby commented, “That must be
done by some quirks”.

How could that be? The wall belonged to
C K Tang and if anyone has it, it was from
C K Tang himself. C K Tang himself rejoiced
to see those words on his wall and God has
blessed him.

When I saw those words I also rejoiced
because they were God’s amnesty to mankind,
and I needed it.

Today C K Tang has become a hotel but
the words are no more because the old man is
no more.

But we all need it. How about
you?

We come to Church even tonight
for Christmas Eve. We have so
many items of praise. Why?

Your affectionate pastor
T. T.

***************
Holy Night, Humble Night

by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

When was Christ Born?

We are living in the period called
AD (ie, Anno Domini, “in the year
of the Lord [Jesus Christ]”). The
period before AD is called BC
(“Before Christ”). On the basis of
the terms BC and AD, people think
that Christ must be born in AD 1.
This is incorrect. Christ could not
have been born in AD 1. Matthew
2:1 tells us that Christ was born at
the time when Herod the Great was
king. But by AD 1, Herod was no
longer alive for he died in 4 BC.
Moreover, Luke 2:2 tells us that
Christ was born at the time when
Cyrenius conducted a census. This
census occurred in 5 BC. Jesus thus
was not and could not be born in AD
1!

Christ was born in 5 BC, and not
AD 1. How did this discrepancy
come about? This discrepancy was
due to Dionysius’ (a Scythian monk)
miscalculation when he prepared a
standard calendar for the Western

(Cont’d from previous page)

It is from the Lord’s self-effacing
example that Paul drew inspiration to
exhort the Philippians to be humble:
“Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God: But made himself
of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made

in the likeness of men: And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross” (Phil 2:5-8).

Let us come and worship our humble
Saviour tonight. Silent night, holy night
… humble night.

**********



Church. In Dionysius’ calendar, January 1,
754 AUC (Anno Urbis Conditae, ie, “from
the foundation of the city of Rome”)
became AD 1. This became a problem
because later research showed that Herod
the Great (cf Matt 2:1) died in 750 AUC,
ie, 4 BC. How could Jesus be born at a
time when Herod was already dead? This
contradicts the historical records of
Scripture which tell us that Jesus was born
when Herod was still alive. Thus, Jesus
could not have been born in AD 1 (so
Dionysius), but sometime before Herod’s
death (ie, 4 BC) according to the
Scriptures.

Now, exactly when was Jesus born?
Jesus must have been born within two
years prior to Herod’s death. This we
gather from Matthew 2:7 which tells us
that after Herod had ascertained the time
of the star’s appearance, he commanded
the execution of all the baby boys two
years old and below (Matt 2:16). Thus,
Jesus must have been born sometime
between 6-4 BC. We know that John the
Baptist was conceived in the womb of
Elizabeth six months before Mary became
pregnant with Jesus (Luke 1:36). The
difference in age between John and Jesus
was only six months. Luke 3:1 tells us that
John began his ministry in the 15th year of
the reign of Tiberius Caesar. Tiberius
became ruler in AD 11. The 15th year
would bring us to AD 26 as the inaugural
year of John’s baptismal ministry when he
reached the age of 30. In keeping with
Luke 3:23, Jesus would also be about 30
years old that year since he was only six
months younger than John. This would
thus make 5 BC the year of Christ’s birth.

Jesus was born in a little town called
Bethlehem (cf Mic 5:2). He was born not
in a palace but in a stable, and His bed was
not a cradle of silk but a manger of straw.

It was a very lowly and humble birth for
One who is Himself the Son of God and
King over all. The Apostle Paul drew from
the incarnation of Christ an important
lesson on humility: “Let nothing be done
through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves. Look not every
man on his own things, but every man also
on the things of others. Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who
being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God: But made
himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men: And being found in
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross” (Phil 2:3-8). His lowly
birth reveals the life He was going to
live—the life of a lowly slave. Jesus
Himself said, “For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45). He came not to be
served, but to serve. For our sake He came.
He was born to die, to save us from our
sins.

Why was Christ Born?

On the night when Christ was born, the
shepherds came to see the baby Jesus. The
birth of Christ was announced to them by
the angel of the Lord who appeared to
them while they were watching over their
sheep. The angel brought a wonderful
piece of news from heaven: “Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2:10-11). Then appeared a great company
of angels praising God, and saying, “Glory
to God in the highest and on earth peace,
good will toward men” (Luke 2:14).

What is this “peace” and “good will?”
The peace that came with the birth of
Christ is certainly not a general, outward
peace between men. Jesus Himself said,
“Think not that I am come to send peace
on earth: I came not to send peace, but a
sword” (Matt 10:34). When Christ was
born, Herod went on a rampage and
massacred all babies two years and below
(Matt 2:16). There was no peace. This
peace that the angels proclaimed had to be
the special, inward peace that results from
a reconciliation of man to God in Christ
Jesus. Paul spoke of this in Romans 5:1,
“Therefore being justified by faith we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ: ... being now justified by his blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through him.
For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life” (Rom 5:1, 9, 10). Christ
our Mediator has saved us not only by His
death but also by His life. Christ earned
the righteousness of God for us when He
lived a perfect life on earth in fulfilment of
the Law (Matt 5:17-18). The peace of God
that comes from Christ is the result of
Christ imputing His righteousness on us
when we accept Him as our Lord and
Saviour.

The “good will” that the angels referred
to is not man’s but God’s good will. It is
because of God’s will that we can receive
His peace. The KJV rightly translates it as
“good will toward men.” This good will
that is towards men originates from God.
God is the source of peace. God’s peace is
a free gift. It is purely by His mercy that
sinful men are bestowed His peace. Since
salvation is purely by His grace, only He
can boast when sinners are saved, and that
is why to Him and Him alone the glory
belongs. “For when we were yet without

strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man
will one die: yet peradventure for a good
man some would even dare to die. But
God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us” (Rom 5:6-8).

Philippians 2:8 reveals that the Lord
Jesus took the form of a man in order to
die for our sins: “And being found in
fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.” Galatians 4:4-5 sheds
additional light that Jesus became man not
only to die but also to live for us: “But
when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, To redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.” Jesus kept the law
perfectly in His life to redeem us. It is
important to understand that we are saved
by the two-fold obedience of Christ—He
saved us not only by dying (ie, passive
obedience), but also by living (ie, active
obedience) for us.

What is the Spirit of Christmas?

The spirit of Christmas is the spirit of
humility. The birth of Christ was not
witnessed by the high and mighty, but the
meek and lowly. The angels brought the
wonderful news of the birth of Jesus not
to the kings, but to the shepherds. The
Lord Himself was born not in a palace,
but in a stable, and laid in a manger. Why
such an ignominious entrance and
visitation? God intended right from the
start to have all know that His good will
and peace are given only to those who
humble themselves before the Lord Jesus
Christ who had humbled Himself for
them.

(Cont’d on back page)
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jan 1 – 7, 2007) 

WED 8.30 am FEBC Day of Prayer 
 7.45 pm  Ladies Fellowship 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Genesis 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Family Worship 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School    
  Catechism Class 
  10.30 am    Worship (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
  Korean Worship Service  
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Worship Service  

Korean Worship Service is held at the RELC, 
Level 5, Chancery Room (#503). 
Watchnight Service will be held tonight at the 
RELC Auditorium at 10.45 pm. Speaker: Rev 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s Supper will be 
served.  
 

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed (Jan 3, 07) at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, 
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Program: 
Bible Study on James by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. 
All are welcome. For enquiries, please contact 
Judith at 96729973.  
 

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will 
be held at the home of Mrs Quek Siok Eng this 
Fri (Jan 5, 07) at 8 pm. Address: 58 Watten 
Drive, Singapore 287693. Tel: 64667130.  
 

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Jan 6, 07) at 3.30 pm. Venue: Mr 
and Mrs Foo’s home at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “God’s Omnipotence” by Bro 
Dominino. For details, please contact Herbert 
at 94377715.  
 

Pray for Pastor Tow that the Lord will restore 
him completely to good health and strength 
and for Bro Henry Tan to be physically 
strengthened for chemotherapy. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings:  
Last Lord’s Day $9,452.00; Christmas Eve $16,300 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $410, $200; Rev 
Jeffrey Khoo $200, $100, $100; Rev Quek Suan 
Yew $100; Rev Koshy $200; Rev Ronny Khoo 
$100, $100; Orphanage Ministry (Myanmar) 
$1,000; Kenya Missions $300; BCEA Kenya 
Scholarship Fund $700; Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) 
$200; Marilyn Nanta’s Gospel Ministry $1,000; 
Car Fund for Marilyn Nanta $200; Hien 
(Brisbane) $1,000, $200; Gethsemane BPC’s 
Ministries $200; Gethsemane Web Radio Ministry 
$250; Bible Witness Media Ministry $200; Lok 
Kwok Wah $200; John Peh $200; Henry Tan 
$100; Sim Swee Ho & family $1,000; Barnabas 
Yap & family $500, $300; Charlotte Yap $200; 
FEBC Students $100; Thadeaus (FEBC) $50; 
Jose (FEBC) $50; Philip Lagat (FEBC) $100; 
Albert (FEBC) $100; Lotha (FEBC) $50; Rajan 
(FEBC) $50; FEBC Scholarship $500; FEBC 
$1,000, $1,000, $1,000, $200, $100, $100  
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$39,412 
Church Building Fund $25,000, $5,000, $2,000, 
$350, $250, $60 Total: $544,934.60 
Sunday School Offering: $317.00 
Verse for the Week: He that is soon angry dealeth 
foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated. 
Prov. 14:17 
Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on Wed 
(Jan 3, 07) at 8.30 am with a Day of Prayer and 
Registration. The Basic Theology for Everyone 
courses will resume with Calvin’s Institutes I by 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on Jan 8, 07 (Mon) and The 
Book of Genesis by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on 
Jan 4, 07 (Thu), 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm. 
Catechism Class for 2007 Easter Baptism will 
commence next Lord’s Day (Jan 7, 07). Those 
seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith and 
Transfer of Membership are to attend the 
Catechism Class. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                                             10.30 am 
Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 162 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 90 
Psalm No. 183 
Announcements 
Special Number Benjamin & Andrew 
Offering & Hymn No. 332 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text Genesis 19:1-7, 10-17 
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow 
Sermon                           Escape for Thy Life 
 (Dr S H Tow) 
Closing Hymn Maybe Today 
Benediction  Dr S H Tow 

 The First Christmas Prophecy 
(Message delivered by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the 
True Life Church 10.30 am Service, Dec 17, 06) 

Text: Genesis 3:15 
In Luke 2:10-11, we find the angel telling the 

shepherds, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 
Some may think that this was the first time the 
Good News of Christ was made known to the 
world. Actually, this Good News was already made 
known by God Himself in the very first book of the 
Bible which is the book of Genesis. God said in 
Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel.” What does this verse mean? Who is this 
“woman” and who is “her seed”?  

Genesis 3:15 is called the First Gospel. The 
First Gospel was a prophecy as well as a promise. 

The prophecy concerns a Saviour, and
the promise is salvation to all who will
believe on Him. God was the First
Evangelist. He preached the Gospel
before anyone else did. The first hearers
were the first couple God created,
namely, Adam and Eve. Although God
created them good and morally clean,
they did not have eternal life yet. In
order to gain eternal life they had to
pass the test of obedience. God
commanded them not to eat of the
forbidden tree (Gen 2:17).  But they
succumbed to the serpent’s temptation,
yielded to the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life,
partook of the forbidden fruit, sinned
against God, and died. “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom 6:23).  

Virgin Birth 
“For God so loved the world, that

he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16). God loved Adam and Eve, and
promised a Saviour who will come from
“her seed.” “Her seed” is none other
than the Lord Jesus Christ. The first
Adam failed in his obedience towards
God, but the second Adam, the greater
Adam, namely Christ, succeeded in
obeying God perfectly and by so doing
obtained eternal life for all who would
trust in Him. “For as by one man’s
disobedience many were made sinners,
so by the obedience of one shall many
be made righteous” (Rom 5:19). “For
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ

 
Sunday School Christmas Party, Dec 23, 2006 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

shall all be made alive” (1 Cor 15:22).  
Genesis 3:15 is the John 3:16 of the Old

Testament. God promised a coming Saviour
who would come from the seed of the woman.
Take note that it is not “his seed” but “her
seed,” not the man’s seed but the woman’s—a
virgin conception and birth! When did this
seed come? He came in the fullness of time, in
God’s perfect time in 5 BC. Galatians 4:4-5
says, “But when the fullness of the time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.” The seed of the woman
was not conceived by man, but by the power of
the Holy Spirit (Matt 1:20, Luke 1:35). By the
supernatural and miraculous work of the Holy
Spirit, the Son of God became a perfect and
sinless human being by means of a virgin
conception and birth so that He might be
Immanuel—God with us (Isa 7:14, Matt 1:23).  

Only One Saviour 
The prophecy of Genesis 3:15 was fulfilled

only by the Lord Jesus Christ. It is important to
note that the word “seed” is written in the
singular and not plural. Paul commented in
Galatians 3:16, “Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith not, And to
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy
seed, which is Christ.” From this we learn that
God did not promise many saviours, but only
one. “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save
his people from their sins” (Matt 1:21). Jesus
means Saviour. There is no Saviour apart from
Christ. Acts 4:12 says in no uncertain terms,
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.” Paul
says in 1 Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus.” Jesus Himself said, “Jesus
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me” (John 14:6). Only one Seed, only one
Saviour. 

Substitutionary Atonement 
God said that the seed of the woman “shall

bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.” What does this mean? The bruising of
the heel of the seed of the woman speaks of our
Saviour’s crucifixion. This is ably described by
David in Psalm 22:16, “For dogs have
compassed me: the assembly of the wicked
have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and
my feet.” The nails went through His hands
and his feet on the cross. Thus, the First Gospel
speaks not only of the virgin birth but also
vicarious death of Christ. The bruising of the
serpent’s head speaks of a lethal blow to Satan
and his deadly hold on mankind. Christ stepped
on the head of the serpent when He rose from
the dead. Satan was instrumental in the death
of mankind for he was the tempter. But Jesus
Christ broke that power of death by His
resurrection from the dead. That was why Paul
could exclaim, “O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death
is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 15:55-
57). Jesus said unto her, “I am the
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die” (John 11:25-26). 

Victory over Satan 
Satan till today remains an enemy of Christ

and His people for God had said, “And I will
put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed.” There is war
between Christ and the devil, but it is a one-
sided war where the victory is already won by
none other than Christ Himself. This is vividly
described in Revelation 12:8-11, “And [Satan
and his demons] prevailed not; neither was
their place found any more in heaven. And the
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth
the whole world: he was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him. And I
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom
of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night.
And they overcame him by the blood of the

Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and
they loved not their lives unto the death.”  

In the days to come, a final battle will be
fought. Satan knows “that he hath but a short
time” (Rev 12:12). He will make a final
attempt to thwart the plan of God by
destroying Israel. Revelation 12:13-17 foretells
about the last 3½ years of this present world’s
history, “And when the dragon saw that he
was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the
woman which brought forth the man child. And
to the woman were given two wings of a great
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness,
into her place, where she is nourished for a
time, and times, and half a time, from the face
of the serpent. And the serpent cast out of his
mouth water as a flood after the woman, that
he might cause her to be carried away of the
flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the
earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.
And the dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her
seed, which keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

This persecution of Israel and God’s
remnant will end at the battle of Armageddon
when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to deliver
Israel from the terror of Satan and his
Antichrist. This battle and its results are
already announced in Revelation 19:11-20:2.
By divine fiat, the Lord will destroy all His
enemies; the Antichrist and False Prophet will
be cast into the lake of fire, and the old serpent
will be thrown into the bottomless pit and
bound for a thousand years.  

Prophecy and Fulfilment 
So, for us living in the 21st century, what

does Genesis 3:15 tell us? It tells us that God is
true to His Word. The prophecy of Genesis
3:15 was given about 4000 years before Christ
came. Every bit of the prophecy was fulfilled
in 5 BC when Christ came the first time.
There are over 300 prophecies concerning the
first coming of Christ, and every one of them
was fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ to the jot
and tittle (Matt 5:18). In light of the perfect
fulfilment of every jot and tittle of the divine
prophecies of Christ’s first coming, we can be

very sure that every one of the 4200 prophecies
of Christ’s second coming will also be
perfectly fulfilled in the days to come. When
we remember Christmas, let us also think of
His Return. Are we ready for the Lord’s
second coming?  

How can we be ready for the second
coming of Christ? We can only be ready if we
are saved from our sins. We can only be ready
when we believe in the words of God that
salvation comes only from Christ who died for
our sins, was buried, and on the third day rose
from the dead. Adam and Eve was ready for
the first coming of Christ because they
believed in God’s promise of a Saviour in the
First Gospel although in God’s perfect timing
He came only 4000 years later. We know
Adam believed in the Gospel of Life preached
by God Himself because Adam named the
woman Eve, meaning “life” (Gen 3:20). Adam
should have named the woman “death,” but
why “life?” Was it not because he believed in
God’s promise of life from Genesis 3:15? Eve
herself looked forward to the birth of this
Saviour when she said, “I have gotten a man
from the LORD” (Gen 4:1). Paul talked about
this in 1Timothy 2:14-15, “And Adam was not
deceived, but the woman being deceived was in
the transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be
saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith
and charity and holiness with sobriety.” Eve
was saved because she by faith believed in the
promised birth (“through the childbearing,” dia
tes teknogonias) of this holy child—the
uniquely begotten Son of God. Mary had the
same kind of faith as Adam and Eve for when
told of the birth of Christ, she said, “Behold
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word” (Luke 1:38). Elisabeth
testified of Mary’s faith in God’s Word, “And
blessed is she that believed: for there shall be
a performance of those things which were told
her from the Lord” (Luke 1:45). Adam, Eve
and Mary believed in the absolute perfection of
God’s words and in the all-powerful God who
is infinitely able to fulfil and perform all the
infallible and inerrant words that He had
prophesied and promised. They are in heaven.
Will you be there too?  
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